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The Cameroon Branch is 1n the proceSs of develop1nq;some p1aot proaects of .
community-integrated literacy programs. kach p]lOt progect would inciude 3-5
tanguages,’ which have reached an adequate’ level” of - language. deve lopment and literacy.
A:regional teams of - 11teracy specialists;: cons1st1nq of S1lt and national ‘personnel,
. would then  implement an. 1nten51ve program -of.adult literacy: over s1x to eight yedrs. 3
The piiot projects would focus on’ the following’ ‘objectives: - -
- 1) Lanking adult: l1teracy with a mother Tongue :school program (PROPhLCAJ . T
“72) Integrating adult. literacy with. deve}opment ' C
’'3) -Mobilizing -local “nfrastructures:’ _ 5
"'4) Training nationat” s1iteracy spec1a11sts for col]aborat1ng agenC1es
'j’5) Aming at. se1f~management and a- measure of se]f—fundlng, _

It 8 planned to eventually nave p1|ot proaects in. ‘at- least three reg1ons with

- aifferent soclo-cuitural and. S0CT-economic: dynam1cs in, order to aeve:op appropriate
models tor: u1tferent s1tuac1ons.«? RN SRR

Over the years SIL 1n_Cameroon_nas-been~involved'in iangUage'development and

P experimenta1 Iiteracy in.some 2§ 1anquage‘groups ‘and has given assistance to many _
~Wore throudgh 1ts service of- ‘courses, workshops-and - consu1t1ng. "In order to determine

" where to set up the first proposea pilotl projects, literacy surveys were carried out .

gl seven ldﬂQqueS Lnat mel the bds3sc crlteria OT 'language and titeracy dqeveiopment.

Survey opjectives

1) collect gata with regards to potent1a1 ccmmun1ty—1nteqraued l1teracy
programs giving insights on:

a) locai infrastructures tor R
(1) aoult literacy ciasses 0 T -
(i1) deveiopment activities S [
b) degree or cooperation
C) potentia Dersonnei

zl convey trne vision of the memunwtv—1nteqratea adult education
programee - to:

a) local SlL team

0) language committee

c) local authorities

0) local gevelopment agencies

Survey methods

tour guestionnaires tQl-iv) were prepired. eacn ai1med &l une Specitic area or tne
nTormation neeced. (Sampies attacheq)

Ql - to gather tackarouna 1ntarmation on aemograghy, langquage
aevelopement and iiteracy

il = avmeg at supervisors 0T locar tileracy ang geve Iopemnt agdenciles
TS E TR INEGhL L. s adciiu rEs Lt Udi ams ey DOLeEnlie
CC1i13D0ratiIon 1n ji1teracy

QLil - aimea at the exlension workers of The agenciles To getermine

Lhelr Tell neeas in communiICcatlon ang measure cooperation
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_Gatne_Jng background 1n_‘
agenc1es (QI and II) o

uuﬁf1) Jeader who' conveys tne v1s1on:
o 2) ass1stant ' L
73) 1ocai part101pant e g SIL or ianquaqe commltte _member

HPreDarat1on 1n Yaounde. N R
‘i1l in packground quest1onna1re. sections wnich
T are ianeled w1th Y B T n

 5i$tepR1,

. Step 2ﬂ.1n the reg1on wh1ch is. go1ng to be surveyed. _ P
“© + “contact an official who supports the languaqe Drogramme
to take vou to the 0U {sous pretect). .
get intormation on tocal deveiopment agencies, work on-

sections of backgrouna questionnaire iabeied with A

Step 3: visit infrastructures tor (potential) aauit literacy such
as the ministry of youth and sports, 1f locally represented
ang different development agencies,
fill in auestionnaire 11

-5tep 4: Gather pofential working committee. i.e. oeople who could f
’ be usetul for the iiteracy orogrammé {Not necessariiy
the same people who are 1n the language commettee),
compiete background guestionnaire., sSeclLions laoele¢ with S

Step 6: Chose a viliage as a case study tor cathering 1nformation on
extention workers and vitiagers lquest1onna1re 1i]l and 1lv)
Priorities:

a} PROPELCA village

b} village with active Mi acultl §1Teracy programnme

€} village with neaith/agriculture programme with
potentiral agquit classes

SLlel b Vo Or train tor phase 2

FPhase ¢; ovalherina NTOrmMaLi1oi on extention WOrkers ang viiiaqgers
taquestionnaire {1t ana IV},

kequired Lime: up Lo Olle weeh.

L e s
el1ttier by Team who did pnase )
or by locail participanis

.
I



- age.llwo categories: 3b—zozg4o—ou;
= sex. (botn:cateqor1es MF)

i

= educat1on (onlv 11]1terates/sem1I1terates;

'E LﬁngUééQS’éurvexéd

,jquhere are a goodinumber ffreg1ons in’ w1th ciusters of adeouately qeveiopec 1anguages
4 that could ‘be ‘served by req1onai ?lteracy ‘teams’as conceived for the piiot: ‘projects
‘proposed. It'is foreseen that no ‘more that ‘three regional pilot progects will be-

started over the next six years: 1.e. one-every two years. - Out of ‘all poss1b1e
- regions four were chosen tTor the- 1n1t1ai'surveys The follow1nq cr1ter1a were
“~apllied.1n making.this choice. :They &r isted’ 1n;order of Dr1or1ty. '
N 1) Llinkage of -adult literacy with Propeica program. .. -
-2} Balance between anglovhone and francophone part of the country
- 3) Projects with: gifferent soci-economic.and- soc1~cu1tura1 factors .

~In order ‘to make maXximum use of the 1m1ted_resources only a few key 1anguages in
- each “region chosen:were ‘surveyed at This time. in the’ hooe that this would give us
© o enough ot an idea as 1o whether a project wouid be viable in that region or not.
Hore surveys will be carried out as part of the implementation of pilot projects.
“The regions chosen for these 1mital surveys were the tol1ow1nq. in each region the
- languages surveyed are marked by an asterisk ().
' Ndu, N-W Province: *Limbum, *Lam Nso’, Yamba, Non1, Oku
Bamilike, West Province: *Yemba, *Ghomala, *Fe'fe'e, Ngyemboong
- Mboum—tast, Adamouwa Province: xKarang,. Kuo, Nzak Mbay 7, Mbum Mbere ?
"T'Hofu-ﬁudur, kxtreme North Prov1nce- *Mofu Matai Zu]qo .

Lnitial Evaluation

Summary sheets of the information obtained tor each language surveyed are appended.
Overali intial impressions are ‘the 70! lowing:
- Development on the local ievei recognize the importance or the MY 1n orai
communication. Most reguire their viliage workers to speak the local language.
- There 1s a lot ot good wiil by development agencies 1n ali regions to 1ntegrate
some Of Thelir activities witn adult 1iteracy programs 10 the MT 1n order to become
more eftective in their communication. There 1S a great need for MT materials on
development topics.
~ Infrastructures tor aguit fiteracy ciasses Qifter rrom lanquage to tandguage. in
a given language several Intrastructures are already 1nvoived or may heed to pe
mobiiilzed: e.g. languagesgeve lopment commiTLees. MINJES, chutches. 1agles
cooperatives etc.
— The Mooum-tasl redion has serious orthography gitrerences bewtween relatea
lanquages That should be resolved petore sStLarting a reaional program,
- Ihe Nou anu Bamiike region are DOLN very viaoie tor P10t Drojecis.  Botn have _
STrong FrUPELCA Drojects 1 some ianquaoes and 1or exlensions or poTential :
CALQIIz runts i GLNET N, Bl flave = Jul U1 usve luditielil aoclvilies and e gowo
climate tur coilaboration. :
- The Bamilike reuilon shows a 10T OT locat IN1L1aLIve Thal mignt be MOST i
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~are-fully trained.
The-Nau“region has:

ure through the local
MINJ&Sﬁcen;er.g;L1mbuq;gsﬁsjm1]ag;;o%Lamymso;soc1o;ppItural]y-and_economicailygbuq
less geéveloped'as far as Propelica and ‘adult Titeracy“is ‘concerend. . vamba, the '
- other key language. is soci-economically ¢itferent in that 1t 1s more remote, with

. iess development. - Th1$'group'experiences'aflargerfqra1n.ofreducated people to

. ..more developed regions. . Literacy rates in Yamba.villages can be as low as 14%,

. .which is significantly ‘lower than in more developed NW and -West Province
~languages. ‘The Yamba langauge was not yet surveyed but -important data including
“-1iveracy rates on a number ot villages was obtained trom a local public heaith
_-agency. L TH s [PEERRN E LT .

. .Conclusions

‘The literacy surveys have given us an adeguate basis for deciaing where to start the
< first pilot projects. Beyond that they have.proven a a very useful tool to SIL
“researchers, and others involved in-literacy, to gaininsight into the local
T Situation, to make Known thelr work in literacy and to begin a dialogue with local
~ agencies on fruitful collaporation. It has already become clear that the survey N
‘methods will be used by other researchers even if the langudges concerned will not be
-included -in the proposed piriot projects... . - .. . :




:L1toracy-8urvey.SUNmary3;

“Dates of survey- Oct'1990 .
Survey team- Ian CHEFFY & Grace TOH

1 Questionnaires taken: QI___—__ 1
o Qil 5
QII:____ 71
QIV 24

‘f'an Deve o t Leve]

_ Orthography - settled: Cam. Standard: Yes Probioﬁstoiy some small
issues remain to be fina]ised (e g. position of tone marks on 1ong o
: vowe!s) .

: ocal Leadership-“: : o G

“Language Committee ~-const1tution' No '

regular meetings: 3-4 times per year

: subcommittees in region: None

" subcommittees outside region: None : _

" contributes financially: few funds ' '

type of literacy activities: focusing on deveioping R&W ‘among
11terates at present.

1iteracy worker(s):'no staff
other comments: a small group

- Mater1a1s— ReM book. pianned
: , Primer; Yes

- Post primer: No

- Cultural: Yes (old orthography)
Religious: Yes (old orthography)
Functional: No
News sheet: No
Yearly calendar/diary: Yes
Other:

No of local authors: None

Local publishing - L1 typists: None
Duplicating: Yes

Simple book making: No

Other:

MT_school and adult literacy strugtures
Total no of primary schools: 80-100

Propelca - formal: No no. of schools: 6 stérted when: 0

- informal: Yes no. fo schools: 5 started when: 1986
- no. of trained teachers: 3 fully trained, 8 partially
trained

Adult literacy sponsors:

organizer(s): No full-time: . part~time: volunteer:
no. of regular classes for illiterates: 1

no of L2-L1 transition courses/year: 0

Number of L1 readers: 307

Number of trained L1 literacy instructors: 1




" “'visors ' workers ' . space -

Super-  Village Horkshop

_ _ (YES/NO) -1-6 (6=highest)
. ‘Public Health _ 2 14 . Yes o 5
- MINJES 1 1 - Yes. -3
‘Social & Women’s Affairsi 1 U No 3
o Agriculture 4 : 17 : 7 Yes 5
B Comm.:Development -2 ? ST 5
.. :MINEPIA(animal husbandry)}? ? 2.
2 B B

Baptist Health Centre . 1.

] agers IREE _ T s
Literacy rate 1n remote~v111age-' morse centra

“jof fert111ser, tools, money to pay people to work) .

stivation(s) for reading L1
~a) for readers of L2: :

Tb) for 1111terates '

. illiterates so much - -

- to ga1n new info through L1 mater1a1s :
... = to gain simple arithmetic/marketing skills:
' Yes- 1mprove self-esteem: by being able to urite and
. wprivately, o ,
= athers. A

111age'** o
. Felt'needs: agric - need to grow more & better crops (probiems of lack

- .- health - poor food identified as a problem. (1. e. unbalanced
*d1et9), -also Tack of medicine and mOney to buy;it.n

Yes— to read L2: some“semiiiterates want to read L2 but not the

receive letters

* Several of those interviewed in Luh could read English. I doubt if

this was a representative sample of the whole village.

*%In Binka, all but one interviewee was totally illiterate. They were

~all older people.

“Gollaboration
© potential




