House Building in Nepal (DN-15)

descriptive

A. House Building in Nepal (DN-15)

Durga was very impressed when he watched some houses being built at Kirtipur in Kathmandu, Nepal.! He
describes the process in some detail in this text.

A.1 Free Translation of Text

1. This is about house building in Kirtipur (in Kathmandu).

2. When building a house, people will first dig up the soil to a certain depth. And there they will thoroughly
mix together gravel and cement. And later they will lay the bricks and sandy cement together. They will put
scaffolding of iron in place down below first.

3. And when it's really high, they will make a hod for taking the bricks and cement up.

4. When one storey is finished they will put up iron poles otherwise wooden planks and from below they will
place the boards carefully in the holes. And from one side they covered with blue metal.

5. And later they raised (the building) a little bit more (and) they made something like an ak"ana on one side.
And at middle height they made two storeys. And they lifted and put in place the roof beam and they put in place
the rafters fairly far apart and they nailed on the roof cross-pieces fairly far apart. And up above they covered it
with beautifully made boards. Above that they roofed with tiles.

6. On one side there is a house. On one storey up above is something like a threshing floor. And just a little
distance (from there) they built a waist high dog kennel.

7. And on the top floor they made two rooms, one small and the other big. They will sleep in the big one and
they have placed the baggage in the small one.

8. And below are three rooms. In one room they will do work (an office) and in one room they will prepare food
and where there is a small porch like place is the place for people to sit.

9. People will call that house a two storey house.

10. Also for the windows, for the screens, (they made) beautiful wood, they hammered in shaped sticks and
they have added the screens.

11. On two sides there are stairs.
12. 1t is high in the middle. On one side is a stair.
13. They built the Kirtipur houses like this.

14. The time of raising the walls, they built very small on two sides and they made it very high in the middle.
One side they raised just a little high. Where they will sleep, they made that room medium height. And they made
stairs on one side.

15. They roofed with tiles after having covered with boards.

16. In the room where they will sit they have made a fireplace for warming themselves. And in winter the fire
will warm (them).

17. The Kirtipur houses are just like that.

IText typed by Durga Ram Kasyap, 1972. Researcher: Fran Woods.
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A.2 House Building in Nepal Interlinear

DN-15:1
FIAGT =T g7 WA =7 e ey
kirtipur tfo g"sor monato tfo got ae
PN PRT N N PRT N EQ

Kirtipur =POSS house make-NOM =POSS speech is.3S
This is about house building in Kirtipur (in Kathmandu).

DN-15:2.1
T HMETER FEC AMAT AN 2 A STl S
g"or monator holene log mon age  b"ui ne itlo gorea
N \% A% N ADV N POSTP ADV ADJ
house make-CONJ.INC become-CNSUF=TEMP people before land =LOC this much deep
EIEEIT
kPoruat
A%
dig-3pP.F2
When building a house, people will first dig up the soil to a certain depth.
DN-15:2.2
qHT gar ST Hfi e = g "l
aur huta gifi sirminf s3ge k"ub milauat
CONJ ADV N N POSTP ADV V

and  there blue metal cement with-EMP much mix-CAUS-3P.F2
And there they will thoroughly mix together gravel and cement.

DN-15:2.3
AHT TE aT WS AL HIRHIAE H€ STHTS AT
aur pase ifa aur baru sirminf s3ge dzomauat
CONJ ADV N CONJ N N POSTP V

and later brick and sand cement with-EMP lay in place-CAUS-3P.F2
And later they will lay the bricks and sandy cement together.

DN-15:2.4
T T A AR A feeww oAd & wW A a
deri mon kadze loho tfo idlahan mon ke age kPMale le
N PRT POSTP N  PRT ADJ PRT CASE ADV ADV MKR
scaffolding =PL for iron =POSS thissize =PL GOL before below=LOC =SRC
STHTT 33|
dzomate neuat
%

lay in place-CAUS-CONJ.INC-take-3P.F2
They will put scaffolding of iron in place down below first.

DN-15:3
AT T T BT I ST Tl el HXHIE & STl
aur k"ub dég hole upre tfegto kadze ita sirminf ke  d3zokti
CONJ ADV N V POSTP ADV POSTP N N CASE N

and much high become-CNSUF above=LOC climb-ADVR for brick cement GOL brick hod
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AL AL HIATHATT
asan asan monauat
ADV ADV A\

like this like this make-3P.F2

And when it's really high, they will make a hod for taking the bricks and cement up.
DN-15:4.1

TEH T HEIEIE AT ARN A BS AR T AT
ek  paudjy holi ale huta loho tfo tfPer nahle ruk tfo
NUM N \Y% ADV N PRT N  ADV N PRT

one storey of a house become-3S.NM.PC-when there iron =POSS pole otherwise tree =POSS

R s o | s AT @Il T FHET FET A RIS B T 1|
dulum mon deuat aur khale le  kana kana ne phara man ke otf"a
N PRT BITRANS CONJ ADV MKR N N  POSTP N PRT CASE ADV

branch =PL give-3P.F2 and below=LOC =SRC hole hole =LOC board =PL GOL good

STHTSATT
dzomauat
\Y
lay in place-CAUS-3P.F2
When one storey is finished they will put up iron poles otherwise wooden planks and from below they will
place the boards carefully in the holes.”

DN-15:4.2
AFT WMEd & o arg e * e
aur gotok ret le baru giti ke phatla
CONJ NUM N MKR N N CASE V

and one side =SRC sand blue metal GOL cover up-3P.PTC
And from one side they covered with blue metal.

DN-15:5.1
AT TH T EF AHL FoTl TErF 91 SrEm AT
aur pase upre kMidik aur uttala gotok pat ak"sna maha
CONJ ADV POSTP ADJ ADJ V NUM ADV N ADV
and later above=LOC alittle more rise-CAUS-3P.PTC one  side (uncertain meaning) like
HATETI
monala
\%

make-3P.PTC

And later they raised (the building) a little bit more (and) they made something like an ak"ana on one side.>
DN-15:5.2

AT WSt =T Fe ATl HEATAT|
aur modzi dég dui paudjy monala
CONJ ADJ N NUM N \Y%

and middle high two storey of a house make-3P.PTC
And at middle height they made two storeys.

2This I think is for more scaffolding.
3No idea akhona what is.
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DN-15:5.3
aur  pafi tégorla aur kada lapi lapi tégerla
CONJ N \% CONJ N ADV ADV V
and roof beam lift and put in place-3P.PTC and rafter far far lift and put in place-3P.PTC
AT AT AT qrAr ST
aur lapi lapi bota thetfla
CONJ ADV ADV N TR

and far far roofcross-pieces hammer-3P.PTC
And they lifted and put in place the roof beam and they put in place the rafters fairly far apart and they nailed
on the roof cross-pieces fairly far apart.

DN-15:54
AT T EC I Ll ERT HETT AT
aur  upre otf’a stidor  p"ara monan phatla
CONJ POSTP ADV ADJ N \' \%
and  above=LOC good beautiful board make-CONJ.COMP cover up-3P.PTC
And up above they covered it with beautifully made boards.

DN-15:5.5
Bkl E: RS T Bl
huntfo upre khopra tfMaiila
POSSPRON POSTP N A%
she=POSS above=LOC rooftile roof-3P.PTC
Above that they roofed with tiles.

DN-15:6.1
G T | O EO |
gotok pat g"or ase
NUM ADV N ST
one  side house is.3S
On one side there is a house.

DN-15:6.2
T EIE ] T FIETT ATET &
eke paud3 upre kotar maha ase
PPRON N POSTP N ADV ST

IT-GOL storey of a house above=LOC threshing floor like
On one storey up above is something like a threshing floor.

18.3S

DN-15:6.3
AT "IeH g7 FHRE AT AT Tar EQE B T o B
aur k"Mdik d"ur  kukur men tfo  roto kadze keoradsk dég bPiti
CONJ ADJ N N PRT PRT ST POSTP N N N
and alittle distance dog(M) =PL =POSS be-CONJ.INC for waist deep high wall
FoTATI
uthala
A%

rise-CAUS-3P.PTC
And just a little distance (from there) they built a waist high dog kennel.
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DN-15:7.1
AT TUT TS T T AT "l Terw A0 AT R e
aur upoar paud3 ne dui bakra monala gotok nani ae aur gotok
CONJ POSTP N POSTP NUM N \Y NUM ADJ EQ CONJ NUM
and above storey of a house =LOC two room make-3P.PTC one small is.3S and one
RIERELE
bore ae
ADJ EQ
big is.3S
And on the top floor they made two rooms, one small and the other big.
DN-15:7.2
EIE G GIEIC) ST AT q RIS S R -l e
bore t"ane souat aur nani t"ane sosman man ke  s3galase
ADJ N \Y% CONJ ADJ N N PRT CASE V

big place=LOC sleep-3P.F2 and small place=LOC baggage =PL GOL put away-3P.PC
They will sleep in the big one and they have placed the baggage in the small one.

DN-15:8.1
qMHT Gl AR EECT U L B
aur Kkhale tin k"li oson  ase
CONJ ADV NUM N ADV ST

and  below=LOC three room like this is.3S
And below are three rooms.

DN-15:8.2
T gret o FH HLEAT AT AEE I Tigad AT e
gotok kPoli ne kam koruat aur gotok t"ane raduat aur gotok
NUM N POSTP N \Y% CONJ NUM N \% CONJ NUM

one room =LOC work do-3P.F2 and one place=LOC prepare food-3P.F2 and one

IR r: o B | Lo AT AT ARTEA AT qFEAr w0
portf’li ason ae dze huta koni log mon tfo bosto  kadze ae
N ADV EQ REL ADV PRON N PRT ADJ POSTP EQ
porch like this 1s.3S justas there any  people =POSS sit-ADJR for 15.3S
In one room they will do work (an office) and in one room they will prepare food and where there is a small
porch like place is the place for people to sit.

DN-15:9
R R 1 1 - - A | o T dlegenal
hun g¢g"%r ke logmon dui pauds g"or boluat
DEM N CASE N NUM N N \%

that house GOL people two storey of a house house say-3P.F2
People will call that house a two storey house.
DN-15:10

gt wT FS A ggET A9 HS 9T gE] T wT oww F oA

khitki mon kadze bole porda mon kadze otf"a siidor  biti pPara mon ke  bPiti

N PRT POSTP ADV N PRT POSTP ADV ADJ CLSS N PRT CASE N
window =PL for also screen =PL for good beautiful thing board =PL GOL wall
T e SATH AT dSaT AF  RAE|
ne khuti tPetflase aur porda mon loagalase
POSTP N TR CONJ N PRT V

=LOC shaped stick hammer-3P.PC and screen =PL add to-3P.PC
Also for the windows, for the screens, (they made) beautiful wood, they hammered in shaped sticks and they
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have added the screens.*

DN-15:11
LA FAAT AH
dui paf utorna ase
N N ST

both sides stair is.3S

On two sides there are stairs.
DN-15:12.1

HqSTTGr ST

modzi gota dég ase

N N ST

in the middle high is.3s

1t is high in the middle.
DN-15:12.2

Mar® a0 Ha<ar S|

gotok pat wutorna ae

NUM ADV N EQ
one  side stair  1s.3S
On one side is a stair.
DN-15:13
FLAE A7 AL FA AT ar =T
kirtipur tfo g"or moan asni to monala
PN PRT N PRT ADV CONJ V
Kirtipur =POSS house =PL like this-EMP thus make-3P.PTC
They built the Kirtipur houses like this.
DN-15:14.1
et Forar T FEAE AT AT HETAD
bhiti utPato bera duipat nani nani monala
N A\ N N ADJ ADJ V
wall rise-CAUS-ADJR time both sides small small make-3P.PTC
HIATETI
monala
\'%

make-3P.PTC

aur modzi bore dég
CONJ ADJ ADJ N
and middle big high

The time of raising the walls, they built very small on two sides and they made it very high in the middle

DN-15:14.2
TEF 912 Giw ST HaeTl
gotok pat kPMinik dég utMala
NUM ADV ADV N A\
one  side alittle high rise-CAUS-3P.PTC
One side they raised just a little high.

DN-15:14.3
AT G I 7 R | EUG LE SV T CIEdl
apun mon souat dze hun bakra bate
PRON PRT V REL DEM N N ADJ
one's self =PL sleep-3P.F2 justas that room

Where they will sleep, they made that room medium height.

4Free translation needs work.

ST HETET

modzi dég monala

N \%

way=LOC middle high make-3P.PTC
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DN-15:14.4
ST TMEE TIE FHadAT HEATT

aur gotok pat uterna monala

CONJ NUM ADV N \%
and one  side stair  make-3P.PTC
And they made stairs on one side.

DN-15:15
HET  HIEA It @TT Bl
p"ara pPatun bati kPopra tftatila
N A\ N N A\

board cover up-CONJ.COMP after rooftile roof-3P.PTC
They roofed with tiles after having covered with boards.
DN-15:16.1

T aTHer o JrET S AT e Al FST GIAHT AT
gotok bakra ne bosuat dze huta aig tf"ekto kadze k"olka maha
NUM N POSTP V REL ADV N ADJ POSTP N ADV
one room =LOC sit-3P.F2 justas there fire warm S.t.-ADJR for fireplace type like

HIATATH|
monalase
v
make-3P.PC

In the room where they will sit they have made a fireplace for warming themselves.
DN-15:16.2

AT gAT Hd a4 AT el

aur huta sit bera aig tfPekuat
CONJ ADV ADJ N N Vv

and  there cold time fire warm S.t.-3P.F2
And in winter the fire will warm (them).

DN-15:17
e . FAE AT AT AT o
usni to kirtipur tfo g"or mon ase
ADV CONJ PN PRT N PRT ST

like that-EMP thus Kirtipur =POSS house =PL is.3S
The Kirtipur houses are just like that.

Abbreviations
3s = third person, plural
3p = third person, singular
ADJ = adjective
ADJR = adjectiviser
ADV = adverb(ial)
ADVR = adverbaliser
BITRANS = bitransitive
CASE = case marker
CAUS = causative
CLSS = classifier
CNSUF = conditional/temporal suffix
COMP = complete

CONJ = conjunctive
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DEM
EMP
EQ
F2
GOL
INC
IT
LOC

MKR

NM
NOM
NUM
PC

PL

PN
POSS
POSSPRON
POSTP
PPRON
PRON
PRT
PTC
REL

S

SRC
ST
TEMP
TR

A%

demonstrative
emphatic marker
equative

future 2

goal marker
incomplete
intransitive
locative

human male
marker

noun

non human-male
nominaliser
cardinal number
present complete
pluraliser

proper noun
possessive particle
possessive pronoun
post position
personal pronoun
pronoun

particle

past complete
relative marker
singular

source

stative

temporal particle
transitive

verb
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