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1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 General Information

The Karo/Rawa language is a Papuan Language in the Gusap/Mot language family,
located on both the northern and southern slopes of the Finnisterre Mountains in the
Madang Province of Papua New Guinea. The Rawa speakers are located on the
Ramu Valley side of the Finisterres. Their villages vary from 3,500 feet to 7,000 feet in
elevation; and the Karo speakers are located on the Rai Coast side of the range. Their
villages range from sea level on the coast up to 5,000 feet in elevation. There are
approximately 6000 Rawa speakers and 4000 Karo speakers in this language group.
The Karo dialect is approximately 97% cognate with the Rawa dialect.

This data has been collected (from Nov 1973—July 1988) mostly from personal
compilation of text materials; concordances; writers’ workshops of native authored
stories; elicited data from headmen and our translation team; and from texts procured
with the tape recorder.

For this grammar paper, over 45 different texts have been examined. These texts
include first and third person accounts of true experience stories, legends, origin
stories, procedural texts, hortative texts, prayer discourse, descriptive texts, letters of
correspondence, both autobiographical and biographical texts, as well as recent
history texts. In procuring these texts, careful attention was made to include all kinds
of people: young/old, literate/nonliterate, male/female, people from the Rawa I and 11
areas and from the Karo dialect as well.

For the first edition of our Grammar Essentials (May 30—June 24, 1977), our main
language helper was Yunu Megu, from Tauta Village. Our technical consultants
were Peter Siltzer, from the SIL Irian Jaya Branch; and Dr Robert Litteral and June
Head, from the SIL Papua New Guinea Branch. For the Reference Grammar done in
1988, Dr Elaine M. Good from the SIL Pacific Area was our technical consultant.

In the vernacular text examples included in this paper, / means clause breaks and //
means sentence breaks.

1.2 Brief Overviewof the Karo/Rawa Language

The Rawa language has 24 letters in its alphabet consisting of six vowels: 4, ¢, 4, o, 00,
and #: and eighteen consonants; 4, &, g, 4, #, /, m, mb, n, nd, ng, ngg, p, 1, s, t, w, and y. The o0
letter represents the backed /Of phoneme or the [au] sound.
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In the Rawa dialect there are no voiced stops—only aspirated and unaspirated
voiceless stops. Thus the p, ¢, £ letters represent the aspirated voiceless stops and the 4,
d, g letters represent the unaspirated voiceless stops. The /r/ phoneme freely alternates
with /l/ phoneme according to the speaker’s discretion.

In the Karo dialect, the 4, 4, g, represent voiced stops. The Karo people tend to use a
much higher percentage of the /l/ phoneme and the Rawa people use the /rf phoneme
more.

All the prenasalized stops méb, nd, ng, ngg and the vowel 0o’ each pattern together as a
single phoneme.

Stress in the Karo/Rawa language is phonemic and therefore non-predictable. The
primary stress always occurs on either the first or second syllable. The secondary
stress occurs two syllables after the primary stress. In the example below, the
primary and secondary stress will be capitalized to show where they occur and the
syllables will be separated by a ‘..

1)

ga.NA.ye.Roo.te ‘he is deceiving them’

WE.ngge Re.ngge.re ‘to trip’
There are two basic syllable patterns: vowel (V) and consonant vowel (CV). In the
initial syllable of a word, either V or CV may occur; elsewhere only CV. Two vowels

may not occur contiguously in a word. In the examples below the words are divided
into syllables with the use of a ‘. and the functors are separated with a hyphen ‘-’

@

\Y Ccv

U. -te
go.down -prt.3s
‘He is going down.’

\% Cv

a. wa

‘father’

Cv Cv cv Cv Qv
Ga. na. -ye.  roo. -tef]

deceive -them -prt.3s
‘He is deceiving them.’
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CV GV Cv

i, yo. mi

‘bad’
The sentence ordering of the Karo/Rawa language is S O V (subject object verb).
€)

subj obj verb

Don i yo-ro maketi-no  u-wo.//

Don string.bag get-ss market-to go.down-pt.3s
‘Don got a string bag and went down to the market.

Sentences tend to be rather lengthy. Verbs carry the principal semantic load of the
clause.

(4) Text 85.1; Clauses 1-3:

Verb Verb
No kuri-mi  bodaga-no ko te-wero e-rof st
1s before-int little-loc  work dodes say-ss string.bag

Verb Verb Verb
yo-ro/ duge yo-ro] kopi ko-no u -wo-no-wo.|/
get-ss/ knife get-ss/ coffee garden-loc go.down-pt-1s-rpt

‘Before, when I was little, I decided I wanted to do some work (so) I got (my)
string bag, my knife, (and) I went down to the coffee garden.’

The verb final of the sentence has tense, person number, or aspect markers. For an
example of the usual tense and person number on verb final, observe the final verb
affixes in the preceding example four.

o) Final Verb Completive Aspect Affix -yingo:

Ene ma ombu-yingo.//
3s  not come-comp}
‘He did not come.’

The medial verbs connect the clauses together with same subject marker -7v; or
different subject marker -fo--f ~ -fo0--¢; or the imperative -y# marker.
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©)

()

®

©

Same Subject Medial Verb Marker -rv:

Ene sipedi yo-rol roonge-ro/ ko-no oore-wo./l
3s spade get-ss walk-ss  garden-to go.up-pt.3s
‘She got her spade, hiked and went up to her garden.’

Text 85.1; Clauses 64-66: Different Subject Medial Verb Marker -70 --4: (speaker
excluded from the previous clause action):

Ngundiro e-ro/  ene-ndo duge gura nu-noo-ro-ni/

same say-ss/ 3s-ag  knife another me-give-ds-3s.e/

ngu-nonggo nowoondo-ne mete-mi  ingo-yingo.//
this-from stomach-1s good-very feel-compl

‘She said that and gave me another knife and from that my stomach felt good
again.’

Text 85.4; Clauses 33-35: Different Subject Medial Verb Marker -f00-¢: (speaker
included in the previous clause action):

Nasiyoo-too-we, kokingo ye-to-nt ngu, no-ndo yo-rof

warm.up-ds-1s.i hot put-ds-3s.e when 1s-ag get-ss

nombo dabemi-mo ye-yingo.|/
ashes byside-of put-compl

‘I warmed it up, and when it became hot, I got it and put it by the side of the
fireplace.’

Medial Verb Imperative Marker -ya:

Yo-ya  ombu.]/
get-imp come
‘Get it and come.’

When the different subject marker -z0 -7 (speaker excluded from the previous clause
action marker), ~ -f00 -¢ (speaker included in the previous clause action marker) is
used, the person number marker occurs second affix order with either the -7 or the -¢
marker attached to it according to whether or not the speaker has been inciuded in the
previous clause action. Observe the medial verb different subject marker (-#0 -7) when
the speaker is excluded from the previous clause action, in example seven. In example
eight, observe the different subject medial verb marker (f00-¢) when the speaker is
included in the previous clause action.
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Extended noun phrases are used to introduce new material in a discourse. After that it
will be referred to again with either a shortened form, a generic form, or a pronoun.

Suffix markers on nouns indicate: locative, possession, inclusion, agentivity,
instrument, plurality, definite artcle, discourse prominence. Up to five suffix orders
on nouns have been observed.

(10)  Text 85.15; Clause 46: Nouns displaying the following affixation: -m#
‘possession’, -ngga ‘definite article singular’, -## ‘discourse prominence’, and -
woore ‘locative’:

Asa era-marawesa  eraya-ga-ku ngu
“Then, 2-close.friends 2-def-prom that

boonge-mu-ngga-ku-woore u-wo-riyowo.//
landslide-poss-def-prom-on.top.of go.down-pt-2d.rpt
“Then the two very close friends went down on top of the landslide.’
(11)  Noun displaying the following affixation: -y2 ‘accompaniment’, -ndo
‘agentivity’:

Oni-ndo Neyuro-ya  mande e-wero.f|
man-ag Neyuro-incl words say-des
“The man wants to talk with Neyuro.’

(12)  Text 85.1; Clauses 41-43: Noun displaying -#¢ ‘possessive’, and -mbo

‘instrument’:
Bibite-ro,| sendo-ro, | kondipo ke-ne-mbo mera  se-we  sa-yingo.|/
sit-ss, cry-ss all leg-1s.poss-inst ground dig-des go-compl

‘I sat down, cried, and dug out all the dirt (in the fireplace) with my foot.’
(13) Noun displaying -dodo ‘plurality’:

Bare-dodo  kuri kopi  ko-no u-yingo./|
woman-all already coffee garden-to go.down-compl
‘All of the women have already gone down to the coffee garden.’

Pronouns have fewer markers than nouns and only one suffix may be used on
pronouns at a time. The pronominal suffix markers show possession, locatives,
inclusion, agentivity, and emphatic ( ene -su nangge ‘he only’).
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(14)  Pronouns displaying -ndo ‘agentivity’ and -no ‘locative’:

No-ndo ge-no mande e-wero./|
1s-ag  2s-to words say-des
‘I want to talk to you.’

(15)  Pronouns displaying -ys ‘inclusive’;

No-ndo geya mande e-wero.f/
1s-ag  2s-incl words say-des
‘I want to talk with you.’

Note: Examples 14 and 15 show alternative ways of saying the same thing.
(16)  Pronouns displaying -70 and -m# ‘possessive affixes’:

Oone-ro-mu? No-ro-mu [/
who-poss-poss? 1s-poss-poss
‘Whose 1s this? It’s mine.’

(17)  Pronouns displaying -so nangge ‘emphatic affix’;

No-so  nangge ngu ko re-wo-no.[/
Is-emp only that work do-pt-1s
‘T alone did that work.’

The third person singular pronoun #gu (also used as a demonstrative pronoun ‘that’)
and the demonstrative pronoun nga ‘this’ are the exceptions to the other pronouns and
the types of suffixes it may have. Even though ng# (third person singular) and nga are
pronouns, they also may function as a noun because all of the noun suffixes may
occur on it. The only pronominal suffix that #g# (3sing.) and nge ‘this’ do not use is the
emphatic suffix.
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2. WORD BOUNDARIES

A word in Rawa consists of one or more morphemes which cannot be broken down
further without loss of meaning,

Word boundaries are determined by the following criteria:

o The various clitics that occur only word final:
(present -past -future tense, person number, remote past tense, desirative or
completive aspect; climax, definite, prominence affixes; relative clause affixes;
medial verb affixes; locative affixes)

e Individual word stress and intonation.
(See Section 1.1 for more information on stress and intonation.)

¢ The emic feeling of the people as to the natural word boundaries. The Karo/Rawa
people have an intuitive feel as to where the word breaks would be.

Some Karo/Rawa words consist of only one phoneme and may occur with no
affixation.

13)
1. u
‘go down’
2. ¢
‘talk’
3. oo
‘something’

Numerous words are composed of only one morpheme.

(19

1. A
‘yam’

2. ne
‘eat’
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3 no
‘I’

4 nu
‘bird’

5 yo
‘get)

The majority of the words consist of a stem plus affixation.

(20)

1. y-uro
them-hit.prt.2sp
‘hit them!’

2. y-uroo-te-nggo

them-hit-pre-3pl

‘they are hitting (killing) them’
3. yu-no

them-give

‘give it to them?!’
4. yu-noo-te-nggo

them-hit-prt-3p

‘they are giving it to them’
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3. STEMS

Simple stems composing the base or core of the word can be composed of as few as a
single morpheme or many morphemes without affixation.

21)

1. biyoms
‘bad’

2. sanggirs
‘angry’

3. momungo
‘round’

4. ons
‘man’

5. bare
‘woman’

3.1 Derived Stems

Derived stems are words which when different affixes are added to it, change its
normal usage and assume the position of 1ts new function is the sentence.

3.1.1 Nouns Becoming Verbals

Nouns may be converted into verbs with the verbal tense affixes such as the
following: -fe (present tense) -wa (future tense) -wo (past tense) -we (desirative). The
simple noun stem takes a verbal tense, may take person number as well and then it
functions as a verb.

22)
1. sangga sangga-we

spear spear-des

‘spear’ ‘to desire to spear’
2. doonge-ne doonge-te

eye-my look-prt.3s

‘my eyes’ ‘he is looking’
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3. engge engge-wa
fruit maturing-ft.3s
‘fruit’ ‘it will mature’
4. engge-te engge-wo
fruit-pre.3s fruit-pt.3s
‘it has borne fruit’ ‘it bore fruit’

3.1.2 Verbs Converted to Nouns—INominalization

Verbs may also be nominalized. This is used in texts or speech when a foreign term
(when no Karo/Rawa word is available for it) needs to be used but the speaker prefers
to use a nominalized verb instead to describe it. These verbs occur as nouns, or as a
descriptive adjective modifying the noun in the Modified Noun Phrase, Appositional
Noun Phrase. The nominalizers consist of a verb plus the nominalizer -weroyi.

CHART 1
verb stem nominalizer
any verb stem -weroys
(23)
1.  ne-weroyi (RA-3)
eat-nom
‘kitchen’

2. sonowoo-weroyi (RA-14)
wash-nom
‘wash basin’

3. keno-weroys (RA-13)
look-nom

~ ‘view’

4. gimu-weroyt (RA-7)
bat3s-nom
‘shower’

The preceding examples were taken from a text descnbmg our three room staff house
at our Linguistic Center to the man’s father-in-law back in the village who hadn’t
seen it before. Things like showers, kitchen, table, windows, cupboards, etc. were all
described using nominalizers where there wasn’t an equivalent term in the
vernacular,

10
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3.2 Compound Stems

Compound stems are used freely in everyday speech and in text materials. New
compound words are created when existing Karo/Rawa words are not adequate to
describe a foreign situation. Compound stems have two or more core stems used
together to make a new word with a different meaning. They may take affixes
according to the noun or verb slot in which it 1s used. Those with verb affixation
occur in the verb slot and those with noun affixation occur in the noun slots of the
subject, object and locative slots on the clause level.

CHART 2: COMPOUND STEMS

+stem 1 +stem 2 *stem 3 * affix
noun noun noun noun affix
noun verb verb affix
noun adj noun affix
verb verb verb affix
adjfadv verb verb affix
verb adjfadv #
(24)
1. oni-simoo-bare = ‘people’
man-boy-woman
2. towi-kumba = ‘clothes’
material-wearing.apparel
3. kumbe-ye-ro = ‘inside of pot’
pot-put-ss
4. rowi-dogoni = ‘policeman’
material-short’
5. yo-ye = ‘fence in; contain’
get-put
6. an-ye = ‘itis dry’
dry-put
7. yo-niningoo = ‘straighten’

get-straight

11
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8  Si-ye-te
string.bag-put-prt.3s
9. wata-ye
pile-put
10. 4e-yo
leg-get
11. ende-yo
village-get

12. u-r-oore
go.down-go.up

Note: In example 12, because of the CV pattern, two vowels may not occur
contiguously together (the g0 phoneme patterns as one vowel). Thus the #
and oo are an unallowable pattern; so the 7 is inserted in this compound
word to conform to this restraint. Thus, # ‘go down’ plus oore ‘go up’

‘She is filling her string bag.’

‘to heap’
‘to track’

‘to walk’

‘to go down & up’

becomes #-r-00re in a compound.

When compound nouns are either kinship or body parts, then there is an obligatory

suffix possession marker at the end.

CHART 3

+stem 1

+stem 2

+ POSS

kinship word

kinship word

poss suffix

@25

1. simoo-nambo-ye
boy-daughter-3s poss

2. nango-simoo-ngge
" sons-boy-2s.poss

3. nambo-simoo-ngge
daughter-boy-2s.poss

4.  omu-kumundoo-ne
nose-mouth-1s.poss

12

= ‘his family’

= ‘(all) your sons’

= ‘(all) your children’

‘my face’




Reference Grammar of the Karo/Rawa Language

4. WORD LEVEL

4.1 Nouns

Nouns are words that refer to objects, people, or entities relevant to the discourse.
This relationship of a noun to its referent is a specific constant one.

Nouns may be divided into two classes on the basis of how they are possessed.
4.1.1 Noun Class One—Obligatorily Possessed Nouns

All body parts and kinship terms have an obligatory suffix marking possession. The
exception would be when kinship terms are used in direct address—then the
possession suffix marker is usually omitted.

This class of obligatorily possessed nouns differs from optionally possessed nouns in
that:

° Possession is marked by an obligatory suffix.
o The plural suffix marker -sumoo, -gurs, or -kada ‘all’ occur on class one nouns.

Historically flora words also took obligatory possession suffixation as well. Now
however plant parts and animals optionally may retain the third person singular or
plural possession suffixation.

(26)

1. de kambi-ni
tree limb-3s.poss
‘tree limb’

2. u-y
leaf-3s.poss
‘leaves’

Cultural key words, such as 4o ‘pig’ and 40 ‘garden’, were historically obligatorily
suffixed for possession. This is rarely used today except by a few of the older people.
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@27

1. bo-ni
pig-3s.poss
‘his pig’

2. ko-m
garden-3s
‘his garden’

Today 4o ‘pig’ and 40 ‘garden/work’ show possession by the use of a free possessive
form as used in the class two nouns section 4.1.2,

28)

1. ngu-ro bo
3s-poss pig
‘his pig’

2. ngu-ro ko
3s-poss garden
‘his garden’

The Rawa word gabs ‘dream’ is also a class one noun as it is obligatorily suffixed for
possession.

29
gabo-yt
dream-3s.poss
‘his dream’
4.1.1.1 Noun Class One Suffixation

The first two orders of noun class one suffixation are:

“» plural suffixes first order
» obligatory possession suffix second order.

Plural Suffixes (first order) that occur with Class One Nouns: in the examples below
observe the first order plural suffixes on class one nouns.

14
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(30)

1. bare-sumoo-ngoo
women-all-3s
‘all (of) his wives’

2. nambo-sumoo-ngge
daughter-all-2s
‘all (of) your daughters’

3. aha-guri-ne
brother.in.law-all-1s.poss
‘all (of) my brothers-in-law’

4, dooboo-guri-ne
friend-all-1s.poss
‘all (of) my friends’

5. wembu-kada-ys
bones-all-3s
‘all (of) his bones’

The one exception that has been found is the use of -4ada ‘all’ occurring with 4144
‘dirt’, a class two optionally possessed noun. Usually these plural markers occur only
on class one obligatorily possessed nouns.

(1)

kiti-kada
dirt-all
‘all the dirt’

4.1.1.2 Noun Class One Possession Suffixes (second order)

The suffixes for obligatory possession are second order markers and are listed in the
chart below.
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CHART 4: POSSESSIVE SUFFIXES

Person Singular Dual Plural
First -ne ~-gene -nare -nane
Second -ge ~-ngge
Third -y4, -1go, -wo, -7, -yars -ye
-n1, -yo, -#,

Note 1: First person singular possessive suffix -gene has only been observed on specific
kinship terms.

(32)

1. aka-gene
brother.in.law-1s.poss
‘my brother-in-law’

2. kone-gene
younger.sibling-1s.poss
‘my younger sibling’

Note 2. In the second person possessive suffix -ge ~ -ngge as to which ending may
occur, this will need further research but it seems to agree with the
previous consonant point of articulaton.

Note 3 The third person possessive markers are morphologically determined
according to its allomorphs. The # or zero morpheme has only been
observed on seme-# ‘his hipbone’ and nemi-# ‘his mother’.

Other class one nouns, when first person possession is used, take the -#¢ marker.
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Some examples of class one nouns are:

(33)
BODY PARTS KINSHIP DIRECT ADDRESS
1. omu-ne 2. namu-ne 3. namu
nose-1s mother-1s ‘mother’
‘my nose’ ‘my mother’
4.  kura-ngge 5. awa -ngge 6. awa
brain-2s father-2s ‘facther’
‘your brain’ ‘your father’
7. dapa-ge 8. aha -ge 9. aha
head-2s brother.in.law-2s ‘brother-in-law’
‘your head’ ‘your brother-in-law’
10. gaki -ngoo 11. namu-nare Flora
cheek-3s mother-1d )
. 12. kambs-
‘his cheek’ ‘our mother’ bf;”né}:’-‘?,s
13. nomoo-ni 14. namu-nane ‘its branch’
chest-3s mother-1p 15. 5-vi
‘his chest’ ‘our mother’ ) ;‘egt{-ls
16. boto-wo 17. aha-gene ‘its leaf’
knee -3s brother-in-law-1s 18. ¢ -
‘his knee’ ‘my brother-in-law’ ' ff:ig‘tg_%:
19. seme-# 20. doboo-yars ‘its fruit’
hipbone-3s friend-2/3d’
‘his hipbone’ ‘your/our friend’
21. metoo -yi 22. doboo-ye
teeth -3s friend-2/3pl
‘his teeth’ ‘your/our friend’
23, more-yo

shoulder-3s
‘his shoulder’
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4.1.1.3 Noun Class One Suffixes

1st
2nd
3rd

4¢h

5th

(34)

-sumoof-guri/-kada ‘pluralizers’

Possessive suffixes (See Chart 4 Noun Class One Possessive Suffixes)
-dodo ‘all’

-ngga definite article (singular) marker on discourse level

-#u discourse prominence (plural)

-mo ~ -no ‘tofat/in’
-mbo~-bo instrument/ agent
-nggo ‘from’

-ya accompaniment

-70 possessive

kame-sumoo-ye-mbo AT .007 p. 513
husband-pl-3pl -subj

‘all of their husbands’
bare-yi-ga-ku-ndo
wife-his-def.s-prm-subj

‘his one wife’

4.1.1.4 Noun Class One Irregular Stems

There are some irregular noun stems that occur in class one. For example in the

kinship noun #amu ‘mother’ (direct address), in the second person singular, the stem
changes to just #z and then the second person possessive marker -ngge is used (na-ngge
‘your mother’). In the third singular, the entire stem changes to #ems ‘his mother’ and
there is no possessive marker added to this stem. In most of the examples in the chart
below there is a stem change only in the third person possessive. The only exception is

namu ‘mother’ where the stem is different in all three possessive forms.
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CHART 5
gloss 1s.poss 2s.poss 3s.poss
‘mother’ namu-ne na-ngge nemi-#
‘father’ awa-ne awa-ngge ewe-yt
‘old’er sibling same ba-ne ba-ge be-yi
sex
‘male cousin’ (male yaya-ne yaya-ngge yeye-yi
speaker)
‘hipbone’ sama-ne sama-ngge seme-#

4.1.2 Noun Class Two Optionally Possessed Nouns

Class two nouns may optionally show possession by use of a free possessive pronoun
form which precedes the noun head. This form is suffixed by a third person possessive
form. (See section 4.2.1.2, Pronoun Possessive Suffixes). This is the most widely used
type of possession. With the exception of kinship and body parts which require a
possessive suffix, all other nouns are in this class two category.

(35)  Free Possessive Pronoun Form Which Precedes the Noun Head:

1. no-ro ya
1s-poss house
‘my house’

2. noore-ngo ko
1p-poss garden

‘our garden’
3. ngu-ro bo
3s-poss pig
‘his pig’
(36) Examples of Class Two nouns:
1. oni
‘man’
2. yambo ya
‘church’
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3. nggire
‘corn’
4. stmoo
(boy’
5 &
(dog?
6. dowt
‘pumpkin’
7. bare
‘woman/girl’
8.
‘tree/firewood/ fire’
9. towi
‘material’
10. onssimoobare
‘people’
11. nusako
‘animal’
12. digi
‘stone/money’

4.1.2.1 Noun Class Two Suffixes

1st -ro ‘poss.’
-kana  ? possibly ‘place/on’ eg., oore -kana
road on
‘on the road’
-mba ? possibly a dialect change from suffix -méo as this has only
been observed from the Rawa II area.
-ga definite article (singular) discourse level
2nd ko ? ‘on’
-mu possession
-ngga definite article (singular) discourse level
3rd -n0~-mo ‘to/atfin’
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-ku plural discourse prominence
-ndo~-do subject/agent marker
4th -dodo ‘all’
-ya accompaniment
-nggo ‘from’

(37)  Examples of Noun Class 2 Suffixes:

1. barega AO .002 p.86
woman-def.s
‘one woman’

2. core-ga
road-def.s
‘one road’

3. Neyaro-ro
person’s name-poss
‘Neuro’s’

4. ont-ro
man poss
‘the man’s’

4.2 Pronouns

Pronouns are a class of words which also refer as nouns do. However in contrast to
nouns, they are a small, closed set of words which do not have a constant relationship
with their referents. Instead they may shift reference.

Pronouns differ from nouns in that:

A. They may refer to, or substitute for a noun.
B. They have only very limited expansion possibilities on the phrase level.

4.2.1 Personal Pronouns

Personal Pronouns may replace or refer to any noun. They are as follows:
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CHART 6
singular dual I plural
Ist person no noore
2nd person g yary ye
3rd person ngu eraga garo
ene
ke

4.2.1.1 Pronominal Affixation:

Pronouns have fewer markers than nouns and only one to two suffixes may occur
contiguously on pronouns. The pronominal suffix markers show possession,
locatives, accompaniment, agentivity, emphatic (ene-su nangge ‘he alone’), and
plurality. The emphatic suffix may only occur on pronouns, not on nouns.

4.2.1.2 Pronouns Possession Suffix (-ngo ~ -rv)

Pronouns take possessor suffixes -ngo or -r0. All pronouns ending with front vowels
take the suffix -#go. All pronouns ending with mid or back vowels take the suffix -rv.

(38) Pronominal Possessor Suffixes -ngo~-ro:

1. no-ro
1s-poss
‘mine’

2. ene-ngo
3s-poss
‘his/hers/its’

3. garo-ro
3pl-poss
‘their’

4. ngy-ro
3s-poss
‘his/hers/its’

5. ge-ngo
2s poss
‘yours’(1s)
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yari-ngo
2d-poss
‘yours’ (2d)

eraga-ro
3d-poss
‘theirs’ (3d)

No-ro  ya-no  ngu-no oru-wero.[/
1s-poss house-to there-in remain-des
‘I want to remain in my house.’

Nga mbako nga ngu-ro-mu.//
this sw.potato here 3s-poss-poss
“These sweet potatoes here are his.’

Ge-ngo ko-no u-ro ko ombu-wa.f/
2s-poss garden-to go.down-poss again come-ft.3s
‘She will go down to your garden and then come back again.’

Ene-ngo ende-mo  toonge-weroyi-mbo-ro u-te.l/
3s-poss village-to walk-des-instr-poss  go.down-prt.3s
‘He wanted to go to his village and so he went down.’

Ene yari-ngo ya-no u-te.f]
3s 2d-poss house-to go.down-prt.3s
‘She is going down to your (both) house.’

Ngu oni-ngga era-ga-ro ko-n0 ko te -te.fl
that man-def.s two-def.s-poss garden-to work do-prt.3s.
“That man is working in their (both) garden.’

Ene garo-ro ko-no u-ro ku  se-te]l
3s 3pl-poss garden-to go.down-ss yam dig-prt.3s
‘She went down to their (plural) garden and is digging yams.’

When the pronominal possessor suffix is used without a noun following it, then an
additional possessive suffix -m# is used. Observe the previous example 38 sentence
number 9 (ngu-ro-mu ‘his’).

4.2.1.3 Pronominal Locative Suffix (-n0)

(39)

Ene no-no ombu-te.f/
3s 1s-to come-pre.3s
‘He is coming to me.’
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4.2.1.4 Pronominal Accompaniment (-yz) and Agentivity Suffixes (-ndo ~ -do)
(40)

No-ndo ge-ya mande e-wero.|/
1s-ag  2s-acc talk say-des
‘I want to talk to you’.

4.2.1.5 Pronoun Emphatic Suffixes: (-so ~ -su)

Pronouns also take -so and -s# ‘emphatic suffixes’ to show that they themselves did
that particular thing.

The suffix -so occurs only on first person singular pronouns and elsewhere -s# occurs
with all other pronoun forms. See Section 6.5, Emphatic Pronoun Phrase,

(41)
1. no-so
i-excl
‘1, myself’
2. ngu-su
3s-excl
‘he, himself’
3. yari-su
2d-excl
‘you (2), you (dual) yourselves’
4. ge-su
2s-emp

‘you, yourself’
5. noore-su
1d/pl-emp
" ‘we ourselves’

6. yesu
2pl-emp
‘you (all) yourselves’

7. No-so sono-no ooro-ro, ko ombu-wo-no./l
1s-emp river-to go-ss,  again come-pt-1s

‘I alone went to the river and then came back again.’
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8. Ge-s nangge ombu-wo?l/
2s-emp only come-pt.3s
‘Was it only you who came?’

9. Ene-su mangge u-roore-te.//
3s-emp only  go.down-go.up-prt.3s
‘Only he went down and up.’

10. Noore-su nangge Ramu Suga-no u -wa-to.//
Ipl-emp only Ramu Sugar-to go.down-ft-1pl
‘Only we will go down to the Ramu Sugar.

11. Yari-su nangge kopi  dange-r./|
2d-emp only coffee pick-2d
‘Only you two are picking coffee.’

12. Ye-su  nangge Madang u-wa-nggo, bine?||
2pl-emp only  Madang go.down-ft-2pl perhaps
‘Are only you (plural) going down to Madang?’

4.2.1.6 Pronominal Plural Suffix (-dodo)
42)

Garo-dodo yoruwoo-yingo naru-no ombu-yingo.//
3pl-all meet-compl  time-at come-compl
“They all came at the meeting time.’

4.2.2 Interrogative Pronouns

Interrogative Pronouns function in place of nouns and also may occur with the
pronoun possessive suffix marker 7o as other pronouns do. There are two
interrogative stems: #da ‘what’ and eome ‘who’. These stems and their different forms
and affixes are listed below:

43)

l. nda
‘what/where’
Ngu nda?
That where

‘Where 1s that?’
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2. ndawu-ga
what-def.s
‘what 1s 1’

Ndawu -ga re-te?
what-def.s do prt.3s
‘What is he doing?’

3. ndawu-ga-ro
what-def.s-poss
£ why b

G ndawu-ga-ro  nga oomboonge-wo?
you what-def.s-poss this break-pt.2s
‘Why did you break this?’

4.  ndawu-naru-ngga
what-time-def.s
‘what tume/when’

Ge ndawu-naru-ngga-no ko ombu-wa?ll
2s what-time-def.s-at  again come-ft.2s
‘When will you return again?’

S. nda-no

what to
‘where’

Ene nda-no?
3s where-to
‘Where is he?’

6. nda-diro
what-much
‘how many/how much’

Digi  nda-dire?//

stone what-much

‘How much money is that?’
7. oone

‘who’

Oone?//
who
‘Who is 1t?’
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8. g-oone
2s-who
‘who are you?’

G-oone?||
2s-who
‘Who are you?’

Note: In the above sentence 8, g-oone ‘who are you’, the g- is a contraction for
ge ‘you’ (2s).
9. oone-ndo
who-ag
‘who’ (subject)

Oone-ndo nga *o  te-wo?//
who-ag  this work do-pt.3s
‘Who did this work?’

10. ovone-ro
who-poss
‘whose’

Nga oone-ro  ya?l|
this who-poss house
‘Whose house is this?’

11. oone-ro-mu
who-poss-poss
‘whose is it’

Nga ya-ngga oone-ro-mu?f/
this house-def.s who-poss-poss
“This house is whose?’

4.3 Demonstratives

Demonstrative pronouns #ga ‘this/ here’ and ngu ‘that /there’ occur as free form words
and may take affixation according to its position in the sentence. The demonstrative
pronoun #g# ‘that /there’ has the highest frequency of word usage in the Karo/Rawa
language.

Ngu ‘that/there’ may occur with the same affixes that nouns take; however it usually
takes no more than two affixes at one time. The ngs ‘that/there’ may occur as a noun
in discourse when the proper name of the participant has been mentioned several
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times and then the ngs ‘that’ would occur as a generic reference to that noun again and
would take the appropriate noun affixadon. The demonstrative ng# ‘that’ may take
the following affixation: possession, location, accompaniment, agentivity, plurality,
direction, definite article and prominence.

Suffixes occurring on Demonstratives ngae ‘this/here’ and ngs ‘that/there’ are:

70 possession

-ndo subj. marker noun class 2

Y4 accompaniment

-n0 ~-mo locanve ‘to’

-nggo locative ‘from’

-roko locauve ‘that mark/place/location’
-007¢e locative ‘on top of’

-ngga definite arucle (singular) discourse level

Note: The suffixes used with the demonstratives 7ga ‘thisthere’ and ng# ‘that/there’
show that they are not only used as pronouns but they also may be used as nouns
They have a considerably wider range of use than pronouns have,

(44) Text 85.15; Title of Story: Demonstrative Pronoun Possessive Suffix -ro:

Namb Ure-yingo Ngu-ro  Mande-nt
cassowary kill-compl that-poss talk-it
“The Talk About the Killing of the Cassowary’

(45)  Text 85.16; Clauses 148-149;: Demonstrative Pronoun Locative Suffix -nonggo
‘from’:

Ko ngu-nonggo Dewuyt Katero era-ga Barimu  ende-mo
and that-from David Katero two-def.s Barimu village-in

oore-to-ri,/  no ko ma sosore-ro  toong-yingo.//
- go.up-ds-du.e 1s again not afraid-ss leave-compl

‘And from that when David and Katero, the two of them, go up to Barimu again,
I won’t be afraid and run away.’

(46) Text 85.4; Clauses 7-13:Demonstrative Pronoun Locative suffix -no ‘in’:

7
Boonge-mu ombu-weroyi Suwo-ngga-ku-no ngu, no kumbe.
landslide-poss come-nom night-def.s-prom-in at 1s pan
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8 9
yo-ro/ ngu-no rayisi ka-too-we de-do-ni  ngu/ yo-ro/
get-ss/ that-in rice cook-ds-1s.i done-ds-s.e when get-ss

10 11
koondo-mo moondo-ro ye-ro/ Teri-ro-mu tno-rof
dish-in pour-ss  put-ss Terry-poss-poss give-ss

conj 12 13
ko Mariya-ro-mu  ngu-ya ino-ro mgu, nenengo ne-100-we
and Maria-poss-poss that-acc give-ss when ls.poss eat-ds-s.i

14
oru-woo-to-wo.//
be-pt-1pl-rpt

‘At the time of the landslide in the evening, I got a pot and in that when I had
cooked rice until it was done, I got it and put it ina dish, gave Terry his, and when
I gave Maria hers also, I ate mine and we remained that way.’

Note: In the preceding text, clauses 7, 8, and 12 all have the dependent clause marker
ngu ‘when’; Clause 8 has a demonstrative with a locative suffix -»o0 ‘in’; and clause 12
has the demonstrative with the accompaniment suffix -yz ‘also’.

(47)  Text 85.1; Clauses 47-50: Demonstrative Pronoun Agentivity Suffix -ndo,
and Locative Suffix -nonggo ‘from’:

47 48 49

Ngu-ndo ngu de nombo-ga-ku se-ro]  de-ku toongo-ys

that-ag dem fire ashes-defs-prom dig-ss fire.pl-prom remove-its
50

sa-10-ni yoko-ro/ ngu-nonggo duge-ga-ku keno-wo-no-wo.//

leave-ds-s.e finish-ss that-from knife-def.s-prom see-pt-1s-rpt

‘For that (knife) I dug the ashes from the fireplace until they were all removed,
and from that I saw the knife.’

48) Text 85.3; Clauses 5-6: Demonstrative Pronoun Plurality Suffix -dodo ‘all’;

Ngu naru-no ngu, Mariya Dewuyi nambo-nt, ko Tery
that time-at that Maria David daughter-his and Terry
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(49)

(50)

30

ngu-dodo oodoo-yel ngu-no boonge-mu-urungga ngu ombu-yingo.//
there-all be.ds-pl.i that-at landslide-poss-big that come-compl

‘It was at that time Maria David, his daughter, and Terry that we all were there
when the big landslide came.’

Text 85.16; Clauses 76-81: Demonstrative Pronoun Direction Locative Suffix
-sina ‘location’ and Locative Suffix -nggo:

Te-to-ni, awa namo era-ga  suwo-nonggo ko-no
do-ds-s.e papa mother two-def.s night-from garden-to

sa-ying-mu,| ko Suwoo-te-10-nf  mgu-sina-nggo
leave-compl-poss again night-do-ds-s.e that-location-from

gobiri se-rof siriyo-rof ko mbako se-ro  sirtyo-ro,/
taro dig-ss fill.string.bag-ss and sw.potato dig-ss fill-ss

de imboo-ro maye-yingo.//
wood chop-ss arrive-compl

‘He did that and in the morning my parents, the two of them, left for the garden
and in the afternoon return again and from that location they dug Chinese taro
and put them in the string bag and dug sweet potatoes and put them into their
string bag and returned home.’

Demonstrative Pronoun Definite Singular Suffix -ngga:
nga-ngga nga
this-def.s here
‘this (one) here’

ngu-ngga ngu (RA-38)
that-defs there

* ‘that (one) there’

(1)

Text 85.16; Clauses 150-153:Demonstrative Pronoun Definite Singular
Suffix -ga ~ -ngga plus the -ku ‘Prominence Suffix’:
Ngu-ngga-ku senge-to-ni  doboo-kuri-ne-ku maye-10-yt ngu,/

that-def.s-prom dawn-ds-s.e friend-all-1s.poss-pl.prom arrive-ds-pl.e when

e-r0  yomo-rol kawu-nani  daro oore-yingo.//
say-ss laugh-ss stomach-our pain go.up-compl
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‘And in that at dawn, when all of my friends arrived, we all talked and laughed
about that until our stomachs hurt.’

The pronominal emphatic suffix -so ~ -s# may not occur on ngs# ‘that/there’ as it does
on the other pronouns. Instead the third personal pronoun ene is used with the
emphatic suffix -su.

(52)

Ene-su nangge ombu-te.//
3s-emp only  come-prc.3s
‘He himself is coming.’

Demonstrative pronouns #ga ‘this/ here’ and ngu« ‘that fthere’ may occur in both the
pre-head and post-head slots of the Modified Noun Phrase and Locative Phrase; pre-
head slot of the Appositional Phrase and Adjective Phrase; and post-head slot to the
Co-ordinate Noun Phrase. When the demonstrative pronouns occur in the pre-head
slot, they mean ‘this’ or ‘that’ but in the post-head slot they mean ‘here’ or ‘there’.

Ngu also is used as a dependent clause marker meaning ‘when, as, or if’,
(53)  Text 85.1; Clauses 36-40: Dependent Clause Marker:

Ngu-no yoko-ro/ ooro-ro bibite-ro/ doonge-ne  sono-yi
that-to finish-ss/ go-ss  sit-ss eyes-1s.poss water-3s.poss

maye-to-ni  ngu,/ duge-ga-ku-ro tngo-ro,/ sendo-wo-no-wo.//
arrive-ds-s.e when knife-def.s-prom-poss think-ss/ cry-pt-1s-rpt

‘I left that, went and sat down and when I thought about the knife, my eyes were
filled with tears and I cried.’

On the discourse level, demonstrative pronouns may also occur sentence final in the
verb post-head position when used as the high point or climax of a discourse. See
section 9.1.2.4.

(54) Text 85.5; Clauses 24-25:
Namo-ne,  no-ndo geya oore-ro,/ were-wa-ro-ku ngul//

mother-my 1s-ag  2s-acc go.up-ss sleep-ft-1d-cli dem
‘Mother, I will go up with you and we will sleep (together there)!’
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4.4 Adjectives

Adjectives are descriptive words which usually act as modifiers of nouns. The
following are examples of adjectives: colour, size, length, condition, character,
distance, shape and number.

4.4.1 Colour Adjectives

Colour adjectives often assume the 3rd person singular possessive suffix -y7 at the close
of the colour word stem. This is optional. These colour names are taken from the
plant name that the colour is made from. Observe the following examples:

(55)

1. dori-yi
‘red-its’

2. gadabi
‘green’

3. koronggo-yt
‘yvellow-its’

4. sara-yt
‘white-its’
S. dag-yi
‘red-its’
6. mo-yi
‘dark-its’
7. uringgs
‘blue’

8. Ngu towi-ngga ngu kumu dago-yi, uringgi, koronggo-yi ooroo-te.//
. that material-def.s 3s colour red-its  blue yellow-its  be-prt.3s
“T'hat matenial it is the colour of red, blue, (and) yellow.’

4.4.2 Size /Length Adjectives

(56)

1. bodaga
‘small’
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songura
‘small part’
piru

‘long’

gumi

‘half’

00tuwoo
‘short’

oowooyingga

‘plenty’

gide

(part’

bobodi

‘tiny’

Ene mande bodaga e-wero.//

3s talk small say-des
‘He has some talk he wants to say.’

Ngu oni-ngga ngu ont  ootuwoo piru kiniff
that man-def.s there man short  long not
“That man there is not long he’s short.’

Oni  oowooyingga oorengo yoruwoo-te-nggo./|
man many very meet-prt-3.pl
‘Lots of men met together.’

4.4.3 Condition Adjectives

(57)

1.

metems

¢ 200 d ’
moogikete
‘wet’
mesaranggo
‘good’

aryete
(dry ’
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5. gome
‘good’
6. soriyete
(dry’
7. biyoms
‘bad’
8. kookingo
‘hot’
9. ningguri
‘sweet’
10, gingo
‘cold’
11. kowuri
‘heavy’

12. kunsyingo
‘sharp’

13. ememangge
‘easy’

14. yanggangoo
‘strong’

15, gakiwi
‘strong’

16. mandoni
‘ripe’

17. keta

3 ’

new

18. owita
‘early/young’
19. dogoni
‘old’ (person)
20. kuri
‘before/old’

21. momungoo
‘round’
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22. nenengoo
‘straight’

23. wengguru
‘crooked’

24. buwoo
‘rotten’

25. Ngu ooga ngu wenngurungo-yingo.//
that something 3s crooked-compl
“That is crooked.’

26. Omukumundoo-ngo kombo kendiro momungo.//
face-his moon same round
‘His face is as round as the moon.’

27. Ko-no nggire ngu engge owsta.f/
garden-in corn 3s fruit young
“The corn in the garden is young yet.’

4.4.4 Character Adjectives

(58)

1. ingondudu
‘smart’

2. sugabo
(dirty’

3. nenengoo
‘straight’

4.  yanggangoo
‘strong’

5. wrungga
‘big’

6. ootuwo
‘short’

7. metemi
‘good’

8. Ngu oni-ngga ngu ingondudu-ni urungga.//
that man-def.s 3s smart-3s big
“That man he is very smart.’

35



Norma R. and Donald F. Toland

9. Ge simoo-ye somo-ye-ro  ene sugabo-dodo.//
2s child-pl water-3pl-ss 3pl dirty-all
‘You should wash your children because they are dirty.’
10. Newende ngu ooga ngu-ro yanggango ye-te.//
inside  3s something that-poss strong  put-prt.3s
‘His stomach is strong inside.’

4.4.5 Distance/directional Adjectives

Directional adjectives are basically locative words but without the locative suffix
markers.

Directionals are used in the Modified Noun Phrase and Appositional Phrase.

(39)
1. awu
‘up (far)’
2. awe
‘up (close)’
3. amu
‘down below (far)’
4. ame
‘down below (close)’
S. andu
‘far over’
6. ande

‘over (close)’

7. Ngu oo0-ga ngu awu sangani-mo.//
that something-def.s 3s up.far on.top-of
“That is up above on top.’

8. Oorowu-ya towi ande-sina ngu yo-ya  ombulf/
go-1mp material over.close-location 3s get-imp come
‘Get that material over there and come!’

9. Barega amu ko-no ko te-to-ni kenoo-te-no.f/
woman-def.s down.far garden-in work do-ds-s.e see-prt-1s
‘I see the woman that is working far down below in her garden.’
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4.4.6 Shape Adjectives

(60)

1.

10.

momungoo
‘round’

pawangoo
‘tound’

nenengoo
‘straight’
piru
‘long’
00tuwo
‘short’

bodaga

‘small’

bimbiyingo

‘crooked’

Ngu oore-ga  ngu nenengo nangge.//

that road-def.s 3s straight only
“That road it is really straight.’

Abu  kandeyi ngu bodaga mnangge.//
baby hand-3s.poss 3s small only
‘A baby’s hand is very small.’

Ngu de-ga ngu  kambi-ni bimbi-yingo.//
that tree-defss there limb-3s crooked-compl
“That tree limb there is crooked.’

4.4.7 Number Adjectives

Number adjective words serve to modify the nouns in Modified Noun Phrases by
showing how many or how much is involved. Below will be listed the basic number
units but a detailed description of how numbers are formed, using these basic
numbers, are described on the phrase level. (See section 6.9, Number Phrase formula).

(61)

1.

gura-nangge one’ {one-only)
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2. eraya

3. kabusa

4. namoraya

5. kande-gura

6. oni-bi

7. oni-bi-ga
(man-body-one)

8 gumt

9. doobe

‘two’ (general term for two of anything) When
people are being referred to, if they both are
known, then the term erg-ga ‘two definite
article’ is used.

‘three’

‘four’

‘five’ (hand-one)
‘twenty’  (man-dead)
‘one group of twenty’

‘half’
‘one stick of 100 ten Z0ea coins’

10. ¢ mete murs  kande-gura yo.//

2s okay orange hand-one

get

‘It’s all right to take five oranges.’

11. Oni oni-bi-ga era-ya ngu yoru-no maye-te-nggo.//

man man-body-one 2-acc

that meeting-at came-prt-3pl

‘T'wenty two men came to the meeting,’

12. Ge-do nga gumi bodaga nga yo!f/
2s-ag this part small here get

“T'ake this small part here!//
4.4.8 Cardinal Numerals

To change the regular numerals to cardinal numerals, with the exception of the first
numeral, the -y/-ga (its-def.s) ‘cardinal numeral suffix’ is added. The numeral
guranangge ‘one’ is the exception. Its cardinal numeral is £oretero “first’,
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(62) Cardinal Numerals

Numeral: Cardinal Numeral:

‘one’ guranangge koretero “first’

‘two’ eraya eraya-yi-ga ‘second’
2-its-def.s

‘three’ kabusa kabusa-yi-ga ‘third’
3-its-def.s

4.4.9 Intensifying Affix

This intensifying affix -mi ‘very’ may occur on such adjectives as ‘long’, ‘good’, ‘bad’,
and ‘old’.

63)
piru
‘long’
piru-mi
long-int.
‘very long’

kuri
‘before’

kuri-mi
before-int.
‘long before’

mete
‘good’

mete-mi
good-int
‘very good’

Ngu uto-ngga ngu piru-mi oorengo.//

that rope-defs 3s long-int very
“That rope is very long.’
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4.4.

1st

2nd

3rd

4th

Ngu oni-ngga  ngu piruf/
that man-defs 3s long
“That man is long.’

Ngu ya-nggu ngu kuri-mi oorengo.//
that house-defs 3s old-int very
“That house is very very old.’

10 Adjective Affix Order

-sina ‘location of’

-woore locative ‘on top of’

-r0 possession

-mi intensifier

-mboro ?

-roko locative ‘that location/that mark ’

-ga definite article (singular) discourse level
-ngga definite article (singular) discourse level
-k0 ‘on’ ?

-mu possessive

-ku many/plural -prominence discourse level
-No~-Mmo ‘tofat/in’

-nggo ‘from’

-ya accompaniment

4.5 Locatives and Directionals

Locative and Directional words indicate location, distance, position and elevation.
4.5.

Locatives consist of a locative stem, an optional third singular possessive, and a

1 Locatives

locative post position marker.

The most commonly used locative marker is -mo ~-n0 ‘tofat/in’. These locative
enclitics occur on such words as locative words, nouns, adjectives, pronoun, and even

occasionally temporal words, according to position in the clause.
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Locative Suffixes:

-n0 ~-mo ‘tofat’

-nonggo ~ -monggo ‘from’

-stna ‘towards’

-woore ‘on top of ’

-ko ? ‘on’ possibly

-roko place/a point of reference
(G2
1. ori-roko

far-place

‘far away’

2. dabemi-mo
side-at
‘at the side’

3. kootu-yi-sina
behind-3s.poss-towards
‘behind it’

4.  newende-mo
inside-loc
‘inside’

5. sanga-ni-mo
on.top -its -of
‘on top of it’

6. damo-ni-mo
base-its-of
‘by its base’

7. kewoo-roko
middle-from.mark

‘middle’
8. No-ndo de damoni-mo ene-ngo nengguro-ga kenoo-too-we ooroo-te.f/
1s-ag  tree base-of 3s-poss shirt-def.s see-ds-1s.i be-prt.3s

‘T see his shirt at the base of tree.’

9. No-ndo ya tangge-sina ngu-no  ont-ngga  keno-wo-no.//
1s-ag  house edge-towards there-at man-def.s see-pt-1s
‘I saw the man by the side of the house.’
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10. Duge bodaga de nombo busare-sina oo0-do-ni keno-wo-no.f//
knife small fire ashes side-towards be-ds-s.e see-pt-1s
‘I saw the small knife by the side of the fireplace.’

11. Kootoori-ga ya goosingo-mo ocoreo-te.f/
chicken-def.s house under-in is-prt.3s
“The chicken is underneath the house.’

12. Koondo oo  ye-weroyi ngu mewende-mo ooroo-te.[/
dish spec put-nom 3s inside-of is-pre.3s
“The dish is inside the cupboard.’

Nouns, pronouns, and adjectives may also be used as locatives as in the following
examples:

(65)
N

1. ya-no
house-to/in/at
‘at the house’
N

2. ya-nonggo
house-from
‘from the house’

N

3. ya-sina
house-towards
‘towards the house’

Pro
4. chke-mo
- it-to
‘to it
Adj
S.  biyomi-sina
bad-towards
‘towards the lefthand side’

6. Oni ya-sina ooroo-te-ku ngu keno.|/
man house-towards be-prt3s-rel 3s see
‘Look at the man who is there towards the house.’
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7. U-ya duge ya-no  ngu yo.//
go.down-imp knife house-to 3s get
‘Go down to the house and get the knife.’

8. Nga si-ga nga ya-nonggo yo-wo-no.[/
this string.bag-def.s 3s house-from get-pt-1s
‘I got this string bag from the house.’

4.5.2 Directional Words

Directional words may occur in basically in the same slots as the locative words as
listed in example (65). They also use the same postpositional suffixes except that they
do not show possession, and the word stem is filled by a directional word. These
directional words give specific directions as to the elevation, direction and distance
from the speaker.

4.5.2.1 General Direction Words
Some general directional words are:

(66)

1. metemsi-sina
good-towards
‘towards the good hand’ (right hand side)

2. koondo-sina
bowl-towards
‘toward the bowl hand’ (right hand side)

3. biyomi-sina
bad-towards
‘toward the bad hand’ (left hand side)

4.  dedare-sina
left.hand-loc
‘toward the side of the left hand’

5. desina

contracted form of example 4.
6. nga-sina

here-loc

‘towards here’
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7. ngu-sina
there-loc
‘towards there’

8 Duge kande-yi koondo-sina dowoo-ro oo  doongoo-te.//
knife hand-3s bowl-towards hold-ss  spec cut-prt.3s
‘He held the knife towards the righthand side and cut.’

9. No kande-ne de-sina-nggo mete 00 ma doongo-wa-no.l/
Is hand-my left-towards-from good spec not cut-ft-1s
‘T will not ( not able to ) cut this on my left hand side.’

10. Ngu-sina ngu-no ko-ngga ooroo-te.//
there-towards that-to work-def.s be-prt.3s
“There is work over there.’

4.5.2.2 Distance/Elevation Directionals

There are specific directional words which indicate distance and elevation from the
speaker. Those ending in -# indicate the most distance from the speaker, and those
ending in -¢ indicates a lesser distance from the speaker.

(67)  Specific Direction/ Elevaton Words that Indicate Distance from the Speaker
are;

Lesser distance (¢ final)
1. awe
‘up (close)’

Nu-ngga awe de-ga sangani-mo ooroo-te.|/
bird-def.s up.close tree-defs on.top-of be-prt.3s
“The bird is close by, up there in the top of the wree.

2. ame
‘down (close)’
3. ande

‘over there (close)’

Greater distance (# final)

4. gwu
‘up above (far)’
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Oni-ngga awu  puri-mo awu.ff
man-def.s up.far mountain-on up.far
“T'hat man is far up there on the mounrtain.’

5. amu
‘down (far)’
6. andu
‘over (far)’
4.5.2.3 Go—Come Directions:

There are four ‘go-come’ verbs.

(68)

L. U-teff
go.down-pre.3s
‘He is going down.’
2. Qore-te.f/
go.up-pre.3s
‘He is going up.’
3. U-roore-te.}
go.down-up-prt.3s
‘He is going down and up.’

Note: The verb uroorete is a compound verb stem combining # ‘go down' and sore ‘go
up’ with the » between the two words to allow for the consonant vowel pattern in the
language. This compound verb #roorete ‘go down and up’ is used when they are doing
hiking or extensive travelling up and down in mountains.

(69)

Oorowu-te.f/
go.straighe-pre.3s
‘He is going straight.’

Note: The verb eorowute ‘go straight’ is used when the distance is either seen by the
eve to be straight or the distance is so great that the speaker is not sure whether the
distance is up, down, or down and up. Only in these two instances is this verb ‘go
straight’ used.

There are two ‘come’ verbs:
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Ombu-te.|
come-prt.3s
‘He is coming.’

Maye-te.//
come/arrive-pre.3s
‘He is coming/arriving.’

The most widely used ‘come’ verb is ombu ‘come’.

When a person is a long ways away and has been seen by the speaker, the speaker
would say:

Ene maye-te.f/
3s arrive-prt.3s
‘He is arriving.’

When a person has just arrived, the speaker would acknowledge him by saying:

Adaga ge maye-te-ku2l/
now you arrive-prt.2s-cli
‘Have you arrived?’

Yo, maye-te-no-ku.//
yes arrive-prt-1s-cli
‘Yes, I have arrived.’

Use of ‘Go/Come’ verbs In Relation to the Speaker:

Again the use of which one of the four ‘go’ verbs that is to be used is determined by the
direction the person is headed away or towards the speaker.

A = the speaker: B = the other person:
. A<B When B is coming towards A the speaker, the A speaker will say:

Ene no ombu-te.//
3s 1s come-prt.3s
‘He is coming to me.’

The other person B will say:
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No ombu-te-no.//
1s come-prt-1s
‘I am coming.’

2. A>B>  Whena B person is hiking in front of the A speaker, the A speaker
will say, depending on the direction