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Las Creencias Qash.ndnuad &cerck de ies
Fesiles

En ol she 1yo0 lLes indigenas cashinahuas trajeren un peiige ae GApRIazen us tor-
(ugk tesilighae, Lo llove al Musse de Histeria Natural de Minneseia en el Esta-

e ae Minneseik, cende le examinaren y dijeren que toniﬁ 507000,000 de /nes de

@

an.ighesad. A mi regress lsa cente & lea casninanuse del gran interes que mis

' 0
pajisames tenian en esiLas cesas, Me centaren ce muches lugdres que cenecian en
W ' SN CEBLL. IR BRI N .

: = : : 1 .
in selve uenae hmpie pueses fusilizaces, Me srajeren sses nueses que habian es-
t .
tade a sele cuaire herms de ailstancia uel caserfe,

b

Les cashinebuas @& aenude be ¢An cun I'vBiles., LETA &8 UnA do lad cusas oen
i88 gue demuesSLran sus cenecimientes y gznacugaciﬁn per les fenumenss naturales
de 8u alrededer, Aun mi%, el heche de que elies puesdan dispensr cewn exheciiiug
2&&& huese ¥y el tipw ne animal 8l que periensce refleja un preiunde esnecimienie
) nnmton{a.inuupuas 48 iedus elles soServan nuesss i(wass les aius, de les ani-
miles que cazan tedes les dias peara cemer)

Este cenecimiente de la naturaleza se extiende & la vide y hapites ar tean la
tauna y 1a I'leora, el misme que o3 & revecnads en la caze ¥y supervivencia en la
Selva,

Perv mieniras les cashinanuas censcen les mismes neches que neseires acersa
ge ) munue clircunuiinie, y & Menug® on l'erme mas cwMpleitd, elles dedcewnwcen les
Purgue que neSeires hemes pallecde ue muches as ellea wtrmaves o nussire uéeniea.
Elles cviensn un inweres vital per ol srigen de las cuses que elles han voBServa-—
du en By ectual situaeioﬁ, ¥ Be han nschw sus prepiss exXplicecishes tante de e
#5188 tosiles come e los ewivarses tenomenss naturiles. Iss gcreemcias cashina-
nuas en relacisn a los foéiles cden en iras catsgerias vinculadds unas ¢vwn w-
cra: relacionadas, la cesmeiegia, el erigen de lvs wites, la religiem y supere-
ticien.

A los fesiles se les llama "Jiri Shau", hueses el espiritu terrestire,
cuyv medore e8 Jiri, ey des palapras para "espiritu”, Une es el espiritu de

un humane, bien de su alma, pien ue 8us neces e dol ser reilejadw en sus sjes,

El #irv es ol espiritu de animales, tales ceomev l& palewsd v la araiila, y tere



Be8 g'ngririeal inapinacas 5 taies ceme el besoue, les rias, ¥ 1a Tierrs misma:
Jiri, Les cashinanyes ;reen en la existencia ce genve, animales y opjetles en el
cieiv y dentre de la tierra, que yiven tal Cuidy neselres seore la tierrs,
La oxplicacién qae celigen de les fosiles es que sen les husses de les que mu-
Ten en ia tierrs, i
Les hueses larges cel 1ipe estos que se semsjas & los hueses huusnes se

interpretan com< nuesss de les antepadsages de les cashinanuas, quisnes decierwn
ger ainQS, ae lmagine. Ignoru ceme vialeren @ narar an la tisvi, aka;nus TG
las aluks qe les hembres vayan anera al munde celescial; asi, en el pasadv ue-
piervn haper ice al munde del espiritu cterresire Jiri , @ venlde cesde ahi.

En su religion estoes sSpiritus nv Aumanes ueben ser reversnciades, Algunes
de jes inuies se musstiran reaeics & ceger lus fugileé ® treerselos a loa ex-

tranes, perque el espiritu verresure K81 come les «.res existen en realiaand,

¥ sviien.emente, esies sapiritus y las ceses ligadas & elles pueden ecasiunar
o - )

efecius mRAles en ios in.iws, Per ejemple, ne se debe senalar ol arce iris per

ser el sencero qie usan las almae oe les nemores para ir al munuie celescial, 51

Be gelped un lwsii, el nuese del espiritu .erres.re irseria uucna lluvias.

Le siguien.e nisterif se relmid en el tiempe pasace remoiv, perv Lwudviad esiR
en ol wors.en ge la gente, Ella muesira cese wste &specis ue su religien tiene
que ver en su vidf glaria. ireuwd acerca ge selicitar peraise & Jiri para cemar
su arcilia y su ensenanze para nacer i& coramica; y ds cems Jiri hacia ellam p
park la genie pare que aprendiersn & hicerla, luege €8 Oure miie &cercd e les
erigenes,

El dspifivu Terrestre: Jiril

Jiri exisie. Mi pueble disenmos y hacia sus elilas piaichaale ayuea & Jiri, wi
deeir nace muche tismpe, Al pesir deciam: Jiri siri Zecey raminde tu areilla
hagme ia vuena® o iri &8 ei que %rae & la viga para elies, gl elanoru i areillyg
para elles, conecienae IiAa areilm hige itlnh lasa granaes  para la peplad de
NArine ge mni%, Pare el seprante de la yuecl ¥ DArR gucinar la ez,

Le8 mas peguenus, para la plaiurk,; lks Rz8p  pATR:svMAr 1R bebias ce meiz; eu-

cnerenes , jarras para ajua de penels peuelcs y prandes,
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3 1960 the Cashinahua Indians brought in a fragment ef fessilized turtle carapace.
1 teok it to the Museum of Natural Histery in Minn., Minn., where it was examined and
said te be 50,000,000 years eld, Upen my return I teld the Cashinahmas ef the great
interest my peeple had in these things. They told of many places througheut the jungle
where they knew of fossilized bones, They breught me these bones, which had been only
abeut feur hours away frem the village,

The Cashinahuas eoften run acress fossils, [This is just ene of the things that demen—
strate their knowledge and awareness of the natural phenemena areund them. Rurther
mere, the fact that they can accurately place each bene and the type of animal from
which it came reflects a prefeund kmewledge of anatemy. (After all, every day they
eoserve benes, Ifrem the animals they have hunted and eaten.) and this knewledpé

of nature extends to the lives andhabits ef all fauna and Ilera, which knewledge they
twrn te geed use in lunting and living in the jungle.

Bat whereas the Cashinahnas knew the same facts as we de about the werld areund us,

and often more cempletely than we de, they do not have the explanatiens that we have
found fer meny e¢f them through our technoiegy. They are vitally interested in the
erigins ¢f the things which they have obmerved in their present state, and have werked
out explanatiens for these fesails, as well as ether natural phenemena. ‘'The Cashinalma
beliels regarding fessils fall inte three everlapping categeries: cesmelogy, erigin
myths, réligien and superstitions.

Fessils are called ®Jiri Shau", the benes ef the sarth spirit, whese name is Jiri,.
There are two werds fer "spirit®N ene is the spirii ef a human, whether of his seul,
er of his exchement, or ef the being that is rerflected in his eye. The ether is the
gplrit of amimals, such as the dove or the squirrel, and eof inanimate geegragphical
features, such as the ferest, the rivers, and the earth itself, Jiri. The Cashinahuas
believe that there is an existence of pegple,:nimals,a nd things in the

sky and inside the earth, just like cur ewn life en the earth. 4nd te explain the
existence of fessils, it must be that they are the benes ef the earth dwelling beings.

Large bones such as thes, which resemble human benes, are explained as the bones of
the ancesters of thelashinahuas, who, I assume, are supposed w have been very large.
I don't Hnow how they came to be in the earth, unless as ithe souls of men now go to
the sky-werld, so in times past they must have gone inte the world of the earth spirit

diri, er come irem there.

In their religion these nonhuman spirits are te be revereds Oome of the Indians are
reluctant to handle the fossils er bring them to outsiders, because the earth spirit
ad well as the ethers are in existence right now. And evidently these spirits and
the things cennected with them can bring about bad effects upon the Indians, e.g.

you must net peint at a rainbew, which is the trail used by the seuls.ef men ie go

te the sky world. And if you hit a fessil, the bene of the earth spirit, it will bring

mach rain.

The follewing story isteld in the remete past temse, but it is still in thehearts of
the pe plie teday. It shows how this aspect of their religion has efrect on their
everyday lives, It tells of asking Jiri for permisaden te take his clay and ior ine
structions in the making ef pottery, and hew Jiri made pots of all kinds for the peeple
so that they would knew how te do it, hence anothererigin myth.



} The Earth Spirit —-Jird

Jiri sts, My peeple used te plan eui their pets and make them askking him fer
help, heard leng age. Asking they saids "Jidil Jidil Yeur clay I am getiin
from you, make it (them =« pots) good fer me." Jidi is the ene who brings the pets
stence for them, He worked the clay fer them, knowing abeut the clay, and
s big enes fer gruel, and fer lelt~ever yuca, and for cooking game. Saaller
ones fer paint, very small ones., Dowls fer drinking gruel, dippers, water jars te
vinking water, small and large. the clay scrapers he knew, He made them and
them and scraped eut them, making the pots goed. Making handsome waterjars.
its make handsome waterjars and bewls and dippers. The unskilled spirits ..
bad pets, with ugly wide epening, crooked, thin~bellied, obleng. The

earth spirit made them knowers long agoe and my peeple made pots, it is said,
2o make} pots you do them,t the people said,
REarth +1" Jidil Another pot of yours I'm geiting," they said. They get clay

and made a pet, I zaw long agoe.

When my people make pots, the earth spirit makes it known vo the knowing how to meke
pets,



