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PARTICIPANTS TN GUNU NARRATIVE BISGQ‘(%E

0. Intra@ction

i

The linguistic structure of narrative discourse,
i - such as folk tales, presenis certain well-defined
‘grammatical characteristies, One of those grammatical
characteristics is the way in which participsnts .

end inanimate cbjects are referred to, Participants

are those charseters in the marrative who'perrorm an‘

action er towa.ra.s whom an aetion is directed, Inanimte
objects are those things in the narrative which are g

acted upon By the participants,

_ This ahalysis of participant reference is based
¥ on the study of three Gunu folk tales, recorded and :
| transcribed in Ombesss, Cemeroon in 1978, These weré
analysed during a grammar workshop of the Société

Internationale de Linguistigue - Cameroon - in Yaoundé'

in May _1979.

The Gumu language 1s spoken by spproximetely 30.000
- pecple in the south-central region of Cameroon,

in the Mbam dfpartement, in the arrondissements

of Ombessa and Bokito, There are two dlaieets,

- . north Gumu and south Gumiz the texts for the presen{:
gtudy were recorded in the North Guau dialect, : | !
The Gumu langusge 15 also known ocutside the area as

Yambassa, and as such is classified by Guthrie (3197) : 32 )

85 & Bantu language of the A0 {Sanaga)} group, He assigns to




Yambessa the designation As2, The langimge is
rich in folk tales and the three texts studied are

all animal stories: “The tortoise, the elephent and

L

- - the hippopotamus® (10)-, %The hare and the panther 5

¥

harvest yams® (17}, "The tortoise wins a wifew [18) -
The mumbers in parentheées are the references used.. -
in this study and identify the texts - and the
individual sentenees in it - in a large collection mt
yet published, All the stories have both entertainment

and moralising value within the culture, _

This baper will present the way in whieh the_' _
nerrator introduces and refers to the ps.rtieipantﬁ and
innanimate objects; specifieally, the use of nouns

| > and pronouns will be deseribed, Bach instance will _f
be exmmined within its immediate context - clause, | B
sentence - and also with reference to the r8les of ‘éhe | |
pa:rticipants. in the context of the whole narrative |

discourse,

1. Participant reference *in main clauses

In main clsuses the reference to the partieipants

may be focused or non-focused, The focused reference

#y

system, which serves to highlight a partieular participant,
2 uses devices which are not part of the non-foeused re-

ference gysten,

1.1 Non-focused reference,

The non-focused reference system shows how participants
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are referred to when no participant is being SPeciallir
highlighted, The rules which pertain to the introduetion

and identification, the reintroduction and reidentificstion
of participants will be deseribed here, A speciel cade is

presented by the use of infinitive verb form, and so a

distinetion will be drawn between that and inflected

verb forms,
1.1.1 Claunses with inflected verb forms,

_ Inflected ve:é’b forms differ from the infinitive form
in that the former must begi a person merker, whilst the

letter may not,
Each participant is first introduced by means of a

noun, This is the case at the beginning of the whols

discourse, and &t the beginning of emch episode within
a particular diseourse}_r Thig is true whether therpafrtici-
pa.nt; is introduced s subject or as objeet,
Introduction es suﬁ:ject: first reference in the text;
Example 1, g3 laimfu a sfenemi ;eg?af '

so tortoise he giays

tSo there remained the tortoiset

Introduction as object, firat referenee in the text.
Example 2, a ydba go eda gc’ﬁ.o ck3d> ba hﬁn!u 18:48e
he goes to go take wife of tdrtoise '

slowly

‘He went creeping up to take the tortoisets wife!

If the participant is Pirst introdneed in a nensubject

slot, when he becomes sub:jéet for the first time & noun




fust be useds
Example 3, a bie éﬁ bola nad ako
he nmrr, past arrive at panther

nko and 18:3%9-402

. panther he said

% ‘ Once the participant has been introduced he will be -
i referred to by a pronoun if he continues as Subject *E{n
| subseduent clausess.
- ' Exemple 4, nfmfu go &da
: ' ' tortoise goes
a bda g8 fda go dza nes  geaneo
he narr, p. go put elephant cord
a b2 sfe
he nerr, past, stay
*s s, bda mo oyfndx end cev 10:27-29
| he narr, p, him say he satd
'The tortoise went and put the rope on the e]iephmt,

he stayed and said,,.!

The same is true Of the object, even 1f a clause intervenes
where the object is absent; -
Exazple S,

2  héa gdhd pks

he nai'r.p. ‘chase panther

a bda gind

he narr.,p, _ché.se : _ _ |

#y
L]
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a bfe & mo afligene 17: S2b-54
he narr,p. go him chase-home 7 | T |
'He -hare- chased the panther, he chased, -

he chesed him homer,

|
|




The gcorollary of this is that when the subject

echanges from one clause to another, the subjeet of the

VY

second clause must be reidentified by & nouns

Z . Example 5, .
nefbé a  gdze
Hippopotms. ke pulls
nes a gz
elephant he pulls
nedbé = g3gd
;, hiprpopotamms he pulls
:“ nca s gdgo 10:43-46
. elephant he  pulls _
) tthe hippopotams pulled, the elephant pulled,
* the hippopotamms pulled, the elephant pulled, !
Example 7,
gogs pk3 a gifneguene na bildu
still panther he wastes-time with yams
béhf go . foanana :
his = grilling
lgimi'u a mo yéhana, €0 mo gumbene 18:58-59%a
tortoise he him watehes to him seize
'The panther was still wasting time grilling his
-~ yams. The tortoise vas watehing him, ready to
< séi-se him, * |

If two participants are asting together, referred

to &8 'they', then when cne of the two becomes the sole

actor again he must be reidentified by & nouns




Example 8,

bg g3genenom?

e

- They (relephant and hippopotamus) were pulling

: i ] nedbd a pa  aml © 10:5.b-52
hippopotamms he does he-that

'They were pulling each other, The hippopotemmus

made as ﬁo...f

1.1.2 Cleuses with the infinitive verb Fform

A special case is pese& by & particuiar form of
the verb - & defocused, infinitive form=, This form,
whieh camot take the bound pronominal prefix, may
be preceded by three kinds of partieipant refereme::

N zero, géhf {a possessive adjective}, or a noun,

1.1.2,1 Zero

In a sequence of clauses all havir_xg- the same sﬁbjmt
the zero form is used and is therefore equivalent to the
use of the bound pronoun a- with inflected verbs faﬂ shown

in Example 4),

Example S,
g3 e JSdamd nad miimpo
80 he goes to water :
go dda go dza nedé tino géaziea
go to put hip]éo also rope
go sfe 10:33-36

stay to the water

ﬁ
|
i
1
i




150 he ‘{ortolse)goes o’ the witer ‘and pute’ the rope on

the hippopotamms also, He stays...!

’”It. .

1.2.2.2.  gfnf

e

When the infinitive form is used at the beginning
of & paragrephS _g_g‘é_é_ is the further restrietion
that the events narrated in the paragraph in question must
parallel those of the previous paragraph, _C_#_si%' is an
anaphoric pronoun, snd so there must be some way of 1dentifying
the participant because of what the reader already knows
about him, In text 10 the tortoise hasg told the elephant
how he is going to prove his strength, and then he goes
- | and tells the hippopotamus the same thing, At the start
of this paragraph the tortoise is referred to by gfhe,
Exsmple 10,
kfnfu go oyans ncs emd ...
tortoise says elephaat he says
new b bva gfidad ndmo
they spoken thus
gfhd go fa=  tdne nad nedbdé  10:168-b
. he goes also to hippo |
tThe tortolse said to the elephant, ¥,,., ",
L when they had spoken, he went also to the

hippopotemms',

o
o

This use of gfhf may be reinforced by the use of the noun
in addition;
Example 11: _
pke @gfhf go mo  bisonens 18347

panther he him decide-ageinst




1The panther decided to get et him {tortoise),!
This clause introduces & new section, but the panther

retains the initistive, The panther has Just tried

i

: ) unsuceessfully to trample on the tortoise, and now

decides on a new course of action with the same

W

purpose of harming the tortoise,

1.1.2.3 Houn

The partieipant is referred to explicitly by =
noun together with the infinitive form under the same
eircumstences a8 we have already deseribed for ihe uée

of the noun in clauses with inflected verb forms {ef,l.l ,;.),

1.2 Focused reference

S We shall desl here with instances of participant
reference which appear to violate the principles outlined
above, but vhich can be explained in terms of the
particular foeus into whieh the marrator is putting
the paxticiisant. In each case the participant is hiéh-
lighted by the particular use the narrator makes of the
reference system, a use whick is all the more signiﬁca.nt
because it is ‘mwxpeeted in that it departs from the norm,

The participant may be highlighted becsmege of his

v place in the social order (social hierarchy), his active

. or passive role within the story (predominance) or ﬂi&

partieular, well-known characteristices {conventionai rdle),

1.2.1} BSoeial hierarchy

Social hierarchy may be defined as the elassification

by which any one culture assigns to its members a piaee,




more or less important, in relation to the other members
of the culture, A&nimals mre included in this classific&tion
and find a place in the soeial hierarchy4 In Gum
culture animals oceupy & lower place in the social
23 | - hierarchy than men, |
Example 12,
1. g.:'a'a mato a bimbamd na omb&la behf ...

8o men  he was with girl  his

2., g3 Tboysmnysma bf
8¢ gll animals they group themselves
3. a péle s dgz geadnd 18:2a-3d
he nar past put  basket
'A man once hed a daughter f{and said v,,"},
S0 all the animals came crowding round, and

¥ he put a basket fof peppers on the fire}:,

In this exeample we would expeet tﬁe man to be re-iden-
tified by & noun in line 3 for two reasons: if'irstly,ﬁ there
is a change of subject from lines 2 to 3, secondly line

3 is in a different section from linme 1, necessiteting
the reintroduction of the participent by & noun, In

fact the.pronoun is used beecanse of soeial hierarchj t
man is higher in the socisl order than animels end sb

fhe proncun refers to the partieiﬁant on the higher

level, making further reidentification unnecessary,S

wh

1,22, Predominance

The way a participant is referred to may change if

he iz the predominant actor, The non-focused reference

system is used when two partieipants are equal in status and
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in the initiative they take within a section of & stgary.
When one of them becomes the prime initiastor of the events
of & section, the marrator may choose to bring this partici-
pant into foeus, by using the focuased system of refe:i'ence.
There are two reasons why the nerrator mmy choose t6 focus
on & participant in this way; a, the predominance créa.’ced when
one participant takes and keeps the initiative, par-
ticularly when he is east in the r8le of sgressor vis-h-
vis the other pariicipant, b, the predominance crea:ued
when one participant is in foecus as the hero of the f:story.

Example 13,
1. a bie fad nad nks
he narr..pasi: go to panthezf
2, 1nke amd *,, "

panther he said
3., a bda béfunde a adedn cband ndd gladedaded

he narr, take-gourage he throws foot to ealabash

past
4, gladedaded g8  umbed fuided  fueké gl nd 18
calabash it. rem narr, jump long time 1t already is
héeni ndeni
over there

5. a bda sféné 2 adeda sband go eof  18:39-43b
he nsrr, stay he +throws foot : to ground '
past, :
tHe (tortoise) went to the panther, The panther
said *,.,* He took gourage and kicked at 'bhe
ecalsbash, but the calabash had already jumped and

wag far my.- He stayed where he was and hie foot

landed on the ground!,



_ 13
In this segtion the setion passes from the tér‘éoise Iéline 1)
to the panther (line 2 ff.). Apart from line ) where a promun
- , is used, the tortoise is referred to as a calabash which he had
p:evionsly entered, This defocuses the tortcise, and he is in
fact concealed from view by his ealsbash, so the linguistic
' éévicé parallels the sctual event, The panther is then the
participant in focns and the initiative &t this poini; in the
story lies with him - he is trying to do away with the
tortolse, Because of this focus the panther is not reiden-
tified by & noun in line 5 expected, since the sub,je&t.of the
intervening clauses wes the calabash {tortoise), Instead the
pergonal pronoun is used in line 5, as though snother subject

- had not intervened,g

: 1.2.2,2 Hero rBle
Exemple 14, |
1. g% 2 gflomd  modms ned nko
80 he takes things <from panther
2, & s g afisnef i modme
he narr, put on  his  things
past
3. g8s bd  dlenyemf modma
-~ 80 they remove things
| 4 emd | 17:258-26¢
i he said

'So he (hare.) took some of the pantherts things

and put them on top of his, Then they took their

things off (the fire) and he said, ».,,*
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In this tale the hare, who is the main charaeter,. is trying

e ﬁ to ontwit the panther and in this seetion is taking the

‘ initiative to deceive him, The hare, beesuse he is the

Y, : predominant actor in the section {&nd also hero of the
story; see also below 1.2.3.3), is reintroduced simply by
the pronoun a- in am§ the sajd'7, Here we would expect a noun,
firstly becsuse, there is a paragraph bresk between
lines 2 and 3, and secondly, because the subjeect of the
previoua clanée is the plural bd -here as the varisnt -
rtheyt ~of. 1.1.1- |

1.2.,2.5 Return to edual status

= Where the participants return to equal status and
neither predominstes, the general rules of reidentification
by & noun apply Jef. 1.1}. At the end of the section of
text 18 {exsmple 13}, when the panther has terminated the
actions he initiated, both tortoise and panther return to
equal status:
Example 15

“Egad kimfu 2 mba 1§ & mo ydbans

however tortoise he rem, cop, be him wateh

- past
ggd pko . 2  gifneguene na bildu  béhd
atill panther he wasteg-time with yams his |
€ kfmin a8 mo ydbana 18:57-5%a

tortoise he him watches

'However, the tortoise was watching him, 8till the

panther was wasting time with his yams, The tortoise

was watching him,
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1.2.3 Conventional rdle

The narrator may identify participants by the actions

T . they perform or the words they séy without making use of
the ususl (non-focused) reference system, This may work in ©
three ways: |

a, the form of address:which one participant uses for
enother may identify the spemker, where other reference to
him is lacking, |

b. the previcus actions performed by the part.ic‘éipant
in the story may be of such & kind that the subseque_nt

actions could only be undertaken by the same psrticipant

and confusion is therefore not possible, If, for example,

- | a participant.has been hunting and then later, withdut
| being reidentified, comes home with the game, the hearer
ig in no doubt about the identity of the participant,

e. the nature and characteristics of a particiﬁant
may be fully known to the hearer {either from previous
stories or from the place the participant always oceupies
in the culture), and so certain actions will be expécted
to be pérférmed by him alone, even if he is not specifically

reidentified at that poin‘t..*3

- | 1.2.3,1. Form of address
Example 16.. nko go g3lo kumgulu
| panther | takes {noise of tam-tam)
ami  tNedo, baba.... | 17:38-39
he said 'give to me, paPa,....
The panther tock the tam-tam tkuggulu'. He said

1Give it Lo me, PAPR. .. !

|
|
|
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The expectation is that the panther is dbing the say:lng

as he is the subjeet of the previcus clause, We know,

~ however, that it mast be the hare, as he uses the form

of sddress 'Papat' which he would use to the panther who

is bigger than he is,

1.2.3,2 Previcus actions

Exsmple 17,
go dmba nnyama ykimde pifm{
pass animal every completely
go efluge nad  nnyend - 18:468-b

'He went past every single animml a.nd went

back home!

In this case we have no formal identifieation who the
partieipant is, and the infinitive form which may

be unmarked for person is used{see footnote 2}, The

example oeccurs in the text after & minor break, We' can,
however, be sure that the tortoise is the subject of

both elsuges ag the previous events had shown him going

past esch animal in turn with impunity, No other participent
in the story could therefore fill this r8le, | The ni:a:rrator
here uses the actions the participant performs in relstion

to those he has alreadi' performed to identify him,

1.2.3.2 Known characteristies

In éxmple 17 dbove the tortolse is further 16;en1:ified
as the 'sub':ject of the two clauses by the fact that the hearer

expects him to escepe harm, becsuse of his rSle as ‘a hero in

Gunu folk tales,
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In one case the narrator uses a descriptive phrase to

“identify & partieipant, The hare, hero of the atory of the

hare and the panther who harvest their yams (text 17), is
referred to as: |
Bxsmple 18, _
miond be  asafa ' 17:80b
child  of ‘ancestor
Thus the mrratorridentifies the hare as a member of his
own ancestral group, The motivation for this may be that both
narrator and hare share the ssme skill and eunning, %charaeter-
1stics which are usuelly attributed to the hare in Guma folk

tales, .

1.3. Identifieastion of speskers

It is sometimes difficult to identify who is
speaking in a dialogue, In a dialogue of normal speed
the rules of the usual reference system apply; it is in
rapid exchanges of dialogue that the identity of the

speaker m&y be unclear,

1.3.1 Normal dislogue

The initial speaker is identified by the ususl
system of participant reference, focused or non-foéﬂsed,
as we have already described it., The responding and
subsequent speakers are identified by nouns, This 3in
fact follows the rule that when the subject changes

from one clause to the next the noun must be used (cf.

1.2.1 )"o
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Example 19,
am3 gf nefoé  amd ...
. he said - h;'.ppo he said
nofbd  amd m..®
f-‘“a‘,_ o hippo he said
| kdmiu amd 'géhé’ amd "L 10:164-20

torteise he said to him he said
1He {tortoise) said to the hippopotamms *,, .
The hippopotamus said »,, " The tortolse

selid to him™,, . »'

1.3.2, BRapid exchanges

In a rapid exchange of dialogue, however, the

reference to the responding speaker may be deleted:
“ Example 20,
| 1, cddi am3 géhf amd ",
nare  he said %o him he said *,..
2, ami w,,
he said »,,.»
3. cé'é.i amd %, .»*
hare he said »,,.»
tThe here said to him %, %, He sajd », "
The here said *,, %1
The speaker in line 2 is not the hare but the panther.
% This deletion is permitted only onge, as the speakér {the
hare) is explicitly encoded as a noun again in 1ine;; 3.
Schematically & dialogue between A and B may be represen-

ted as follows, with unfilled quotation marks to imdicate

~what ia said, and a capital letter to indicate encoding by

a nounsg
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A ",
¥ e (B deleted)
A w_,m
In the folk tales studied so far no one dialogue has

exececded three exchanges,

2, Participant reference in subordinste clauses

In subordinate clamses the system relies on & much
heavier use of nouns and it does not fit into the system
used in main ¢lauses, If a perticipant is in'trodueed
at the beginning of a section in a subordinate elause by

8 noun, the noun will he used sgain in the main ¢l "e;

Example 2%,
ana nka & mbod 5b8  ndmo
‘when  panther he rem,narr, hear thus
past

nko  amd . 17:41-42a
panther he sald '

'When the panther heard this, he said!

%, Reference to insnimate objects

Inanimate objects do not initiate action, but' are
used or acted upon by the participants in the events of
the narrative,

An inenimate object is imtroduced by a noun, but '
proncminal reference may be used subsequently within
a section for the same form of the noun,

The fire {text 17) 1s introduced in the Pirst

episode by & noun fyuke (line 10) and is then referred

to pronominally hd eddi '{fire) of hare (line 11},

|
I
|
|
]
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nd nko {fire) of panther' (line 12b}, where h contains

the class marker h® of fyuke 'fire', This pronominal

reference holds throughout this episede, Within the
episode the narrator uses the plural form of 'fire!
mfyuke muimfe rall fires'! {line 15¢), referring to them

with & noun, When subsequently he refers to anyone or the
fires (sing.) within the same episode, he uses a pronominal
form héhé rhis {fire)r {line 1603, as confusion between the
singular and plural forms is not possible, :

In texts 10 and 18 nouns are used emlasimly:for
referenge to inanimate cbjeets, In these texts thefr are
less clemrly linked with the participants, The pronominal
reference to inanimate objeats may be used only whefe
they can be identified in terms of the participants,
otherwise the noun mst be used,

When the possessive adjective is used on its own,
héhé this (fire)r, mfhd this {(things)', it elways re-
fers to the sub)eect of the .sent;ence; |
Expmple 22

a bda réndgfndnd néng 17313
he narr, past reinforced his

'He (‘hare) reinforced his (own} fire!

‘Reference to snother third person must be explicit:

Exsmple 23, _
a gedegedie ra hd cfdi k€ pe héhé kf
17:29

~ he tends and of  here also and his also

tHe {panther) tended both hare's fire and his own!
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4, Summry

All participants must be introduced by & noun,

. but subsequent reference to them will depend on their

1

réle in the story, The main charecter (agressor, hero)’

A)
FLE
13

may be referred to by a pronoun, even in cases where

& noun would be the norm, if the ha.rrater chooses to.
identify him as the main participant of that section.

The secondary participant(s) must, however, be encoded
by a noun wherever they need to be reidentified, Rxeept
in rapid exechange, partiecipants in dialogue are referred
to by & noun, A noun is used each time to identify
inanimate objects unless they ean be referred to in ‘:!:erms

* of their relationship to the partieipants,

¥

?;‘;_ -
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Hotes:

1.

3.

" Episode indicates the next uni’c_ below the diacourhe level,

" For further definition of this unit, and its distinguishing

features, see Robinson, 1979, "The structure of & Gunu

narrative text®, ms,

It is ealled here infinitive becamse it cannot be inflected
for tense and takes no person marker, 1t mway not ‘bear any

clause level inflection and is marked by an infinitive prefix

8O-,

Episodes in Gunu are ceﬁuposed of paragraphs, theée of
settings, incidents and outeomes, as described in Robinson,

In the preface to his collestion of folk tales B,Diop,

(1958:1_0-3‘#')' assigne animals & place alongside men and

women,

For a similar motion of socisl hierarchy, termed torder of

prominence', see V,F, Kondo, 1977.

For a similar éu:ample of changing the foeus on participants,

by the use of suffixes, see N, Wiebe, 1977,

and is & speech introducer marked only for person, not for

tense, e.g. am3 the said!, gosmd 'you (sg) said!, ete,

Similer identification of partieipants by their cultural
r8le was observed in Longuda {Higa-ia-). by J F.Newman, 1978,
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