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Introduction

This book has been compiled for several reasons. First, it will help speakers of the
Eastern Red Karen dialect in Muang district, Mae Hong Son province to study the written
form of their own language and compare it with the Thai language and with English. It is
hoped that this will help them in the preservation and use of their own language. It is also
hoped that the book will prove useful to speakers of Thai who wish to understand and be
able to communicate with the Eastern Red Karen speakers in Mae Hong Son in their own
language. And finally, it is hoped that the book will be of help to speakers of English who
are visiting rural areas of Thailand and want to know something of the local language. For
foreign visitors who may not be able to read the Thai script or for Thai speakers who
struggle with certain non-Thai combinations of sounds and symbols of the Eastern Red
Karen language, it may be necessary to point to the relevant phrase and then repeat it
after the local speaker.

The Thai politeness marker, 'khrap', which is used by a male speaker has been used
throughout. This should be changed to 'kha' in every case where the speaker is female.
Similarly, the same is true for the Thai first person reference pronoun 'phom', 'l/me'. While
‘phom' has been used throughout, a female speaker (using the Thai portion) needs to
change the form to 'di chan'. In the Red Karen language, however, politeness markers of
this type are not used.

In using this Phrasebook, the reader will find the Eastern Red Karen translation in the first
column of each page. The second column is the Thai equivalent and the third column is
the English equivalent.

Finally, may it be noted that this is a preliminary attempt to write Eastern Red Karen with a
Thai orthography. Thus, further testing will be needed to establish accuracy.
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Is there a bus to the village of
Nai Soi ?

How often does the bus go?

The bus leaves every morning at
9.00.

The bus leaves every afternoon at
3.00.

Excuse me, can you help me?

Where do you want to go?

Can you tell me the way to the
village of Toapsawk?

Can you tell me the way to the
district office?

Can you tell me the way to the
village chief's house?

Can you tell me the way to your
house?

Go to the next junction and turn
right.

Go to the next junction and turn
left.

Go straight ahead for three
kilometers.

How far is it to the village of
Toapsawk?

I want to go to Toapsawk viilage.
Is it far?

It's not far, only three kilometers.
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It's still far from here; it's twenty
kilometers.

Can you show me the way?
I will come with you.

I will send someone to take you
there.

What is the matter?

Do you need help?

| am out of fuel.

Where is the nearest station?

I have a flat tire.

Is there a repair shop near here?
My engine will not run.

Is there someone who can help
me?

Thank you very much for your
help.

Greetings and Leavetakings
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Hello! How are you?

I'm fine. How are you?

I'm the same as usual.

f've not been very well.

| haven't seen you for a long time.
Where have you been?

I've been away.

| went to Mae Hong Son.

I've been very busy.

How is your family?

It's good to see you again.
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It's getting late.
| have to leave now.
Don't hurry off.

I'm sorry | can't stay longer, but |
must go home.

Come and see me if you get a
chance.

Goodbye!

Thanks for coming. I'm glad you
came.

Come again soon.

Accommodations

and Housing
Where are you staying?

I'm staying with my friend.
I'm staying in a hotel.

I'm staying at the district center.

I'm staying at the province center.

I'm renting a house.

| would like to rent a house.

| would like to rent a room.

Are there any houses for rent in
this village?

Yes there is an empty house near
the river.

How much does it cost to rent this
place?

It will cost 300 baht per month.

How many rooms does the house
have?

Does it have a kitchen?

Does it have a toilet?

o=zl
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| would like to rent this house for
two months.

| would like to rent this house for
one year.

Introductions

I would like you to meet my friend
Chaw.

| would like you to meet my father.

| would like you to meet my
younger brother, Tah.

Father, this is my friend Luon.

May | introduce myself? My name
is Tah.

I'm very happy to meet you.

Is this your first visit to the village?

Is this your first visit to the
province?

Have you met the village chief?
I would like to meet your family.

| hope | will see you again soon.
What is that man's name?
His name is John.

What is your name?
What is your family name?

What is your nickname?

My name is Tah.
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Compliments
This was a delicious meal.

I'm glad you enjoyed it.
Your blouse is very lovely.
Do you think so?

Do you think it is a bit short?

Do you think it is a bit large?
No, it is just right.
Thanks. It was a gift.

Your child is very clever.

Your child is very cute (a boy).
Your child is very pretty (a girl).
Your child is very healthy.

You are very skilled at weaving.

You are very skilled at playing
soccer.

Thanks
Thanks very much.

Thank you for bringing me home.
Thank you for the delicious meal.
Thank you for the flowers.

Thank you for helping me.

Thank you for the book.

Thank you for the picture.

Thank you for everything.

Thank you for inviting me.

I'm glad you were able to come.

You're welcome.

Think nothing of it.
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Invitations
Would you care for some coffee?

Yes, please.
Have some more rice!
No, thank you.

Are you free next Saturday
evening?

Are you free tomorrow evening?
| think so. Why?

I'd like to invite you to my house
for dinner.

What's the occasion?

Nothing special.

Just a chance to visit.

What time should | come?
We will eat around 6:30.

Please come to our house for my
sister's wedding feast.
When will this be?

It will take place on the fifteenth of
this month.

I will be happy to come.

Please join us to go to the festival
at the temple.

I'm afraid | can't make it this time.

Perhaps next time. Okay?
Okay.

Apologies

Excuse me.
I'm sorry to be late.

I'm sorry | can't stay.
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I'm worried about my children.
I'm sorry, | don't understand.

I'm sorry | can't help you.

Family and Village
Are you married yet?

Yes, I've been married for ten
years.
Do you have children?

How many children do you have?

I 'have four children, two boys and
two girls.

How old are your children?

Our oldest is eight and the
youngest is six months.

No, I'm not yet married.

How many brothers and sisters do
you have?

I have an older brother, two older
sisters and two younger siblings.

My eldest sister is divorced.

My younger sister is engaged.

Are your parents still living?

My mother is living, but my father
died three years ago.

Are your brothers and sisters in
school?

My two younger siblings are still in
school.

What does your older brother do?
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He is a farmer.
He is a teacher.
He is a civil servant.

My older sister is working in
Bangkok.

How long have you lived here in
this village?

This village seems like a very
good place to live.

How many families live in this
village?

The village chief is my father's
older brother.

The village chief is my father's
younger brother.

The village chief is my mother's
older brother.

The village chief is my mother's
younger brother.

The village chief is my paternal
grandfather.

The village chief is my maternal
grandfather.

The head teacher here is my
father's older sister.

The head teacher here is my
father's younger sister.

The head teacher here is my
mother's older sister.

The head teacher here is my
mother's younger sister.

Food and Eating

Have you eaten yet?

Yes, already.
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No, not yet.

What did you have with your rice?
We had vegetables and fish.

This food is delicious.

Please have some more.

Eat! Don't be shy.

Maybe just a little.

I'm already full.

Do you drink rice wine?

No, thank you, I'm not used to
drinking it.

Here, just try a little!

Okay, just a little.

Do you like it?

It's very strong.

it's very sour.

it's very sweet.

It's very bitter.

I'm hungry.

I'm thirsty.

Do you know how to cook bamboo

shoots?

No. Will you show me how?

Buying and Selling

What do you want to buy?
What are you looking for?

| want to buy vegetables.

How much are the cucumbers?
They are five baht per kilo.
The price has gone up already.

Yes, these come from the
province center.
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Okay, | will take one kilo.

| also want these bananas.
They are ten baht per hand.
That is quite expensive.
These are very delicious.
Take some of this pork!

I'll take the piece without bones
and fat.

Where can | buy cooking oil?

You can buy it in the general
store.

What is the price of glutinous rice
now?

What is the price of non-glutinous
rice?

Take this kind. It is newly
harvested.

Activities and Occupations
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What are you doing?
t am washing the rice.

| am cooking rice for the evening
meal.

I am washing the dishes.
| am washing the clothes.
| am sweeping the floor.

| am scrubbing the floor.

My older sister-in-law is planting
paddy rice.

My older sister-in-law is planting
manioc.

My older sister-in-law is planting
sugar cane.

My older sister-in-law is planting
tobacco.

My older sister-in-law is pianting
vegetables.
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It is planting time.

It is weeding time.

It is harvest time.

M)_l brother-in-law is harvesting
rice.

My brother-in-law is threshing rice.

My brother-in-law is pounding rice.

My brother-in-law is winnowing
rice.

I'm not doing anything.
I'm resting.

What is your paternal
grandmother doing?

What is your maternal
grandmother doing?

She is sleeping.

She is bathing.

She is eating.

She is talking with her friends.
The little boy is smiling.

The little boy is laughing.

The little boy is crying.

My younger brother is studying.
My younger brother is reading.

My younger brother is writing a
letter.

My younger brother is playing with
his friends.

They are singing.
They are dancing.

They are going to see a movie.
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Language and Speaking

Do you know how to speak Red
Karen?

| can speak it a little.
| want to study your language.

Will you teach me?

I'm sorry but | have to work in my
fields every day.

Do you understand?

Yes, | understand.

No, | don't understand.

Please repeat that one more time.

Please speak a little more slowly.

How do you say theword " "
in your language?

Wesay " "

Whatdoes" " mean?

tmeans"____ "

What is this?
What is that?
What is that over there?

Thatisa_____.

What kind of fish is this?
Thatis called

| don't know.

| have forgotten how to say that.

| understand, but | don't know how
to answer in the Red Karen
language.

How long have you been studying
this language?
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13
| have been studying for two
weeks.

| have been studying for two
months.

I have been studying for two
years.

You speak very well.

Do you find it difficult to speak our
language?

Quite difficult.
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Treatment
| don't feel well.

I am sick.

Have you been to see the doctor?
Have you been to the clinic?
Where can | find a doctor?

There is a medic at the clinic.
What is your probiem?

| feel dizzy and have a fever.

| have a fever and chills.

I think | have malaria.

How long have you been ill?

| have been vomiting since
yesterday morning.

I have diarrhea and stomach
cramps.

Do you have coughing?

No, but | feel weak and have
trouble breathing.

My leg hurts.

My hand is swollen.

| have a bad cold.
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| have an infection in my eyes.
| have an infection in my ear.

I have an infection in my throat.
I have broken my arm.

I have broken my leg.

My child just cries and cries.
He sleeps all the time.
He doesn't eat anything.

He is very pale.

He is very thin.

He is very unhappy.

He is very weak.

| will give you an injection.

Take this medicine every morning.

Take this medicine every four
hours.

Take this medicine three times a
day.

Take two tablets after every meal.

You need an x-ray.

You need a blood test.

Come back tomorrow.
Come back next week.
Come back next Monday.
Come back in three days.

Give him one spoonful four times
a day.

Weather and Time
It is very hot today!

It hasn't rained in a long time.

How long does the dry season
last?



<~ 1
A asgntuswnig
P= | o 1 g o
Lmuﬂnﬂmuamamqgg
lanunruaia pvale
U
‘g ] g o A l-dll o
WrNaAluail QA aLde
undleaiuaiviialaldlalda
o | A wg o
unmaat.uamag}[mmaﬂama
undnaln
WLALUANILNA BUD
1 o A 1 ~ - o
WWIUAN A aldoanA LS UW
o o 1 & gd <~ o
A aunuliiniiaanAdalatas
1 ad U 1
a1uenlaLia ot wnuin
1 g (14 L4
aasnannanaiun
LALANBLT
1 ol
LALTHNDA
Lﬁgl‘ffm,mﬁ'a
LODLALELA
LDaLAaLUBLAINY
LDAABIUBLAA BIR AL anKande
W
LODLABLUBLIRALT LD

Laammual,ﬁtj

fionsoL3e dua

1 o 3 1 1
vaaluldlawmaidaiin
a1 NALNUIT DN

amEmsanel
am i lansedin
amErillavsiens
anfrihlsvsion

g o
HINA LILALNELN
#1180

a1 lauenie

o lrInuazanazng?

:L 1 l:
Aaudaginuaniaalnu?

44. = Y]
HOAUNUANAUNNIN

X
nuuum{luma:mﬂ

A
auunlaaulaazuss
DUUUT ¥
auAnIAuAzAnlnu?
danldanvsantioeruanlad

o A &

AIATANVIBINIHANTH
L 1 -4 1}
wisdnluuuruasnn
L% v e/ L7 A ~
suFounazuoudananinu
Aagaza
ARIEIN
LAREDIEINIALEE
P o & =
AUUNIZIUNTLANAI
o &
FURDINIARUIINN
o & .
TUUANUANARDAIU

s

UUANLTI

U
o
U

e

UUTOU

wWrsoauazWm
1 Jofiuhagmaeriaas uaean
L ¥ ‘ﬂl ¥

RTREF LRIt ) ok
LUTRSHIUIZHITHLNE §)

. v
LNATHIWG A ULEN

1 A’ 1
Az si AUl

1 A’
mazmw;qumauﬂmqﬁu

LNALHIBINA VTN
g <
LA AN

Lma:agmut,ﬁﬂwi?

15

When will the rains begin?

Since you came, has it rained?

It rained very hard last night.
The road is very dusty.

The road is very muddy.

The road is flooded.

Do you think it's going to rain?

I don't think so. The sky is clear.
| think so. The sky is very dark.
| hope it will rain soon.

It is very hot and dry.

it will be dark soon.

It's getting light.

The sun is shining brightly.

The moon is full tonight.

Today is very cold.

Today is very rainy.

Today is very windy.

Today is very hot.

There is thunder and lightning.
There is a rainbow in the east.
When will he come back?

He will come back later this
afternoon.

He will come back tomorrow
morning.

He will come back tomorrow
afternoon.

He will come back tomorrow night.
He will come back next week.

He'll be back soon.

How long will he stay?
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He will stay here three more days.

He will stay here three more
weeks.

He will stay here three more
months.

He will stay here three more
years.

When did he come?

He came yesterday.

He came earlier today.
He came three days ago.
He came last week.

He came last year.

How long have you been here?

I just arrived.

| have been here for a long time.
I have been here for three hours.
I have been here for six weeks.
You should clean the house every

day.

You should clean the house every
week.
You should clean the house often.

He visits his parents seldom.

He visits his parents often.
He visits his parents never.

He visits his parents every week.

He will return to the village
someday.

He will return to the village in a
short time.



udlaaa a3l

A’u @ [ s 4 L.
(Lamummumﬂuauma:g}nm a4)

atlaa
laln

waln

lasln

qoln

waln

Lo 57
Taser A1
qearin
aeTldln
e
Woaldln
Wawaln
e
walralaln

Lo

<~ o 1
LALe (WD L@R7)

ho)
22
g
o
2

ANFTWNLANLAN

A
‘H‘ﬁﬂ
e

[SMEY

QD

A L9

nae

W3
=
nIou
W9
TUU

HIU

17

Additional Vocabulary

Numbers
one

two

three

four

five

SiX

seven

eight

nine

ten

eleven
twelve
twenty
twenty one
thirty

one hundred
five hundred
one thousand

ten thousand

coconut
durian
guava
jackfruit
lemons/limes
mango

mangosteen
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oranges
papaya
pineapple
pomelo
rambutan
star fruit

watermelon

Vegetables
bamboo shoot

beans (long)
bitter gourd

corn

cucumber
onions (red)
potatoes (sweet)

manioc

Animals
anteater

bat

bear
bird
buffalo
cat
chicken
cow
crocodile
deer
dog

elephant
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flying fox
frog

goat

horse
leopard
monkey
mousedeer
pig (domestic)
pig (wild)
porcupine
rhinoceros
snake

squirrel

Insects
ant

bedbug
butterfly
centipede
cockroach
head lice
house fly
scorpion (small)
scorpion (large)
spider

termite

Body parts
ankle

arm
body (trunk)

breast
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buttocks
cheek
chest
eye

face

feet
finger
forehead
hair
hand
head
heart
intestines
joint
knee

leg (upper part)
leg (lower part)
tiver
lungs
mouth
neck
nose
shoulder
stomach
tooth

toe
tongue

waist

Question words

how?

how long?
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how many?
how much?
who?

with whom?
for whom?
what?

with what?
when?
where?

to where?

why?

Colors
black

blue
brown
gray
green
orange
pink
purple
red
white
yellow
striped
spotted
flowered

pale (of coior)

bright (of color)
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Descriptives
attractive

ugly

expensive
inexpensive
well-made

large

very large

larger than that one
the largest of all
small

very small

smaller than that one

smallest of all
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