Language and Culture Archives

Bartholomew Collection of Unpublished Materials

SIL International - Mexico Branch

© SIL International

NOTICE

This document is part of the archive of unpublished language data created by
members of the Mexico Branch of SIL International. While it does not meet SIL
standards for publication, it is shared “as is” under the Creative Commons Attribution-
NonCommercial-ShareAlike license (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-
sa/4.0/) to make the content available to the language community and to researchers.

EEOE

[ S~ BY_NC_SA_

SIL International claims copyright to the analysis and presentation of the data
contained in this document, but not to the authorship of the original vernacular
language content.

AVISO

Este documento forma parte del archivo de datos lingtiisticos inéditos creados por miembros
de la filial de SIL International en México. Aunque no cumple con las normas de
publicacion de SIL, se presenta aqui tal cual de acuerdo con la licencia "Creative Commons
Atribucion-NoComercial-Compartirlgual” (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-
sa/4.0/) para que esté accesible a la comunidad y a los investigadores.

Los derechos reservados por SIL International abarcan el andlisis y la presentacién de los
datos incluidos en este documento, pero no abarcan los derechos de autor del contenido
original en la lengua indigena.



CHONTAL CROPS
Submitted by Kathrvn Keller

Hay, 194



The Indians of Tapotzin-o, a typical Ohontal town, raise two
main crops—-corn and beans. The fieclds are out from the center of the villars,
and mav be either ownad or rentad hv the man who cultivates them. The size
is dependent or the waalth, ambition, and size family of the person. It
is oftenshe case that a man nossesses more tillable lend hban he plents,
and many families go hunrry between crops as a result.

There are two times of the year for plantin: corn--lMay and
Jine, and Wbeember and December. TIn prevaration for nlantin~, the people
do rot, plow or harrow, bt simply cut down the wseds with th» machetr,
I» Mav and Tune, the dry season, the £islds are also "irned, There ias a
gavrinm that the singine of the loenst 48 the harbin~er of svmmer plantine

time.

The srains of corn ars placed in s hol»s in the sround made with
the m~chete or a pointed stick and is a'out four inches deep, Ther are
not cnvered. Tor fifteen days after plantin: som~one atays in the
~inld all day lones with his sline shot to chnse the hirds away. A little
hoy can earn ahout 25 cerntavos a day for this worlky Then abont two and
a half sonths after planting, when the ears bepin to come, it is neressary
to watch for birds acain. The worst enemies of the corn are the hirds,
which are more numerons near the tovms. Rats, ants, worms, crasshoppers.
dors at richt, and cccasionally the floods and heat of the sun also
take their toll,

The been crop is smaller and there is only one planting a
year~=ovember and Decemher, Rlack beans are most common, thourh there

are some white ones as well., They are planted in the same manner as



the corn, but not watched so closely. About three and a half months is
neresscary for maturine, and the plants reach a meter and e half in
heirht. The people know abecut rotation of crops, and follow the vrin-
ciple to some derree,

The ¢reatest amount of the harvest is used locally for food,
hut some is sold to the heighborﬁng Méxican town of Wacajuca. A few
sweet potatoes, squash, rice, »nd swall tomatoes are srown, as well as
coffee and cocoa, and tropical fruits such as the mange, vapaya, oransges,

and lemons,



