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" 1. INTRODUCTION

This paper is a statement of the phonemes of the Yessan-Mayo language.
This language'is spoken by approximately 1000 speakers who live in the Ambunti

sub-province of the East Sepik Province, Papua New Guinea.

There are two major dialects: one spoken by approximately 600 people
living on or near the Sepik River, 20 to 30 miles upriver from Ambunti; the
6ther dialect is spoken by L0OO speakers who live north and west of the river

dialect in the flat forest area. This paper is based on the river digalect.

Two previous papers were written; one in June 1963 and one in November
1975. This present paper presents a new analyses of the vowels and the
iabialized bilabial consonants. & new consonant phoneme /r/ is also

describedg

Research into the Yessan-Mayo language‘was first begﬁn in May 1962,
Various language helpers have been used over the years, all of whom have
contributed directly or indirectly to the analysis ofvthe phonemic system
of the'ianguage. Mbst'of;these‘helpers have been fluent speakers of Pidgin

and a few have been English speakers. All have come from the river diéélect.

We wish to express our thanks to Miss Eunice Pike, lMiss Dorothy James,
and Miss Ann Cochran, all of the Summer Institute of Linguistics, for the

help they gave.



2. CHART OF PHONEMES
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2.2 DESCRIPTION OF CONTRASTIVE FEATURES

2.2,1 CONSONANTS. Consonants are divided into bilabial, alveolar, and velar
‘on the basis of point of articulation. Consonants contrast inrmanner of |
articulation as to stops, fricatives, naéals, lateral, vibrant, continuant,
aﬁd semi-vowels. OStops contrast as to labialized and non-labialized and
voiceless and voiced. Bilabial fricative and nasal contrast as to

labialized.

2.2.,2 VOWELS. Vowels contrast in point of articulation as to high, mid,
and low. High vowels contrast as to front and back. Mid front vowels
contrast as to close and open and as to front and central. Low vowels

" contrast as to central and back.

3. INTERPRETATION
3,1 STATUS OF ITEMS WHICH MAY BE EITHER CONSONANT OR VOWEL
3.,1.1 The vocoids (i), (u)f; &), ahd (o) are in?eiyreted as portmanteau
realizations of the phoneme sequences /iy/,/ﬁ?&Qi/ey/, and /ou/, There are
two basic reasons for this interpretation. Firsg of all, there is |
morphological'evidence that this is so.‘ A number of morphemes have
morphologically defined allomorphs; one allomorph ocuuring contiguous‘to
vowels, and onec occuring contiguous to consonants. In stems with a
final vowel which have bthe phonetic quality of (i), (u), (83:f£nd (o),
fhe allomorphs used are those which occur contiguous to consonantse.

The following examples illustrate the consonant final and vowel final
stems with the far péSt tense morpheme <~m)» The final set of examples are
Qérb stems ending with vowels of the phonetic quality of (i), (w), (e), and

(o) which occur not with (-m) which occurs contiguous to vowels, but with (-em)

which occurs contiguous to consonant.



(a)
()

(mb&)

(than)

, (mbi)
(e)
(ﬁho)

(ndu)

teat! ot em)

lcalll + &-m)

'close eyes! +<{-m)

'tie to post! +<¢m)

ltip & spill' +¢emd

'cook! L Hem)y

tcook water! +¢-m)

'meet together '+€m)

lie
= (am)  Jam/  tatet
= (tha-m) /tam/ ‘tealled! -

s (mbur"'-em)/mbifenl/ tclosed ‘_ eyesl,

(than-em)/thanem/  'tied to post!

= (Wi-em /Mbiyem/  'tipped over & spilled!
= (e-em) = /eyem/ 1cooked!
= (thoéem) Jtowem/  'cooked water!

= (Ddy~em) /nduwem/ : ‘f'mét together!

Second.ly, this mterpretat:.on fills out the pattern of the low front and

cen'bral vowels occurring before /y/ and /w/ to form glidess

 (theiy)

Twy/ "cut wood!

(uytay)  /tavtay/  Thalls

(khay/

(Aw)’ :

(awly)

- [ry/  tfapt
/av/ tgrub! |
[awle/ 'take out of mouth!

3¢le2 The phonemes /i/ and /u/ are 1nterpreted as vowel when they carry |

the peak of syllabicity and occur in the V position of the varlous Ccv

patterns,

/i/

/of

/kiy/ |
/Liyp/
[tite/

/mus/
St/
/tuk/

(1hiy) 'drum*
(1iye) fmoon!
(1 Rt ) 'draw water! |
('muws}_ . - tgrasshopper! |
(tywth) h 'over: th'er;e" ‘
- (' thykh) } 'ise’ov down‘ :



3s1e3 The phonemes /y/ and /u/ are interpreted as consonants because they
do not carry the peak of syllabicity'and occuwr only in the C position

of the various CV patterhsa

/y/ /yan/ ('yan) tehild!

/ya/ (tya) ~ 'come!
/yuyu/ (1yuy0) | timmediately!
[eeyn/ (tmeya) thit!

S/ Jwan/ (twan) ear!
[waia/ (1wa¥a) 'tomorrow!
/nawn/ ('nawn) 'mother!
/1awata/ ("lawaia) 'eyebrow!

3.2 STATUS OF ITEMS WHICH MAY BE EITHER SEQUENCE OR UNIT

3e2e1 The following consonant sequences are suspect of being either’
a sequence or unit: (mb), (nd), (ng), (mbw), (kw), (ngw), (pw), (mm),
(th), (kh), (mph), (nth), and(nkh), Since there are no non-suspect
sequences of phones, all the pre-nasalized, labialized and aspirated

sequences are interpreted as units.
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Prenasalized Stops

Jibiy/ (mbiy) 'bark painting
/Pealoa/ (ngamba) 'spirit!

/ndaln/ ('ndala) Luck!

/ndnd iddav/ ( 'nd(ndedaw) 'newborn butterfly!
[kale / (*khang>) 'type of greens!
/Pgaro/ (*ngamph) Tmud!
/rabg/ (trankh) ~ termite!
Juald/ (twanth) 'snake type!

Labialized Consonants

k% ki / ("kwokwp) tchicken!

/kiasi / (Tkwasy) 'bat type!
[Pevay/ ('ngway) !thigh!

/MoVipy/ (*mbway) 'rub noses!
/Movs Nga / (‘mbw;nga) ltype of greens!
/mya/ ('mwiya) Imature!

[an¥iy/ (ramriy) 'shrimp trap?
/eny/ ('gway) 'give up!
/oY (1pust) 'tree ’oype*

Aspirated Stops

Jtak/. (1thakh) tchin?

/mat/ ('me»th) thear,understand!
/kas/ (1khas) 'plant type!
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b. DESCRIPTION OF PHONEMES

Lel DESCRIPTION OF CONSONANTS

71t/ (t?)  voiceless aspirated alveolar stop occurs worci initiélly
" and finally,
/tale/ (fakh) - 'chin?
/taf - (rtha)  twoman!
Juat/ (twath) ‘house posts!
(t) | [mAtya/ ('mftya) | '}ieard,underétood‘
Jwati/ o (twatd) 'breadfruit! |
[mate/ (‘mate’) ,‘string bagi

/x/ (1)  voiceless aspirated velar stop occurs word initially and

finally. ‘ | |
* [xa¥/ | o (xbad) 014 person!
Jwak/ ('wé.kh) ~* 'neck!
[kap wsgy/ , ("khapowseiy) , 1fish type!
(k) voiceless velar stop occurs word medially.
/o kna/ (thoktna) 'sleep!
[vakal/ (yaleal)  1snake type!
[kanakam/  (kPatnakan) 11ots!
(g) voiced velar stop occurs word medially in free fluctuation
with (k). “
Je v/ (telygum/1elykur) cane type!
Jvain/ (148aga/ tPaka) 'hair!

/Llaka/ (11aga/t1laka) 'kinship term!
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(x) voiceless back velar stop occurs in free fluctuation with

(k) particularly when contiguous to A /.

/akn/ (1aka/aka) 'house!
/yaukam/ (Vyauknm/Vyaukam)  ‘enough!
/akatn/ (raka¥a/takn¥n) 'bush rat!

/kW / (kW )

voiceless labialized velar stop occurs word initially,

/™o/

("p)

()

medially, and finally.

/KWat/
/¥"ay/
/%was/
/pakul/
[0k A/
/¥ eka/
/v

/hax/

('K7af)
(1x%ay)
('k"ows)
(tpakul)
(168K )
( 2Yowk¥a)
(*tPax)

(*hak")

ttree type!
‘rattan typet!
'break sticks!
tstick!

1t pay!

'drill holes!
'opening!

! sweep!

voiceless prenasalized aspirated bilabial stop occurs

only syllable finally.v

[ toulb/
/se™/
/kif/

JmoMbsi/

(1thowmph)

(1semb)
(B mph)
('moTphsy)

'cassowary!

1back of house!

 tbat type!

!snake type!?

voiced prenasalized bilabial stop occurs word initially

and medially.

/Moiy/

("Mbiy)

thusks!
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/Mbatow/ ("pa¥ow) tplay!

/mbasa/ {"™basa) . 'Five Corner fruit!

[Moiy™oiy/ (MpoiyThiy) 'tighten!

/Moitmi/ (b time ) tface!

/pabila/ (1pa™(1a) 'scatter seed!
/fe/ (M) voiceless prenasalized aspirated velar stop occurs

only syllable finally.

/sifg/ (e kh) 'name!
/1ae/ (11afkh) tthorn!
/ra’g/ ('J.:'ankh) 'termite!

(Pg) voiced prenasalized velar stop occurs word initially and

medially.

/Bgaba/ (mgalpa) Tspirit!
/Penv/ (tngamph) trud !
/tgelaPgiiu/ (Pgetialigh,) 'snake type!
/talgiy/ (19¥algiy) ‘Tnose!
/silga™/ (15 Pgalph)  'shrimp!
/salgn/ (tsallga) tcorn!

/P27 (Bg")  voiced prenasalized labialized velar stop occurs word

initially, medially, and finally,

/Rglay/ (*RgWay) thigh!
/ngian/ (12g¥an) tfog!
/Pgioltb/ (1g"mphy 'tree knots!
/1a"¢% / (t1algi,) 11izard!

/mongwo/ ( 'monghs 1) ‘terocodile!



/R

/8/

(Bgh)

Ca

(8)

)

Je

/tabgin/. (*thangiia ) "take away!
/sagi/ ('sagh) Thusks!
/mag?/ ~ ('mag¥W) tbraint

voiceless prenasalized aspirated alveolar stop occurs
only word finally.
Jwalt/ ('wanth) 'snake type!

voiced prenasalized alveolar stop occurs word initially

and medially.

/iduw/ (10du) 'meet together!
/Pdis) ('ndgs)l 'go about doing!
- /PditdiNdaw) (*"dPaPdaw) 'newborn butterfly!

voiceless bilabial fricative occurs word initially,

medially, and finally.

/petiy/ (*pe¥iy) tpaddie!

/o¢ye/ (1pelyp) ~tyam type!

/pa/ (1pa) !stone!

/ ya;n_ef'/ (tyapet) thad!

/Topn/ (12%pa) - ‘'sago leaves!
/tupa/ ( tPu'pa) C ipyy

/eeye/ (tpelyp) 'yamtype!

/kep/ (1iPep) 'string! -

/aten/ (1 a%ep) 'machete!
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(h) voiceless glottal fricative occurs word initially and
medially. |
/ha/ (ha) ! father?
/hanayan/ (hahAyAﬁ) | 1older person?
/ha o/ (thaMbo) 'think!
/3nbo/ (Vo) tnot

(s) voiceless alveolar grooved fricative occurs word

initially, medially, and finally.

/san/ ('sam) 'died!

/si/ (*sc) 'sit!
/sel/ (1 sél) | 'ground!
/¥Vasi/ (*KMas() | bat type!
[Faste/ (19raste) 'will put!
/masa/ ('masa) ‘kinship term!
/prs/ (tpg>s) Ttwo!
/1las/ (11as) 'navel!
/neses/ ( ‘néses) lwe two!

(m) voiced bilabial nasal occurs word initially, medially,

and finally.
/mate/ ('matyy) 'string bag!
[me/ (me>) Ttree!

Jma/ ('ma) 'where!
/tama/ (vthamy) 'man'?
/kamte/ (*khamt) hwill sew!
Jomewn/ ( tamown ) 'mosquitoe!
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/send ;l (1sam) 'died!

/Lim/ 0 ('Lw) , theaviness!
/kerem/ , ( 'kher.'em) ‘ tyou all!
/¥/  (u")  voiced labialized bilabial nasal occurs word initially

“and medially. |

/iy / ('mTiya) ~ 'grow up!
/%) -~ () . 'tree type!
Juvuyup/ (' yup) 'ridge capping'

/M (w) voiced alveolar nasal occurs word initially, medially,

and finally.
/nan/ ‘('nan‘) , 'kinship tefm'
- /ni/ (*niy) 1louse!
‘ /ne;‘eﬁ/ | k ('nyek{'en) : ~ tyou! |
/nente/ | ('nent.y) - twill make!
/ temna/  (tPemtna) o !shoulder!
/ﬁonuw/ ~ ('monuw) "bird tfype_f
/ﬁa.n/ ~ ('wan) lear!
/ynn/ (*yan) tchildt
H /wun/ ‘ : ('wun) , 'tree tyﬁe'

/i (1) voiced‘alveolé.r‘ lateral occurs word initially, nedially,

[las/ (1las) ~ tnavell _
fwy/ (1ely) tplantable seed!

[lowsi/ ) ('Lows() ) tongs!
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/peli/ (’palt). , 'breeze!
[walgia1a/ (‘wapgﬁhlA) ' lankle!
/a1n/ | (tala) tcatfish!
/sel/ (tsel) 'ground!

Jakv¥ul/ (tak"ul1) 'home!
Jyakal/ ('yakal) tsnake type!

vniéed alveolar trill occurs word medially and finally

(much more often finally) in free fluctuation with (¥).

Jun¥a/ ~ ("wAZn/ "ATA) ' tomorrow!
/pot/ (tpo¥/1pot) 'pig!
/ke¥/ ('kheﬁ/'khé§) tfire!

voiceless alveolar trill occurs in fluctuation with

(¥) in the environments described above,

~ voiced alveloar flap with vowel onset occurs utterance

initial only.

/ Yas/ ~ (°ras) tput!
/ ™/ (¥ 'scatter things'
/ren/ (*2%ep) 'those two!

voiced alveloar flap occurs medially and finally.
[petiy/ ('petriy) paddle!
[Mbarow/ ("Moatow) tplay!

/Pgerme/ ("Mgerme) ~ 'break!



/(@)
/v/ (y)

13..

Jkat/ (11Mak) 1old person!
/net/ (*nef) Tnight?
| /mclgiior/ ('msngwa ¥) icrocodile!

voiced alveolar retroflexed continuant occurs word

initially, medially, and .'f.‘inally.

/ral/ (ral) , type of orchid!
/rab/ ('.’E‘amph) ‘ ~‘chop firewood!

/ rag/ ('ralg) tsermite!

/ngigi/ - (MHgrd) tgroup of something!
/mora/ (*morn) 'genuine!

/kerem/ (‘khe:gem) 'you alll

/nex/ (‘nar) ’ cut underbrush!
/¥bar/ (1 kha,g) ' lcount!

/piz/  ('pir) : 'make string!

voiced high close front unrounded non-syllabic vocoid

occurs word initially, medially, and finally.

/yaa/ (yaw) Tenough'!

| / YGY/ | (yey) | 'kinship term?
/[yuri/ | (tyom) 'later!
[fowyi/ (towyl) 'kinship term?
[tayr/ (vtlayy ) tvoice!

[siw/ ('siya) - 1gat!



1le

/tiy/ (rthiy) ~ tped!

/ nSaY/ ('ﬁgay) 'to park!

[tay/ (1thay) 1gtretch out hand!
[/ (w) voiced high close back rounded nonsyllabic vocoid

occurs word initially, medially, and finally.

[wan/ (twan) tear? |
Jwiy/  (tuiy) , tgrass skirt!
[wutanse/ (wu'¥amse) tobacco?
/nariy/ ('nawiy) 'mother!
/maws/ (tmuws) - 'grasshopper!
/naun/ ('nawa) 'female!
/naw/ (*naw) 'a bow!
/) (vtPus) —_—

Joku/ (oku) tsugar cane!

lelel CONTRASTS OF CONSONANT PHONEMES

Bilabials /Mb/, /MbW/ s/2/5/6%s [n/s /1¥/, and [/ contrast in identical

and analogous environmentse

/moiy/ (oiy) 'bark painting!
[TPViyanbWiya/  (1pwyaltoiya) new skin'

/piy/ ('siy) !spear!

/ pWiyal/ (1pWiyadt) shake something!
/miy/ (tmiy) 'type of druﬁ beat!
/] (tmwigy)  rgro up! |

[wiy/ (twiy) : ~ 'grass skirt!



/a™ba/
/apomu/
/eme/
[a¥iy/
[awe/

/kal"n/
/kep/
/kan/
[kaw/

/i/
/Pai/
/si/
/ni/
/lis/
/Tiwn/
/xizi/
/vi/
[mate/
/malduwttb/
 /mas s/
fnamn/

15.

(1abn)
(tapomu)
(tamo)
(tanWiy)

(tamw )

(1xbamph)
('ap)
(ticem)
(1xhaw)

(168)
(*Pa0)
(ts¢)
(fn)
(11es)
(*2 wa)
(trzd

(yd)

('mateo
(tmaRduwtiph/

(tmasa)

o (lman,\)fj

('nalaka)

(twara

teat?

'upper arm!

Ytype of bamboo!

'shrimp basket!

tvictory plant?

'type of itree!
11ike!
'to sew!

Tsome!

Wvealars /t/, /%4/, [s/s /ofs /1y /s I5/s and /3] contrast in

identical and analogous environmentse.

tdraw water!

‘'soar!

'sit!

'louse!

Ibakel

ttype of turtle!
tpull tight!

lgo'

'string bag!
'type of eagle!
'kinship term?
tleechie free'

tkinship term!?

‘Yhalf coconut shellt
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/naia/ (*na¥a) 'kinship term!

/mayamaya/ ('mayamaya) tadpole!

Velars /k/, /Pg/s /¥/, /P¢¥/, and /b/ contrast in identical and analogous

environments.

/xat (1kha¥) yell!
/Bgar/ | ~ (1Mga¥) scales!
/¥ax/ (*kWar) , !smoke meat!
/Pgvatn/ (1Dgiais) ~ 'shoulder blade!
/ha¥har/ ~ ("havha¥) ‘evéryone' |
/takn/ (1tPakn) 'hair!
/sden/ (tsakn) 'to shell something!
/tang¥y / (1thangi,) ttake off!
/makWos/ - ('makVWos) tred sky!
/maha/ ('maha) 'soup!
/sak/ ' ('sék) ta laugh!

- /salg/ " (tsankgh) - ‘ganduring'v
/sak"/ (1sakw) | 'untie!

/sagi/ | (1sagw) o thusks!

lte2 DESCRIPTION OF VOWELS

/i/ (1) voiced high close front unrounded vocoid tends to occur

preceeding /y/.

/tiy/ (thiy) bed!
/kiY/v‘ | ‘("khiy) o 'drum!
[fwiyeka/ ( wityaka) Isalt!

/xiyi/ (biy) 'before!
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(V) high open front unrounded vocoid occurs elsewhere,
Jwiyi/ (twiye) 'type of hornet!
/yin/ (Yyum) twent!
Jwuri/ (tword) 'one!
/Moitmi/ ("™ tm ) tface!
/e/ (e*)  voiced mid close higher front’unrounded vocoid occurs

preceeding /y/.

[teyte/ (rtheryte) 'water will spill over!
/teyp¥ate/ (rtherypWatv) 'pretend to hit!
/keyare/ (txheryare) 'clearly!

(e>) voiced mid close more central front unrounded vocoid

occurs word finally or between bilabials.
- [/Me/ (Mbe>) twhat!

/me/ (tme>) Ttree!

() voiced high but slightly lowered front unrounded vocoid

occurs in open syllabless.

/eete/ ('atY) 'will hit!

/tete/ (rehete) !stand!

/re/ (W) the!

(e) voiced mid close front unrounded vocoid occurs in closed

syllables,

[Moetr/ (Mbei) 'plant yams'

/pep/ ('Peé) 'announce!
/nen/ ('nen) 'do/work!

/men/ ('men) 'handle on bag!
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4

.

/e/ (el)  voiced close mid front vocoid gliding to high close front

vocoid oceurs preceeding /v/ e

/teyte/ ‘ (1tleiyty) : eut wood!
/seyte/ (1selyt) ~ Tthrow!
~ /meym/  (melym) 'kinship term'
/Ley/ " (11ely) ~ 'seed!
(3 voiced close low fronﬁ‘unroundedrvoéoid occufs contiguous
to nasal.
/yen/ ('yshn) "type of tree!
: /ﬁin/, (infh) "’ k "type of tree!
/ﬁfl/ (1) 'image!
€) voiced mid open frdnt unrounded vocoid occurs elsewhere.
/e 1mbu/ (1€17ou) *flower of cane!
/e8/ (tep) 'basket!
[Mogv/ (1Mper) 'type‘of bamboo!
/telga/ (1thenga) " tpalm frond!
[s¢li/ (?s&lg)lu 'rope ring'
/AN () mid open centralized fronf unrounded vocoid occurs

preceeding /p/. /t/, and /s/ in closed syllables.

/ess/ ('pe>s) 110!
/opp/ ‘ (*nep) "blood!
/nat/ ('n€>th) 'type of house!

/mat/ ('mg>4h) "hear/understand!



/of

(A)‘

(v)

3)

(o)

190‘
-4

voiced mid open central unrounded vocoid occurs in all

other environmentse.

/TRy / ('mwankh) | 'tie together!
/kan/ ('kMn) noise!
/aRga/ (*aPgA) ‘ 'rest!

/nenya/ (tnenya) | 1did!

low open back rounded vocoid-tends to occur contiguous

to labialization.

/KWokWn/ (1K, K, ) tchicken!
~ /PeVotopte/ (10gH, topty) " 1today!

. low close front rounded vocoid tends to occur preceeding

/v/.
/K¥oy/ : ('x¥3y) 'yams!
Jwoy/ (twsy) b ttype of yam)

mid close back rounded vocoid tends to occur preceeding

fu/ o |
o/ (tow) 1pot!
/towte/ (thowte) boil a pot!

/towa/ (1thowa) 1foot/leg?



o/

)

(uw)

19a.

low close back rounded vocoid occurs in all other

environments.

/sok/ | (reokh)
/som/ (tsopa)
/ioo/ (1)

tdry? |

Tsnake!

‘not have!

voiced high close back rounded vocoid occurs

preceeding /.

furt] (urth)
/vwi/ (rtPaw)
/Pdwrte/ (*Pduwti)
/nuws/ (tmurs)

[tuwsa/ (tPuwsa)

'over there!

'tofch'

'will meet together!
'grasshopper!

'wife~second!
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(U)’ voiced high open back vocoid occurs elsewhere,

/kut/ (1xchyh) 1cough!

/lus/ (t1vs) "top of hand/foot!

[euti/ (teute) inside of house!

/morfhu/ (*mox™p0) 'typé of lizard!

/sﬁpsup/ | ('svéSOp) ‘sﬁck'

/set™ou/ (ithé%mbu) - 'type of shell!
/a/ (a) voiced low open front unrounded vocoid which tends to

be longer in length than the other vowels.

/aka|
/ap/
/agntalgn/
/sipa/
/ta/

(taka)

(1ap)

(1algntalg a)
(si'pa)
(14%a)

he2,1 CONTRAST OF VOWEL PHONEMES

"house!
third?
thurry!
'seed!

twoman?!

The vowel phonemes /i/, /e/, Je/s /n/, /afs /u/s and Jo/ contrast in

identical and analogous environments.

/tikili/
/tek/
/tek/
/takte/
/tak/
/tok/
/tuk/

(6% kL)
(rehexh)
(148 kh)

(* 68 kebey)
(1thakh)
(1thoxh)
(1thykh)

'wriggle!

‘cut down banana tree!
'demonstrate!

leet dark!

'chin!

telephantitis?

'taboo sign!
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/nit/ (tngth) 'pound stick into ground!
/nen/ (‘nen)‘ 'do/work?

/nen/ ~ ('ngn) "type of tree!

/nnt/ ('nth) ~ 'type of houge!

4gn/ ('nan) , Tkinship term!

/nuk/ ('nukh)‘ ‘ 'type of netbag!
‘/hokole/ ("moko1yv) 'type of earth!

Front vowels contrast in identical and analogous environments.

/tiy/ (+ehiy) tbed!
/tey/ (tthey) 'water spill over!
[tey/ (ttheiy) 'cut wood!

, /sili/ (*'s(l) '"body dirt!
/sela/ (*fsela) tisland!
[ssli/ ' (ts¢l) 'park ring!

Central vowels contrast in identical environments.

/trytny/ (Y6haytay) tallt

/tay/ (1thay) 'stretch out hand?
/sa/ (tsna) Thold!

/sa/ (‘Sa)» | 'diet

Back vowels contrast in identical and analogous environments.

/ Mouwy/ : ( "Mouwt) 'type of vine!

/mbow§7 ("Mpou) 'pigeon!
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/tukus/ (6P k) 'young plants!
/tekun/ ("thokarp) price!

/mel/ (tmo1) 'sharpness!
Jmun/ ('mun) | 'cluster!

be3 - SUPRA-SEGMANTAL ITENS

lie3.1 PHONEMIC STATUS OF TONE, STRESS, AND LENGTH

Tone and length are not phonemically pertinent.
Stress is predictable, and therefore, non~phonemic, Thé following
rules apply to the placement of stress on the word level.
| 1. The first syllable of a word which contains /a/ is stressed.
2. When there is no syllable containing /a/ in a word, the first

.syllabie of the word is stressed.

[ameoa/ ('amembA) "running!
/toknaloa / v(tgklnambA) 'sleeping!
/sipa/ (si'pa) 'seed!
[wuanse/ (wu'Pamse) 'tobacco!
/tetete/ (6P ete) "rill stand!
/1owsi/ | ("lowsy) "tongs?

Le3e2 INTONATION

Two contrastive intonation patterns have been observed: tentative
pausé, and final pause. Tentative pause is risihg and unrelaxed and may
be symbolized by /,/. Final pause is fallihg and relaxed and may be
symbolized VY /of«
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/an awrs ate./

/an awas ate, an ak yite./

/an yat yim./ _
/an ya¥a yim, g% pte sene yam,./

1T will eat food, !

'When I eat then I will g0}

'I went yesterday.!

'I went yesterday and came

back today,!?

5 NON-CONTRASTIVE FEATURES

The following non-phonemic transition between consonant clusters
occur acrogss syllable boundaries.
5.1 No transition is Ffound between consonant clusters as follows

a) between fu/ or /y/ plus anything

/[Moiyoiy/ ("Mbiybiy) "o highten!
/tys/ (telys) 1four!
[tawle/ (tthale) 'Longue!?

b) between anything plus fu/, /v/s ~ /v/ and /x/

/&l / (talup) 'murderer!
/nenya/ (tnenya) 1did!

/negenye/ (*nerenre) tours - plural!

/maprika) thow'!

("mapr k)

c) between nasal plus /s/, /p/, nasal, and stop

/kamte/ ('khamty) "will sew!
/yamna/ ('yarmn) 'tree type!
/meTosi/ (tmoTplig ) 'type of snake!
/K"Anpete/ ('K nperty) 'portion out!
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d) between voiceless stops plus nasal

/Moitmi/ ("™ (tmy) Iface!

e) between /s/ or /1/ plus anything except pre-nasalized stops

/kulke/ (1Bl | 'underneath!
[vuswa¥/ (twyswa¥) 'Sepik River?
/naswyy/ ('naswely) 'disagree!

5.2 There is an (?) transition between /¥ and any stop
[kette/ (1xhet ) 'to scrape!

/" ee¥neyn/ (1ger meya) ., ‘broken!

53 There is an (m) transition between any stop, /1/, /%¥/, or /s/ plus

a prenasalizdd bilabial stope

- /[Mbelitpr/ (1Mt )  'planting yams!
/Mons™ba/ (1MbasTon) 'laying a floor!?
/ki¥ouk™on/ (kB Howldoa) ' 'cleaning up!

5.4 There is an (h/9) transition in the following environments,

a) between /p/ plus /1/ and voiceless stop

/Pg%pte/ (Dol h) "today!
/sopln/ (ts261/°10) 'hole?
b’) between voiceless stops plus voiceless stops, nasals and /1/ »/x/
/likte/ ('1Lkh/ yv) "bring up?
/Latrana/ (' t1/2zany) tfivel
/toknalb, / ( .-bhak*namb/\) 'sleeping!

c) between prenasalized svtops and /p/

/pingping/ ('p(/° p nkh) 'type of bat!
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6. DISTRIBUTION
641 GENERAL

254

The syllable is the unit chosen as the basis for the discussion of

distribution. A syllable consists of only one vowel with optional onset

or bterminuse

The following six CV patterns occur in the syllables:

Vo /aen/
/a/
/e/

Jomuteke/

cv. /ma/
/ba/
/mate/

e 374
/owf
/nu/
/an/
/it/

W Jnen/
/Llan/

/Yaste/

(!/\og/\)‘
(1a)

(')
( 'jom Ue ‘b()’.k()’)

('ma)
(tha)
('ma.t)

(tely)
(tow)

(TAw)

(tam)

(v )

('nan)
(‘1am)

(P ras.ty)

regtt

© VYagf!

Tcook!

'believingly?

'where!
tfather!

'net bag!

lime!
'pot!
tagrub!t
tate!

heret

'kinship term!
Tsamw!

'will put!
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CVCC  /1iyp/ (11iye) ‘ 'moon!
/tey/ (‘they) : ' 'spill over!
/tsy/ ('theiy) t'cut wood!
/nai™/ ('nowph) "tightly!
/munik/ ( k) 'breast!

VGG /eys/ (telys) 'four?
[t/ (rurth) ‘over there!
Js58/ (1eiyp) 'type of basket!
/oﬁmb/ (toulph) tclothes!

6.2 SPECIFIC
6.2.1 DISTRIBUTION OF PHONEME INTO THE SYLLABLE

The following classes of phonemes have been set up on the ﬁasis
of their occurrence within the syllable:

- Class A - Vowels. Vowels occur filling the nucleus of the syllable,
Vowels have been divided into sub-claéses on the basis of distribution.

Subclass 1 ~ All vowels éomprise this subclass and occur in the
nucleus of GV and CVC syllables.

Subclass 2 - /i/, /¢/, /a/s /a/s and Jo/ comprise this subclass and
occur in the nucleus of V and VC syllables.

Subclass 3 - Front and back vowels /s /o5 [efs [/ Jof comprise
this subclass and occur in the nucleus of VGG and GVCC syllables.

Class B - Consonants. Consonants may occur filling either the onset
or terminus of the syllable and are divided into subclasses on the basis of
distribution.

Subclass 1 - All consonants comprise this subclass and occur in

syllable initial C slote



Subclass 2 - occurs filling the final C slot of the‘syllable terminus
and consists of all consonants except /h/.

Subclass 3 - occurs filling the pre-final G slot of the syllable
terminus and consists of /y/ and fw/. /u/ in fhis slot has been observed
preceeding /k, 1, s, n, ¥, r, m, My, and /e Jy/ hasvbeen observed

preceeding /1, t, s, m, f,‘g, B, and k/.

642.2 Consonant Clusters across syllable boundaries.

There seems to be no particular péitern as to the way consonants can
cluster across syllable boundaries., The foilowing chart shows which
clusters of two have been cbserved thus far., The phoneme /h/ never occurs
in a cluster, and /d/ never occurs as the first phoneme of a cluster.

/y/ and fu/ can occur as the first consonant of a cluster with almost
every other consonant phoneme, Wheh clusters of three consonants ocecur,
/y/ and Ju/ are alwayé cne bf the consonants. The following clusters of

three have been observed: ykt, wlk, ysk,thk, ys%, ykiﬂ ypf:

6¢2.3 Distribution of the syllable into the phonemic word, a word being a
meaningful unit which may occur in isolation,

Class A - may occur only word initially and singly as a phonemic
word. There are four members of this ciass: v, VG, CvCC, VCC,

Clasé B - may occur word initially, medially, finally and singly as

a phonemic word. There are two members of this class: GV, and CVGC.
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CONSONANT CLUSTERS

'bkmbndngpshmni‘rlwyngwkw

t x x x X X x xk X X X x x X
k x =x x X X X X X X X x x
M x x X X X X X
ng %
n
g x bid X X X X X X
B X x x X XX X X X x
5 X X X X X X X X x X X
h
m x x x X X X X X X X x x x
n x x x X X X X X X X X X X
Fox ox X X X X x X X X X X x X
' X x x X X X X X x
1l x x x X X X X X X X X
W X X x x X X X X X X X x X X
y X X x x X X X X X X X X X
gy x x X x




Te ORTHOGRAPHY’
7.1 SUGGESTED CRTHOGRAPHY
Fhonems |
/4

/%

/m/

/°a/

Mg/

/™o

/x%/
/ngi/
/8
/8"/
/a/

28.

Allophones
(8) (&)
(1), () (1)
(M, mph,)
(nq), (ngh)

(Rg)  (nxh)

(1) (v

(%) (e%) (1) (e)

(el) (») (¢)
e>) (W)

(w) ()

() (3) () (o)

Orthographical Symbol

t

k
b
d

kw

g

pw

1l

jii
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Te2 SAMPLE TEXT

Oaat>to™bakeny  wamunkene

Tem  kliy( ReWs polbs . Yem tHumap mbukga na  wamun Men
rrem kiyi gWurrobo rrem tumapi bukraa na  wamun rrem
they  before kingfisher they beak big and hornbill they
h \" : . h n v \Y]
t umap( eysow. rem  op t ¢Umenem, na giloTalh s Yep ap
tumapi §ysow. rrem  op temenem, na g% urrobo rrem ap
beak small. they  thus were, and kingfisher they bird
{ysow.  na  wamun  Fem ap "oVkra. na  Yem ha™fl awreyen,
tysow. na wamun rrem ap bukrage na rrem habolaweyem,
small. and hornbill they bird bige ~ and they thought in vain s
na  gWopsMhs  bPermey wamun Tem WM. na Yem okh
na  gWurobo rremme  wamun rrem wen, na - rrem ok
and kingfisher +then hornbill +they said, ‘and  they water
war  wiyem. na Trem waden WA  KWu¥atana gL
waarr wiyem. ha rrem waarren wan KWurataana eemi
down  washed, and they go-down ironwood tree crossed place

v \Y . . .
na rem tekh kb gtekh waren Wilyems na kh:.yL wamvn
na rrem eetek ok eetek waarren wiyem. na kiyi wamun

and they there water there go~-down washed, and before hornbill
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[N

N ’ ; v
rem BgibpsThs Yo 2BV tem.  na  OgWhRomp, o ¥ Mbarkv
*

rrem gWurobo rremne  yopu tem. ng g"urobo rrem baar ke
they lkingfisher +them trick were. and kingfisher they shore-at
temenem, na  wamn Atan kDiy o waenm, wamun en
temenem, na wamm atam  kiyi waarren. ‘wWamun rren
were, and hornbill they before gent-dowm, hornbill they
khiyL waren wiyen Tem wayan Yemknw svn

kiyi waarren wiyen rrem waayan rremkene sene

before go-down-and wash-and they come~up~and with~then again

wayallbemn, Rgobals  Yeemkeny wa¥ e, na  wamvn Yem
waayabemns, gwurobo Ir'remkene waarrbem, - na  wamun rrem '
cane-ups Kingfisher with~them went-down, and hornbill they

. - D) N /
WayAn NpWs ps Mp > aAtamp v % napikar  poten ’chektem.
waayan gwurobo atamre tumapikarr poten tektem,

Come-up~-and kingfisher their beak took~and  fastened,

Free Translation,

The Kingfisher and the Hornbill

Once upon a time the kingfisher had a big beak and the hornbill had a small
beaks They were like that and the kingfisher was a small birds The
hornbill was a big bird. They (the hornbills) thought this wasn't right and
so they spoke to the kingfishers and they went down to washe They went

down to the place where the ironwood tre.. . ig across the water and they
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went down and washed there. Before hand the hornbills tricked the kkingfishers.
The kingfishers stayed on the shore and the hornbills went down to wash

first. The hornbi]_.ls went down first and washed; and while they were coming
up, the kingfishers went down to wash., While the kingfishers were dowm

washing, the hornbills came up and took the kingfishers! beaks and put

them on,




