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Bine clauses combine together to form sentences. The
average sentence is two to three clauses in length. Some may
be four to six clauses and many are only one clause in length.
Non-finite verbs such as infinitives and participles occur
rather fredquently in non-narrative text, however most sentences
contain a finite verb, and most narrative and procedural clauses
contain finite verbs. There are no 'medial verbs'® in Bine
although these;are very common in Papuan (Non-Austronesian)
languages of tne Trans-New Guinea Phylum. Since nearly every
verb is marked for tense and mood, as well as for person and

number, verbs are not usually a good indication of sentence

boundaries. It is not always immediately clear where=the=

s
§> sentence boundaries should be drawn. Sentence final intonation
oI does help and so do-grammar clueé;nbut'there*are>occaéiens'wnen~
e i . )
£ where to place the sentence boundary is debatable.
/IQS ,
g Sentence length is not notlceably different between
narratlve and non—narratlve texts. Clauses’ contaln flnlte
verbs and are frequently joined sequentlally w1thout a conjunctlon N
in narrative and procedural type texts. Whereas in other non-
narrative texts frequently only one clause in the sentence has
a finite verb and the other clauses are joined to it by logical
‘connectors or by verb infinitives,
Clause juxtaposition occurs when two or more clauses
form a closely-knit series of actioné;' The'Sﬁbjeet ﬁsdaif§""”’
remains constant; the object, however _may dlffer from clauserrﬁ -
o to clause. The follOW1ng sentences are taken from the beglnnlng .
P of 'a procedural téxt about the dici tree ‘and its fruit. ‘
b \
< a) | b)
32 (1) ---""Caaple 1liba yoo-pac-u-si, ddci _kuu
s b ’ mumu ‘when 30.1r—uncover—hab 1/3n8g.5" 6301 “Seed——
{ - : ’ S ——
;37 bine Jaa-pl»etn-lm-u-51 C)kaake
gb* nsg.o 3o.ir-split-acc-pl. o-hab 1/3nsg.s shells
; yll-sab-em—u—31 ' Gl)kuu bine jadibe cabu
1 3o.1r-throw-pl O—hab l/3nsg s seed nsg.0 basket into
; % yaa~bacn—1m—u—51. : :
r 3o.ir-put.inside-pl.,o-hab-1/3nsqg.s e
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(2) a)Pui jddbe yaa-wad-u-si, b)calame cabu
that basket 3o.dir-take-hab-1l/3nsg.s - éreek - into

yii-gl-en-im-u-si.
30.ir—dunk—prog-pl.o-hab-l/3nsg.s

(3) Yaa-craj-u-ge : neeneni nesae bimu cama.
3er.ir-remain-hab-3sg two three day  with

(4) )Saa-rp-em-u —-Si | ' i — liba,

tw.30.ir-take.from. water-pl ,o~hab- l/3nsg. 1 when

b)

dici kuu bine jaa—pul—em—u—51

ddci seed nsg.o 3o. 1r—crush—pl o-hab l/3nsg.

q)iiza cama Jaa—mam 1m—u-s1
coconut with 3o.ir-knead-pl. o-hab- l/3nsg s

d)

tope vaa-tn-em-u-— -si, .. '
.~ package 3o.ir-wrap-pl. o-hab- l/3nsg.

e)caa'ple .cabu yaa—braar-u ~Sie

- mumu into 30.ir-put.to.mumu-inc-hab- l/3nsg s
\
(5) a)CaaEle-~g§~» yoo-l-u-si, : B “liba
- mumu sg.0. 30.ir- cover—hab l/3nsg s when
,b?ygofpac—u—si, )blname_.cina S inwe ca
30.ir-uncover—haF-l/3sng.s person nsg.s behind from

piba viBi-rw-dj-u-si.

then 3o.ir-eat-aug-hab- l/3nsg s

l‘a)When they uncover the mumu, b)they splif the déci
seeds; )throw the shells, d)and put the seeds into a
"basket. 24 a)They take that basket and soak it in ‘the
creek. 3)They leave it ger five days. ’a)When they

~take it from the water

c)

e)

they crush the déci seeds,

knead with coconut liquid, d)wrap into a package,

and put into a #umu. 5‘a)They"C:over”the ﬁumu, b)and

c)

when they uncover it, later then people eat it.

In the passage above there arergrammaticalfcluesmas to

sentence
locative

clause,

boundaries. One clue is-when the -head- noun- -ofa———-
ph”ase in one clause be comes the object of the next -

This repetition of the noun serves as a partlal

recapltulatlon of the preceedlng clause. Especially when
accompanied by sentence final intonation;, it is an indicdtion T

of sentence boundary. Somet:i.mes“‘ch"e"“Verb""from‘‘th'e“’pré“c'ee‘é[j_"'i'i”g”“"'w

clause is

next clau

repeated in non—flnlte form at the beglnnlng of the

se as in Sentence (7).
1



(6) piba gagle ca yaa-tn-u-ge : suguba  ne.

then banana.leaf by 3o0.ir-wrap-hab-3sg.s tobacco sg.o0
(7) A-tn-eji suguba ne druku ° cabu yaa-c-it-u-ge.

cl-wrap-p.par tobacco sg.o holder into 3o.ir-put-sem-

hab-3sg.s

6) 7)

Then wrap the tobacco in a banana leaf. The wrapped

tobacco they put into the tobacco holder.

Sometimes the word siige 'finished that' occurs as a
recapitulation of the former clause. These various recapitulations
combine with other features to indicate sentence boundaries, but
they are not always such an indication when they occur apart

from other clues.

3sg.s mother sg.s 1nt f—go—PS-1/3sg s fish.trap Sg.o
tage gome i-pic-mal-uj-i, <) o-can-uij-=i o
mouth near 30—close-d1m-P5 i/3sg. s 30. f—carry—P5-1/3sg s
Neeteri Nidtegije, d)Eeega u—Jar—ac-lt—uj—l
(place name) . there-p 30.f-throw-com-sem-P5-i/3sd.s
baduge cabu., ' B ' } ' -

- river  into -.
(9) siige, tabe  t- a—cn—en—ut-uj -i

finished 3sg.s tw-1nt—return—prog—éem-PS i/3sg.s

Pugigaabe teeme cewe - De.
place name) 3.pos village to
8'a)She the mother weﬁt, b)closeé the f£ish trap near the

d)

mouth, c)carr:ied it to Neeteri Nitegiie, and threw it

9)

Finished, she returned to her

village Pugigaabe. - o - .

into the river there.

- In Sentence (9). _the repetltlon of .the pronoun also- 1nd1cates
a new sentence. The clauses in Sentence (8) are simply Juxta—
posed to imply a closely-knit sequence of events., There is no
- connecter -needed even with the final clause, A ‘connector may-
occasionally occur before‘the last”elause,wsuch"aswﬂthen*”or““”W“
'but® or 'finished', but never 'and';




The use of a deictic, such as 'that' in Sentence (2) is

|
often but not always used to separate clauses because it gives

more prominence to a person or object that is already in

unmarked focus in the prgceeding clauses.
1
A change in the timé of action separates events, especially
in a sentence of juxtaposed clauses where events occur in rapid
succession. Sentence (3) above is thus‘separated from preceeding

and following clauses.

Another important indicator of sentence boundaries is the
conjunctioh. Some conjunctions join clauses into one sentence,
while others are used to separate clauses.. . However, the
primary use of conjunctions remains that of showiné relationships

between clauses and thus between sentences and paragraphs.




FARAGRAPH BOUNDARIES
AND CONJUNCTION

Bine paragraphs vary in size as well as in composition.
In narrative discourse clues such as a change in setting, -
either time of location, may signal a new paragraph. Also,
a return to the eventline after more lengthy background
information may, but does not always, signal a new paragraph.
A change in the tense of the eventline, but not merely tense
switching, may indicate a new paragraph. A change in the
speaker .of quoted material may reédire a new paragraph. In a
narrati?e a major character is often the global topic for one
or more paragraphs. Focus on another‘major participant would
then indicate a change in global topic and the need for a new
paragraph.

Non-narrative discourse is usually subject matter oriented,

-~A-change in topic, or a shift in emphasis may indicate a new —

paragriph. Certain conjunctions help in signaling changes

of gloBal topic. Yo meaning 'yes' indicates a major shift in
topic or emphasis. Siige meaning 'finished' may operate at

- the clause, sentence, or paragraph level. - - ' '

(1) Yo, siige puma-—cita ca  liba, = sosi
yes finished there-first from 1if/when church

pisi n-vene——-—
there Eg-3m.sg.np

Yes, finished, if you go on from there, there is a church---

Pot6 cidi me usually means ‘'about' or ‘'concerning' and it
can be used to introduce or to end a paragraph, or a smaller
or langer chunk’of discourse.

C(2) - Cuta nuuija gwidape poto cidid gg;#;ﬁﬁ,?l
. also . other thing some edge to

Also, another thing,---

Cuta piivepu 'also and' as well as most other conjunctions
discussed under Sentence Boundaries may function also at the
paragraph level. '




QUOTED SPEECH

|

Quoted speech mnay bé 1ntroduced as either thought or
audible speech. Direct and indirect gquotations follow the
same pattern of consbructlon.

(1) Tabe je-j-i-ge egd, “"Cane o—tn-1i " m-dne."
3sg.s 3o0-say-P2/i-3sg.s thus lsg.s cl-go-nom Pos-lsg.np

He said thus, "I want to go."

Either the verb of speaklng or the word g' 'thus' may be

or any time when the act of speaking is clearly indicated.
k : .

Intention, which in many languages is constructed from
guoted thought, is usually expressed by the word 31gi 'want'

in Bine. This is accompanled by the verb 1nf1n1t1ve.tﬁﬁw“

(2) Cane sini wa—wen-a-me.
lsg.s want cl-do-non- 1nf S ST e e

I want to do it.

There is a verb to negate quoted thoughtkas fpllows:

(3)  Cane a-pu , _na-yen-i-ge -
1sg.s this-like lsg er- thought(erronlously)-P2/1 35g

egi maane o-tn-i. m—-ate. .
thus 2sg.s cl.go. pom Pos-2sg.np

I erroniously thougﬁt that you wanted to go.




