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The Tojolabal Indians, who number between
eight and ten thousand people, are located 1n a
amall territory near GComitan, Chiapas, lexico.
The language they spesk is of the seme, name,
Tojolabal, which means "plain words®, The ine
formation in the following manuseript was
gathmd over a pewlod of three years of field
work in the ejidos of S8Saltille and Jotens, There

have been a number of informants used.



1845 PHONOLOCICAL PHOCESSES 0F TOJOLABAL
Julia Supple
There are two universal phoncologicel processes in
Tojolsbal, (1) Loss of Phonemes and (2) Assimilation.
I. Loss of FPhoneomes

Aes All identienl consonanta in a g¢luater are reduest o

/33i8ap?/ my comb beecwes (jisep')

/esip/ his tick becomss (sip)

/niven nan/ It's big, mother becomes (niwanam)
Be There is a loss of gletitalisation on glottalized

consonante

/8t jel/ chewing becomes (& ta¥ jel)

/seett8l/ It wes cut beoomes (sectidl)
CoThe phomemo ®]® ia lost when preesded by

8<

EiEe

/83mava/ I buy it beeomes (igma)
/¥iemn/ I open it becomes (¥ama)
Z2¢ The phoneme 2
/sjutu/ He plowed it becomes (sutu)
/331m38%/ his siingshot besomes (simict)
De The phonems "y is lost when preceded by &
/dysca/ He gave it beecmes (dasma)
/3y3ie/ He toock it becomes (Hiia)

/Sy000/ He dreve it becomes (3000)




All sesisilation is regressive, contiguous and
ascording to point of articulatione There are beth
conplete and incomplete asssimilebione
Ae Complote
1« Then unglottalizad stops or affricates are
followsd by treir corresponding glotbtalized
stops or affricates, the cluster is raduced
to the glottalised phon
/E%k k'ak?/ It burned becomes (&'aktak?)
/ptiktit tvusan/ 8 1ittle thin becomes (p'ik*it‘usen)
/8ip pfajtan/ the tisk first begomes (siptajtan)
hined loudly beeomes (faftuduni)
/ob 6'ay/ He emtered guickly becomes (of‘sy)

" 3 followed
/suts/ I _turn it becomes (sutu)
/ﬁau@/ I sbhave it Leeomss

3s 8 followed by ¥ becomes 8

s (#aln)

/ sﬁaln/ its jer beeome
/sielak/ his rager becomes {se1ek)

4o 6 or &' followed by £ becomes &

/0¥ gad/ It entered hard becomes (ofag)
/38sa¥s dagd/ 1%11 chew hard beeomes {j¥'agad)




Be & ar aé/* followed by g becomes ¥
/@X #10l/ The sqguesh entered becomes (egfvol)
/jevest geol/ 1111 chew equash beeomes {j¥*aftol)

6 #£ followed by & beeomes &
/dsg euuni/ He rursed hard becomes (gaduuni)
/éag Leani/ He dansed hard becomss {fasanni)

B« Incomplete
1. 3 followed by & or £' beeomes s

/égono/ I _gether it becomes (sfomo)
/&fvana/ I _sook it becomes (agf'ana)

v

2. & followsd by § or ¥? beeowes &
/a¥ol/ its row becomes (5Gol)
/e6valnupt/ its spimning @ish beecomes (3¢Falnup?)

3¢ B followed By &k besomes

/pinka/ hseiends beeomes (pipke)
1 besomes (potranie)

/potranks/ young
4o 0 followsd by p or p* bogomea m
/iten/ yollow begomes (ktemp?i) it ripemed
/kmz/_ta remain beeomos (kam pvasn) it remained
thrown oub




