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Intreductipn,.

2,

This paper is a statement of the Phonemes and Urthography

of the Kcmba language., This language belongs to the

Western Husn Peninsula family and is spoken by approxinatelyy
e c

a X
10,000 people in 35 villag Kabwum Sub-distiicet,

s in th

Papua Hew Cuinea,

The data used for this peper was ccllected in the vill

&

oe
of fuin {Koge)} over a period of five years,
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CHART UF eriCNERES, !
Bilabial, Alvesolar., VYelar, Labialised Velar,

vl, 3] 14 k ku
S5tops.

vd,. b d g gu

‘Ult &
Fricatives,

vde i
lasals, m n 7
Lateral flap. 1
Semi Vouels. W y
Vouels.

. Front, Central. Back,

Highe i u
fiid e a s)
Low a
NGtC’.
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e Phoneme Z¢/
typing ease.

throughout this paper for

o
¢s]

Bhonere //
yoing 2asa,

uritten as & throughout this paper for
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TRASTIVE FEATURES,
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324 DESCRIPTIOHN OF COA

Conscnants.,
There is contrast as to manner of articulation betuecen
voiced and vgiceless stops, voiced and voiceless fricatives,
asals, a lateral flap and semi=-vouwels,
The stops contrast as to bilabial, alvesler, velar and

od

labialized velar points of articulation.

m
pu}
[
o
m
| o
o
3

The nasals contrast as to bilabial, alveolar
pointg of apticuleticn.
The s

points. of articulaticn.

¥}

mi=vowels contrast as to bilebial and alveolar

Voguwels,
Yowels contrast vertically as to high
positicons. The high vowels co

nt
tongue pesitiocn, and the mid vou
on

*

3

central and back tengue positi

[%]
.

4,1, STATUS CF ITENS WHICH MAY BE CITHER SEGUCHCE 05 UNIT.
o

When a nasal is followed by a stop e.g. mb, nd, ng, these

3]

aire interpreted as tug single phoncmes.

jalp

gasons for this,

Qe Oceours cnly across syllable boundaries,
b, iesals folloued by stops of a different psint of
articulation alsoc occeur across syllable boundaries,
Bela 1d, ng, Mg, mde
' /?éb%lémdé/ (batninnda) not heavy
/oiléancd/ (gilnmgn) your bleod
/afdundd/ (maTumnda) completed .
Ca Reduces the number of censonants by thres.



b4eZo VOCOID LENGTH.

Opuble length vocoids contrast with single length vccolds
in all positions, All vocoids ocour with double length and
wave been interpreted as tuc identicel vouels being uyritten as

Vv, Dy
than 1%2.
he s

-~

vouel 2

of
may
vouwels

he

articulation

gither voiceless vowel plus

°

this means the number of vouwels is kept at 6 rather

ingje vouel is comprised of cne mora and the double

moras of time. When two vowels of corresponding point

peccur in veord initial position, The series
voiced veouwel, or tuo voiced

these tuwo series being contrastive.

3luQ</ (bityn) his hand
/blltﬂ“ (Biitya) his sisterl!s chikd

fisal/ {(isnk) old venetabloes
/iisak; {(iisnk] sugar cane pith
fther OCCUTTENCES.
faibii/ {aibii’ they will go
/e/ and fee/
Jket/ {khet} tarc beotle
/kectyd/ (kheetyal eqg
’bet/ {bet) hand
/boeet beet/ (hest beet) bird tyn
fther cccurrences,.

. ’ ‘/ A}

JEelan/ (Celay) shelf
/kectpi/ (keetya) eng



Ja/land Jaa/

/bay gam taap/

/bAu gaam taap/

ithgar gcourrences,

/to jman gaap/
/Cfaa‘ga/.
/kaa7um/

/o/ and foc/
/colaypsap,/
/Goligé/
/ockda/

t/
nhubat/

and Juu/
/kutgg/
/kuut

Other loccurrences.

/tuu/
/tuubabot/

OCCUTrTranCes e

(bau gam taap)

(bau gaam taap)

(tho amm gaap)
(daagal

{(kaapum)

(ociagsap}
(Colign)
(gokyn}
{gootyn)

(tﬁogoot}
{dooggubat)

{(khutyn)
(khuut}

(thuu}
{(thuubabot)

VYoiceless and Yoiced.

/Aamgu&e/
. /aanguue/
"/0elina/
7651agip/

(famquue)

(aamguue)
s

(Colign}

{oolanip}

(%) ]

a pig has come
he is cutting the pig

she is bringing water
his tail
breath

he undid it
his appearance
from

plant shoot

wet
I will shut it

fiis name

large pit pit

do it
vou buo will do it

they encircled it,
they did womens work,
his appearance

he untied it.,



4030

Suspect vv clusters fall intoc two groups.
a, here the vocoid cluster cccuvring must be interpreted as
two vowels, each comprising a syllable nucleus, Clusters of
this group occur when a high voceid (i or uj precedes a mid

or low vocoid. When this cccurs there are twoc separate

syllablese.

02U

/nian/ (nian} 1 eat

/niet/ (niet) we 2 cat

/aibioy/ (AiBion) you all may go
/nuriabot/ {(muTriabot! you 2 are breaking it
/kaduik/ (khafuik) , he must seek

he . Uhere the vocoid cluster cccurtking must be interpreted as
vv comprising one syllable nucleus. Clusters of this group
occur whenever a high vocoid (i orvu) follows a mid or low

voccid, Uhenever tihis occurs it is cne syllable,

EeGs

/miai mAi {(mAni maij comb
/aim/ {nim} go
/kaukni/ (khauknn) my head
/aum/ (num) pandanus

Unenever 2 high vocolids are contiguous esach is a syllable
nucleus,
EBele , .
£ eayd £ 0N :
/oésuin/ {ansuinj you held

.

/sambuip/ (sAmbuip; he picked it



byl STATUS OF ITEMAS WHICH MAY BE _CONSCHAHT CR VOLEL .

The vocoids i and u and semi-vocoids y and u have besen

interpreted as vouels when in any syllable nuclear positicn

and as semi-vouwels uvhen in non nuclear peosition.

juclear positicns.

/ni/ (nij}

/dit/ {(dit]
/ibAna/ (ibnip~
/uai/ (i)
[adip/ . (gnip)
/taik/ {thaik}

Jun/ (um)

Jmulun/ (mulum)
/nulun/ ‘ (sulun?
/uau/ E {wau’}
Skaugs/ . {(khauna }
/kaukyid/ (khaukza )

Non nuclear pogiticns,

/yeiagi/ (yeiagn)
/yen/ (ven]
yangh/ (yangn )
/muyagiap/ (muyagiap)
Juenza/ . (usnzaj
[uaatpap/ {waatpap)
faiwan/ (aiuvan)

/gavet/ (gavet]

bird

grub

his father
who

he came

it must stay

pit nit
snake
slouly
dog
white

his head

his mother's
nothing
left hand

he appeared

the coast
he will blow
I wvent

we 2 came

brother

it
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A1l conscnants are produced with egressime lung air,

5e1e2,

Voiceloss

S5topse.

Veiceless stops ccour at bilabial, alveolar and velar points
of articulation, Uord initially the veoiceless stops are

aspirated,

/el
/nondni/
/kopa/
Jkuap/
/t/
/toden/
/patey/
/paset/
/x/
/kunyi/
/kAukna/
/pakeni/

/oéik/

{(phonagn)
(khopa)
(kwap}

v
(thoren}

(khungnj
{khnukha)
{phakega}
(gaik)

his elder sister
retarded faculties

it hit

end
cold

fence

first child
his head
COVET1Ng

he must cone



Yoiced Stops

10

Voiced bilabial, alveclar and velar stcps occcur word

initially and medial contigucus to a nasal, VYociced stops

Tluctuate word initially in a limi
nasalised vweciced stops produced at corresponding points of
articulation, '

Yoiced bilabial and

occur inter vecalically,

/b/
/baligad
/be/
/bedom/
/benu/
/ibagh/
/Aiboot/
/imband/
/kanban/
/d/
/dangon/
/den/
Jdit/
/dancit/
/ding/
/hada/
/zida/
/pindok/
/babslanda/
/o/
/oatan/
/gelap/
- /oedia/
/cupnéy/

(bAiimm)

(bey {mhe}
{(bercm)

(benu} {mbenu)
{(ibNgAj
{(niBoot)
(imbagn)
{khi\nbam)

{dagoon’
(don;

(dit) (ndit)
(dagoat] {n
{dinn}

(baTn}

(zifn}
{phindak}
CIISELELS

(gnt~m)
v *
(gelap)
{gern) {ngern}

GUDTNG ) ROUDMAT
peid 7 J 3/

ted number of words wit

h proe

velar fricatives and alveolar flap

bad

taro

sga breeze
sueet potato
his father
you may go
much

stick

parden border mark

cund grub
ginger plant
it's =ound
mountains, bush
here

hat-

not heavy

later
hollow shrub
holleow pit pit type

red harducod tree



/o/ contd,
/zagit/
/mogatsap/
/biggoygon/
/mungd/

Fricatives,

{zosnk)

(mosatsap)
(biyggogoon)

(mungaj

11

two
he vomited
Jaus harp

vour young brother

Voicod and veciceless alveolar fricatives fluctuate with

voiced and

position in a

imited number of uwords,

medially with out fluctuaticn,

/s/
/sumben/
/sadu/
/sugaap/
/soomat/
/bisd/
/oolonsap/
/asagiap/
/z/
/zaasap/
/zaght/
/zuu/
/zf8nguan/
/bizagdt/
/kinzap/
/bukuzatpi/

/wenza/

{sumbem)

v *,
(saru}
(sugaap; (tsugaap)
(soomat) (tosoomat)
hisnj

v
(oolegsap)

{asasiap}

{zaasapj

(zaent)

(zuu)  (dzuu}
{zagguanj~ {dzapguwan]
(brnzaght) |
(khinzap)

{bukuzatzma)

(uenzaj

cless affricates respectively in word initial

The fricatives occur

sliy

sea

he plerced it
frog

brother in law
he wundid it

he appeared

he arose

tuo

Lush animal

I hit them
ten |

he stbod up
his 2 friends

the coas
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Thosm phonenes classes coour in

1 charted below,
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X
@
a
fomd
85}
W
%)
6}
[#3]
»

a
Syllable types. v Phon

vl
clvl
clvlcZ
vlc?2
o clv2vd \

clvlivdce? s

! vavy s
L v2vicZ
De2e3e Res ~icticns Gf sccurrence in complex nucled,

have becn found in syllables

ted below,

o~

1 X
;
|
e 1 X X X
i i
a * \
|
4 X % *
0 X X &
1
U X

(’uo
consonant. cluste tdo hcb ocour within syllahles, Consonant

‘clusters across syllémle_aounn rige have bean fou

charted beolou,

A1l conscnants mey occocur word and syllabl
T

final,
The initial conscnants il clusters ere listed to the l&ft
of the chart.
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X | x x|
X b x Ix!x Ix
X% X X | ® | % ix
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B I X X %
Rl X1 % x| x |x %1 X
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7‘4‘. G"x( E iLl\Ta
fuluben oAt dind sibiman, mulubeyn zo nulubey
v v
ffuluben gnat diygn snbrman, uultﬁ zo thopnayain, wmulubes
sehimee z0o ko AibAdip zipd nume. zodat dipyd slingd sobime,.
- > i > 4 ! - g 4 Pen)
sohime. zo kho iBarap ziunn nmumc, zoral dapmasamy  sobims.

, too onmd K kiipasan landibotnd same.

C a)
sghem wshanet , thaike, tihco omygd  kho khiipaan londiboiy  shme,

idak abépn Andia kwak mak opap git, coo pindgneti ko,
Y . . P
irak abay andia kwak mak ocpap gnte thoc phinganet kno,

too pam, Aim nabo kuap-me. be Kkemitme. biu om plndime.
thoo pham, Aim nabo kwap-me. be khanitme. bAu om phindime.
zo ko 8lip wnighk opmap. zo zenght anutu zind cht ke vya

zo kho Rlip migak opmep. #o zenont anutu zinan gat kho yata

UPRS .

UDME

I will tell the story or wmuluben. They used to carve mulubey
{itpls;e 1%t was like this, uhen their fathe e

e
wut it {in the house)

carved imoges,; baving carved the inal they A

and it stavyed., They cocked pic and gave hin, when things were
had. “hem they planted vams but they did not orcou goocd, but
vere bad. They hested wvater and put at his Teet and said
"today father thers will help us.”™ They gave the water to

o
{~te
=

they putc it then uent and

8]

teroe. They cooked and gave nhim D3

i
them. Thaot was their god, for that o
o b



Jdppendixe.

i)

{
",

Apniication for clecarance of orthouraphve.
There have boen ne major changes in the

anaiysis ow

srthography of fomba sincae the tentotive statement was pre-
sented in 1968, Ue ere left with no unresclved problems and
are satisfied that thsre is no likelehood of any future changes
in analysis or nrtnography.

- Gn this basis ue request theat the orthography be cleared as
an established orthograchy.

The Lutheran mission hes been teabhing literacy in HXite in
viliage schoels throughout the area for cver forty years, s
@ result of this there is a high literacy rate and it has
had & wmoulding and saitling flucnce on the orthography of
Famba, Literete lombas have beon writing Kemba using the
Kite orthography. OLue to the high literacy rzate we have no
plans for literacy work but seek to get the peocple to make
the few unaveidable adjustments to the Komba orthogranhy,

In presenting reading materials in Fomba the most obuiocus

croblem for the pec;la in adapting to the crthooraphy is

the change from the symbols ¢ and ¢ used For Koite double

5teps to the symlolg kw and gu used for the corresponding
Stops '

tabielized, in Konbao

te have done a dialsct survey and are satisticd ihiat the
orthography proposed is satisfactory for the four Komba

dialects.
Ze Chances in this peper,

The one charoge wade which sheould be noted is tho inclusion
of one were symbol in the Créhography of Homba. In the previgu
paper uwe stated VYciceless VYouels fluctuate with voico_d in

Posthon, (Thaw Followsd
vord initial by a vouel of corrcsponding o of articulstion,
e have since found contrast betucen these indicating voicelsse
vowels are vhonemic.
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/ianguue/ {languue they encircigd it.

P £ B & )

[rancuun/ LRARGUUE thoy did womoens worl
/lolind/ {Colign; his/her eppearance

4 - “ 2 L s
Joclanip/ \nolanip) he untied itv,.

50mE DCOUDTARCSS.

{Oolinhg his appearanco
{ languue they cnoircled it
2le {Eelon; shislf
hivinsap/ {iirzinsan; he was silent
/hin/ (Aan; sarth

/hunutnik/
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