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I The Word Fiotfrorn Ain P g £

The word level in Chatino is where it all happens, -SEE&Es, phonemic'
tone, length, and nasalization are all features of the word level since
they all occur only on the Fiea™8§Tlable; \Chatino words may be cne or foo

two syllables in length with the following exceptlions? R R T ~ f“
1) me wo likes Vo e
JlakUso? /lakuso?/ ‘turkey' SAVATRLAE
{lakwI?yd /1akWitya/ *hawk’ J )0 e b[‘,; e [ Hiee o0t

will probably eventually prove to be segguences of two morpheme

2) and some Spapish loan words such as:
L pelota:f /relota?/ ‘'ball’
are three syllables in length,

Chatino speakers of all dialects put all Ihier ecgs in one basket”
by the 1mportance of the final syllable; “and in the NOpala dialect that em-
phasis is so great that the rest of the word may be phonclogically altered,
or even drcpped altogether in the speech of some individusls, This re~
sults in an uneven distribution of phonemes between stressed and unstressecd
syllables; fewer being found in the lattexr; than in thevfermer: It also
results in severe limitations upon the syllable structure in the unsiressed

position,
Unstressed syllables are regressively de-voiced according to tne

following rule:
The vowel of an unstressed syllable will become voiceless if

a) the first consonant of,the following syllable is voiceless
(excluding glottal stop), and
b) that vowel is not immediately preceded by a nasal consonant,
" If such a vowel is preceded by a nasal-plus-stop sequence,
“a.the stop will also be voiceless.

*this exce tion applies to the ollowin type of words: . Lo
h N t W( 4 o I*gx, “}('p““ (¢t [irle o G

w
sATg) /’ _/ place e @l ﬂv Ll
1n70g /1o?oo / ‘fence’

Snother salient feature of the Chatino word is that only like vowels’
cluster around glottal stop and the voiceless velar fricative, Thus il.
is imposs1b1e to get sequences such as:

¥[ta?0] or *[tahe?]

Rather we find:
/ta%a/ ‘brother' and e
[tene?/ ‘saltly,, . cliiic f et el
There are 'sews dtdcs in Chatino, e.g.:
/ha-/ ‘negation’ -t

'lst, person plural’ Y
/me/ 'lst person plural exclusive' B
.) AR - -+

/-:o/ verbal additionalizer to augment meaning by Wlth‘,] ,,,/5, e

These clitics do not alter the normal phonology of the uewﬁ, since stress
tene, etc., remain just as they would be without the clitic. If ome is
unfamiliar with the clitic, however, it would appear that stress is falling
on the penultimate syllable with a post-clitic,

In addition, phoneme com=-
binaticns are possible abross these morpheme boundaries not possible within

a morpheme,
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II The Syllable

Stressed sylhbles pattern as follows:

=C:C+C+V2V:T

where pre-nuclear consonants may include glottal stop, and where the
second vowel position simply means a phoneme of length,
Some emamples are as follows:

cv
CVe.
cV?
CVe?
CCV .
cev?e
CCVe
CCVe?
cccv
ccave

wisneej/snggj guitar' o

[tal /ta/ *to give'

(122 /1aa/ ‘*wravo, mean’

[ni%) /ni?/ ‘within®

{koo'a /koo?/ ‘moon* ,

[a) o/ Moadea e e

[tl:.aaj /t1¥aa?/ ‘'sour'
):ndlaj /rdla/ ‘'dance’ CCC Ve

[nd1a?] /nd1a?/ ‘*shadow’ /nc!]aa/ lc«fkn‘(o’{"

€CCVe -and CCCVe? have not been encountered as yet,

Unstressed syllables,’ a.s mentloned under section I, are much more
limited, and may take the following shapes:

Cev 1§kuui] /ekuwi/ “iasket!

§§1t;] /hita/ ‘chepiles, edible herb’

- / ,',
e @ g i e o . - kK 4 IABYWE J s vt . s 4
=tteTake 1= ‘ 7 S ’/ / 1/’ ;.-»,-/:é.-;). A

Wi Rva Lo ' /
W?i@;/ﬂﬁg%/ GQQOM ’/ ,,:.,,,. SN (?n\"‘/} ’/"/9"

N c,

In addition to the limitation on smme, there is a limitation
as to which phonemes may occur here, Only /u/ and /i/ of the vowels, and
13 of the consonants distribute in unstressed syllabdles,

An alternate analysis would posit syllable consonants possible in the
syllable-initlal position, limiting the mmber of non-syllabic consonants
to two, in the stressed position, and one in the unstressed. This analysis
would help to explain the existence of the consonant clusters on the basis
of lost initial syllables, with only the consonant remaining.

) 4 dla "j' K Lo. ('{I-.f o ‘
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III Segmental Fhonemes

We posit the following phonemest

CCNSCNANTS
bilabial alveolar palatal labic-—velar velar dottal

et p* t ty kW k T
stops a pu
affricates ts* 1¥*
fricatives s’ % h
nasals -~ nf n i
flap ﬂ
laterals 1 1Y%
semivovels y wt
VOWELS

i tlength

eo

a “nasalization (except /a/)

* gtarred phonemes do not distribute 1n unstressed syllables,



IIT Segmentals (continued)
STOP SERIES

All labialized phonemes are rare
Spanish loan words,

/1>/b /o

p/ elseyhere

migeem S Ve Sl Wl TR

examplest
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in Chatino, and introduced from

[piﬂ /oii/ ‘eringo' from old Spanish 'gachupin' “spurred one"
L}apiﬂ /lapi?/ ‘pencil® from Spanish 'lapiz’
{ mblii] /mblyi/ ‘godmother® from Spanish ‘'comadre’

i'mbaa.ré\ /hvaare/ ‘godfather® from Spanish ‘compadre’

/t/ and /d/

The A/ vs. /d/ contrast is a late one brought about by Spanish loans,
the contrast is weak, and only one pair has been found thus faxr to demon~-

strate its

[ntg) /nte/ ‘people’ from Spanish ‘gente’

{nd&] /nge/ *here'

Outside of this pair, we find complemertation in the following manners:

/t/

d/ myn__in syllables not devoiced

t/ elsewhere
Some examples follows

{ taj N /ta/ ‘to rive'
iti7a] [tya?a/ ‘water®
(Btid  /sti/ ‘pure’

[ntiIku} /nt¥iku/ ‘eating'

/t/ and /tY¥/

Lta;( /ta/ 'to give'

Letd  /sti/ 'pure’

JtUkwal ftuk¥a/ *two*
Word-initial, /4¥/ freely varies
/%y acquires voicing in the same

{magi} /ma¥ii/ ‘was toasted®
Lndig% Ady / ‘'all’

3 ,_.';;7':»?5' //
ngaa:\_‘ /rdaa/  'bean®
['ndi?a)/*ndi%a/ in a little.while®

/ W) , /

“'snye? tid
i &tii)
‘;‘:utiUkua.}

to Lkl'] .

environment as /t/, thus:

'stie? tYa/ 'godchild’
4t¥i/ ‘machete’
[tyvk¥a/ ‘*to sit®
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111 Sggmen%als (continued)

[/
/k/ also acquires voicing from its environment in the following
manner s ‘

/x/
g/ m,n_voiced elements
k/ elsewhere

for example:

Ingoo?) /nkoo?/ *foem’ koo?] /koo?/  ‘mocn’
nglod ] /nkloo/ ‘you tock out® \kloo) /kloo/  ‘before®
‘ngu?ni) /nku?ri/ 'is making' )kutni /kutni/ 'will meke'
[&"[exd /k¥/ -
%/ /x4/ /8"/

{ka] [ka/ ‘to be' [;uél /kYa/ ‘that,there®

o |nkua) /nk¥a/ 'vas' | |ngui] /ng¥i/ 'cleaned'

\kii] /kii/ ‘caps’ ﬁkuiy /k¥ii/ 'star’

1iguregjyng“o?g/ *you wrote'

Here we see a weak contrast between /k"/ and /g¥/. This position

( n_voiced vewel) is the only point cf contrast, and is /g¥/'s only
distribution, /nk¥a/ 'was' is by no mears a loan word, but the con-
trast may eventuvally be shown tc be a result of the degree of sylla-
bicity of the /n/ preceding /k/, as versus that of the /n/ preceding

/?/ Glottal stop

"leaf’ [ka) . /ka/ ‘to be'
‘old" kulq;}/kula?/ *to touch'
*sugar cane' hI?a] /hya?a/ "bean plant’
'3rd person proncun’ ?ni) /tni/  ‘animal’
LT (respectful) .
1¥uiiq]/k“iyu/ *horse' kkui?é]/%wi?o/ 'to drive an animal®
AFFRICATES AND FRICATIVES
[/S/ /8/
_stig sti '‘my father® -
A? //;é?e 'place'\\\ iéa?q:) sete *scorpion’
sn3 ] /sng :three' N 1§Q%T gno :to ru?'
sii] /sii/ ‘'butterfly'™. JBI] /8 sweet
AN ~ )$as| /laa/ 'light’

/ts/ .
-gﬁ%sii/ Yieds11) P98 0w \\.\\ [kUtdl) /kutdi/ *lion’

AN
[isf] /ig *‘plastic’” \ 7] /dar/  *little bit®
{tsa ntsi] /tsa ntsi/ 'slender’ A\téa ntdl)/t¥e nt¥i/ ‘praying nantis'
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III Segmentals (continued)
FRICATIVES (continued)

/n/
hil /hi/  ‘lacks'
ho?o] /ho%0/ god, sa.int'
[ xItif]/nityi/ *paper’
[ xTha] /hina/ tortilla’

//x/

h/ elsew‘xere

NASALS

/n/ /3/
aare-l / maare/ godmother'

mdc'?J mde?e/ Yvere married' [ndel/mde/ ‘here’

msu:{ /rnsii/ 'late’ leh] [nsti/ ‘ciruela’ )
f‘fu._) /no%o/ 'house* )_,'x'm?.g]/ﬁo?o 'to see'
TENLT §n1:/ ‘dog" AT /8i/ e grab’
(tnu[/tny/  ‘very big' [tny> /e Yuork"

b )

/m/ is a rare thoreme, occurring in loan words and a few verb aspect
prefixes. /n/ vndergoes a morphophcnemic change in fast speech tc /x/,
as in-the following examples

Esan‘;);) [tsano/ =z (tsar: | 'let's go'

LATERALS
1/ 1/
slé;.) sla/ 'to cpen' 61 .I.BD /el¥a/ ‘cup’
laa) /laa/ ’bra vo, mea,n [1ia?]/1¥a?/ ‘'outside’
jiia [tla/ ‘strong’ 1tlld. Vi 't1¥a/ ‘cold’

FLAP

/r/ is another phoneme very limited in distribution, being found in
Spanish loan words, As rreviously noted, /n/ may undergo a morphc-
phonemic change tc /r/ in certain environrents,

Gro) /ro/ ‘rice' from Spanish ‘arroz’

I taare] mpa\are/ gzodfather from Spanish *compadre’

{maare/ maai-e/ goc.mother from Spanish *gcdmother'

\uare"i’l/ware?/ ‘we, exalusive' from G_Ja? ndé) /wa? nde; 'we, excl., here'



SEMIVOWELS

v/

tuZua /tu?wa/ "lip®

w? fuwa?/ ‘'we, excl.
wa /wra/ 'hour' Span. ‘hora’
suvee /suwee/ ‘chin'

/v/

iutua /yu‘?wa./ *cargo’
$Tiu /éi%yw/ "to cut’
?ia  /?ya/ ‘loaded’
jaa? /yaa?/ *hand’

siie? /siye?/ ‘nose’

/¢/

e

Nopala Phonemics
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/R
kuva /kWa/  'there, that'
tkud™/tuk¥a/ *tuc!

fo/

$u? [éur/ ‘tasty’

nya?s Moo/ 'to see’

faa [$aa/ 'light’

snye? /sBe?/ 'son’
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III Segmental Phonemes (continued)
. VCHELS

The Chatino vowel system ccnsists of five vowels, all of which may
occcur with a phonem# cf length, and all of which except the central may
occur with a phoreme cof nasalization. In unsiresscd syllables vowel
quality is difficult to assces, usually-tending tolAi.,

/if nasal length

(stil/sti/ 'father' (eti)/sti/ 'ny father® -

Jkud /xwi/ 'new* [kuii]/K7ii?/ 'arra¢illo® {kuiil/k¥ii/ 'star®
1tA7L)f6i71/ 'sick’ [tATL)/ti%8/ 'T am sick' .

Jtil /ti/ ‘only’ P31 ] /i1 'ten'
/e/ nasal length

(118 [tve/ ‘aMcren’ [siie?) /siyet/ *nose’ '{j::‘c_eé’]_/tyee/ 'head'
jeutuel /sviwe/ *gocd’ [sa%e) /se?e/ ‘'place’ | suuee] /suwee/ *chin’
“fndel/rde/ *herc® (ntg)/ute/ ‘people’ -
tiIke?j/ty:'Lke?/ 'fever' - [t11ree] /tYikee/ 'stomach’
/a/ length

(ka) /ka/ ‘to be® [kea) /kaa/ #hinelyise e

ska) /ska/ 'one’ { skaa/ /ekaa/ 'sugar’

la|/la/ ‘where’ {lag) /1aa/ 'btravo, mean’

[of nasal length

ikl;f) /klo/ 'to grow' [¥106] /t100/ ‘face’
Teko? /sko?/'chopulin Eskgja sko?/ 'to tie’ koo?] /koo?/ *mecon’
(o] /2¢/ ‘and® 727)/%9/ 'exclamation’

Phonetically, the Chatino /o/ is often heard as an Cou,l offglide,

v/ nasal length

[iuﬂ'/ku/ ‘to eat’ ku]/ku/ *owl' Jkuu]/kuu/ *camote’

' hitu? /hitu?r/ *pot’ UhItwd) /hituy/ *shotgun’

lkwu)/kWu/ "to bless' [ )/k¥uy/ "tall’

114yl /tA¥u/ *big!
%ti\é)ésty:;; il,c:al.g ’

Lengthened, orzl /u/ has not yet been found. Since /u/ is a less
used vowel., we consider this simpdy an as-yet unfilled hole ir the
pattern,

Phonetically, the Chatino /u/ is often heard as an [p‘l'}uffglide.
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IV Tone

<1, e ghatino tone is a feature of the word, and is contrastive only on
théﬁgéﬁal syllablef Unstressed syllables carry a non-contrastive tone
vhich may be identical with the;ffifiY:tote~ohutleiutterance preceding it
in a stream of syeech.

We posit the following phonemic tones:

upglide level downglide
21 12
52 ; 23
.k i,

™

.

These tones may be elicited after pause or after a tone /3/ in rouns
and adjectives, Tone plays & heavy role in Chatino syntax, but after a .
preliminary stuly of the coemplex verb syster no additiorzl condrasiive
tones have been encountered.

Another worker “in Chatine has desgribed the sandhi system of a related
dialect to be regular and progressive,” After a preliminary study it
appears this is probatly the case with the Nopala dialect as well, It
is worth notling, however, that in a list of cognate wcxrde shared between
these two dislects (which have 75¢. inte]ligibility) the basic word tones
dirfer betweer the two by a very high percentage.

/2/ /3/ 4/ /43/
/sk¥a?/ *tree bark' /nskYa?/ ‘corn’ [ekMa?/ *roach®

/kItaa/ *sun’ /kYiyaa/ ‘ganc’ /ndlaz/ *apricot’ /hitaa/ 'chepiles'
/kunc/ 'snake’ /skeo/ "town messen~ thoc/ "epicy’

ger )
/nita/ 'tobacco’'  /hila/ 'cornfield® /ndls/ ‘clowd' = e/ §

/md¥ee/ ‘Michael'  /ikVee/ ‘flower’

/21/ /32/ [12/ [23/

/byo/ 'field’ /tho/ *work" Jku/ *I'10 eat® [it¥&u?/ 'my beck!
/1o tYe/ 'aliomen® /hit¥e/ ‘pine’ /slVa?/ *sheep’
/tsa vt&i/ ‘praying /tnee/ ‘my blood'
mantis® /ndaa/ 'roadrunner'

Thiis far, the only distributional resirictions encountered have been
the following: ,
/32/ and 43/ have not been found in checked syllables
/12/ has not been found on a lengthened vowel
/43/ has not been found on an unlengthened vowel

1, information from Leslie Pride from his experience working with "whistle

speech” in Yaitepec. ‘ ‘ ‘
2, "Chatino Length and Tone" Jessamine Upson Anthropological Linguistics
February, 1968,




