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The PTavasean lergusge 15 epoken by
gome 60,000 Snhabltants of the morthucet cormer of the state of Michoaedn,
Hoxieo, The area is more prosiscly descvibed by West as “extend| ing )
mmmmmemmmmummmemwm
Fdtzouara, and southward from the liexico~Guadalajare highwey te a 1line
drawn between Pdtocuaro and the pesk of Tencftare™(1948:1). This ds l0-
cated somo 350 %o 4950 kmse west of Mexico City, in the transverse volcanic
zone that oxtends across the cowntry from the Pacifie Occom almost to the
Gull of Nexdens

Stanislauwskd (1947:46-47) refors to this same axca as “the culture
nuclovs of the aubitious, agreossive Tarsscona” and goes on to say that "It
was then (2.4, pador to the Comguest]y an it is now, e veglon in which
Tarascsn unity was sminteined, and the bowndavies of this nucleus have
al.tmd but alightly in subsequent centuries.”

Before the ceming of the Spaniards, Tavascan soclal and political ine
£luence extended bBeyend this nucheus throughout practically the entire area
of the present state of Michesofn. Flaece names of Tarasean origin are found

zn border of the stato (e«g., Zitdouaro, Anganguso), and
to the morth in the state of Cuanajuato (eege, mwm. Yurizda, Cultzeo).
The state names of Cuanajuato ard Qucrdtaro are both of Tarascam origin.

The majority of Taraseans gre farmers, many of them working soall

connunal farnm lands. Other eccupaticne in the highlands ave: shoemakews,
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hatmakers, chavconl twraers, carpenters, masons, beekeepezs, tallers,
tutchezs, troders, sohooltecachers (ef. Beals 1946:61). In the region of
lake Pfizevaxo many ave fishermen, aand come ave pottors, vterekespers,
woavers of nots, weavers of »eed mats, and engaged in other cccupations
(efy Pogter 19481 54=55)e A fow have had higher education and have become
doctors, engineers, and educalors.

1.2 Tho nane of the lapguage. The Tarascans call themsclves pPo’gepeda,

and thele language plo'yes The former name ic sometinmes written as purdpecha
but the language 45 gemoxally ocalied tavaseo in Spanish, This word comes
fron ta‘'gaskva “sopwinelaw”, which was applied by the Indiaens to the Spanish
conguernys who sarried native women, but through e niswnderstanding the
Spaniards used it to wefer to the Iadlans themselves.

Utazatecan or the Gtomangusan guages that are ite clesost nelghbours in
Mexlgo, %0 da%e, no conclusive evidence has been adduced %o demonstrate a
relstionship to eny other North American langusge.

After the Conquest, Tarnecan was used as the vehiecle of education in
schools founded Wy don Veseo de Guiroga and 4% was stulles W some of the
Spanish frievs uho cottled in that reglon, notably Yy Father Maturino Clle
m.mmmammwwm The ioitdal interest in
promoting the use of the langusge was followed by threo centuries of supe
pression in the publiec schosls until after the first Interwinmerican Indlan
Congress 4n Pdtmouaro in 1040, when Indian languages weve once agaln glvea
amwmwmmwsmmmmvmmm e
¥oxdco (I. Wares 1965:55-96)s The Counell of Indigenows langunges,
official body cosposed ehiefly of lingulsts, yproposed an orthography whieh
ves used 45 text-hooke published by the Hinlstry of Biueation for the teache
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ing of reading in the Tarascan Literaey Campalsn during the 19G0s.

lgeto. Although thexo ave numevous rezionnl variations in
WW(MMWWWWWW@AM‘W%
fourtecn), they arc nutually intelligible, Only minor changes in phonology
are choorved in going from one dialect {9 anmother. The velar nasel, whlch
is phonenic Sn the highland dialects, 1s subphonenic in the lake dlalectss
The high ecntral vowel that is characteristic of nueh of Tarasean spoech is
laohing in the eastern highlandsm, wheve 4% has mevged with the high frent
vowele Although all d&laleots hove at lenst five vewels, in certain phonoe
logical envivenments the low front and back vowels o and o (oae Secte 2.2)
of the eastern diplects corvespond to i end © im the same words in sone of the
highland dlalects.

likowice thewe ave dialestol vaviatiemn in the cibilantm, with the
vetrofiessd ¢ sllephone of /o/ appearing before &, &, and p %8 the highland
dislects, Wt only before k in othars, The acn~vetroflexed sibilant s is
frequent before ¢ in the highlands, but h appears more fregnently in cor-

iing worde An other dialects (FricSzich: uapuldished MS),

The nost dietinotive difference of all, according o i D lathrop, 1s
the presenoe of & retroflexed lateoral in the dialest of San Lovenso and of

lng to & retroflenesd flap in other dlalecta. He also

cites as chavactoristie of the dlslect of Pamatdeunxo the use of aspirated
atops in common words cuch as tePast4 “father” and *E% “*you (pl.)", whorwe
the stop 4s wepplsated in other dieleots (1971s porsonal commumication).

Malectal variationa ave obsexved also on the mowrpholozieal level, The
auffix of veciprocal action, for example, is ~hpera in the highlands, and
-pmin%l&kem Paxticularly noticealle are the nany verieties of
the past tense habituel aspect suffim -ah,ran, -shren, -sa,an, ~sbean,
ates The ouffix indieating future ection is ~a in the lahke dlalsets and




lohlands and the lake, Sor exenp =

netrustion of a tweje (a stecpwroofed woeden tdiding

the bighlands, whero anch stsuctures axe sommon (Beals, Gsvrasco, and ReGerkles
39h4), o nob ab She lake, where house constuctien io of adobes AL the
lake, on the othoy hend, words fur eanoes snd differemd kinmds of fishing

gear axo in ctamon use, but awe virtwally wnimowm in the highlands,

Touns on the periphexy of the Tarascen ovve tend 20 pedtadn vospbulary

fexanscs 4o 4o be found in Comnpje, an olmost monelinguel villoge sevexal
kilonetren coxt &f the town of Fibocunyo, wheve the Firnt and second pluwel
‘ ro: Ua ia “we” in

everyubere 9looy

IXe FRONIUG HATERIAL

2.1 Sylladble dypos. A chexweteristic festure of Tevasonn specch is thet in
inolation cvery word cbds in o vowel whieh, when uastressed, 1s geverally
voloolems; in ocomberd 4t is ofton olideds Although olosed myllables ogour
indtlally and medially, opem syllables ave of much more fveguent occurrenca.
Syllable petterns ave $vatyated by the following smanples, in wileh hyphens




Fhe Tavascan Lenguage (Uaves) Se
2.2 Fhopenss. The phonologienl deserdption of a lamguage 4o a gensralization
of the phonenbe aystems of all native epeakers of the language. Owdag o
ddalact dtfferenges within the langnage, and to the degres to which an indie
vidusl's spesch hzs heen affectes by o second lunpeage, theee phonemie systoms
arve not all ailko. Henee the lingulst must chodse fyom amony these the
systen that la most neardy represemtatlve of the langusge as a whnle.

Bith pegmxd to the prostmt analysie, il 1s zasumed that the shevewel
dlalects are chavacteristic of Terasean, as are thoae in which the velar
masa) is phonendes A further asswnption is thot the majowity of Tavrasocan
ooealiery ave Dilingusl ¢o stme extert and that loanwords must be takon into
congideretion in any phonenlie analysie of the langunges

There are six vowels in Taxasesn, thres high and thoee low (or, more
precicely, noushigh), evticulated at front, central, and ek positions:

Front Oanrbral baly
High L & n
Low e - Q@
In claged eyliables, e evf o tend 10 By open, but in generval the vowels show
1ivtle vange of allophonie vevlationm.
‘the consonant phoncres of larascan ave:
labial dental alveolar palotel weolar glotéal
asplrated 7 th obt & b
Stope | unssotentad

3 ¢ e & k
wa ) ¢ 8
Spivanty £ & & h
ligsals n ' g
Loteoral i
Filapes ¥ x

gwum
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There ave thrae sewlos of stops in Tawasean, twe of which show linided
Motribution. The voleeless unasplrabed stops occocur word Initlally and word
nedially; the aspimated siops cceur word irdtimlly only, where they contrast
with the unaspirated atops, Sege, ‘tomn “sepmvate, apacd’; 'thm "Caun®y
land "when?®, °*4Bani “yowng cown plamt®,

The voiosd stops occur only following nasale in native Tarvemcan uovds
(Gogey “temda "{his] wife", *mandi "Lmy/your] mother”, hig’guni "with“), e
in weads bovwowed Prom Sponish, such as 'bake “oow", dok'iord “doctor®, and
go'hderny "governmpent®, the fnitial volesd slop contsasts with the volealess
nnaspirated stop in the sane envirounent in unabive Yexescan words (Geges
pafiarami “to renatn”, tu'lura “ovl®, ‘keki “toed”), There ae mo phonenie
wilced affrlonted stope; where these sounds sceur they ave allophones of the
voleeless wmaspivated phonenes: | *inzandf] /'imeaui/ "to give [many I,
[in°Jeny] /in‘cans/ “to enter®s :

Of the four spivent phonsmos, the £irst cocurs only ia borvowed words
(@eges @wmg, "Pactory”)e The alveslar spivant /s/ hes o vetroflened
allophone [§] Deforc k, p, and &, and a voloed allophone {3) befewe a volced
consonant {4n boryowed wordas); elsewhere it is (sle This phoneme contmasts
with the palstal spizent in such word paizs as ‘cant “o 138tle” and *Banmi
g0 mch® |

As nemtioned carilor (Hccts le4), the velay nasel is phonenie only in
the highland dislectss in the lake aven 1t 4s an allaphouo of /nfs It
contrasts with /o/ Sn eylladie-initisl position (4% never ceours womd inie
tially) in such paiws of woxds @as a'napu “belonging ¢, velated $o” ond
a'gatape “treo” (this latter ward is a’hatepu in the alaleocts thet lack the
a/8 contrast)s

The lateral phoucme ccomrs only 3n borrowed words, Seges *laplel
“pencAl®s The dentel flap occurs in word initial position in borrowed words
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only (e.g., re'hista “newspaper, nagesine®), but word nedially it comtrasts
with the retroflewed flap: ‘wrl “perforner, actor, docxr" and ‘wupi “nose".

Taracoan has dwo semimvewele fy/ and fu/, uhlch have the gams afticuw
lation as the high front and beek vowels but are non«gyllabics In the

rephy pronosed hy the Couneil of Indigenous lengwages and

accepted by the Ministry of Eluestion, the lettors X and w have besn used for
thease mnwﬂ&'a&e somi-vowels ag well as for their syllabie counterparts,

2.3 Fhopotactics. The semlevowels 4o wot occur preceding homorgasic vowels
(1o Hyi) *Liu] and #{uo] are not fownd) nor precefing &, ut they do
occur before other vowels, as the following exanples 1llustrater 'yasé “now,
today™, ‘yetani “$o miz", ‘yoni “long time", ‘yunu “five"; wa'piti “woman,
wife”, ‘wemani “to begin®, "widu "deg".

Senuences of two vowels occur in cuch words as o*Seatd “hefshe will
see®, i'kiani “to Ye angry", ha’roatanl “to help”, °Eumni “to chase [move
than one ],

Hord initial comsonant clusters is Taraccan conslst of a stop or & spie-
vant as the firet member, followed Wy a stop 2s the seoonds Gefs, ¢ Spakwn
"yalley®, 'tlupn “mosguito”, 'Spirl “fire®, *Skari “fivewced”, 'stunde “eye=
trow®, Thesge .eltmtem, which are found in the lake dialsots, ecvidently re~
sulted fron the logas of an intervening vowel which still appears in some of
these words 4in the bighland dlalects, e.zo, O4'kari "firewcod”, &u'piri
"fire®,

Consonant slusters in word nedial position nay consist of stop plus
stop (a'tapka " that ] k;e had hit", ‘eckuni “t0 light a fire", yu'yickiri
"young woman®, ‘hotka "yes, of course"), opivent pius stop (‘*chpu “head™,
i'nabtn “he alse”, ‘kahoblwa “hat?, fyah&;a Torane”, ‘haliki “hond®, ‘aspiti
“$sasty, delicious™, "istu "algo”, 'eslm "eye”), and stop plus spirant
(o'roked “griddle”, o'Seckeksd “"we have ssen”). Sequences of nasal plus
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stop are commen (am'be “what?™, an'dl “why?®, in‘'da “enter®), and also
rasal plus stop plus apirant ( ‘kueghat “blucjey”)e.

2.4 Stress, Strese is phonemic in Taxasvan, as can ‘e seen on the lexical
level by sueh word palrs as ‘Revani "to fly" and ke'rani “to write™; ‘werand
“te go owt” and we'vomi "to ory". lrimavy styess falls on the fizet or secont
syllable of the woot (sce Sect. J»3) and renains on the sawe syllable irrespece
tive of the aunber of suffixes addeds Cortain enclities alze carry thelr cwm
stress, ag ="ta “empt o

Verbs in the present duwrative have two primary stresses, one en the
root and the ather en the finsl eyllable of the sufflx, e.Z.s wan'dada’ti
"he is speaki

ng"e Cortain other forms of the verb bave secomiary stress on
the inflectionsl ending as well as primery etress on the root, Gees
wan'dash, rantl “he used to speak™, wan'dagSapti “he was speaking”,
wan'daySenantl “he was about to opeak”, wan'da,3autl *he is sbout te epeak”,

2.5 Youel lenmth., Long wvouwels ocour in many Tavascan words, but on the lexi-
eal lavel they are ravely the enly differemtiating fenture hetveen wordse
Pwo mizinal palve that come to mind awe ‘hask “class, kind, type", and *hacah
“hroad bean”; ‘hiskeni "to hide" and "hi:ckeml "it §s I". Come freguently
occurring words that have long vowels are: a'ds:ti "man, hueband”, ha'@liti
“ny, mine", i'me:ri “his, hexr“s

0n the grammatical leovel, whenover a stem is followed Yy a suffix boe
ginning with the same vowel as that of the fimal (opsnt) syllakle of the stem,
the latter is lengthened, ©eges a'ta~ "strike® + -g "future” & -ti "Jrd pexson
indicative” > a'tazti "he will strike“, Only front and cent®sl voucls are
lengthened,

2.6 W bobween gpeech and welting. The phonenle orthography proe
posed bty the Council of Indigenous Longuages (ef« Sect 1.3) has Yeen modified
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to conforn more elosely with Bponiah orthography. The affricated stops,
formerly sysboliced by f and &, have for meny yeare been writion to and chj
§ and § have been vetained, however, as well as = (the retvoflexed flap) and
a (the high mid vewel)s Asplzated stops ave deplgnated dy an spostvophe
following the latter (p°, %, %%, eh', k'), and adpiration as & phoneme ia
uritten j, since 4% corvespands sonevhat €0 thé Spanish welar fricative.

Alghough steses is phencmie, it hos been found vnaecessary to indicate
it for native speakers of the language except on werds that differ winimally
enly by strees (eve Soote 24)s In rocent yoare vousl Leagih, whieh was
formerly diszegarded, has bosn writien as a dievesis over the long vowels
Generally spesiing, there 43 & close relationsbip betusen Tavescan speeoh and
the witing oyalen in use during the past thwee decades.

1il. SIRUCTURE OF UITERANCES

3.4 Obligatory g¢onetituonts. ixcept for uttewmaces that consist of simple
particles (kani "when?®, 'he “yes"), the obligatory sonsbtituent of o Thymocan
senteane iy the predieate, This nay conslst of o werb voot alone {the sine
gular impevetive), or & yoot or stor (see Sects 3.2 for the distimction
betwern “root” aud “sten") fellowed by verbal suffixes.

In an inporative eleuse, the only ohligutory olement 1s the werb neots
‘al “gol (8ge)® The plural Simperative is formed with the word *he (the pls
imporative of ha’panl "o We®) follewing the verb moot: ha'nov ‘he “come ind
(ple)”s The imperative expwssiaa can be expanded by adding a modifier (eeges
ui'yxia ‘koland "‘m (oge) quicklyl”™), or an object (2*Be hu'dls¢i *widund
"seo (mg.) my dogi™), or the negative particle ‘ashk {@.3., ‘asd 'phagﬂ. “don't
touchd (8g.)")e Further expansion of the naldfier or of ths object will be
digovssed in the next sectlon,
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A stative clause may consist simply of a root with vorbal suffixes
attached, .g.s ‘Sumuesti "it is fog” (< *Suns "fog®), a’pagisti "it (the
weather) is hot” (. a’papini “to be hot").
Similarly, en interregatlve sentence may conelst of au intervozative
particle alene (an’dl “uly?”, na’ni “whore?"), or with verbsl suffixes
pttached (noski “who is it?", an'beski “what is 187%).

gation of phreses within the ggntonge. The noun phrase pay con-
sist of a particle (demonstzative or posmsessive pronoun, or numeral) and a

noun, ®.8.; B ‘huate “2 mowntain®, in'de °widu "that dog®. This may be ex=

panded by a modifier, euZe, Me ‘hwate 'Eleri “s hage mountain®, in'de ‘wi¥u

tn’.’;&piﬁ. “that black dog®s, In the forwmer case, the modifier may precode

the particle ( *kPexi ma *hwata) to give added emphasis ¢ the modifier (“an
nense mountain®)e.

The medificr in the nova phrase, instead of being a single word, moy
congist of a clause introduced by the relative prencun 'ofgna, C.Gey in‘de
2’8aiti efga 1%3u ‘haple wi'clmdikwa "the nan who wme here yopterday“s

The vesh phease, as indlcated ahove, conmists eswentially of a root or
gten with verial suffixes attached. The dlstinetion betwoen rost and stom
is that the latier may oconsist of a root plus derivetisnel suffixes; the
root is an element devold of all suffixes. Por exawple, *ni "gol (sz.)"
is the root of the verb ni'rani “to go“; ni'ra=/nl’va~ 3 the stem of the
game verb, to whiek infleetionn) suffines are attached, e.g., i'ma ni'rasti
“he has gone™, pa‘wenl ni'weiakst “tomorrow we will go®.

Cortain forms of the verd are complex in that they consist of an infine
itive followed by a finite foxm of the verb ha'yeni “to be®, esg., i‘mask
ni'vand °hamamti “he (4is the one vho) was about to go®, a‘&mﬁe% ni'rand
ha'ka “the man who is going".
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Another farn of the varb phrace consists of a finkée verdb followed by
an infinitive; o, 4°ma tan’tisrictl ml’reni "he has considersd going®.
The 190a of “wanting ¢o do% sometihing, which might be expressed in this wep
(Qoes 3'ma ‘weksskndl ni’vant "he wants to go") is more commenly expressed
ty o deviderative derivetional suffix (-a¥a) in the wverb, as in i'na
nl 'nentincdadl “he wanbs €0 go®e

The verb phrase car be sxpanded by verious kinds of modificrs: (a) teme
poral: i'ma nl’watd pa'wmnt (er pa’wand ni'wati) “he will go tomerrew™; (b)
logative: hi'ma ni®wasti “"he has gone theve™; (c) mammer: ni'respli *hokani
“he went impediotely®s It mny also he evpunded hy having as object of the
verh a complote olavse: 4'moriag e"yagmti eska pa'wani ndpivigea 1%winmd
*heataru "he told me ¢hat Somorrew he would go to cut fireweod on the
novataln®e

Mmyraseions that are prepositiomsl phrases in Fnglish are sonetimes
rendered 4n Torsscan hy one word with case suffixes, as in latin, ©uSes
a'Sartizd "of the man; the man's”, 1°zetazi “in the village®s Often they
are postpositionsl phrases in Tarascan, with the postpositiors hin'bto "y
moans of, on, iu" or hig'szoni "with, accompanied Yy, or with participles
postipoged to the words wAth which they forn a unit, €v8., °saebado hin®bo
*on Saturdgy™, ‘lapisi him'ho “with a penedl®, "hindind hig'goni “with me",
nd'an *wexatind “from thewe", io’pekwa ha'muirutind "Gy she viver”, ha'ponda
wi'ripatant "avound the lake".

3.3 Horghology, Suffization is the predominant foatues of ‘larescen morpho=
logys prefixation is no ionger a prodactive feoture, Wit vesbiges of prefixes
wvay be founi in certain expremslions. The basic cleuemts of Tax

are pavticles, roots, oulfixes, and enclitles. The Lirst ¢f thege cates
gorics includes senjunctions (ke “"and”, "nohidwy “altheugh®, °perw “but®,
‘el “when, &£, 'esks "that"), interrogatives ('kani "when?*, °ne “who??,
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na'al “wvherd?™, ‘ua "howt®, ‘nali "uhiel?", an'be Twhat?”, natmuni “how seny?”),
negotives (‘ask “dan't™, ‘moc "mno, 20t“)«

Reots ave either nonosyllable or Dieyliabie, and in the laster case may
take the prinoxy stress of the woard en ons ayllable or the other (see Sect.
25)e They earmot te furthor elassificd as noun roots or verd roots, because
the come oot mmy, with difforent suffixes, forn oithew 2 noun or & verd, @eSes
a'fa~ “upright”, a'gatapy “trec”, a'dadegini "to stand up®,
neaning of the weol, and tho latter show the ayntactic roletionsiip bstueen
the word %o which 4% 46 affixed and ether words in the semtenge, A laxge
group of derivations) suffies are loeationsl, sevving o foous the attention
to the place to whieh the action of tho verd has veforence (some of these

e zofor %o pards of tho body as well as o locatioms in the envizen~
meat)s Por cmmple, the suffin -gagl wofers 0 the face or to any vertical
surface; with She yoob *mi- “know, yemeubsr® it gives ‘migayilunt "to vecog-
nize o foce™; with So'zee “put o flaxibie objuct somcwhewo™, it gives Se'rew
gapd tond “%o hang o sag on a wall® (coch of these words imclufes enothior
ouffix ia adfitien to the locative)s Similarly, -nu refews 20 the eigo of

sthing or to tho lipe p'4'lummt (- pP4’kue “take off, Femove") means “to
take off ab the efge®; pha'mmi (< ;ﬁha'm- “he gore, have 2 pais") neans
o have aure 18p6™.

Other dowivational suffixes rofer to public actlon («hpi), aotion for

the benefit of o thind powson (-kw), aclion perfommed W means of an inmteu~

ment (etaxe), selitary action (ekwagd), and o0 one These suffixes oceur in
definits positions in relation to coch othery thelr suder of cecurrencs has
boen determined (Yy Mewwell and Hisaboth lathwop, of tho Summer Institute
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s intinnted above, inflectionsl suffixes ere ussd €0 indionte the ease
of Taxescan pounse The nown iteelf, with no inflectional suffix, is in the
eubjostive, or nominaifve, casee The plural swifiz -ela, when it occurs,
acemally preccdes the come ending, which is ene of three suffixes: possessive
wopl, objective «ni, or locative -zu. In seme dialects the poctpusitions

and 1d§°gonl have loat thelr simess and thelr initial syllable, and

have besn anaiysed as instrunental end comitative cane suffixes, but evidence
from other dislects aad from historical documents (such as Sasalenque's Awte
language as a wholos

Tartal inflectional suffines infloct the verb for aspect, temse, and
aode (goe Table §, whieh lisls the cenbingtions of theso), as well as forming
the infimttive (~nl) and participles, preseunt durative (or concurxent) (erini),
prepent pexfect (-bind), and past («~kata)s The suffizes whieh Sdentify the
nodes ave thoge coeurring in the third persen fors of the verdb is £ingl posie
tion (or before the firet enclitic). They awe: =ti Infleativey «id, ~i, or
gexe Intcewogative; and -ka Subjunctive.

Past tonse i indiested Wy -p (which 45 ssaimilated to & preeeiing m
before ot or «ka), the future By «a. Fresent tense i uwnmackeds

The poxfeetive aspeot, which refere to the action of the verdb in ite
entivety, io indloated by -~s, as in 4'na *nitistl “he Enows®, Somo verbs 4n
the present perfevtive are commonly rendered in Ehglish as a sicple past, as
i‘ne a'pistd "he said”; bat 1'ma a’piepti "he eald” (paet posfective) refere
to the astion of seylng as having been already complete st some time in the
past, Ia sone respeots tho perfective aspest is analegous %o the prosent
pexfect and the plupsrfect tenves in inglish in that the zosulis of the action
peraisd ¢e gone specificd 4ime, either n the prosent ov the pnet,

mmmmmmmm(mm tense) end -sk,ren (pest
tense), with gonsiduraile &mm variation in the latter, as menticned




# e D n
Indiantive Intervogative Subjunctive
© perfacttve -eptt  wptd et pd o e
W Sabitunl eabyramtl  -anti eghoranbl ~ndd gl vamia  wanks

Q
» Dumative = Sapts ol ‘haptl e,Sapd  ~-ni ‘hapi ~,Saplm  endl *hapka
T Iuceptive w,Samamti «ni ‘horendli - Somamdl end hamembi -, Sanacks eal *hemanke

B, Zreoeut tepsd
¥ 0 D B
Indicative Interrogative Subjunctive
Stzong  Weak Steons  Weak Stvong  Weak
b Paxfootive ~-sti -1 wilis ~his ~ska k2
(\; Fabitunl ' ~htd wglnd  =hid woffigs  ehka
C parative efa'th ol ha'ti  oSa'Bl  ~ad he'kd  «fa'kn ~nl ha'ks
:Incem.am wfantd o0l *hantl e,dandd  end thamabll «,famke  end Shamkn
C» Fotenticl sction
# 0 DB
- Indfeative Intervogetive Subjunctive
¢, Futore onti “a waka
§ Conditional »pirings ~pling ~pirigss

Table 1, Infleotional suffixes of the Tursscan varb.

eaviier (Seete 144)s The durative aspeet suffix s -Ea, with primary stress

on the folloving syllable in the present tense, and secondury stress on the
pectunl suffiz in the past, Geges hu'gafa’ti “he is coming”, hu'ye,Sapti

"he was coning”e Tho propent inceptive suffix is ~-,fam, and the past fneoptive
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ks o Eanam, WWW?«M&W&MM&% the agtion of the
verd jiself {irmepportive of tonse) with regard o ite complotion, 1%6 rvee
petition, fts oonbimmation, and its Heglandnge

Both future snd conditional coel to pattern o aspeets of unvenlised on
potential action. The future auffix ie ~a, as nentioned sbove, and the cone
éitional «pirin,

Bagh of the theoe nedes heo two Domus whieh, oy want of » mozpe descwipe
tive tam, ove hews desiguated as “strang” end “wesh™. Tho verd may stand

senfunctions hin'iwka “becovse™ o 'esley "that" im the stwwng form
of the cubjunctive mede, The weak forms of the verd always follew o pro=
hemes &n the indicstive this is the defdnd

~tfd whleh, when affixed to the subjest, londs adlo
‘mdtitl “he is the ane whe krows". I the lntervogative the word o'mahki,
which Snplies doudt o wneerdalinty, i follewed by tho weak forn of the verb,
Geue O'mabll 1fom *mitibtd "he ceems to know". In the subjmotive, the weak
form follons the eondmotions *elm “wheny 44" ow “efon W whieh®, Segay
*ahm 3%no *niphs “whon he went™; 1'ze ‘efiss wm'dand ha'la “ho who i epsaldng®.

Zadile 1 ots the norphene scqueness thad way bo guffixed to say Tarapcan
vexh sbon o give the thivd porson singulay form of the verd in the aspect,
tonce, and rode indicdtod. The pooson for choosiag the Phnud
thixd ponson forn of the verd &g diegnostie of the nodes &s that for the firet
and second pexsoas the verd fopss of indicative and subjunctive ore identicaly .
Exeopt for this changs of fown in the indleutive, the inflogted fogm of the
verb (apoxt fron peononined ¢mclitics vhich ean optienally follow the b
any given tengo sud copect, This s 1ilustrated by tho pewndiges &
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Indleative Intervogative Sobjwetive
(2 [have] struck, (have I struck?, (bocauss I [have]
%Ca) @80 ) styuek, obtes)
S "‘ui a’taskalni) *hi a®tackl i bokend ' aftaske
gge 2 "tPumd a'tasin «tBupt o'eask Wintbokard *¢Pn 2°tasks
3 4.%mp, p®fasdd T AL Mnfhoka 4% a'taskn

1 bo'Zalsd sttacha  hu'Sulkeb o'taski him*bokakeh bu'Sa a'tasks
ple 2 ‘Eaheh a*tacha s Eahok e taski hin'bokehed *&n a'taska
3 oMa'makok a’tasts o B'nokek a'teskl  hin*bokakshk o'$°ua a’taslka

Table 2. Tresent tense payadigns of a’tani o steiks".

The fourth of the Weic elenends of Torazean syntax ave the enclities,
which have also beon called "povable muffixea” becavse they are mot oblicse
torily attached 40 oty ene class of uwosxs. Ferson and punber of verds are
indioated by onclitios (oo well ae ty povesunl promowns), but the onclitlcs
ave frequently attached o a word preceding the verb, whelher comjunciion ov
jronoi. For smample, -wi is the indicator of the 2nd peraon singuler sube
jeot; 4% may bo atfached %0 the verdh itself (af*waxi "1l you go?®), or to
a precedlng premcun {*tMuri nl'wala "you will go"), ex conjmotion ('ehari
nituala pavaniace "L you go tOROTTUWeeo”)e Other swhject anclitics ave:
ool et persen aps”, 88 st pewsin pl.” (in some dlalecte), <hod “Znd
parcon pl.", «lsk “1et/ird perein ple® (in dialecie tha® o not use ~31 for
iot persen pls)e

There is likewlss a serlies of object provoun endditics: -adnl ®ist sz.%,
-Hind "2nd e€5."s -~hofnl “ist pl.”, -kafnt “"2ad pl.%, Frawples of their nem
1'mavind wan'dastd “he spoke %0 me", "nohebni *Inolme "sesihwa ni'vani “won's
you glve up peoxnlasion to go?".
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Othex enclities have different functions, as ~taxu "ia addition”
(*mataru “another® < ‘ma “ono"; ‘notaru "no move®), ~itka “emphasis® (‘nicka
"2ald”), =htu “alse” (°*hihtuni ni'waka “I also will go"), &fa “quotation®
(4'maga ha'tiristi 70 *voBuginl “they say he is 70 years old").

Niorphophonenie changeo nay be observed in Yalle i, where in cextain
cames the nasal is aseimilated to the point of articulation of the following
consonant, vhich in tuwn becones voloed, «fee &'taw "strike” - -sin "habit~
val aspoet® « «f “present tense" - <ka “sudbjunctive mode® > no'tasifga “he
otrikes”.

3.4 Complex gentenses. Clauses can be Joined together by the ccnjunction ka
"2nd" to form a compound sentoneo, @eZos hl "poska Bli'sitani ke A'delani
*paraish o'Send dok*torint ka in'chnactiksk we'nedia, ke *sanderu 'sesi
ha'pastiked ‘pa "I dook Hlisita and Adela to see the docter and they were
given gssme nmedicine and ave better mow®, Another coordinate conjunction is
"pevu “Dut” (< Spamish pero): 1'sa pPin‘desbramti 'pant i'mecrl an'uakitd
"vurrund, ‘peru no ha'tapmsiwanti "ho wms accustomed to take his good donkay,
tut he didn*s nownt 14",

of more €reguent ocourrsncee are congstructions with subordinate élmsea
introduced W o variety of words such as ‘sfiga “"that, who® (0.3., 'HA hin'dosln
a9 eslmetlanti *ofgani no ‘sesi ‘hazamitas "I am a achoolboy who didn't beahave
hinself"), Mn'boks “bevause” (eegs, ka *tenmdte i'kiakw,Sapti Ma'boka ‘*Zant
‘yonfm,3apke “and his wife would get angry because he delayed so long®),
‘ooka “that® (ecgs, *hi *mitiske *ecke 'S hng'eweim 'bicxnisk hin'to "I Lnow
that you will cone Pridsy™), °cka “when” (e.g., *sani *yondakwarucspti *ecka
i'ra ni’rani *hanasite ta’reni "he delayed a little when he was about to go
to plow™).
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3.5 Syvomymous gxpresaions. Jdeas omn often be exprensed in nowe than one
vay in Tezascan, & glance over soms peraomsl letters written bty native Taw
rasoan Spenkers reveale differeuces in stuveture of grevtings, for example:
(1) *hsndken ‘elpife'le wan'dehpaghednl I an very happy te greet you"; (2)
‘haniine *oipbiim Wigtgoni wan'dahpeda’Ralkind "with much happiness I am
grooting you™, In the first case, the iden of pleaswre, ov happiness, is
expronoad by a vertal form of 'olple, the veol nenaing “happy', whereas in
the second It 15 by 2 nomdnal form in an adverbial phyases

Ia sarrative context, o common type of syncnyny is ¢o use an infinitive
in place of a Finite Porm of the verbe. This can be dene shen a finite form
has alveady been used and the smhjw%. of the infisitive is the some as thod
ef the finite ferm of the verh, ecgs, ka pa‘wundiualun "wintespil 4'retapu,
ka o'yadzuntand $'mesyd *tombard, ke a'pinlese “and the next day he returned
to the village and told [the news to] his wife, and salde..". Here o'yaggun=
tani "o notify, to $2ll” and a’rinl “to say" are both infinitives, wvsed
instead of the 2inite forms e’yegzuntaspti and a'gﬁsyﬂ, which could jJust as
well have boon weed hewre,

In gome cases, the passive form of the verh can be weod as gynonymous
with the zotive, as for example, ca'lapu a'tastd ‘hwanmmd “the stone struck
John" and ’mm a'tagastl oalmpu hin'do “John has been stwuch by the stono™s
Bhen the mgont in permonal (Qeges "PELL steuck John"), 4% is unlikely that
the passive Zoxn of the verb (lndicated ty the suffix -fa) would be used,

IV, (LASEIES OF WORDH AND GRAMMATICAL CATISORIES

bel Fprd glamsegs Houns ond verbn gro the two infleacted parts of speech in
Torasean. Although sany of both c¢lasses of words ave devived fron the same
rosts, they can bs distidgulshed in thet the noun pluvelizing suffiz and the
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endings for pensessive, objoctive, end locative cases may be affixed to nouss
only, ougeo S'vetepu “in the villmge™, ea'lapwolia “stomes®s |

Promouns nay bo considered a sulclase of nowns, eince ceriein soninsl
infleotional swbfines sve used with peveonal proncuns. Thio is illustrated
partioularly Tty the ¢hivd pereon pronouns, whieh tale nondual suffines -rl
ang -nd for possumsive and objective casea wespestively (see Table 3)s As
intinated carlicw (Seote Lo0), theve is o cortain esount of dialestal variaw
tion 4n pronsuns. These givea in Table 3 ave the porconal pronouns ecmnen
in Mitowary usages

ist poroon 2nd pereon 3ud peveon
Subds °hi wye gl woou i'ma “he®
Pones m*&s.m g™ 8038 "yow” i'mosxd  “his®
Obje ‘hadtal  “me”  ‘tMugoial "you"  S'sapt  “Ma®

SINGULAR

Subjs bhu'ds Tue™ ‘Zo Syou' ah&'m “they®
Poase Im'Spizd ow” ‘asrt  “yowr oM nesed “tholx®
0h3e  bu'Sencinl “us® ' Gagkatnd "you® Pedmoni  “then?

PLUORAL

Table 5 Porsopal pronoung.

As nestioned oaxlier (Beots 3.3), verb ctems csn be affined for aspest,
tongs, and medo. This is not disgnostic for verbs, howsvor, Decavse nouns
say also taks man vazhal mzﬁ'fimm Qe 0 wanlati "t 4o & vabbit®
(a'uanl "pabbil® - -5 “perfoctive aspect! « ~ti “indicstive node | %l pep-
son [*)s Favtiedplal suffixes can be atiached o the verb sten, however, te
form the dunative yarticiyle (G«g., ¢'Serinl "seelny® . ¢*Bse “sce® » erini
“durative/eoncurrent pawtislple™), the perfect partiaipls (sege, a’tatiod
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“having struek” ( 3"ta- "strike” - «tind “perfect partieiple™), o the past
partiolple (eve. "Uinta "having bocn mede® < ‘ue “zake” + ekata "rast pare
ticiple”). Theso suffizes are net atiashed to noun stens, aud may be cone
sidered an fdentitying wibs.

ationl eptacories. Other word clagees nay be dcseribed eecording
to their relationsiip with one another within the uticrance, The adjective
oceurs adjacent to the noun (generally following 4%} and, iike tho noun, may
beeone & verbal phrase by the additien of verbal suffizes, ewges &°gatapu
Su'geniti “greun trec”; Su'gopitistlt "It is green',
The adverb, likewise, ccours mext %0 the verd it modifies, either prew
osding er following the verb, c.ges "sesl "wemasti "I lurned ouk well”
(< 'sssi "woll®, ‘wexanl "t0 lesve, go out”), "ni ‘hokant “go quickiyi®.
Tae only propositions wused i.n Torascan are those borpdwed fxom Spanich,

chiefly per "uy" and paxa "for®s ‘the prepositien is follomed by the noun or

pronoun in the subjeoctive, rather than the objective, case, .ga; pava °hi
"for ne (litexelly ‘for I°)", Ingtead of propositions, fevesean uses poste
positicons, which cono at the end of the nodifying phyase. wo of the nasé
fwequontly used posipositions awe bim'be "Wy means of, iu, en" and hMiy'zeni
“with, acconpanylng'. ey obn'dard hin'bo ‘hondulumi bumrumi "with o xope
he tied the domkey”; wl'vaspti i'mersl *haxzuni PAY°goni "he wend with his
donkey” (ofs alse Geoke Judje

Another eomwicn postgosition is a’napy “reladed to, an to"y BeGes
Uruapan a'napu “bslonging te/coming from Uruapan's Wondngl and verbal sufe
fixen afbten vouuy with this word, giving 4t the apposrance of o soun or verb,
but these suffizes must be ropgewrded as affixed 40 the posipisitionsl phrase
as a whole, zathor than 0 tha final clemont only, @sges n2'ni a'uapweshi
"uhere are you freu?", Héxico a’mapweln “Hlexicans®,




The Tavasossn lenguags (Vares) 21.

Certaln perfect participles ave freguently used as postpusitions, such
ae he'mukatind “on the odge of* (< ba'gani “to bo®” + -mu “on the edgs®),
pa'phiuting “on the other slde” (< pa'zikuni “to cross to the other side"),
1aiviting “boside, asarby” (. *piriml “&o s closs"), ‘weratini “amy fron"
(< *werani "to lsave")s Thelr use is illustrated in the following ewanples:
ko' ponds ha'nukutdnd “on the edge of the lake", hi'me *piritinl “there neswe
Tore fear theve®, ta'anlmu ki'lometru $'retn ‘*weratint “"thvee bilometres from
the village”.

Conjanctions end interromative and negative particles howe alrendy boen
mentioned (Goots 3e3)s lunerals might also be included in the cabegony of
partdoles. Ihese awes 'ma “one", oi'mond “two®, fa’mimu “three”, *thamu
“Come", *yums “five, “lndms ‘six”, yunoi'meui "seven”, yunta'nirm “eight®,
yun'tama “mine”, and ‘tembini “ton®s Beyond ten, Spanich wunbsrs are ooue
wonly used, la “ome® is also usel as en indefiniie article,

Dencustratives dnclude in‘de “that one™, "4 “this one”, oMe'mi "thase®,
and ¢8'na “those¥s

Grapmetical constructions, The adjective is compared by preceding 1t
with ‘candern "mOve", ©egle, 'sandornu ya'wani "farther”, 'sanderu an*bekitistl
"i¢ is botter®. When tuo iiems are being compared, the one being compared
precodes the cemparative construction of the adjestive, which iz followed My
ka eske (2M%erelly “ard that™) snd the ften to which the fizet is being comw
pared, eoges n'de "wiln *senderu "kVerietd ke eskn pa Wi'vack "that dog fs
Pigger than a coyote™,

Numeval clespifiers -eba "long”, -era “round”, -i%u "flat® ave used
with nunerals to indleate the shape of the ebjecte referved to (Friedrich
1970)« These ave not aecessarily usod when the nurexel precedes the nown
to which 4t yefezn (@ofes *tPamm 1'3usimta "four towtillas®), Wt when the
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nunezal ocours alone, 88 An response 10 & question, the classifier is used,
followed by the nominalising euffix «kwa, Gege, ‘tPanilulnm “Sour (flat
objeats) ",

¥o LEXTCAL HATERLAL

‘The statenent has been made (Scote 3o3) that roobts ars elther nonogyle-
lable or bisyllabic. iexical itens are foxmed firom such vools by the additien
of the appropriate suffixcs. The most productive nominal suffix is this
natuve is <Kud; Cegos Barna “play® o wkug > AR "zane®s hen'See
“erenble, quake (vaefezring vo the grownd)" » «kwa > hen'dekus  "enrthoualo™s
Some eomuzon endings, which nay have been nominal suffixes et one tlne Wb ave
no longer used paoductively, axes =i, =pu, =tk, «nid, <bde

Vor verbs as lexleal 1teas, the only infindbive suffix is -ni; there is
only one verh conjusation in Tavasesfi.

lexical seguences include the plural of the interzogaiive particles ‘nre
“aho?” and am*he “what?". The plural of theso is a kind of zeduplication,

‘ne ka ‘me "wbo end who?” (literally) and am’be ka sn'be “wbab end what?®.
An'he iz alse used as a noun, with the meaning "affalir, matiew, thing®, oeges
*Mikedni ¢'yaggwaita ma an‘be I shall tell you (pls) something”. Ia this
sense, the wegulay plural suffix ic used, e.g., i'mesyd an'beida “his affairs,
his belonglngs".

The negatives of these words are likeuwlse fixed lexical seguences: no *ne
or no ne 'na “nobedy” and no ma aa've (or nom'be) “nothing”. Such sequences

axre not very conwon in the languvage.
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TERT AND ANALYSIS
(‘the following toxt is transeribed ap writton in the practicsl orthos
seaphy popularized hy the Tarascan Literacy Compalgn;: the phonemde
orthography s used in the analysis., The ¢ext is from a persomal
letter dated July 195ke)

sienprnd mlantadapka paveldnt kevmchind, lsa jiubo fnsakinl nendern
kavachisks ifu ch’erani ueratini Jinbokeui noteru Hovella Jucaska,
k'amakurietia calkuels neteru segiviatl jirbole dsimani macstrueche
uentasks ka noteru nokactilesa sogivind eotuwdiswini, lsa jlobo notera
ushaksa sexirinl estudiarini, ko mejora nintastilhes lamindu tatakicha.
A soni sentizini koxokaanjse Jjinbehand no neni ulsha ostuilarini, ks
porikani notern eogirvickia estudiarini.

‘siempyini: 8p. slenpre "always” « -nil "lst peveen sge subject” (ouclitic).
‘miantofapika "I was remenbering™s - ‘miand "to renesber” - -nte “repetidive”
w »fn “dupative aspect™ » »p "pust tense” - <ka “indicative pode, lst

poLaon™s
‘pazakind: Sp. para "foz" + ~kinl "2nrd person my. odjeet” {enmciitic)e
ka'radind “to welte 4o you': . ka'rani "to write" - =81 "ist/2nd peveon
wenefactive” - «al “infinitive”,
*ish hin'ho "for this reason”: "ist “thus®, hin'bo "y seans of % this is a
-gonpon lozieal seguence,
‘yagiking "now-you”: ‘yask “now, today" ~ <hini “2nd porecn sge object”s
*nonderu “agadn®: memi ™once® (ef. ma Yone") - ~teru “in addition™.
m’:&ﬂrslm " Kave written to you": see ahoves -s is “perfective aspact®s
1°8u “hero.
et rant ‘woratind “from Cherdn®: weratind $9 the pexfest partieiple (¢ ‘werani
"o leave™), used hore as a eoatposition (see Setds 4e2)q
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him*bokant “bocousesl™: bix'boke "bocause™ -« -ni Tisd pervaon sg. subjeet®
{of, above)e

‘noteru “ne longer™ no "nagative” » ~toxu "in addition’ (ef. above).

Kovelis ha'yasks I en in Herelia®: ha'yasks . ha'rami "o We"” + -3 “pepe
foctive sapect” « ks “indlcative mode, ist pewaon” {(of. above).

Pa’nakuglotla es'lwsla “school ie finished”s K'a'salunmi “to Finish® ~ <hugi
el exive” w w8 “perfective aspeot" (cf. above) « «ti (indicative mode,
3ré person) « i3 “already” (Spe ya); eshmeia is a 9pe borvowisg: escusla
“sehool”,

seeclriati "1t will comtinue™ . Jp. seguly “to continue®™ ~ -a "Puture® -
wtd “lndlcative mode, 3rd porsene

tackaksk "we ars able™: . ‘uni “ts do, to Bo able” ¢ »3 "perfoctive aspect™ =
ol Pindicative node, L8t perzen” « =ksh ®ist/Ird plural subject®s

se’givinl "o continue™ . Spe seguir "o conbinue® ~ snl “infinltive®,

esﬁzﬁ&amﬁi Pte stuldy®s - Sp. estudiar “to study™ - ~nd. “infialtive”,

‘ninteptiksl “thay have gone home™: . ni‘rani “to go® » ~uta "repetitive
agtion® « =g "perfoctive espeet” » ~tl "indieative n2de” - -kab “ist/3vd
person ple subjoct”s |

‘yamindn ta’4alila “all the boys”: ‘yarindy "all®, ta'tala "boy® - «ofa
"noun pl." (ta'takifs is a diclectal variation of ta'takeda).

*hi ‘sani sea’tirinl ko'pokasigge I feel s Mittle sexxy™ °*hi “I%, ‘sant
“a little”, sem’timini "to feol” (. Sp. sentdr “4e feel® - +ni “infipie
tive” ), ho'gokasbiime "I feel” {« ho'pokant “te fael” < »ain “habltual
aspech® » «ka “inddeative mode, 18t pevmon): this 1o an idicmatls exe
pression, tosed on #ha&mﬁ&hmofwﬁ&w“%hmmm".

bt boland “heesuge=i: see above. |

o ‘menf *uda’ka “I an not ale”s w0 "negative”, *nend “once®, "uni “to b
able” (ef. ahuwo) = «Ba "mvative acpect® « ~km “indloative nods, lot

porson™e
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ka ‘pevilant “and probably': ka “end", ‘periks "probably" o «ni "ist person
suhjeet”s

se'girisktya "1 will condinus”: Bpe. seguler “"to continue®” = «a "fuluwe” « «ia
“iadicative mode, ist pexson” « -ya “already”™ (Speje

FRES TRANSIATINN
1 was atill thiaking of weitiag ¢o you, 90 asvw ¥ an writing you egein
Fron Cherdn bocause I an no longer in foselias School has finished. It will
not aontinve bacause two temchers icfl and don’t mant to continue teaching
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