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PREFACE

The Nii people nuwber approximately 6,500 and live in the Wahgi
¥alley of the '.'Jestem'ﬂighlands District. The language area is
bound by Kudjip on the Fast and the Tuman River on the West.
The work on this paper was completed after 2¢ months in the villace
working under the aﬁsyices of the Summer Institute of ILinguisties,
Recognition goes to Anne Cochrane for comsultant help
in writing this paper.



First Person Singular = = = = = = = = e I
Second Person Sinoular = = = = = = w = = @ = = = = = 28
Third Person SiNmUlar = = = = = = = © = = = = = = = = 35
First Person Dul = = = = = = P U — I {

Second &nd Third Person Dual = = = = = = = = = - - 2[5

Birst - Person Plural = = = = = = = @ @ @ @ = = = = « ~ 1p]
Second and Third Person Plural = = = = = = « = = = == 2/3pl
Assertive MoG@ = = = = = = = = = = @ = = = - - = = = =483
COMPletive = = = = = = = = = = = @ = = = = = = = = = =Comp
CONtinUative = = = = = @ = = @ = = = = = = = = = = = =0ont
COntrarytoFa.ct—------------«-----CtoF‘
Future-'"-'-"f-:-----—----------—----Fut
Immediate FUbULE = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = ~IFut
-Imperative—---------------------Imp
Jussive Mode = = = = = = = @ = =@ = w @ = = = = = = = =JuS
Medial Different SubjeCt = = = @ = = « = = = = = = = ~}edS
FIe&ialSameSub;]ect--‘-f-u---------—---riless
Rear Completive = = = = = = - - os e - = = NComp



NII VERBS

I. Definition of Verbs
II. Classification of Verbs
III, Verb Stemand Allomorphic Variation
IV, Affixation
4,1, HNegative
4,2, Tense-subject-aspect

4,3, Mode
4.4, GCreeting



Lo

HII VERES

I, Definition of Verbs

- Verbs are words that are the minimal exponents of the pra&icaﬁé
slot and as such are the only abligatory items in a clause, A1l
ve:bs except those maried by Medial Different Subject, Hedial Same
Subject, and Contzary to Pact affixstvion may occuy &as exponents
of simple sentences, These three ccour as clause exponente in
sentences where they are dependent on the presence of ancther

clauage,

11, Clessification of Verbs
. Verbe ave clasgified according to the affization of the Lixst
person singular Completive and the singular ané plural Continuative

{ense—-gub jeci~asnects.

IZI. Verb Stems and Allomorphie Varziations

The basic verb stem is defined as the stem that occurs with
¢ serc affization which is the Imperative singular imn Clase I, II,
and III, and vhe first person sinsuisy of the Contiauative aspect of
Class IV verbs, These verd gtems stand elore as meaningful words,

The”%@llowimg sets out the moerphonemic rules for determining
Bii verdb allostens.
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5§ X VERB STENMS

The basic stem vowel 9 — ., u in the Hear Completive, Completive
and Fature aspects.

no-nd au-z
- eat™ls Cent . eat“ls NComp
*I am eating® 'I ate? (2 week aso)
ago-nd ‘ azu-ni
give 1s Cont givels Comp |
'T em giving? 9T gave® (Just completed)

The basie stem vowel g wvhere this constitutes the complete
stem, it is replaced by y when followed by stem initiel g in the
Iimmediate Future and Hedial Different Subject.

o + amb - > _yanb
come lsliPfut 1T ready to come' :

The basic stem finsl vowsl g is lost yreeedimg suffixz initial
@ in the Immediate Future and Medial Different Subjest aspects.

no+amb >~ nanb
eat-ls IFut | 'I'n ready to eat'
Xo+amb > tamb

hit=lg IPut 'I'%n ready to hit/beat?



The stom vowel g-—g in the Near Gompletive, Future, and
Completive aspects.

kan-nd kenj

gee-~le Cont see ls Comp

°I am seelny? *I saw?

alepim | ekepim

dig=3s Cont dig-=33 HComp 7
'He is digging? ‘He dug® (2 week ago)

Class I vorb steme with Negative suffizes

The ptem vowel g— i with 2irst ovder Negative suffizes,

pend-nd pind-pa-pd

put=1g Coat puit-neg=1ls Cont

°I am putting? °I am nct putting?
meng=nd ning-ng=-nd
carry=ls Cont caxrry-neg-=Oont.

' am earryings? o 'I am not carryingt

The stem vowel g —> 4 with Negative suffixes except whon
8 is word initial, them § —> g«



Ea~nd
see-l1s Cont

'Y am seeing’

tanseing
pick=ls Cont
'I am piclking?

gis=nd
dig=le Cont
I em digging®

kiepa~nd
see-neg=-1s Cont.

°I am mot_seeing°

tingeng=-ni
pitk-nog=-le Comp
'Y aidn*¢ pick®

Sk-ua~-nd
dig-neg-ls Cont
*I am not diggingz®

The Class I verb stem pu- "to go', has a sero allestem occurring

with first and third personr singulap subject and first dual and firé%

plural Future affixes.

fu-~nd
go=-ls Cont
°I em going®

@=bi
go=1d Put

‘We (2) will gof

fmba
go=lg Fub go=3s i
T will pgot 'He will gof
Jbin
go=1p1 Fut

"YWe will got

Class I Verb stem ger "io do, make, effect' ljoses stem fim 1
consonant < with negatives and Continunative, Diaéant Completive,
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Sompletive, Contrary to Fact and second person simgular of Future ..
aspects.

ggyggg _— end

do=ls Gont 81 am doing®

e -n.ji o - epiii

do=28 Fug *You will dof
o S glamb

do=ls CtoF ?I would d0ceo’

CLASS II VERB STEMS

The stem vowel ¢ -4 in the Hear Completive, FPuture, Completive,

Immediate Puture, Contrary te Faet and Hedial Different Subject
aspeetse

pol=t pul=t

wite=lg Cont vwrite-ls Comp

'I am writing?® 'T weotet{a week agp )
tol-t tul=s

tear down-lg Conte. tear down=13 Comp

°*I am tearing down? T tore down!
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The stem vowel g~—x ¢ in the Puture and Completive aspecis.

Bl kelog

cookéle Cont cook«ls Comp
°I am cooking!? I cooked®
i2det Sed-mbil
plani-le Cont MNlant-1s Fut
'I am planting! I will plant?

The stem vowel a—-1 in the Contrary to Fact, Immediate Future,
Medial Differsnt Subjeoct, and lMedial Same Subjeet aspects.

kal=t i 3vui o)

cook=ls Cont cookels Ctol

*I am eooking® . *I would have cocked?
ial-3 Zid-aumb

plant=le Cont plant<lg IFut

I am planting? *I am ready to plant’

The consorant stem final 2—>d vhen preceded by denizls

and velar stops in the Completive, Future, Heoar Completive, Hedial
Same Subject and the Hegatives. '

noZ=g pul=g
wvrigo-2s Imp vrite-1is Comp

*Tou writel? °I wrote?
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tal-y tel-k
plant=2a Imp dlart-3 P1 XComp
‘You planti’ ‘They planted®(before)

The consonant stem £inal 2 — 1% in the siagular Hear
Completive, and Completivae.

kod~p kal-tun

coock-2g Imp cook~3s HComp

¥You cooki? *He cooked®

Suz- Bul-tun

weave mat-2z Imp veave nat-2s Omt
"You weave mati® *You are weaving mat?

GLASS III VERB STENMS

The stem vowel @ — i in the Hear Completive, Puture,
Completive, Contrary o Faot, and Imperative Negetive.

9Lope-¥ 9EopisE

sleep=2s Imp glecp=lg NComp
You sleepi® °I slept®(vefore)
oE.pe=d 9E.pi-gbil
sleep=-ls Cont sleep=is Fut

'I am sleeping? *I will aleep?



CLASS IV VERB STEMS

The stem wowel 9 —>y in the Hear Completive, Puture,
Completive, Immedlate Future, Conbtrary %o Fact, and Impezrative,

B~y | Zud-up

be/stay-ls Cont be/stay=ls HCouy
°I am stayiag® 'I stayed’(before)
modeup mu3-mhbil
be/stay-le HeSs be/stay-ls Put

°I steying® ' will agtay®

The stem comgonant & — 1 when preceded by dentals
end velar stops in the Near Completive, Fubure, Completive,
and Negatives.

Eudmpud -l
be/stey<2d HComp be/stey-3d NComp
"o two stayed? *They two stayed’
mudum mul-njung
be/stay-5s Comp be/ctey~3F1 Comp
‘He atayed? "They siayed!?

The stem congonant velar lateral 2-——1 alvsolar lateral
in the sinpuiar Near Completive when the allosuffixes -:



3, bun, Ium oecuw,

mudete milet

be/stay-ls HCamg& bve/stay-ls HNComp

' steyed® (before) ' stayed® (vefee)
Eud-run puletum

be/stay-3s NComp be/stay~3s NComp
'He stayed? (before) "He stayed' (befam)

4, Vexb Affizmtion

Thexe avre four oxders of affixes om the verb stems: nega tive,
tense-sub ject-aspect, mode and greeting.

4,1, The Negetive:

The first ozder negative affix <§ne§> is morphologically
determined acecording to ﬁhe'mense~8ubjee%qAapaet affix vhich
marks the verb and is phonologiecally determined acecording to
the ayllable a%rueﬁuré of the stem and with certain tense~x

subject-agpect puffizes according 4o the initial consonant of
the suffix.



13T ORDER NEGATIVE SUFTIXES

10.

IF0T

QonT | D.COMP| CUMP | CoPOF, H,COMP| FUT | HMeDS T Inp
el%ss =fif, | D2 =ng | =he «NETY | =N | —ner | ~ney =mI | -nar
G;gz%s wa| =a we| me = Qr | = o = or| - or |- ar | ~ av
C1288 wna| -ne ~ne | =ne =ner | ner| =ner| -ner |-par| -nar
01@_73_%9 —-al| =2 -g| =@ wer | = er| = er| = eri= 2| « ap

HMORPHOLOGIOALLY DETERMINED ALIOMORPHS

The Class I and III suffixes are morphologically determined

allemorphs.

The negative sufLix -pene freely altermates with =@ in
the Contrary tc Fact condition aspect of Class I end III

. verb stems.

gp-ne-iang

gat-neg-38 Co F
'He would eat?

fu-pene=iansg
eat-neg=38 CtoF
YHe would eat?

PHONULOGICALLY DETERMWD ALLOHORPHS

The Glasa Il and IV suffixzes are allomorphs appearing W thout
in..tial w-nl followint, a ster final coasonant,

Rul-er—amb
write-neg=ls IFut
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2ul-gmD

be/stay-neg~ ls Nlom:
'Y ¢idn't stay® (before)

40,20 Tenze-3ubject-is; ect

The tense-subjeci=as.eect is the second orxder affix, This
includes the person and anumbar of the subjeet as well as tense or
aspsct concepts. These are groused togother as one suffix for the
reecsor ¢hat they seem 4o be insenerazble, This suffix is
optionally effixed to the verdb sten,

ng-ng~nd
eat~neg~1g Cont

*1I am not eating!

A subeclogs of Clazs I verbs have e altveraating I ure
Pirst Porson Singular Tense=Subject-Aspect suflix,

npuenbud nuembi
cat~1ls Fut eat=ly Put
*T will eat? I will eat?
tukembui tuk-nbi
chope=la Put chop=1ig Fut

I will chop? T will chon?
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TENSE~SUBJECT-ASPECT AFFIXATION

SINGULAR DPAL PLURAL
.:!l.- - . : ’ \ .
i lst 2nd 3rd 1st 2nd & 3rd !l 1st . 2nd & 3rd
I g I -3 | R
JIL =G IIT -t wi
COMP, -nj -n ~1 ~njpVE ~njVngl: | =njpVn -nj¥ng
m |
- NOOMP . =] «-2¥n -r¥m =pVd -k Vi =pTn -l
m DCOMP. | =% ~3Vn =2Vm Ma.wd.sdqw. «2TmbVd: | =2TmVn =2VmVn n
t . ,
., I -nd I -n I -nVm |I-nfmbV: {J -nVmbVe: | I -nVmVa |I -nVmWn
CORT IT,IV = {IT,IV-n |II,IV=Vm [IX,IXTIIV{II, ITI IV |II,IV-VmVYII, IV~-YmVn
N O I 1 > ITT etV FITT edVm . L VmhWd . b =UnhV T LT et MV L Lo Wm0
: : N 1
IFoT. b =an ~angdi | -ambi ~angid =2min ~gn gin
* " " - ek : e . N Jr
I -mbui
*UT. II,III, IV -nji ~mha -mbVd ~ngVi -n¥n ~ngi m
=mbl L v - WN
MeSS =D -k¥n -pV «pV¥2 «kVE: -n¥n -k m
e B |
_) ~veangin |




The following ordered rules apply to the Tense-Subject-Aspect
suffizes or the suffix chaxrt,

RULE 1

When a velar lateral 2 finael stem ia followed by the sufiix
-nj, the suffiz becomes =g aud no vowel is added between stem
and sulfix,

gt - -~ mule
stem=lg Comp

I stayed’

oud-nd > buls

stem=ls Comp

¢I wrote!

RULE 2

Vhen & velar lateral final stem is followed by the variant
suffix -% there is no addition of vowel between stem and
suLLix, "

pod-t = pol=t
sten=-ls Cont,

'I am weiting?

. ka&-ﬁ I~ kalet

sten=la Cont,

‘1 am cooking®
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RULE 3

Then the conconant f£inal stem is followed by & consonant
or censonant cluster suflix (cther then those in Rules 1 and

2) & vowsl is prefized tc the af?iz esccording to the following
phonological rules.

a, Poilowing fromtiand centzal stem vowels prefix ol

o the aPeix,

mon + pd -
caryy-ls Cont

. 97 am caxxying®

ang+ 2 ~  guels
stand=1a Neld .
'T shendingsesst

. Pollowing back gten vouels, prefix =u= to the affix

Juk+ pd -  Basund
chop=ls Oont |
' am chouping?

Zo+3 = modwp,
stay-ls eSS

I 3?&31389000’



RULE 4

“hen the stem iz followed by & cousconant initiel affixz,
the affixz vovela are determined ascording to the Zollowing
phonological Tules.

a, Following the front and gentral stem vowels, suffix
high vowel —>=i.

mopez - oV ————> menspin
caryy-1nl HelB
Ve garPyingeces ¥

orepe —&Tamin —— > 0F.82idmin
sleep=1pl Dlomp

e alweys slopt®(befoxe)
Y. Following baok stem vowels suffix high vowels =u.

fulk —BEV% —— t‘lﬂﬂlﬂm
chep=3pl Comp
%We chopped®

mod — oVn >~ mohpun
stay=lpl MeSS
e stayingaoaee ¢
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AULE 5 |
When the Zirsat vowel 0f a auffiz is a2 centzel vowel the

final vowel beeémas =de

$Topg-fampin  ———  gR.pidansin
sleep=Jpl CtoF
‘fhiey would be sleepingecs’

Dod--gnin 5
widte«lpl Meds
"YWo being ready o writeeoe?

gowlpl IPut-Hort

‘Yo can go?

403, HODE
Mode is the third order of suffim.

40301y Jussive
Jussive is similar to the Imperative but less emphatic
and ig yvather & polite form of Imperative. The suffiy =i
co=oceurs with the mewo Impewative, If the Imperative
affix is =i , the Jussive mode will be zero.
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mulegpfiel mileri
@'&ay»neghasmwus

'You must not citayl’

gepgpef=i < ——— 28T
comc=nes-2sInj=Jus

"You must nct comel’

3

Pudrefod, —_—
siay-2s Imp=~Jus
°‘Ioﬁ uuat stay’

405020 Hortetive
The Hoxrtative ilode expresces & wigh T be cbeyed.
The Hortative sufiix -wya follows the Tense-=Subject-Aspect suffix
amd is subdivided into two modes: Request and Confirmatory.

8o Hoxrtative Request
The Hortative Request mode requents an astion i be

undervakezn or be confizmed cceuring omly with the Immediate
Future agpect.

pomgub=ii® < ——»  pambug
eat-1sXPut-Hort

‘May I eat/Let me eat®
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20-gpigeia = ——— peminve
go=1pl IFut-Hore
Yiiay we goflet us gof

be Hortative Confirmeiory - The Hortative Confizumatory mode
exprasses a polite reply tc the request made and coccurs with
the Imperative aspect,

sat= 2gImp=Hort
*Alright you eati’

Brgi-yus IR 2edve
go==501 Imp-Hoxrt
*alright, you all gel?

403030 Assecrtive Hode
This assde oxpyresses a fact and thait there is e
considerable awount of emotion iawwlved by the speaker, This
mode ~ida suffix is used in eonversation, usuzlly an ansrer ¢o
& quesbion. ‘

ag-na-ni-iie sonandida

eat-nog=l1s Cont-As

“0f course, I am notv eatimg?
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pii-nd-ide ~ piindida
know=1ls Conte-As '

'0f course I Mmowl?

4oks Coesting

Phe Lourth ovder suffix expresses gréstiag when a person
traveling meets Some oue of whem & person is coming fowards youo
It cupwesses & polite Creeting and is used in the second persen
singular aad dual, and the seecnd and third person plural of-the .
Imperative aspect.

g=Peimye giye
come=2¢ Imp-Jus-Greet .

0n, you ere coming/Good day!®

gud=fegi=-yo - muzeivo
gtay=3nl Imp=Jus-CGreet
'Ghl Youw'all awe mieying/ Geodbye®

OTop~P=i=yo ' oz.piyo
gsleep~28 Imp~Jus=Greet
'0h, You sleep/Goodnight!



