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Waffa Syntax--Verbs and Verb Phrases. | 3.
0. Introduction

The purpose of this paper'is to describe the verbs and
verb phrases of the Waffa language.of New Guinea. |

Action relationships occurrlﬁv oetween one clause and
another in the Waffa language are shown by the suffixation on
the verb manifesting the fredicate slot. ‘Mahy of these action
relationships are shown by verb phrases. In the following

verb gbrase‘f | o
paper seventeeh;have been descrloed with a number of sub~typess: -

The Waffa language is a member of the Ié?,aste:t'zrl‘'J:.‘*‘ami’ly.’l
It is spbken‘by approximately 900 peonle living in five villages
iocated at the headwaters of the Waifa river. 'he area is in
the horobe Dlstrlct soutn of the Markham Rlver in the Kaiapit
bub—DlutrlCt of New Gulnea. |
1. Verb Morphology
1.1. Stem Formation

Verbs are divided into three clesses on the basis of the
stem formation. Xach stem has three forms primary, secondary

and tertiary. <“‘hese stem variations differ within each stem
shown tn Chart A,
foddows:

class as v
CHART A R

T CIASS I CLASS 1T CLASS III
(A1l stems end with (All stems end with (All stems end with
/aa/ in the primary /ia/ Qr /ua/ in the /kia/ or /kua/ in
form.) ‘ primary form.)  the primary form.)
e
PRIMARY nnaa2 ‘eat! varia 'sit' ‘ buaakia ‘'search'’

hitua ‘'unhook' mmadakua 'carry

on back!



** Vaffa Syntex--Verbs and Verb Fhrases. | | b.
SDOONDARY nnee 'eat'  veri 'sit' buai 'seurch’
hiﬁi 'unhook! -mmadai 'carry on
| “ bck!
TERTIARY nnaa 'eat' vari 'sit! ~ buaama 'search'
(free form) gggg ‘unhook' mmadau 'carry on
| back!'
ependent

Secondary stems occurrlnb w:zh the TFar Past ren verbe,cOw;vuc

‘have backed vowels.

€. nnoo 'est' varu '81b' ~ buau ‘'search’
hitu ‘unnook’ . mmadau 'carry on
back!

Bach of the,e stems occurs in fixed patternc with various

sufflxaulon in the lndependent hnd Dependonb verbse.

€efe
ocCuLr”
Prlmary stems aze—smomm wil he second person Impermulve
Independent suffix -nee,
nnaa-nee. eat-2nd Pers Imp ‘'You sit.'

varia-nee. sit-2nd Pers Imp 'You eut.'

hituéfnee. -unhook=-2nd Pers:Imp 'Youyunhook (it).!

‘buaakis-nee. search-2nd Fers Imp 'You seurch.'

mmadakua-nee. carry on back-2nd Fers Imp 'You carry (it)
’ , - ‘ on your back.'
’ oco
Seconaary stens aﬁs=shewn with Lne Far rast tense-person-
number suffix -ra. There is no dlSClnCUlOH for person or number.

nnee-ra-vai. eat-Far Past lense  Pers Number-5tative

'He atve.!

veri-ra-vai. sit-Far Past Tense Pers Numper-Stat 'He sat.'
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hiti-ra-vai. unhook~FBﬁ ense lers Number-Stat

'He unhdoked (it).!

buai-ra-vai. search-Far Fast Tense rers Lumber-Stat
'He searched.’'

mmadai-ra-vai. carry on back-Far Past TGHSG Pers Number~

e ‘  Stab  ‘'He carried (it) oun his back.

iya xggg-uuu;.. they 81t—Seq (Far Past) DSees 'Thé& sat...
“Tﬁé}terblufy”,tems are free forms which occur without

affixation in verb phrases.

{1=0 est do-Sequence action %rd Pzus Sing

Loga =
'Having egten...'

gggi ki-oco0... sit do-Beq 3rd lers Dlag“ﬂaving satees!

hitu ki-o00... unhook do-3eg >rd Fers Ging 'Having unhooked
(it)...!

buaama ki-00... 2arch do-Seq 3rd Pers Sing 'Having

| searched...' | |

mnadal ki-00... carry 6h back do«Seq 3rd rers Sing

'Having carried (it) on his mcke ..

CHART B - o .
o ‘ shows the occurrence of the primary

and secondary stems in Indepéndent and Dependent verb

constructions..
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CHART B
LNDEPENDENT
CLASS I CLASS LI CLASS IIT
Declarative
Far Past | Secondary Secondary Secondary
Past Primary 'Priméry Primary
|3rd pers sing: pPrd pers sing:
Becondary secondary
- Puture Primary sing:.Seéondary sing: Secondary
plural: Primary| plural: rrimary
lmperative Primary Primary Primary
Duﬁitative Primary Primary Primary
- DEPENDENT
Sequential
Same BSubject| d=szit=bie sing:.??ém&%y Becondary
stems |1 syllable
sing: Yrimary stems =re
pluralzléxﬁﬁﬁmhggﬁgggj £ S
Secondery plu arale ” ’
2 & % syll stems Secondary
sias:  Peomery
piarts Primary
(reduced)
Different
Subgject

Far Past

1st pers sing &
plural:Primary

2&3 pers sings

1st pers sing &
plural: Primary

2&3% pers sing&

1st pers sing &
plural: Primery’

2&3% pers sing&
P &£
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s

plufal: . - jplural: plural:
Secdndary Secondary» %econddry
- | Bvel PovsSoy . B Rmsl"ﬁ
Past Primory Prinary Secoudaw| Prinary §ea> ary
Future Secoﬁdary “Secondaryk Secondary
‘Perféct
Future Primary | ‘Primary , Primary
Nominalised
Verb Secondary. :jSecondary_ Secondary

A1l other occurrences of verb stems with verb constructions

not particularly shown above are—verb—sien ?1#~ fensa-—norson—
nmmhﬁﬁragizthey follow the same pautera as oubllﬂed for the
Declarative . Independent¢§;g€:‘ﬁar Past and Fuuure tenses and
the Sequential Depenuent dlf;@f“ﬁt buoaecuiiggz‘\Far Past and
Future tensess aCCowhvg to the.%emse—r€v90ﬂ-muxnbcr'su@?rwz-‘0“
1.2 MOrphopnonemlcs

Only morphopaonemxc chan;es pertinent to the verb
morphological structure will be noted he;e.

Low vowels plus /i/ and /u/ become /ai/ and /au/ res?ectively.

i.e. 2388 + 1 ail

i

aj;aa + U = au

e.8. varia + ivee = variaivee sit-3rd Pers 3ing Imnp
'He must sit.'

nnaa + i + noo = nnainoo eut-3rd Pers Sing rast-

Pres Indicative 'He is eating.'

S . P IR P
e L [ VRN PR
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varia + u + noo = variaunoo sit-lst Pers Sing Past-
Pres Ind 'I am sitting.'

nnaa + U + Nnoo = nnaunoo eat-lst Pers Sing Past-

Pres Ind 'I am eating.'

NN
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e.g. buai + i + noo = buainoco search-3rd Pers Bing Past-

Pres Ind 'He is searching.'

kua + u + i + vo = kuauvo... go-1lst Pers Sing Past-

i 'to do'-Perfect 'He had gone...'

/a%/au/amlﬁigh and mid 1e1_1gt"nened vowels plus' /i/ causes elision of

) ) 1T = al.
the /i/., av + 1 =2
au + 1 =au
i.ee dii + 1 = ii
uu + 1 = uu

ce + 1 = ee
00 + 1 = 00

e.g.  ii + i + noo = iinoo - do-3rd Pers Sing Past-Pres Ind

'He is doing.'

haitatuu + i + noo = haitatuunoo look carefully-

3rd Pers Sing Past-Pres Ind 'He is looking carefuily.'
piee + i + noo = pieenoco weave-3rd Pers Sing rast-
Pres Ind 'She is weaving.'

kaukoo + i + noo = kaukoonoo carry child on back-

3rd Pers Sing Past-Pres Ind 'She is éarrying
a child on her back.' A
The high vowel /u/ plus /i/ becomes /uu/. One instance

of the high vowel /i/ plus /i/ occurs with the Class II verb
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stems and the 3rd person singular Past tense Independent verb

suffixes, CHowever; with one syllable stems and the suffix -vai,

i+4s= ;iﬂ)“infthis.instance /i/ plus /i/ becomes /i/éQVAlso

in noun suffixabtion /i/ plus /i/ becomes/ii/.

CeZe

u -+ 1= un

=
XN
i

i (with verb stemq;éxceFt as abOVe)

i +4i =41ii (with noun stems)

varu + @ + 1 + vo... = varuuvo sit(Far Past)-3rd

Pers Sing Far Past-i 'to do'-Perfect 'He had sat...

vari + i + noo = varinoo sit-3rd Pers Sing Past-

Pres Ind ‘'He is sitting.'

nni +.1 + vai = nniivai come-3rd Pers Sing Post-Stat

'He bame.‘

vaidi + ivO... = vaidiivo man~Subject 'The man...'

Low vowels occurring preceding mid lengthened vowels drop

out and the mid lengthened vowels také'precedence.

1.,

ajaa + 00

ajaa + ee = ee

il

00

varia +e€... = variee sit-feq 1st&2nd Pers Sing
'I am sitting and...!

nnaa + e€... = nnee eat-Seq lst&2nd Pers‘Sing
'T am eating and...!

varia + Q0.+ = varioo sit-Seq 3rd Pers Sing
'He is sitting and...' |

nnaa + 00... = NNoo eat=Seq 3rd Pers Sing

'He is eating and...'.

Suffixes which are CVV delete the final vowel in reduplication
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L : . acbued
(this signals continuous action of the swecoedimy clause).

5

i.e. kai + kai = kakai

duu + duu duduu

i

e.g. varia + u + kali + kai... = variaukakai sit-1lst Pers

Sing Past-Seq diff subj-Continuous '‘'He sat and

sat and...!

varu + duu + duu = varududuu sit-Seq ds Cont (Far

Past) 'He sat and sat and...'
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1.%. TIndependent Verbs.  ,,. ;"\ L

2 Ihge endent Verb Suﬁ?lxo-ﬁlom shownin Chort C.
CHARTC STEM 1ENSE,PERS,HO.  ASPECT MOOD
Present or | |

Near Past

;Declaratiﬁe SR - (-noo Ind.
Interrogative R { -nnee Ig.
« Sympathetic s o+ <?E>;Past + o o ennara:Sym
Avolitional | <Fnara,Fut_+‘ ",‘  -innoo Avol.

Past,Far Past,

< *}£7 Pest [ -vai Stab. 7

Future -ra Far Past +{(- vai Perf. +
Declarative Ko R '
Semete i -nana Frust. )
Ve + BRSNS gl -vee Ind
- B ‘ o . | vee
Interrogative e L /-vai  Stat. omee Tn.
(Stative ; , - . : nnee 1lge.
s ‘ <?Va§> Perf. +
Perfect <1—1-@3§> Fut =+ ~ -
' ~nana frust.
Trustrative | ~
Benefactive <ﬁg> Past +}<3vai Perf + -no Ben +
Dubitative) \‘ ' . -ivaa Dub +
Imperative Vs + | o e <%ne§>1mp,

The Past tense-person-number suffixes represented‘by<&2>

are as follows:-

ﬁg ' 1st Pers Sing
-nna “‘2nd Pers Sing
-i . %rd Pers Bing
-unna 1st Pers P1
-a : 2nd & 3rd PersiPl
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When these suffixes occur with the Indicative suffix -noo
they form Ffresent or Near Past tense. When occurring withuthe
Interrogative the construction is also Present or Near rast.
e.g. - na kua-u-noo I go-lst Pers Sing Past-Ind 'I am going

na kua-u-nnee I go-lst Pers Sing last-Ig 'May T go?!

When an interrogative word or Qé occurs in the clause the
interrbgative suffix is not obligatory in the 2nd person singular.
The Sympathetic mood Suffix”—nnaraﬁocéurs with- the Past

ﬁense-person—number.suffixes.  It is used'ih a Situation where

the person is reminiscing over an event.

e.g. boo iva aa-~vau vari-oo yeenna-ivaa nna-i-nnara. boo

vaa Eiﬁggkkia—i-nnara. sorry he this~on sit=Seq :
3rd Pers 3Zing S5 food~0b3 eat—prd FPers Sing Past-
Sym. sorry Past go~Seq srd Pers 5ing SS do-3rd
Pers Sing Past-3ym. V'Sorry, he sab heré and
ate,food. &orry, he has gone.' | :

and. this comé)maﬁlom $‘

It also occurs WLth the 1mperat1ve negat1Ve sivins e

uscd £o express
-—agf exaggerabion.

sa aaysanna utua-g-aﬂara. Imp neg. call out hold-3rd

pers Pl Past-Sym. ‘'fThey called out very loudly.'

il

The Future tense=person-numbzr suifi
P

<Enarg> ares:-

-nara 1lst, 2nd & 3rd Pers Sing

ixes rcpreuenhed by

-arg . 1lst, 20d & 3rd Pers P1l
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In the singulsr form -nesra the -ra is onhlonal when
followed by the =vai Stative, <&va€> Perfect or -vee Indicative

suffixes

e.g. fai na kus-nsra-vee. Fut I go-lst Pers Siung Fut-Ind

‘T will gzo.!

fai na kus-ga-vee. Fut I go-lst Pers Sing»Fut-ind
'I will go.' |
The avolitional mood sufflx —~innoo occurs with the I'uture
tense-person-number sulfixes.

e.g. haruri-nera-innoo. fall down-Sing Fut-Avol. 'I%

is not good that you fall down.' or 'Be careful
lést you fall down.' ’

The stative aspect suffix -vail occurs with the Past tense -
person-number suifixes to form the Fast tense. }Occurring with
the Future tense—persoh-number suffixes it forms a subjunctivé.
i.e. It might happen in the future.

é.g. na kua-u-vgi. I go-lst Pers Sing-Stat 'I went.'

na kua-nara~vai. I go-Sing Fut-5tat 'I might g0."

The -vai 'Stative' suifix following the Far Past ten"a-
person-number suffix -ra is obligatory.
The -vee Indicative sulfix adds emphasis to the action.

e.g. Vaa vi-ra-vai-vee. Past go-Far Past-Stat- Ind.

'He (auy persony) deilnluely went. '
The Perfnot Aspect suffixes represented by <:le> ares-
—vai ~va 1lst & 3rd rers Sing
-kua’ 2nd Pers Sing

~ya / ~da 1st, 2nd & 3rd fers Pl
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The singular -va and the plural -da suffixes are used of

a specific person or groupe: usnben

e.g. a dee-pi kua-nna-kuas-nnee. you what-place go-2nd Pers

5ing Past-Ig 'Where have you been?!

vaa oéta Kua-a-da-vee Past a long time go-3rd Pers Pl
Pagt-Ind 'They (a special group previously
mentioned) have been gone a long ﬁime.’

The I'rustrsative aspect occurs with the rast, Par Past and

] . . : g S . s (,'Lgea{ -(;Q’exFregf
Future vense-person~-number suffixes. [his sulfix pertrors—the

mesmins—of frustration or exasperation.

€.g. Vaa ns mmia-u-nana-vee. Past I give-lsﬁéers Sing
Past-frus-Ind 'I definitely gave (it) (to him).!
ithe Benefactive consists of the Past tense-person-number

suffixes plus the combined Perfect Aspect plus-no suffix.

e.5. Hama a kua‘kia-nna~kuaa—gg—nnee; Neg. you talk
. say=2nd Pers Singkfast—2nd Pers 5ing Perf-Ben-
1 W t - P T I 1 : t
(The Pev:’?ecg % sPel’i%fsuq !e:l E&u bggg;ﬁ{érslg—lg lu%tra yf?r?erce;o | \I\lnegflf .‘ﬁ)‘; ,)
The Imperative mood suffixes,represented by fggg> are -
-nee 2nd Pers Sing |
-tee 2nd Pers Pl
-ivee 2nd & 3rd Pers Sing & lst Pers Sing (which only occurs
in the final clauée of'Futu?e Dependent coustructions).
é.g. kua-nee. go-2nd Pers Siﬁg Imp ‘'You go.'
The Dubitative Aspect occurs,invrestricted environments.
When suffixed by -~vee Indicative or -nnee'Ihterrogative, it
on ‘Oo‘H}L \/e/rE)S T Lo - ‘
ocpu:gﬂin Juxtaposed clsuse relationship or in the second clause

of a Future Dependent construction.



-

N )

)

Waffa Syntax-~Verbs and Verb Phrases; o 15. '

e.gs Laara kuraaga tumnua-ivaa-nnee taara-voo-ma kuraaga

tumnua-ivaa-nnee. two moon come down-Dub-Ig two-one
- —connective moon -come down-Dub-Ig 'Will they

come in two months or three.'!

——

na vi-ee tara-no ivo ngias-ivaa-nnee. I go-Seq 2nd
Pers Sing S8 pass through-Seq 3rd FPers Sing DS

he-come-Dub-Ig ?When I pass through will he come?'
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l.4. De deﬁ Verb Lo . B ‘
er;nde?\tv ng‘bssu{*ﬁ*&flcm is showin i1n Cﬁ\ar‘% D

CHART D STEM LENSEaPERS0N= NOMINAI] ACTION RELP & CONL. ﬁuTuWCONT AQ}
NUMBER OF & DESIP TLNoa-PLn.ON of actual of suct
actual clause NUMBER of clause - clause
‘ succeeding clasp N

Sequential

Same Subjeqt :
Past, Far Rast R ‘ o
and Fubure |vs + E ‘ <-_e_3__e_a_ (_r;g)} + (-'na>

deas)

i+

Different Sybj

Past <;E + | -  <}§§£> . 25g§i>

Far Past Vs + <%2> + ‘ - ~=duu ﬁ -duu \ ‘i<6;g%>
Continuing | - : | | | I |
Different Jubj

vs + <%%>;<65>+ : —paya(naé—nné)

£d

deas)
- Impending

Same Subj |vs + <nara>_ +1 -1+ <—g_z_a_> Lo #&ing)
Different | | : : R _ ,
Subj Vs + <€nara> +| -1 + <5nai> _ ' iQEina>,

| Eerfegt
‘Same Subj |vs + 4&3>;<3§>+ : ;i + <?gg <&ggé>

I+

Past, Par Ijast

Teet, T odsG . ,
Fature |ve + R PN i(&iﬁé?
Benefactive |vs + <ég_ + ”fg + ,'(<:voi>+ -no)
Avolitional [vs + s | (<_11@7> + -ra)
Desiderativd Vs + <&gg£g> + | -ee + “ﬁ>
SimﬁltaneOLs 1
Perfect vs + : -u-
Comparative | ve + 4—_1_1}, ég)+ ‘ | ~neena ;
Contrary to :
TR o Giday | | mGw
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The sequence action relavionship suffixes showing the
same subject and the'@n5e~per30n-numbef of the succeeding clause
are represent@d‘by<§gg(gg2>and are as follows:=

-ce(na) 1st fers Sing

-ece(nna) 2nd Pers Sing

—-oo(fho)) »rd Pers Sing

-da 1,2 & 3rd Pers Pl (~ra dual occurs with -da)

These suffixes are used for the Past (or Present), Far Past
and Futuré.

When suifixed Lo Class I and Class II verb sieus the latter
part of the singular forms (-gg; —Egg'& -nno) are optional

except when followed by further suffixation.

€.+ na vari-ee ta-u-vai. I sit-Beq lst Pers Sing 88
s . While )
see-lst Pers Sing Fast-Stat ;; sat ssdl saw (it).!

With Class III verb stems only the latter part of the

singular forms is used and it is oblizatory..

e.g. na buai-na ta-u-vai. I search-Seq lst rers 5ing 55
' _ _ _ m While ,
see~lst Yers Sing rast-Stat I searched a=il sav (1‘):4
gingular 5(*!!5_( ,-L\DQ;'WILO) and the Flum[ scfFix-glee ow

This latter part of thgksuffiXSFQ repeaived to jorm vhe
continuous action oi the verb.
CefZe gg vari-eena-ng Lgfuﬁka...‘ I sit=-Beq lst Peﬁi Sing
S5-Cont see-lst Pérs sing Past-Seq DS §£‘continued

- I
to sit emm, @w.. o'

— ———— W—— gttt Norooont

L ‘ ) Wl’\\[é’ , . . we
Pl Past-Seq DS... 'We continued to sit es==, saw....'

The dusl is formed by the suffix ~ra following bthe plural
suffix -da. This is the only occurrence of a dual suffix within

the verb.
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e.g. 1rd vara-dara-ida tummug-unna-noo. we get-dSeq 1lst

Pers Dusl 358-Cont come down-lst Pers FPl-Ind
'ile (two) got it and are coming down.'
When -~da is repeated for Continuous action the -ra follows

the Continuous suffix.

e.g. La mmoori vara-da-dara—ldJ tunmua-unna-noo. fuc aﬁﬁ
' . come down 1t (% Tnel
get=-Seq lst Pers Pl S5-Cont Dual-bontA "e (two)

worked and worked and sre coming down.'

The continuous action suffixes represented bJ<}1na>onow

the continuous action oi vhe succeedlng clause. ‘These suffixes
can also be suffixed to any clause level slot within a clause

giving continuous gsense to the Predicate waich it affects..

e«g. D1a mmoori var—eena&naégggﬁgia-grnoo.  I gsrden gev=-
Seq 1st Pers Sing S5-Cont -Cont come-1st Pers
oing rast-Ind 'I continued to work and work and
am coming.' |
‘The Past tense—nerson-number suffixes represented by <: :>
are the same as the Past tense-person-number suffixes described.

under Independent Verbs (1.3.).

‘"he Past (or Present) sequence action relationship suffixes
showing the action relationship betwéen thetwo clauses'and the
different subject and tense-person-number of the succeeding
clause are represented oy<:m§¥> and are as follows:= (-gi
and -i denote persons other than 3rd person singular ahd -0
‘denotes %rd person singular.)

wWhen succeeded by persons ovher than 3rd person singular:-
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~-kai - lst rers Sing
~-ni 2nd Pers Sing & 1lst, 2nd & grd Pers Il
~kiagi 3rd Pers Sing

When succeeded vy 3rd person sngular:-

~ko 1st Fers Bing

-no 2nd Fers Sing & lst Pers Pl
-kio - 3rd Pers Sing

-Vo 2nd & %rd rers TL

.3+ ha variz-u-ko ni gioonna-ivo... I sit-lgtfers Sing

Past-Seq 1st Pers Sing DS my wife-5ubjese 'I
sat and my wife...'
When this sequence action relationship suffix is repeated

it shows continuous acbtion of the actual clause.

e.g. na varig-u-ko-xo ni birisa—;rnoo., I sit-lst Pers
Sing Past - Seq 1st Pers DS-Gént me bLired-3rd
Pers Sing Past-Ind H'I continue to sit and sit
and I am t;red.'(Techoméxn;ua Lo =t andst

and i€ tires me!)
The Far Past tense-person-number sulifixes represented by

<—§> are as follows:-
¢ o

-a 1st Pers plng

-nna 2nd Pers 5Sing

—anna 1st Fers ¥l

- 2nd Person Pl and 3rd Fers Sihg & 21
e.g. na kua-a-duu vi-ra-vai. I go-lst Pers Sing Far
Past-Seq DS go-Pers Number Far Past-Stab

'T went and he went.'

It has been noted that the form of the verb, stem plusF&rFLgk
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2nd person plural or 3rd person sing or plural, can be used for
2nd person singular and lst person plural. This is noticeable

in the younger generaiion.
The Far Past sequence action relationship suffix -duu
showing the different subject of the succeeding clause has no

distinction for person and number.

The future seguence action relationship sulfixes showing

the different subject and tense—person—number of the succeeding
clause are represented by<:n31 and are as follows'-

When succeeded by persons oLaer than ;rd person 51ﬂgulur—-

- ~nai 1lst, 2nd &3rd Pers Sing
~kiai 1lst, 2nd & 3rd Pers PL

When succeeded by the 3rd person singular:—

~no  1lst, 2nd & 3rd Pers Sing
~kio l1st, 2nd & 3rd Pers Pl

—

€.g. & vari-nal na kua-nara. You sit-Seq Sing DS I go-
Sing Fut 'You will siL and I will go.!
S ma DS
fi-no ngia-~ivee. say—@gﬁg 3 come-3rd Pers Sing iHp.

'Say (i.e. toll) (him) and he must come.' or

"When you tell (him) he_must come. '

a—chanase. of ouhi@n%‘ in ‘Hﬁc: oﬂcﬁppﬁiﬂm claus Ao the-——asme—ea—Eh,e

+-

action
The Future se uenczai chdugc of pubgect azt:un redletionshpip sulfixess My also
be trans lated as Future Condrtiona
However, a further suffix -1 1lst, gnd & 3rd porson olnﬁulur

or plural may replace the Fubture sequence suiffixes <E?a%>>,

B
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and~<}kia§>. This suffix‘only«occuré with the secondary stem
of the verbs 'go,’ 'come,'V'say' and ' do' and has the‘meaning
of'"allow". | | o |
e.g., Vvi-i kua-ara. go—Condv‘go—lst Pers Plf Put 'Iféy“e“)

| you go, we will go.i or Tet's gol' .
'Imhebﬁﬁyﬁollowing the sulfixes showing the action relationship
and teﬁse-person-ﬁumbar'of the succeeding claﬁse G<%§gl , =duu y
and <E§§%>) the suffixes represehted by <E§£g$>QQQZ%ﬁSééégigﬁgﬁaie '

This intensifies the continuous action of the succeeding clause.

The Continuine action relabtionship suffixes showing a

different subject in the succeeding clause represented by -paya(naa-nng

are:-

-paya(naa-nna) and pari(nas-nna). There is no distinction
' : ; ’ E \

shown for tense=person-number and reason for the difference in
form and the optional occurrence of the -naa and -nna is not

. evident,

£ . [ S : '

€ee ...Nklannu-udaaihud—oonno-nnojggfgfparlnaanna ;
~ i B .
Arisaa-va kus-i-parinsanna... } wild fowls eggs-Fl(inc)

= 000k—3eq 5rd Pers Sing S55-Cont iook~5rd Pers Sing
PastQContg man‘s nameeSubj go-3rd Pers Sing Fast-Contg
'...he continued to cook the wild fowls éggs and
while he was looking Arisaa (was coming) and while
he came... (he carefully took ﬁhe egps and ran
away into the bush).

The suffixes represented by'<2nara>in the Impending Action verb

are the Future tense~-person-number suffixes described under

Independent Verbs (1l.3.)
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The SuLflCeu represented bg’{f@§£>Qafe the latter part of
the same subaect seqﬁence action singular sqffixes &ﬁd the same
subject sequence action pluréi susfix -da (see 1.4.)

The Past and Far Past Perfect action relationship suffixes

showing the same subject and tense-person-number of the

succeeding clause are represented by <}zgi> and are as follows:—

~vo/~va 1st and 3rd Pers Sing
~kua . 2nd Pers Sing
~y3/~-d0 - 1lst, 2nd & 3rd Fers Pl

© a,s’)ectpoc f?erson or jfwr
The -va and -do forms aeem—xe—ee used A&A—emﬁgvgés

CefSe Eg b —unna— 1-ya hama sabi nooxla—unna—noo.

-

we come—lstPers Pl Past-Nom-PlL Perf IHeg
eimlessly walk aboﬁt—lSt Pers rl Past-Ind

e have come and ue’afe not walking about
aimlessly;'k : o : e Bl

e , ﬁvﬂwfk

. . R ,.,- . . /——"‘\ .
hama kus—-a-ni vakia-unna-i-do puta-i-kTai... Neg

go=5rd Pers Pl Past-Seq DS sleep-lst rfers Pl Past-
Kom=-P1l Perf light-grd Pers Sing Past—Seq DS...
ttley didn't go a?d %f_gg;wg ?md slept ( a suecxal
roup) 1f‘oeca&e mOLﬂlﬂ; dﬁd:;.
he rerfect sux.i‘lxeQ (cxcent 2nd pera sing) are homophomous
with the ngun subject and object suffixes. Therefore with some
fofms it is very difficult to tell the difference between the
Perfect construction and a relative clause.
In certain constructions withﬁthe verb 'to bay infiected
with the xC“fect ;aepeCU suffixes a chbnbe of subject form has

been noted. fThe nominal plus the Perfect aati@n relationship
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plus the continuous action suffixes are suffixed to the ¥erb
stem and must agree with the tense-person-number of the

succeeding clause.,

e.g. Vaa na kua-i-noo kia-u-kua-inna a hara ki-ce

varia-pna-noo. Past I go-31rd Pers Sing-Ind say-
1lst Pers Sing last-(i Vom, mofphOphonemically lost)=-
2nd Pers Sing‘Pérf-End’Pers Sing'CQnt youﬁs%iekéfusk
do-Seq 2nd Fers Sing S5 sit-2ud Pers Sing Past-Ind
fI have alrewdy said, "He is going," and you are

still sibtting here.'

2} - . . : o 0 . .
The Tubtre Perfect action relationship suffixes showing
tense-person-number oi. the succeeding clause are represented

by <}zgé7and are as follows:—

~VOo 1st, 2nd & 3rd Pers Sing
-ya/-do  1st, 2nd & 3rd Pers Il

e.g. & kua-i-vo-onna kiaa mmia-nee. you go-iom=-2nd Pers

Sing Perf Fut-Cont say give-2nd Pers Sing Imp
*'/hen you will have zone, tell them.'

The Benefactive is formed the same as the Pevrfect Dependent

Verb with the inclusion of the benefactive mood suffix -no
combining with the Perfect suffixes.. fhis combination is the

same as described under Independent Verbs (L.3.).

e.g. Hema a beepi nnas-nna-i-kuaa-no tii-ni utua-nee.
Neg you bean eat-2nd rers Sing Past-Nom-2nd
fors Sing Perf-Ben us-Beﬁ plant-2nd Pers Sing
Impe. 'You‘havenft:eaten,beans (for your benefit),
(so) plant (them) Lfor us.' (Said in a sarcastic

or taunting manner.)
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The Avolitional action relatvionship suffixes, -noo singular

and -voo plurzl, occur witvh the seccondary stem of the verb and

are combined with the suffix -ra-'purposive'.

e.g. ti tee-voo-ra akiairas vi-kiaigyes US see-Avol—
Pur quickly vo-Seg Fub... 'Lest they see us,
when you guickly go (we will go and hide).' or 'Lest

they see us let us go quickly and hide.'
hama ivaa rumoogee-noo-ra hama seen-o00 kua—i-vai.

Neg it break-Avol-Pur Neg run-Seq JrdPers
Sing 85 go-3rd Fers Sing Past-Stat 'Lest he notb
break them (eggs) he did not go quickly.'

The Desiderative is formed with the Independent Future

suffixes plus -ee 'desiderative' plus the suffixes represented

byQFna described above. (see Impending Action)

€.8. puara naka&ra—ivo ’iya—gg ﬁ;rgpgg-nno nﬁi—noo.'
| pig owner-Subj Obj Pl-Ref say(call out)=-Sing
Fut-Dés-SeQIBrd‘PersvSing come-1Ind 'The owner
of the pigo is coming to call them.'
The Simultaneous Perfect is a restricted form wiﬁh the'-"
primary stem plus the suffix -E taking the place'bf the more

frequent simultaneous action verb phrase. (see 2.2.6.)

e.g. vaidi-iya kaayau kiannu-uyauvaa hitua-u nna-z-vo

hama ivo kua-i-noo. man-Subj P1 plenty wild fowl's

egps~0bJ Efg@lSCgéthéf~Smﬁﬁl,Perf eat=3rd Pers rl-
Seq %rd Pers Sing DS Heg he go-3rd Pers Sing Past-
Ind 'While the men‘have'been gathering and eating

plenty of wild fowls eggs he is not going.'
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" fhe Comparative relationship suffix -neema is used in a
restricted sense with an Impsrative mood occurring in the fol-

lowing clause.

e.g. D& funnua—g4ne¢ma funnua-nee. I sew-lst Pers Sing
Past-Com sew-2nd Pers Sing Tmp. ‘'Like I am
sewing (mt) sew (it). | |
The Contrary to fact action rﬂlatlonshlp sufflw -ti(xri)
on ke

verbs ,
always occurs, in two related cluuoes in an utterance. Tho—Ffinel
The second o-F Fhese verbr wik Sof’ vac

4%Haﬁa&éH&4a%&—&%%er&ﬁee—wh&eh—&ﬁe&uéee—vhe—§efmArUl(rl) may be

optLonally followed by the Tndicative mood suffix -vee. ,The

shortened form —tl is mostly used by the younger renerutlon and

when further suffixation occurs the -ri is oollgatory.

-

eege airi—ma va-i-tiri _airi ;»mmlé u-tiri. plenty-conn:
' be~3rd Pers ulng fast—th plenty you give—
1lst Pers Sing Past-Ctf 'II there was plénﬁy 1
would give you'pienﬁy.‘ | | |
2 Verb Phrases. N

Verb phrases are lelded into two main sections, nominal

and per1ph1=ﬁtlc.

fhe nominal verb phrascs cun51st of an obligatory margin
filled by a noun, and an obligatory.nucleua; filled by Sp¢01f10~
verbs. The beriphrastic verb @hrases consisf of an obligaﬁory
margin filled by any verb (excepf fof the Repetitive;action
phrase which is restriCtedvfo motion'verbS) and an 6bligatory
nucleus filled byjépecific verbs. fhe periphrastic verb phfases‘

are further divided into distribution classes, transitive (M),
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intransitive (IT) and di-transitive (D) as determined by the
ctass—oe4 verb which manifests the margin slot. Any restrictions
of occurrence will be shown in the formuiae;

Thesé verb phrases contrast as to:- (a) a alfferent particular
verb plus inflection manifesting the nuclear sldt. (Some Have
restricted inflection which will be shown in the formulae.)

(b) restricted nouns without inflection (in the nominal Phrases)
and any verb with particular restricted inflection (in the

veriphrastic phrases) manifesting the margin slotb.

fwo-¢ other verb phrases, xtheonpodi
negative, and the unit verb phrase (showing two actiqns looked
at as'one)’occur.‘ These contrast as to:= (2) any verb plus
inflection'(particular restricted inflection in smoohoodk the xitsex
fofmer) manifesting the nuclear slot and (b) particular morphemes
(ﬁg@@@m@nﬁéjﬁhe TR former) and transitive verb v“emu (in the
latter) manlfestln* the margin slot.
fho sotoimmommicoter s G RV SRS Settor
particular conurastlnm features which will be clearly shown and
discussed further in the paper.
Nesting occurs within the verb phrases. For‘simplicity
of ﬁresenﬁation the order and parbticulzr co-occurrence restrictions
.
will be discussed'&%~ﬁa>+m@r%é¥%aééwéectionz;?.4u
2.1, Hominal Verb Phrases. | |
ver {J :
There are three nomina%Aphrases, desiﬂerative, idiomatic
and onomatopoetic. |

2elel, Desiderative
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any
usual 3rd pers sing
inflection

V = +Mar:n + Kuec: g?b raa 'Lo move"' +‘

Houns which man1¢eut the max r?:m SlOu are of a restr¢cbed
set 1nclud¢nb dnyohlnb which one could degire to eut. Nouns
other than those above ‘which are included in the set are vuru
'sleep', kausz 'perspiration', vaobtl ’husband', nnaata ‘wife’
These nouns are nov ihflected with usualknoun Suffixation.
The verb manifesting the nucleus slot is aiways inflected for
zrd verson singular. One further restriction,‘other than those
shown in the iormula, ocecurs as a contrasting Leuture of thls
phrase. It always occurs in an 1mne3 sonal clause whnich has an
obligatory obgecu.

e.z. ni nnoori ra-i-noo. me water move-%srd ¥ers Sing-

n—— ome iy

Tnd 'I am thirsty.' (i.e.'Ilt igs moving me for wavters.

‘ni  vuru ra-i-noo. me sleep move-3rd Fers Sing-Ind

T am sleepy.' or 'I want'td sleep.' (i.e. 'I%

is moving me to wemé—be sleep.')
2.,1.2. Idiomatic
v = + Har:fn + Mue: Jvby, AS + any usual

restricted | _ | | inTlection
Poss N. o

: , or Possessive nouvn Pkkasas

A certain‘restricted set of nounngccur‘in the margin slovu.
‘ach of these nouns occurs with a particular verb of a particular
set of verbs manifesting ﬁhe nucleus slot; ‘Most of These nouns
occur with suffixation in ¢lau se level slobts bub in this
partlcular verb phrase suffixavion does not occur. ‘An exception
to this occurs when this phrase nesss w1bu1n une perLPhrqstlc

continglous action verb phrase (2.2.2.) In this instance the .

obgect guffix occurs on the noun (see e.g. below) «

)
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‘‘he noun manifesting the margin slot is,notVbbligatory whén
understood in the contexbt. |
Clause level slots do occur between the margin znd nucleus
slots. “hen they occur sufllxatlon mey also occur on the noun.

In these instances the COnquu seems to show thdt the nucleus

is acting for the whole verb phrase.: (see Cele below)

e.g. mmoori vars~i-vsi. garden ‘get-3rd Pers Sing-Stat
'He was working.'
nnocri ra-u-noo. water move-lst Pers Sing=-Ind

'T am wasaing.'

aabi 'vara—i~noo. husband‘ geté%rd Pors Sing-Ind
'She is bettlnf married.’ v
‘kuaru‘ ra-i-noo. sing move-3rd rers Sing-Iﬁd
'He is dezneing.’ |

na _ai-yara ni mpmuduuya rua-u-vai. I you-concerning

my heart hit-lst Pers Sing Past-Stat 'I love
you;'.(i.é. 'Concerning you I hit my heart.')

kuaru-uvaa Ir-00 vVari:-r=00 var1~klo dance~0bJ move-

— — oo ——— ot Spabtian

Seq S8 sit-Seq DS... ‘'he contlnued to dance

and donce andees’

siina-ivaa nnoori i~xaki raa-nee. bow=string-0bJ
- water that-in move-2and Pers Imp ‘'VYash the bow=
- ) / /}-\
. . . L/ P e <
string in that waber.' . ( afer A
. : I7a) /C"( AN 1 j}
2.1.%. Onomatopoetic ‘ ‘ | Eku /

V7; + Mar: onom. + Nue: vb kia 'to say' + any usugl
' : inflection

e.5. huau husu Gi-i-vai. hsau huau say-3rd Pers Sing

~Stat 'It (the dog) barked.'
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na kafura-ivas fec fee ti-nura-vee. I pipe-Obj feévfee
say-lst Pers Sihg Fut-Ind 'I will definitely
play the flute.' |
pa.pa ti-i-vai. p pa s&y—5rd Pe75 Sing=-Stat
"It (the bird) flew.'
2.2. Periphrastic Verb Phrases. |
The~periphréstid Verb phraées divide into twelve different
éontrasti#e phrase typeé.‘ Thé last phrase‘éan further be divided
into three sub-types. . Thesekphr&se types are determiﬁedvby the
particular verb manifesting the nucleus‘slot and by particular
inflection or lack of inflection on verbs manifestingithe |
marginal slot. | |
The partlcular verbs manifesting the nucleus slot are:
Kigg ' do'; varia 4o sit, o= be' or vakia '%o De'; taa ‘“So
see! or rikiaa '%e hear' (&o understand); kia '®e say‘; pikiaa
'He lecave'; raa 'Se mové'; iikia '¥e do'; gggx(?eaning unknow@&
{does not occur as a simple verb); Eggl'%e desire' (does not
occur as a simple verb); and the motion verbs kua 'do go'; ngia
'pe¢ come' and tummua. ' come down'. The méanings which these
(except for @_@ﬂa and +a.a,)have as Swmple verbs.
verbsAmanifestlng the xredlcate e slot of a clause are lost "when
they occur in the nucleus of a Derlphraotlc verb phr se. In
this p051tlon they show the actlon relationship of the clause
(in which the particular Dhraoe is manlfestlng the Predicate
" gslot) to the succeeding clause. These actibn re}ationships'
are as follows:- Complotion,kCQntinuous, Progressive,.
Conditional, Unfulfilled Furpose, Impénding (Past),,[;Avélitional,

Compound, !~ Simultaneous, Purposive, Repetitive, and Desiderative.
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In the following phrases verb stem refers to tae tertlary
form oi tne stem which only occurs 1n verb phrases. The primary
and seCOndary stems occur w1thln the Verbs dependlnw on the
particular inflection which follows. (see l.l.) L

2.2.1,1 Comoleulve Action

any usual }

V= Mar: ve ... + Nuc: Jvb kiaa ' o' 4+ OO ;
, - o fuc: {vb kisa "o d inflection

The verb kisa 'to do' only occurs in this particular verb phrase.

#he same form occurs Wlbh the clause level dlrectlonal adverbs

but—&n—@h;s—eaﬂe it seems to be a shortened iorm of the verb

yapa kiaa 'to put completely

| This complétive action verb phrase is dlscontlnuous. The
clause level slots occurring between the margin and nucleus slots
are llmlted'%e&ng the locatlon and obgect slotse. The‘occurrencé
of object slotg is rare but two forms of the location manlfestlng
therlocatives ivau 'on that (there)' and ivaki 'at that (there)!
occur more fbequently. A verb phrase-may‘ﬁest between the |
margin and nucleus slots. |

The reasons for treating this as a phrase and not two clause

level slots are:— l.  The tertiary form of the verd stem

manifesting the margin slot, 2. the absence of kiaa 'to do' as
a verb manifesting the fred1Cdue slot of a clause, and %, the

; e(e-/e,n )
pressure of symmetry where ten of the following mime periphrastic
verb phreses consist of obligatory mdrgln plus ODll ;atory

nucleus with no occurrence of clause level slots between the two.

e.g. nnaag kia-u-vei. east do-1lst Pers Sing Past-Stat

'T have flnlshcd eating.'

—— S————

huda kia-da...m cook do-oeq Pl 55 'they flﬂluhed cookinge..'
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yapa i-vau kl—oonno... put that-on do~Seq 8rd Pers

Sing S5 ‘he put (it) there...'

haara puaras-ivaz i-vau kig-i-vai. shoot pig-Obj that-on

3 - .A . -
3“*hwsSm3 Past- Stafive VT gshot the pig (completely) there.’
Yith the intransitive motion verbs, 'go', 'come' and 'come
down' the sequence action person nunber suffixes occur.

- o . S G ,  any usual
Y = + Mar: vbrgigg(g§)> + Nuc.%ﬁb k;aa o do' + inflectio;}

¢.g. Vi-00 kia-i-vai. go-Seq 3rd Pers Sing S5 do-3rd Pers
Sing-Stat 'He went (completely).

nni-da kiaa-vo... come-Seq Pl & ST do-beq 3rd Pers

Sing 'they camék(completely) and he...'

Phese intransitive motion verbs ovgur ag shown in the above
phrase with three different verbS‘manifesting the nucleus slot.

~They occur with kua '$e go' and varaa 'be get' and taraa 'Ho ;ﬁwﬂﬂ‘ﬁw

pass through'. \\”1th kua the mesa ﬁlng is utlll completlve bub
the utterance comes from someone who has seen the action with
a shorter time lapse than the DOve examples. " (someone who has
seen the person or thing come and £0. )
e.g. vaa ngi-o0 kua~i-vai. Past come-Seq 3rd Ters Sing
S8 go;Brd Pers'Sing-Staﬁ 'He has already come
nd gone.
With varaa the action. empnasms is on no blme lmpse at all.

€. 1iVO Vi-00 Var-00 numa vai-vai. he 5o-oeq 3rd Pers

ey

G2

Sing S5 get-Seq 3rd Fers “ln? 25 come be-5Stat

'Iie went (with no sign of slacking) come and was.'
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d‘

vas vi-o

—— ot

ara-i-vail. Past‘go—geq 3rd Pers Sing &8
pass\through—}rd Pers Sing Pest-Stat ‘'He has

lready passed throug h.

voa vi-00 tar-oo ?ua—i—k'ﬁi..; Pagt go-Seq 3rd Pers
~Sing 55 pass throuwnuaeq Brd Pers Sing 55 go—de
Pers 3Sing-5eq . DS... 'He has alre dy passed
through and gone...' |

2.2.2. Continuous Action :
varia '$o sit or be' + any

vV = Mar: vb<§~e>> . Nue: <vb _ :
+onar A £e +... e mb vokia 'te be! : usual
' ’ y inflec—
tion

e.g; ngi-00 vari-noo. 'ComeeSeqbﬁrd Pers Sing SB sit-3rd
Pers Sing-Ind ‘'He is continuing to come.'
ggfgg'vakia~ggg; stand-Seq QndkPerS Sing 55 be-2nd
Pers Sing-Imp 'Continue to stand (there).'

2.2.3. FProgressive Action

e - 1 ' '
. 2a 'ke se any usua
V = + Mar: vb<:ee> Nucz: {vb Laa 5ee g B0Y U 1
(kal a;> : - rikiaa ' hear' inflection

The seguence action suffixes of the same subject or dif-
ferent subject series occur as inflections in the verb manifesting

the marzgin slot. Apart from. the snecific mneaninzs. the verbs

taa 'to see' and rikisa 'to hear "have the meaning of 'understand’.

-y

e.5. Firkio riki-oo... say-ieq

[ et

%Zrd Pers Sing DS hear-Seq

);

55... 'whille he spoke he heard...’
» ss
vi-ee La-u-ko... go-teg lst Fers 5i nQAsee~lot ‘Pers

e —— | — o ——

Zrd Pers Sing

03

Sing Pmst-5eq 3rd Fers Sing DS twhile I wos

going I sawe..’
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na aataru—uvau vi-ee ta-u-vei. I path-on vo—seq lst

Pers Sing 58 see-lst Pers Sing-Stat 'While T
was going on the road I saw (it).

2,24, Conditionsl Action

~ M na + —-ee ' :
vV = 4 NMa <: CI'> T2 (4 Nue:dvb kia 'to say'
-u) 4+ =noo

L ony usual
Dependent
| inflection
The verb manifesting the margin slot con either be inflected
- with the Indenehdent vefb future tense nerSon number suffixes
plus the de51deratlve -ee or by a setbt of Past Hense person
number suffixes, only found with the verb phrases, plus ~noo.
These Past tense person sufflxoq dlfferu¢rom‘th@ Indeﬁendent
Past ense person nunoer vufflxeu in that there is no distinction
made for ond and 3rd person 51ngU]4r and plural. -u is 1ls%,
2nd., 2, 3rd person singular and -Eggg is 1lst, 2nd, & 3rd person
plural. Ehe‘futuré form of thisjphrase is l o used for the
futuré as well as conditional; |
EeZe & vqu-na”—eo tl—ee...' youksit—End Pers Sing Fut-
Desid say-Seqg 2 ond Pers Sing 85... 'If you want
to ﬁit'(stay)...

2 yapa-u-nog ti-ge... you put-3ing lst Past-noo

say-Seq 2nd Pers Sing 835... 'If you have put it...'
2.2.5. Unfulfilled Purpose fiction - |
V = + Mar:)V Cond (I Tut) + —%—‘%—% + l\‘iuc: vb pikiaa 'fo leave égg(ggg
The future form of the uondT;:onal 00ulon phrase embed
in the margin slot of the above nhr“se. The 1nLlect10m on the

verb nanifec tln“ +he nucleus alot of Qondltlon ‘&ctlon vhrase

is Past'@nse—person—number. ”hls is furthpr 1nflectnd with
o sl

either -ivaa or -nna to form the margin, of the above phrase.
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~ivaa =nd. -nna sre the object ufflxeu of the nouns 01-04.
"he nucleus slot is msnifested by the verb pikiaa ‘Ee leave!

plus sequence action same subject suffixation.

e.g. na oro iya “t-ce nni-n-ee kia-u-~nna piki-ee e i-vaki

A et Tesmaprw Vo S

iya tasipa varifgg..; T go up them see-Seq lst

| Pers Ging come;Sing Fut-Desid <say—lst Pers Sing
Past-0Obj leave-3eq lst Pers Sing chat-on them
with sit-Seq 1st Pers Sing.i.~ ‘T went up to
see them and come but I dldn‘t come, I stayed
there with them... (i.e. T wvent up, wanting to

P/an ’

kﬁee them and come, I left (thaqp and sat tho;e
with them...)
2.2.6‘ Impending Action (East) |

V = + Mar: vb<}u + Nuc:%ﬁb kia ‘%o sqy <;gg(na)>}

The verb manifesting the me rgln glot consists of any verb“
with the Pnst ‘tense sufflxes deSCﬂlbed above. (2.2.4. ) Only
the seouence action sanme subgeot suffixes occur v1th the verb
kis Vo say"' manlfewtlnﬁ thp nucleus slot.

| e.g; na kua-u- ti-ge... T go~81ng Past say-Seq 1st

et

Fers S5 'T was about to go..."

neia kua-unna ti-da... you(pl) go-Pl Past say-Seq

PL 88 'You were about to go...'

2.2.9. Avolitional Action

V .

1l

+ Mar' vb{~noo) + Nuc: kla '%e ﬂqy
The suffixation on-the verb manifesting the margin slot
is the avolitional Dependent cuffixes ~-noo singular and -vooQ

plural (see 1.4.). The verb stem is secondary. A further
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restriction in this verb phrase is that the nucleus is always

filled by the tertiary stem of the verb '%e'say' (i.e; kiaa).

‘In other constructions when the form llaq oceurs (usually

following a quotation) it mesns 'ke thlnk'.

e.5. ni tee-voo kias na hatakua-u-noo. me see-Pl Avol

sey I hide-lst Pers Sing Past-Ind ‘'Lest they

see me I am hiding.'

2.2.8. Pompound Actlon

V = + Har:lvb E&Eﬁ: 'to "9t'<<ee(na2>+<:;gé7

T -
- vitaa ! to Q'e’c‘ + Nue:

gjb (motion) + any usual inflectioq}
The two verbs manifesting the margin slot are used for
inanimate anﬂ animate obJjects. 'i.e} VQraa for inanimate and
vitaakfor animate obaects;' The 1nflectlon on uh se verbs is
the usual seguence aCtiQﬁ same subject7suffixes with the
optional ocdurrence of the continuous'adtion suffixes..
The verbs kua '¥e go', nﬁié ' e come' and tummua 'be come
down' manlfest the nucleus slot.‘ |
”1th the 5eouence qctlon sufflxes occurring on the verb
manifesting thc marrln slot thlv verb Dhraoe could bhe ﬂnalvsed
as two. clauses. However, in CPrtaln constructlcns it is clear
that the margin and nucleus slots are acfln@ as a unit and not
+two clauses. “h1° is nﬂrulculﬂrlv oeen when noun sufflkqflon
occurs forming a relwulve clqu“e. |

Cale Veenna—lvua 1va vqra-da kua-~-ivea tl mml—da... food~

0bj they. get~beq Pl 55 go=Cbj us gzive-Seq
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1 58 fThey pave us the food which they brought...'

Wil e @ 8

nuka _hatoka vara-da ngia-a- vaidi-iys kia-ara.

poisonous vine cuﬁ"get-Seq Pl 55 Come-érd Pers
Pl mnan-Subj Pl  say-Pl Fut 'The men who cut
and brought‘the vine will say.' -

The only clause level slot which occurs between the margin

and nucleus slots is the locative and this is not frequent.

e.g. iya puaras-ivaa vara-da ngis-a-noo. They pig-Cbj

get-Seq P1 S5 come-%rd Pers 1l Fast-Ind 'They

brought the pig.'

fai-vo hayoo-va-inno bzggfgg mmemmee-vau-nno  kea-i-noo.
dog-5ubj wallaby—Obj—Con% get-3eq 3rd Pers Sing
55 down a longiway on the other side-ovn-Cont
go=-3rd Pers 5ing Past-lnd 'the dog continued
to take thé wallaby way down on the othér side.1
The Directional verbs,'comprised of a closed sebt filling
a slo?® 6n the clause level, also occur manifesting the nucleus

: I
slot. These directional verbs are:- oro 'go up', 0%o 'go down', ﬂnu/

oo 'go along', numa 'come up or along' and tums 'come down'. s
N . ) /,«- Ve
e.g. hayoo-vaa var-oo 0t0o nnoori nnasEa—1vakieees ot

wallaby-0Obj get-5Seq Brd Pers 3Bing S5 go down
water Dbank-on... ‘'(The dog) took the wallaby

down on the bank of the river....'

2.2.9., Simultaneous Action

V = 4Mar: vs + Nuc:)vb raa- 'w move'<ggg»} ~
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The verb manifesting the necleus slot is alwgys inflected
‘with sequence action same subject suffixes. In the 51n”ular

ass 1 d II verbs
forms e optfghaf suigiwes renreseﬁued by(&na> (see l.4.) do

not oocur;
This phraoe is uaually Tfollowed by a motion wverb mdﬂlfestlng
the PrteGQUO slot of Lhe succeedlnb clauoe.
€.g. na nnas r-ee gggfgfggg. I eab move-~S5eq lst rers
Sing S8 go-lst Pers Sing~Ind ' I am going while

eating.'

.esdivaa-ra kiaz ra-da fai rspua-ara-vai. that=-Obj-
Pur say move-Seq Pl DS Fut fight-Pl Fut-Stat

'eeo.while arguing about that tney might fight.'

2.2.,10. Purpesive: Action

V = + Mar: vb/-ngrab«; (1na§+ Nuc:{vb iikia 'te do' + any usual
(motlon) inflection

The verb manifesting the margin slot is inflected with the
Independent Future suffixes. As in other examples (see 1.5.)
the -ra is optional in the singular. ‘The verb manifesting the
nucleus slot is either a motion verb or iikia '¥e do'

€.8. na nnaa-para iikia-u-kai... I eat-Sing Fut do-

1st Yers Sing-Seq DS 'I am wanting 1o eabe.s!
(i.e. 'Tor the purpose of eating I am doing..;')

ngia kus-ara-ida iikia-a-nnee. you(pl) go-Pl--Fute

Cont do=3rd Zers Pl-Ig 'Do you want to go??

-

(i.e. 'Hor the purpose of going are you doin@?q
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na taa-na kua-nara. I see-Sing Fut go-Sing Futb

‘T will go to see.!

2.2.11. Repebitive Action o |

vV = 4 Mar:{;b (motion) +‘<§g§gé>\+ —gé} . Nuc:{%b daa~- +<?g§}

Thebverb~manifesting the margin slot is restricted in that
only motion verbs s¥ems occur. fhégekéﬁems are followed by the
set of Indepéndent Future sulfixes represented by -nara (seel.3.)
plus -ma. This suffix (-ma) is similar to the suffix -ma which
occurs in the tertiary form of the C1ass III verbs ending in
-Kia. It acts in a similar manner making theyfiller of the

margin slov a free form which occurs in the above verb phrase.

e.ge puara-ivo nni—nara-gg d~o0 kavi-ivas nna-i-vai.
pig-Subj vcome~Sing Fut—gg Q(gﬁ);gquBrd Pers
Sing 83 sweet potatoes-0Dbj eat;ird Pers Sing-
Stat} 'The pig came over and over again and ave

the sweet potatoes.!

ta kua-ara-ma dee-da kuaru-uvaa i-vau Tra-unna-vai.
We go-Pl Fut-ma dee-Seq Pl SS dance-Obj that-
on move-Lst FPers Pl-Stat. 'We went over and‘
over and d@nced thefe.'
L]
2.2+12, Desiderative Action |
The desiderative action verb phrase is divided into taree
sub-types with only one contrasting‘feature apparent in the

formula. This difference is in thekinflections found in the




“"Waffa Syntax--Verbs and Verb Phrases. 59

verb in the nucleus slot.

- (1) any ususal 3rd Pers
_ o e N S e g ! 3ing inflection
vV = + Mar: vs + Nuc.lyb taa 't desire! «+ (2) specific inflection
| (3) -ma + <{-inay

This sub=-type one verb phrase,functions the same as the
Nominal Desiderative verb phrase (2.1.1.) It contrasts with
this phrase in the forms manifesting the margin and the hacleus
slots. A verb stem manifests fhe margin siot and the verb taa |
‘5o desire’ manifests the nucleus slot. Two further contrasting
features are the same as those in the Hominal Desiderative Verb
Phrase. (1) Iﬁ‘occurs in an impersonal clause which has an
obligatory object and (2) the verb manifesting the nucleus slot
is always inflected for 3rd person singular. |

e.g. ni kua ta-i-noo. me go desire-~3rd fers Sing-Ind

'T want to go.' (i.e. 'It is making me want to go.')
i 'yggig .§§r3~g;§;... you sit desire-rd Pers
Bing=Seq 3rd Pers Sing 'You wénting to sitess’
| (i.e. It making you want £0 Sitess')

Iﬁ sub=-type two (1) there is no inflection for person and
‘number (2) suffixes -vai 'stative',‘ﬁizgg»'dubitative', and -vee
‘indicative' occur and the clause in which it occurs is in
'shouldLbut' dependent relatiohship wilh the following clause.

e.g. e nnas taa-vai na nna-u-noo. you eal desire-

Stat I eat-lst Pers Sing Past-Ind 'You should
eat (this) but I am eating (it).' (used in a

taunting manner.)
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This verb phrase des not occﬁr sentence final; With the

-val ‘stative' suffix it is usually inflected with the conﬁinuous

suffiXes(?igg}forming akconstruction wiaich only occurs sentence

non~final,

e.g. Dna nee-ta kua btaa-va-ina varia-u-noo. I Imp

| p"o—Acc go desire-lst Pers Sing Past;Ind sit-
1lst Bers Slng “ast Ind. 'I‘should go but I am
staying.'

e.g. of the Dubitative aspect suflixation.

na kua ta-ivaa varia-u-vai. I go desire-Dub
sit-1lst Fers Sing Past—Staﬁ‘ 'Maybe I should
have gohe but I stayed.‘
With the‘fzgg 'Indicativef‘shffix it ié‘always followed
by a form of the verb 'so say' acting like an indirect quotation.

'e.g. na kua taa-vee ti-eena varia-u-noo. I go

desire-Ind say—Séq 1st fers Sing S5 sit-lst
Pers Sing-Ind 'T should go (I am saying) but
I am staying.’ |
In sub-type three the buif1X»-ma wiich mikes this phrase
into a construction which occurs in ouher verb phrﬂses, (see 2.2.11.)
occurs with the optlonal contlnuous suffixes represented by<§1nd>
it occurs in‘the margin slot of the continuous (2.2.2.) and
purposive (2 2.8.) actlon phrqses.i
In this sub-type the meaning of d651re is more promlnent.
e.g. has  taa-ma gggrgg; “hag-nee. shoot desire-mg
Be~Contl D§ shoot-2nd Yers Sing-Imp 'If it is

there wanting to be shot, shoot (it).
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ti  haa taa-ma ii-noo. us shoot desire-ma do-Ind

'He is wanting to shoot us.'!

2e5e Further'Verb'Phrases

Other veib phraées not includéd_in the nominal or
periphréstic verb phrases ére:— negative, unit phrase,
sustained action, meflexive and benefactive;
2.5.1. Negative

‘The negative verb>phfase shows that the action 6f the ciause
in which this phrase occurs does not take place before the action
of the following clause. There are three sub-types determined
by the inilectionkof the verb manifesting the nucleus slot and

resultant distribution.

| - . (1) -i +<‘I—1—a->+(?i-ll.§~.> .
V = + Mar: pege.. + Nuc:)(vs + ra) =+ (2)(-va '

Both forms of the negative hama énd sa occur manifesting
the'margin slot. The clause level slots which occur between
the margin and nucleus slots in‘this Veﬁb phfase are:-  Ubject,
Indirect Object and Accompaﬁiment. | k |

The verb manifésting the nucleus slqt’cbhsists‘of_the
nominalised form oi the verb (secondary StéM'piUS -ra
'nominaliser') plus optional inflectidn.

Phe first sub-type is inflected the same as the agtlgn
Impendihg action Dependént Verb, (see 1l.4.) éxcept for the lack
of ﬁhe Fubure tense-~person-number suffix. This form of the
negative verb phrase shows that there is still a possibility

for the action to be carried out.
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e.g. a hama ni gi-ggfifggg—lnna... you Neg me give-
| Nomr-Homi~-3eq 2nd Pers Sing SS-Cont 'You haven't

given it to me yet...' |

The second syb-type is inflected with a restricted set of

Ferfect aspect suffixes. (i.e. -va singular and -ya plural.)

e.g« hama faj al-nna\ta. hee-ra-va ari nnau-ki oro
var-i-noo. Neg animal-Obj-Acc shoot-Nomr-Perf

his house-in g0 ﬁp s5it=3rd Pers Sing Past-Ind

‘ ‘\a\/lv\ S’[\Of 6\'-'»3 Cbnlma,'s
Without an;mai%_wh;ch—he~d;d_ne%—sheet he beas

wwf
eore up and is sitting in his house.' ) .
l becomes a clese Kn J’ v'n'-"' w’thL

The third sub-type inflected with the suffix -8 eeeu=s onﬁ,cccurx

oL manlfebtlng the margin slot of the Completlve verb phrase.

ik AR 0 I . 3 h) L 1 ‘ P C -
o, trae—tirtr—trariy 2 . s 0 oo 8, VLY 2§ 4. 7w i £ 4 4 e o K 3}
== e e A2 T VO I R T Ot T o F T o Ok

type:3.)%

€.8. hama ni _mi-ra-ma ki-ee... Neg me give-Nomr-ma

do-Seq 2nd Pers Sing SS  'You didn't give it To me...'
This form of the phrase does occur witnout the completive
action nucleus slot but the meaning is still completive.

e.g. & hama ni mi-ra-ma inna _mmis-nna-noo. you

lleg me give-Homr-ma him give-2nd Pers Sing-Ind
'You didn't give (it) to me and you are giving

(it) to him.!

2.%3.2. Unit Verb Fhrase
This unit phrese shows the action relationship where two

actions are looked at as one.
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vV = %‘(Mar: VST)4...‘+ Huc: VbT,Df |

’The clause 1evelyslots occﬁrring betweeh the margin and

nucleus slots (or between margin and margin slots) are the
lacatioh and object slots. Their oocurrénce ié the same as - '
described in 2.2.1. (Completei’action)., With Di-transitive — /'(A;
verbs there is also a possibility of Bemefoctive and Indirect
;Obgect globs ocecurring bet;een the narg :in and nucleus slot

The superscript 4 indicates that the mdrgln slot has been

noted to occur up to four times.

e.Z. vara hiri var~gg.;. ‘get hang up get-Seq 3rd Fers
Sing S3 ‘'he got (it) and hung (i5) (on his

shoulder), getting (A6)eeet

utu raririima yapa _Ki-00... héld 7pu1l put do-Seq
3rd Pers Sing S8 the héid,'pulled and put (it)
completely..;f’ B |
huda nii-ni mmi-i... cook me-Ben give—Cohd;
'when you cocok and give fOr messs
- Ver

vita ni nis-nee. get me give-2nd rfers Ilmp Get

(it) and give (it) to me.'

2.3.3. Sustained Action LA ‘n
Vv = (+ Huc:. vb<<ee> Class l 1T (glug))

Only the Olass I and II veLb stems inflected with the
sequence actlon singular suffixes are repeated to show sustained

or prolongedzactlon. This verb phrase can be reneuued again
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and again for emphasis. :
e.g. Vi-00 Vi-00... go-Seq Brdefefs Sing 85 go=-Seq 3rd
Pers Sing SS... 'He went and went...'

vari-oo vari-oo... sit-Seq 3rd Pers Sing S5 sit-

Seq 3rd Pers Sing S8... ‘'he sat and smb...'

The Class ILII verb stems inflected for singular and plural
and the Class I and IT stems inflected for plural show this
action by the occquence of the Continuous sufflxea represented

re,aldpll(‘,a;"lon
by <}né> (see 1l.4.) or by e%e—feeeet of the stem plus the

continuous suifixes.

e.g. vi-da-da... go-Seqg Pl 8S-Cont 'they went and wenteoo!

,'nuai-nno-nno... walk-Seq 3rd Pers Sing S55-Cont 'he

walked and walked...'

nua(l) nuai-nno-nno... walk walk-Seq Zrd Fers

Sing ©8-Cont ‘'he walked and walked'.
\vi vi-da-da... go go=-Seq Pl 55-Cont 'they went
and wenbtees!'
Sustained action is aiso‘shown ﬁith allkhree/verb class
stems by a repeat of the tertiary stem plus -ma. (The vowel
on the final stem of Class II verbs is lengthnened and Class III
stems ending in fgg have a reduced form.) (For -ma see 2.2.11.)
There is an optional occurrence of the continuous actlon suffix ’

lx, ‘
of the succeeding ClaneA <:1na> see l.4.)

€.g. na veenna-ivaa huds nnaa nnaa-ma-ina nzia~-u-noo.

I food-Obj cook eat eat-ma-Cont come-lst Pers
Sing Past-Ind. 'I cooked food and ste and ate

and (now) I am coming.'
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vaa na idsaa yeenna mmi mmili-ma kua-u-vai. FPast

I them(Pl inc) food give give-gg go-1lst Pers
S5ing rast-Stat. 'I have already given and given
food to them and gone.f

ta buaa buaa-ma tee-da... we search search-ma

see-Seq Pl SS... 'We searched and searched and sw...'

The Completive and Continuous verb phrases also repeat to
show sustained or prolonged action.

€ele Cdmpletive Action verb phrase.

puara-ivaa - h-oo vara ki-oo vara ki-oo h-00...
pig—Obj shoot-Seq 3rd Pers Sing'SS get -do-Seq Brd
Pers Sing S8 gét do-5.q 3rd Pers Sing S35 shoot-Seq
3rd Pers.Sing 3S 'he shot and got pigs over and
over againe..'!
Continuous Action verb phrase.

fayai-vaa h-oo vari-kio h-oo vari-kio-kio...

o

animal-Obj shoot-Seq 3rd Fers Sing SS sit-Seq 3rd
Pers Sing Ds shoot-Seq 3rd Fers Sing S5 sit-Deg
3rd Pers Sing Ds-Cont 'he continued to shoot animals

over and over again...'

2eDelts Reflexive_Action 
Vv = ( + Mur: Empipro + HNuc: vs)2 + any usual inflection
he margin slot is manifested by the 3rd person emphatic

pronouns ari singular and‘n@iari plural. The nucleus slot is
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manifested by tThe tértiary verT stem. (Class III stems ending
in -ma have a reduced stem). This unit is repéated twice (with

the vowel on the final stem of Class II verbs lengbhened) and
Hhen e e $of’f\u occurs

‘then it aéts like a Class III verb vhlch ends in Xia. ’Hgg*”“e'ﬁmﬁkww as a
G"m whiel oceurs

B i
. . . e in ﬁr hrases.
e.g. &4ri mmi arl mmllkla—g;noo. himself give mséifﬁ ’

give-3rd Pers Pl-Ind 'they gave among each other.'
Note: 'Give' is a Class II verb but in this verb
phrase becomes a Class III verb.

sri mmi ari mmii-ma ra-da... himself give himself

give-ma move-Seq Pl SB8... 'while giving to each

othere..'

‘nepiari ubu ngiari ubuu-da rapua-a-vei. themselves

‘hold themselves hokd-Seq P1 Ss fight-3rd Pers
Pl Past-5tat 'They held each other and fought.'

ari utu ari utuu-ma T-00... himself hold

himself hold-ma move-Seq 3rd Pers Sing SS...

‘while holding each other...'

nnummue-re ngiari ouaa ngieri buse-ma ra-da...’
lice-Pur +themselves search themselves search-ma
move-Seq ¥l S8 'while tney were searching for

lice among themselves...'

2.%3.5. Benefactive Verb Fhrase
‘ i e ‘. —-— . '\, - !
Vv = + War: vg<;#> + Q(voi}+- no) + -ra( + Huc:)vb kia 'te say
+<ee(nd)>
The margin slot is manifesved by a verb inflected with the

Past ense-person—number suffix plus the Perfect Aspect-Benefactive
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combined suffix plus -ra ‘Dufposive'; ~The nucleus ot 1is
manifested by the verb kla 'te say' inflected by sequence action
same subject suffixes.

€.8. &a yoosinna varia-nna-kuaa-no-ra Lti-eenna... you

place sit-2nd rers Sing Past-2nd Pers Sing Perf-
Benef—?ﬁr say-Seq 2nd rers Sing... 'You sat

in the villagé for the purpose of benefitting
yourself...' | | |

This vero phrase also ocecurs with a noun manlfestln the

margin slot. (1.e. Mar: + <: naé} + -no + -ra )

g.g. ni fayal—nnda-no—ra ti-00 di t-00 wva-i-noo.

my animal-Cbj-Ben-Fur say=-Seq 3vd Yers Sing SS

me se-Seq 3rd Fers Sing S8 be-3rd Pers Sing Pas t-xnd.

'N¥ animal (being for the purpose of my benefit)
is looking at me.' | |
'vThe suffix -nnaa répresents a particular form of Object
suffix which occurs with nouns when certain suffixation follows.
When nouns end with lengthened vowels or ai or au the suffix is

-nnuu. When ending in single vowelsﬁthe suffix is -2a.

2 4. Nesting. E?nbedduxj

It is possible for certain of . the verb phrases described
above to be embedded within another verb phrase.

The possiblevoccurrénce‘Of these phrases manifesting the
margin slots of the completive, continubus, progressive, &
simultaneous phrases 1s as>foliDWS,

Completive action phrase has possible embedding of:-
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unit: verb phrase | |
idiomatic verb phrase
reflexive verb phrase
progreséive action
sustained action

negative verb phrase

'Cohtinuous action phrase has poSsible embedding of:-
completive action | | o

unit verb phrase

idiomatic verb phrasé

reflexive verb phrase

Frogressive action phrase has possible embedding-of;;
completive acticn | |

unit verb phrase

idiomatic verb phrase

reflexive verb phrase

sustained action

impending action

he simultaneous action phrase has possivle embedding of:-

reflexive verb phrase

The purposive action phrase has possible embedding of:=-

conditional action
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The unit verb phrase has possible embedding in the nucleus
slotv ofﬁ— | | v
completive‘action
kidiomatic verb phrase
continuous action

simultaneous

The sustained action phrase occurs embedded within the

Completive“action phrase.

Purther expsnsion has been noted where up to four of these
verb phrases are embedded within each other. Up to three embedded
phrases are more usual. | ”

The general ordering_is:—

unIT COMPLETIVE CONTINUOUS PROGRESSIVE

IDIOMATIC

The combinations noted are:-

UNTT COMPLELIVE PROGRESSIVE
hara 'suvhai kiooduu teecdae s
push ; :
stiek block .80 see
PU?LO;\S )

"Jhile he was .sticking (something) and blocking}(it), they saw...

i : I : f . i 3
R RO I S SRR (A N R I ST T e
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COMPLEDIVE CONTINUOUS - FROGRESSIVE
ruputu kiee variee - Taukoe e
hit - do sit ' see

50,

'While I was in the prdceSs of hitting completely, I saw...'

UNIT COMPLETIVE CONTINUOUS PROGRISE

IVE

{
]
I -
huda nnaa  kKiadae varida - Launnano...
" cook  eat do sit see

'hile we were in the process of cooking and eating

WE SaWess'

IDIOMATIC GO

‘LEﬂIVE CONTINUOUS ROGRESSIV
l )
: 1
! ! |
pnoori  raar kiegs  variee ibauko.senilo
water move do - osit see

completely,

'While I wzs in the process of washing completely, I @W.os'

The completlve and 1d10matlc ohrase

unit verb phrase.

‘embbdded within the

’hen this bahes place these two phrases

cannot occur after the unlt phrase (as gaown in bhe gvaerul

order).

An example of IDIOMAﬁ ROG?ﬁS%IJE

COMPLETIVE

has

The occurrence of the‘progressive action prior

to the completive action eliminatesfthevgbssibility of the
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progressive action occurring after the completive as shown in
the general order.

e.g. IDIOMATIC PROGRESSIVE COMPLETIVE

()

|

‘nnoori reeda  taa  kiadaeee

water move see do

'While we were washing we saw completely...'

An example of ﬁhe'cmmpletiVe action verb phrase nesting
in the margin slov ofianbther completive action verb phrase
has been noted. This occurs when tWo completive action verb
phrases occur as a unit and thiS'compound action is completed.
- When this takes place in the Far Past certain contractions take
place with the 2nd and 3rd person singular and the plural.
-The nucleus slots of the two vefb phfases acting as a uni®
are. always inflected with sequence action same éubject suffixes.
The full form of the extended phrase as.seen in‘the lst person

is as follows:-

'na rau ki-ee rada ki-ee kia-a-du-duu... I fasten
do=8eq 1lst Pers Sing 55 unfasten . do-Seq Ist Pers Sing
SS-do-1st Pers Sing Far Past-Seq DS-Cont 'I fastened

(completely) unfastened (completely) and completed

this over and over again...' (speaking of a fence)

The two completive verb phrases rau kiee rada kiee act

~ as a unit (this unit can be repeated to emphasise the repeated
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actlon) and this unit manifests the margin slot of a further
Qompletive verb phrase. The dcthH of this verb ohraue is then

done continually.

With the second person the form is:-

t— ———

a rau ki-ce rada ki-eenna-nna kioo=-duu... you fasten
do-Seq 2nd Pers Sing'SS unfasten do-Seq 2nd Pers 5ing

1

uk—bont “do=Seq D%...*‘ 'You fastened (completely)
unfastened (compleuely) and completed this over and

over again..e.'

The continuous action suffix occurs on the compound action
verb manifesting the margin slo® instead of on the verb nanifesting

the nucleus slot.

The third person example foliowing shows the omission of
the verb manifesving the nucleus‘slot and the inflection occurs
on the margin slot. | | |
e.g. ivo rau ki-oo gggg' giﬁgg—ggfggg... he fasten
~do-Seq 3rd Pérs Sing 55 unfastenéd do—Se%Brd
Pers Sing 6S~Seq Do—Cont... k‘He fastaned’(completely)
unfastened (completely) and completed this over
and over avdin..;‘ |
(In the Fast Lense, only The third person olngular shows
this contraction. ALY obther persons &;e regular with the ver b

kiaa 'to do' occurring in the nucleus slot.)
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In the plural the stem of the verb kiaa is lost and -u plus
following inflection occurs suffixed to the marginvslot.
e.g. ta rsu kia-da rada kia-da-u-du-duu... we fasten
do—Seq‘Pl S8 unfasten do-Seq Fl SB-u-Seq DS-Cont...
'e fastened (completely) unfastened (completely)v

and com@leted this over and‘over 8gailess’
2.5, Other Uses of the Independent and Dependent Verbs

Independent verbs occur in dependent constructions and
dependent verbs occur in independent constructions when certain

inflection is added.
2.5.,1., Independent verbs in dependent constructions

Verbs with usual independent verb infleCtion when inflected
with -vai Stative, <§X§£>Perfect or (<&va£} + -no) Benefactive
occur in dependent constructions with the continuous action
suffixes represented by <}ig§> added. In tﬁevfollowing examples
the pertinent verb is double underlined. | |

e.g5. nene kavii-vaa nnaasu huda nn-ee Varia-u-vai-nna

—

a nii-ni hayoo-vaa ruputu var-ee ngia-nna-noo.

I(emphatic) sweet potato-Obj only cook eat=0eq
lost Fers Sing 5SS sit-lst Pers Sing Past-Stat-Cont
you me=-Ben wallaby-Obj hit get-Seq 2nd Pers

Sing 88  come-2nd Fers Sing Past-Ind 'T myseld
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sat and cooked and ate sweet potatoes only and
you killed and are bringing a wallaby for me.'

nnaaru ta iya pikia-da Gtii-ra-ya-ida vari-da-da

tummua~a-noo. a long time ago we you(pl) leave-

feq PL 85 come down-Far Past-Pl Perf-Cont sit-
| Seq Pl 55-Cont come dbwn—2nd Pers P1 Fast-Ind
1'We‘had left you & long btime ago an& come down
and you sat and sat and are coming.'s

hama a vas aa-vau yari-ee nnaa-nna-kuag-no-onna

na numa... leg you Past this-on sit-5eq 2nd Pers
Sing 85 eat-2nd Pers 3ing Past—2nd Persbﬁing
Perf-Ben~-Cont I come Up... ‘'You haVen't
already sat here and eaten for your bénefit and

I come Upee.'

Verbs inflected with the usual independent Imperative
suffixes form a dependent construction when further suffixed

with the suffix -ra purposive.

e.g. a rikiasa-nee-ra na i kia-u-kai hama a rikiaa-

nna-noo. you hear-Sing‘Imp-?ur I you say-lst
Pers 5ing PasﬁQSeq 2nd Pers Sing D8 Neg you
hear-2nd Fers Sing‘East-Ind. "Sokthat you might
heaf I an speaking tb'you and you are not

listening.'
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2.5.2. Dependent verbs in independent constructions

Dependent constructions in the Far Past tense have a
particular Far Past verb stemrﬁseeﬁlxl.) and Far'Past tense-
pers on-number suffixes (see l.4.).  These verb stems plus
sufflxes oceur with certain independent verb suffixes maxlnm
only cecon

the construction independent. These suffixes are -na Narrative, of Ks s

—nnara Sympathetic -nnee Interrogative, orlvai Perfect.

e.g. vuai-vaa  toori-ivo yi-00 taro-na. one-Cbj bamboo-

Subj go-Seq 3rd Pers Sing 55 pass through~Narr.

'One's bamboo was long.'

o'
o]
o}

a @aa-vau vari-oo nnoo-nna-nnara. SOrry you

|

_—_—

this-on sit-Seq 2nd Pers Sing S5 eat-2nd Pers

Sing Past-Sym 'Sorry, you sat here and ates’

nnaaru a Loo-duu vaidi-ivo varuu—nnee. a long

‘.-z-——-————v

time before ‘you see-Seq Far Past DS man-Subj

sit-Ig 'A long time ago did you see this man

when he was living?'

Perfect
With theAlndenendent suffixes occurrlnCT with the Far Past

dependént verb stems, the construction still shows a certain

‘dependency upon the following sentence.
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e.%e YO Vaa na nau- tummuaa-va. Aaenna  kua-nara.
—— e remnane SRR, - :
yes Past I yesterday come-lst Pers Sing Perf
this-0bj go-Sing Fut. 'Yes, I already came

yesterday. I will go today.'

The suffixes -vVee Indloatlve and -nnee Interrocablve occur
gufflxed to the sequence. action same subaect sufflxes with
certain restrictions. The -vee only oceurs on the verb mani-
festing thé predicate of the clause following a particular
future conditional action. (This construction is described
under Fubure Conditional Action 1.4.)

e.g. ki-i na aa-vau yapa ki-ge-vee. do-Cont I this-
on put do-Seq lst rers Sing 58-Ind 'If you
allows
se5, I must put it here.' (i.e. 'Allow me to
put it here.') TNote that when -vee occurs with
Class T and II verbs the:mii form of the seqguence
action same subject suffix (see <Egg(ggz> 1od.)

does not occur. ' ' [

The -nnee suffix occurs on ﬁhe—fa%%—%efm—e{ the sequence action
l"c‘c\-",'!o«h S‘L( Wt peccurs on ﬂi\z.-fu“ vfcr'm

same oubaecb suiilxes Qﬁth Class I & 11 verbs £i.e. -eena>. Sinqular

see 1.4.)'

e.g. & vari-eenna-nnee. you sit-Seq 2nd Pers Sing 55-~1g

'Are you sitting?' (i.e. 'Are you there?')
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Phe -nnee Interrogative suffix also occurs suffixed to &
shortened form of the Wegative Verb phrase. The nucleus slot

of the verb phrase is omittedvand the interrogative is suffixed

‘to the form of the verb manifesting the margin slot.

O.

e.g. mo hama a mmi-ra-ma-nnee. well Neg you give-Nomr-
ma-Ig =~ 'Well, didn't you give (him any)?' (Lhe
. meaning is the same as if the whole phrase were

there.)

2.6.Conclusion

This study of the verbs and verb phrases has helped determine
and clarify a number of morphemes with‘homophonous forms. UThe
actibn rélationships'within the phrases and the particular |
relationship of verbs and verb phrases with the succeeding

clause has also been clarified. The,study of the particular

details of the great number of phrases described, end the

combinationsg seen in the nesting of these,phraSQS'has given
deeper insight into the'intricate verb structure of the Waffa

language.
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Footnotes.

1Thé Zastern Family of languages (Gadsupﬁﬁuyana-Awaafairora)&é,
defined by S.A. Wurm in "justralian New Guinea Highlands
Languéges and the Distribution of their'Typological ?eatureé'

(American Anthropologist, Part 2, Vol. 66, Number 4). The

~J
a0y
o
5
vy

authors lived in the village @f Kusing at the,ﬁeadwaters of thé
Waffa river and collected material forfthis paper‘over a total
of three years during 1962-1969. Grateful acknowledgement is
giveﬁ to members of the Summer Institute of Linguistics who
assisted with analysis, particUlérly Richard Lloyd who gave

helpful comments on the first draft of this puper.
2

'he Phonemes of Waffa have been described in "Waffa
Phonemes” (Mary Stringer & Joyce Hotz) which is to be published
in Te Reo and are as follows: b,d,g,p,t;k,q,v,f,s,h,m,n,ng,mm,
nn,y,r,a,e,i,o,u,

5Described in "Nominal Slot Fillers in Waffa", unpublished

paper by Joyce Hotz and Mary Stringer 1969.



Avol - Avolitional

Ben -~ Benefactive

Com - Comparative

Cond -~ Conditional
Cont - Continuous
Contg - Continuing

Ctf - Contrary to fact
Desid - Desiderative

DS -~ Different Subject

DT - Ditransitive
Dub - Dubitative
Emp - Emphatic pronoun
Frust - rrustrative
Fut -~ FMuture

Ig - Interrogative
Imp - Imperative
inc - inclusive
Ind - Indicative

I7 - Intransitive
Narr = Narrative
Neg - Negative

Nom - Nominal

Nomr - Nominaliser
Obj - Object

Perf - Perfect

Persg - Person

Pl - Plural

FPres - Present

Pur - Purposive
Reft -~ Referent

Seq - Sequence
Simul -~ Simultancous
Sing - Singular

S35 - Same Subgject
Stat - Stative

gubj - ?ubje%ﬁ\
gl
T - Transitive

Wwaffa Syntax--Verbs and Verb Phruses.

‘Key to Dbxamples
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