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Goals Lookup by phonological parameters needs broad categories
¢ Dictionary software for sign languages, comparable to what is available for spoken Key design principle: Coding signs for lookup is not transcription—less is more.
languages:

For finding signs in a dictionary, we don 't want to code for every contrastive detail (unlike what

¢ Any sign language, structured around the sign language lexicon might be needed for transcription or analysis).

¢ Glosses and translations in one or more languages (spoken or signed)

e A true dictionary, not just a wordlist e For the user, coding (or “indexing”, as it is referred to in SooSL) based on broad categories
e Support community members (and linguists) in developing dictionaries makes signs easier to find.
e Easy to learn and use; minimal background in linguistics required ¢ With narrow categories, users may look for a sign using some category other than what
e Self-contained and portable the compiler chose, due to variations in how the sign is produced or different
e Free of charge understanding of the category.
e Multi-platform: Windows and Mac OS X o It is better to search too broadly, and have to sift through several results, than to search
too narrowly and not find the sign at all.
Features ¢ For the compiler, who must provide the codes for each sign, a simpler coding system with a

: smaller number of broad categories is easier to use.
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Signs can be coded for | combined as needed.
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Why another diction ary prog ram? We plan tq merge or eliminate several of.th.e caﬁegones shown in the scrgenshqt. For
example, we will eliminate the contact/near distinction under Location, handling it instead under
Sign language communities often want dictionaries for their language, but may not know Motion (Contact type), and will add a location for neutral space.
how to make one. The result is often very limited—basically just a wordlist.
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Excerpt from Serafin Garcia, Esfher. 1390. Commumicaci6n Manual. Mexico, D.F. ® More options for searching, e.g. by dialect, grammatical category, user-defined

More sophisticated dictionaries (DVD, websites) generally have practical limitations: categories, and fuzzy searches (e.g. for any of several similar handshapes)
¢ Cross-reference between entries (e.g. synonyms)

¢ Output to HTML for web pages and other distribution formats

e Collaboration features

¢ Designed for one specific sign language; not easily adapted to others
¢ Require special technical skills to develop
e Necessary resources (DVD players or adequate internet bandwidth) are not readily

available in some countries Website for download and contact information
Sophisticated, general-purpose dictionary software has existed since at least the 1990’s, such
as Shoebox/Toolbox, FLEx, WeSay, LexiquePro, and TshwanalLex. However, these programs
are designed for spoken languages; they do not work well for sign languages.

Current version (version 0.8.5, Windows XP and later, OS X 10.6.8 and later) and a sample
database are available online:

e Require text-based transcription for signs and example sentences http://www.soosl.net contact@soosl.net
e Limited or no support for video SooSL is © 2016 by SIL International, and is released without charge under an open source
license.

12™ International Conference on Theoretical Issues in Sign Language Research (TISLR 12). 4-7 January 2016, Melbourne, Australia. © 2016 SIL International. May be reproduced for non-profit use.


http://www.soosl.net
mailto:contact@soosl.net

	J. Albert Bickford
	Timothy Grove
	Geoffrey Hunt
	Stuart M. Thiessen
	Lookup by phonological parameters needs broad categories
	Goals
	Features
	Why another dictionary program?
	Future development planned
	Website for download and contact information

