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ABBREVIATIONE & SYMBOLS

1. Abbreviations

Tr the abbreviations that follow, capital letters are used to
indicate tegmemes, levels, and major word classes, while lower
case letters are used to indicate morphemes, Abbreviations in-
dicating neither morphenes nor tagneumes or major word classes
follow normal practice with regerd to capitalisation or other-
wise (eegey Sp. for Spanish). Where no norm appcars to exist,
that form has been chosen which it is believed will be ecasiest
to recognize (cege, Orel for Chject relativization).

A Ad junct tagmene Den Demonstrative
A=R Axis~relator phrase der derivator
phrase ' desid desiderative clitic
adcet Adjunct Phrase nmarker dim dimirutive suffix
Adv Adverb dir directional marker
Adv Adverbial Emphatic ditr ditransitive
Emph tagneme dl dual
adv adverbial emphatic DO Dative Object tangmeme
enph morphene DopP Dative Obhject Phrasec
AJ Adjective Dp Directional Phrase
AP Adjunct Phrase dub dubitative clitie
LET Attributive tagmene Imph  Emphatic tagmene
aug augmentative suffix emph enphatic morphene
Aux Auziliary excl exclusive
aux auxiliary indicator extrap noved by extraposition
ind £ feminine
B Base frus frustrative clitic
bas basic filler of periph fut future clitic
slot in VG,. . 3 Head tagneme
At I Instrument tagaene
Ben Benefactive tagmene I I‘;jr”a 1 :”g g
) . g nterroge > taguene
ben benefactive marizer ii :%t“r;ogétiz- Tgf‘fgo
BP Benefactive Phrase > ipberrogative morpacne
. . IgCl Interrogative Clause
c any consonant TomCl  Tuverative Claus
Cuelo complete list T aperass ause
- imptv  lmperative
cl Clausae . . .
5 . incho dinchoative
o class incl  inclusive
clsfr classificr suffix T “ul 1 b
co Causative Object tag- incomp }ncomp etive C}l ic
meme instr dinstrument nmarker
. N n ntensifie agmer
Conc  Concomitant tapgmene ;‘t ?“tcls?f%“r tlbufme
int intensifier morphene

Cond Conditicnal tapueme

CondP Conditional Phrase intent stated intention clitic

Inton Intonation Contour

conn connector . 5 A
CPp Concomitart Phrase intr intransitive
caty caunative Ip Instruient Phrese
Ctv Comparative tagaene L L?cgilvettagmeme

. I i1 ) LETIeme
Ctvp Comparative Phrase Lim Llhlu?r aghiere
D Directional tapguene EP EOC?E%VO Phrase
Dst Detive tagneme M Modifier tagmemne
dat dative marker = . mascul}n@ .
DCClCl Do Cl@rf}.tive Clﬂuse l‘icOo(Jc may Ol‘llt Claf.‘islfler
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0. INTRODUCTTION

0.1. The language and tThe people.

Resigaro is spoken by a handful of people living on the banks
of & northern afflucnt of the imazon in north-castern Peru.
These remnants of the Resigaro tribe live anongst the Ocaina
and the Bora in the villages of Puertc Isango and Brillo Nucevo,
respectively, on the banks of the Yaguasyacu river, a tributary
of the Ampiyacu, which flows into the Amazcn at Pebas. The
location of these villages in 19721 ic indicated in sketch

nap IT.

In 1915, Whiffen estimated that there were about 1,000
Resigaros between the Muenane, the Nonuya and the Boro (sic,
~- for Bora), along the banks of thc Japurf (= Caqueth), to
the'north of the Kahuinari (= Cahuinari) river, in Colombia

(cfe sketch nmop I).
i

In 197172 I found four adult speakers (Alicia Ocapgane
and her two daughters, Adelina and Rosa, and son Pablo) and
six children in Puerto Izango. The children had Resigaro mothers
and Ccaina fathers, There were also some Qcaina spoakers (c«.ges
the teacher, Jos& Aﬂdrade) who said that they were Resigaros, but

A letter dated 9th August 1974 from wy main informant, Pablo
indrade Ocagane, indicates that the Puerto Isango comuunity of
sone 200 Ocainas has relocated the village half-an-hour's journcy

(by canoe) downriver from the 1972 location. The Resigaro speake
ers in the compunity have moved along with the Ocainas.

1



no longer spoke the language.

In Brillo Nuevo I fouﬁd one wonan (Cecilia) of zbout fifty
years old who was Resigara, bu£ was narried to a Bora, and had
not spoken the language for years, except on occasional ucctings
with the Resigaros from Puerto Isango. There were also several
other Bora speakers (c.g. Eihkyepa?) who said that they were
Resigaros, but had lost their parcnts when children, and had
been brought up by Beras. They now spoke ao Resigaro, but underw

stood some of it.

From a couparative study of published vocabularies and
gramnaticel descriptions, it is obvious that Resfigaro is related
historically to Bora, though the two languages are not at all
mutually intolligiblé. Inasmuch as others affir@ that Bora is
related to Ccaina and Huitoto, Resfgaro must be related to these,
too, although thesce latter two languages sound totally different
from Resigaro, and very few cognates between Huitoto and Resf-
garo are to be found in a comparison of approximately 370 words
bascd on the Rowe Standard Comparative Vocabulary (tropical for-
est area) and tho Swadesh list. 4 far more extensive comparison
was made between Ocaina and Resigaro, involving nearly 2,000
words (including those on the above-mentioned lists), and sin-

ilarly few cognates were found.

Appendix IT lists the Ocaina, Bora and Huitoto words from

the Rowe and Swadesh lists, alongside the Resigaro, for conpar—



"these figures nust be taken as very approxinate, and
probably overestimeted in sone cascs" (p. 59).

The statistics are as follows:

Witoto group of tribes 15,000
Boro group 15;000
Dukaiya or Okaina group 2,000
Muenane group 24,000
Nonuya group 1,000
Resigero group 1,000
Lndoke group 10,000
Menimehe group 15,000
Karahone group : 25,000

An early indication of the decreasing size of these tribes
is to pe found in Whiffen's statement,

"The Boro and Resigero also intermarry -~ at least cases of
such marriages are known''.

This, in @pite of the fact that

"The Boro, Resigero and Okaina may not love each other, but
they agree in their detestation of the Witoto" (pp. 60-61).

This detestation was shown by fighting and cannibalisn:
"Mosty if not all, of the Indians of the upper rivers arc

indisputably cannibals, especially the Boro, Andoke, and
Resigero groups™ (p. 120).

Whiffen also recounts the unusual case of a Resdgaro chicf
who collected a band of warriors to punish those nmcubers of his
own tribe who subnitted to the whites, in order to deter others

from submitting. He states that in one place he found 38 dead



Q. Intrcduction.

Tn describing the thrse iodes, above (section Osta2e) sy an
exanple was given froo tho nhonological hierarchy, phonene
level, This indicated that phoneue contrasts arc described
wader the contrest node, allophonic variation described under
the variation node, and distribution under the distribution

rode.

However, while this presentation night be theoretically
satisfying, in practical terns it is at least inconvenient,
if not inappropriate, and tagnenicists have generally dese
cribed the phonological hicerarchy without refercnce to the

three modes (cege Elson (ed.), 1967).

Tven Kenneth Pike has not followed this prescntation
coupletely. In the article he co~authored with Rachel Saint

in Studies in Ecuadorian Indian Languages: I (Elson (ede)y

1962) y though the description is in terns of the three modes,
a concession is made to convenience in that first consonants
are described in terms of each of the three nodes, and then

vowels arc described in the sane way (cf. pe 2)e

Other articles (by other authors) in the sane publication
reduce these six sections to five, by grouping consonents and
vowels for distribution, though separating them for the other

nodes (see, for exanple, Bornan (ppe 45-59) ).

43
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In the present description, it has been thought prefer~
able to reduce this further to the original format of the
three nmodes (i.,¢.,, in threc sections), by changing slightly

the components of cach section.

Thus, on the phoneme level, for instance, contrast ncde
suniarizes the contrastive-identificational features of pho-~
neries in two matrices and a short statcient (for suprasege

mentals) .

Detailed exenplification of the phonemes, justifying their
establishment as scparate units, is reserved for the variation
riodes This is considered appropriate since the variant nani-
festations of the phonenic unit (an abstract entity) are the
piionenesd, just as the vaoriant monifestations of the INoun Phrase,
for instance (in the grarmatical hierarchy), arc different
types of NP. Inherent in the establishment of differcnt types
-= in any hicrarchy -~ 1s their contrast with other types at

the sane level.

In this, the presentation of the phonology in this
description parallels that of the granmar, where the contrast
node rmerely indicates briefly the contrastive characteristics
of the levels and units in quéestion as a whole, in justifi-
cation of the establishiient of that level (and, in the gran-
nar, the particular'class ~= noun word versus verb word, ¢lc.).

1t also has the advantage of permitting the allophones of a
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ii) ph -~ ?0si « ku ~nb
all "hand" dual rest

T Wgen" (Jdte.; "all two hands",
B: NnSt
i

i.e., both hands)

1
sx‘ 1 sx 3% s8xh
1 Lol

2

Num, 4

307031 Distribution.

The members of the class of numeral words are distributed
in the Numeral Phrase., Sub-classes are set up on the basis

of this distribution.

Be7edelese Sub-class 1,

This consists of all the above numerals, which are distribe

uted in Numeral Phrase type 1.

31703.20 Suwalass 20

This consists of the numerals saﬁg, "one', and migaakf, HEwoll,

which are also distributed in Numeral Phrase type ii.

(For further details, cf. 6.1.3¢2.4 below.)

D —

"two" is the ring finger, "three" is the index finger, and
"four" is the forefinger. "Five' is the hand, "Six" is the
little finger of the other hand, etcs == cfs 6.143.420242¢,
balow.






