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0. INTRODUCTION

This paper attompts by usc of morphome inventory,
structural forrmula and {1lustrative example to give a briof
morpheaic skotch of the Muyuw verb. The interaction of
person~-subjcct prefixes and nerson~object suffixes with
mumber suffixes will be discussed in Scetion 1. along with an
inventory of the norphemes involved. The categories of
aspect and mood are roflected in Puyuw by the contrast of
yeal versus unreal on the one hand, and enphatic versus
seguential or simultancous on the other. These distinctions

will be 1llustrated in section 2.

The semantic modification of verb stems by use of
classifying, directional and causative affixes will be dig-

cussod in Soction 3.
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The final section will present a few morphophonemic
features relating to stress, vowel harmony and allomorphie

\.

distribution.

The following formula presents a summary of the
sﬁructural slots pertinent to the Muyuw verb. It 1is givon

in modified tagmemic terns.
+# Md * A8 + 8bj + lu x Ob§ + i

As may be seen from the formula a Huyuw verb conslsts
minimally of a verb nucleus, a subject prefix and an indi-
cation of number. The maximum expansion includos in addi-
tion to these, indications of mood, aspect and object. The
morphemes manifesting these structural slots will novw be

discussed.
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1. PERSON AND NUMBER AFFIXLS

The following person-number distinctions are made
in both subject prefixes and object suffixes: first person
singular, plural exclusive, duasl inclusives and third per-
son. These combine with the number suffix (-g) to further
divide second and third persons into singular and plural,
and first person inclusive into dual and plural. Object
guffixes differ in person distinctions from subject pre-
fixes only in the distinetion of singular versus plural in
the second person. ﬁumher‘sufrixes combine with object
suffixes as with subject prefixes, oxcept that second per-
son plural is indicated by the object suffix alone and
doos not occur with the plural suffix -g.

The following charts summarise the person affixest-
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CHART I
SUBJECT PREFIXES
I ﬁbnysingular _
Singular Inclusive Exclusive Plural
1lst person a/h tr ka/kA
2nd peréon 7 EEVWA
3rd person o 1/
CHART II
OBJECT SUFFIXES
Non-singular
Singular Inclusive Exclusive
1st person g 4 ma
' 2nd person m/mw miy
3rd person 2
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The number slot_may'be either overtly or covertly
manifested. The covert manifestation or £ indlicates
either a single person, an inclusive dual, an exclusive
plural, or a second person plural object, depending on the
person affix with which it co-occurs. The overt manifesta-
tion =g indicates either first person inclusive plural, third
person plural or second parson plural subject. Vhere both
subjoct and object affixes cccur on a verb stem ambigulty
arlses as to whether the nmumber suffix refers to the person

of the subject or the person of tho objects

istékods may be translated:
He gives us (3g. Subj., Inc.Pl. 0bJd
They give you and me (Pl.Subj., Inc.Dual ObJ.)
They give us (Pi. Subj., Inc.Pl.0bj.)

istkes may be translated:
" They give him (Pl.Subj., Sg.0bj.)
He gives them (8g.Subj., Pl.0bj.)
They give them (Pl.S5ubj., Fl.O0bj.)

1sckEmiy may be translated:
He gave you (Sg.Subj., Pl.0bj.)
Thoy gave you (Pl.Gubj., Pl.0bj.)

This ambiguity is resolved by context.
The following paradigms illustrate the occurence of

person and number affixes:
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CHART III

IRTRANSITIVE

*dunf (*ox8)seM

danf-(*0x2)9sT
T3d-5y g 2 304
*dunf Loyg «docnf nox *danf (<*ouT)ep |
*1d-dumf-pag *1d-demf-pug *Td-dmmf~(*out)3sy
S={sd~] S=Tod~yq 6~T3d~3 | °1q *our
sdunf 1 puB nox
(*IpP)~dumf-(*0out)3sT
583 | Teng eouy
, HVINONIS~ION
sdunf ey | ~demf (*3s)nox sdomf 3
(*3s)~dmnf-paf | (*3s)~dunf-puz (*3s)~dznf~3sT
T3d=§ 13d-9% FEL S ¥VINONIS
uosaod pag uosxod pug uosJed 95T

A¥F——=
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CHART IV

(Third Person SubjJect)

1st Person Object

TRANSITIVE

| *nok.
jou jnq sn oatd Aeuy,
+pd-*0x0 3ST=-ATI-PIE

s-Cu~3}36-T

(*ouT)sn §0ATE OH
(+ouT)sn °AT3 AoUl
sow pue nol oAyl Loyl
*[d=+ouy 3ST-0ATI=PIC

u..?._ﬂwu.q

*ou oATd Loy,
sTd=qS=SATE~Pa{
E-Ro~0NQS =]

snocd 40U 9Nq SN SBATI Iff

ow puv nck s9ATE O

*ou $OATH 8]

{*85)=*0x0 3ST~0ATI~PIL (*Ip)—*out A5T=0AF3=pI .A.mmvumaaabﬂwlﬁnm
.Agmlmxwmuﬂ P=0RYE~T KwoNgs-1
Jerniutg=uoy JeTuSUTS

SATSNTOXY
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CHART V

2nd Person Object

Singular | Plural
fsbie-m 1-gtke—niy
3rdegivo=2nd-(sg.) 3rd-give-2nd pl.
He gives you(sgs) He gives you.

They give you.

1~gblown-3s

" 3rd-give-2nd-pl.
They give you(sg.)

CHART VI

3rd Person Object

Bingular | Plural
$-stk ' jegfke=g
3rd-give~(3rd)=(sg.)| 3rd-give-(3rd)-pl.
He gives him. . He gives them.

They give him.
They give then.
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e 100D AND ASPECT
2Sele }'bOd

The category of mood 1s manifost by one of three

cliticss indicating either exphatic, sequential or simul-~

taneous.’

bwt ~ bwd ~ b>  emphatic
WA ~ mwd ~ md  sequential
gr6 simltaneous

btwar=f-pel

emphatic-3rd-jump

He daefinitely jumped.

mﬁﬁ-i-pel

sequential-3rd-jump

After that he jumped.

BA=b=i-1ligén mwr-ts-1lvan

similtaneous-unreal-3rd-hear-(sg.) sequentigl-
1lst inc.-speak-(dual)

When(if) he hears then we will speak.

2.2. Aspect

The category of aspect reflects the binary contrast
of real versus unreal. While tonse may be inferred fronm
the aspect morphemes it does not actually represent a

distinetive scmantic component. The unreal aspect oay
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{ndicate a future action, an action planned but not carricd
out, or a negative or contrary to fact statement. The roal
aspeet indicates a completed action or a praesent sltate

vhich will éontinﬁe into the future. The two morphomes arae:

b unreal

n~n real

Note: The most common form of the real morphenae 1s ny a
14mited class of stems may be either n or m¢ and another

1imited class of stems occurs only with m.

befimpel .
unroal-lst~Jump-{(sg.)
nei-sfs
real-3rd-remain=-{sg.)
It/he/she remains. - .

meBluk/n~6-kuk
real=ird-sail
It has salled.

m--noy
ragl-3rd-loave
He/she has left.
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3.  S7EH COMPLEXITIES

The verb nucleus may consist of a single verb sten,
or a verb stem gsemantically modifled by modifyling, causa-
tive or directional particles, or by reduplication. The
modifying affixes oceur primarily in the pronominal system?
tut may occur with verb stems to simllarly modify thelr
semantic significancs.

kwl-vaw

classifier of common objects-new

new thing

wliul

build

viulA=vaw
build-now
rebulld

Dirﬁctional morphemes ma? occﬁr aione funetioning as
voerb stems, or may combine with other verd stoms to add the
dimension‘of diroction to its meaning. The direction is
given_in'réference to the speaker and hearer - towards the
speaker, away from the speaker, to the hearer or a short
distance away, away from spesker and hearer, and beside

speaker and hoarer.
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to the speaker

to the hearer or a short distance away
avay from the speaker

away from both speaker and hearer
beside speaker and hearer

eI T A |

Functioning as verb stoms in combination with person-
+ subjeet prefixes the following occur as the most common

verbs of motion:

Iu-m ,
2nd=-to the speaker-(sg.)
You come heras

amW
1lst-to the hearer-(sg.)
I go to you.

a-1t
lst~from gpeskor and hearer-{(sg.)
I go away. '

In combination with other verb stems these particles
may be i1llustrated as follows:
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1~t6-m
he~stand-to speaker
He stands nhear mee

it
he-gtand-to hearer
lie stands near you.

i-tb-n
he-stand-away Trom speakor and hearer
He stands far off.

ku-gi-nGki=m
2nd-cause to sit-mpve-~to speaker-(sg.)
Come and sit noar me.

ku~si-n8ki~k
2nd=-cause to sit-move-from speaker-(sg.)
Go and sit away from me.

JuesEno~y
2nd-put there-beside us-(sg.)
Put 1t up there.

In combination with the'object suffixes and the
morpheme ~ke (to meet) these directionals indicate a mecting

of the subject and object persons.
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iwmb=kaegiw=s
3rd=-to speaker-meet-lst-pl.subj.
They come to meet me.

P-wheke-m
1st-to hearer-meet-2nd-(sg.)
i go to meet you.

1—n£-kk

3rd-away from speaker and hearer-meet-(3rd)-(sg.)
lie goes to meet him.

A series of morphemes expressing modes of causation
may combine with verdb stems altering thair semantic compo-
nent cdnéiderably. Up to two of these affixes may occur in
sequence preceding a gilven verb stem. The followlng 1ist
1llustrates the variety of cagusative suffixes which may
occur, using the verb stemst pel (Jump), mat (die), now
(carry away), lug (haul down sail), kfnig (be lost), bwhtay

(put on front edge), vin (turn), tobw (miss).
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Continuous aspect may be expressed by complete or
partial reduplication of the verb stems The spsecific
details of stem reduplication will be the subject of a
further study. The following examples illustrate the

variety of forms which the stem redupllcation may take:
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poyoean
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~ 9¥3dswm
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m{3TgAd-Tnd-7
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snq-gnq-i
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T3d=yT7d~T
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Jo98A 303 Loul

Jojem 5199 ous
S37Y oY
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Land-7
Semqy
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L MORPHOPHONEMICS

The occurrence of allomorphic variants of verbal
affixes depends upon strass placement, vowel harmony and

morphological classification.

k.1, %The stem=final vowel is constant when object suffixes
~are added, except for e which becomes g for non-inclusivé\
plural objects, penultimate vowel e then harmonising with
it and becoming fe. The pemultimate stem vowel is also ¢
for the third person singular object (-Z), the final vowel
being elided.

i—sﬁk‘ |
3rd~givee(3rd)

lie gives him,

Exanples of pll person object suffixes with the stoem
séke~ are given in Charts IV, V and VI.

If the penultimate vowsl is O and the final vowel is
g, the penmultimate vowel becomes g when third person and

first person exclusive object suffixes are added.

i=-t8ke~gw he-leads-me
i~-tbke-m he-leads=-you(sg.)
1-thk he-leads~him
i-tbke-d he-leads-us(inc.dl.)
i-tbke~ds he-leads-us(inc.pl.}
i-tSke~-m he-leads-us(excl.)
f-tbke~nly he-lcads-you

1-thke=-3 he=leads-themn
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4,2, The aspect morphemes n, m, b, have allomorphle
variants depending on the person subject morpheme which

ogours:

na, mA, b occur with first person exclusive plural

br=lch-pel
unreal-lst excl.=jump
He will/may Jump.

nu, m, bu occur with gecond person

bu-kli-pel
unreal-2nd~Jjunp-{sg.)
You will/may Jjump.

ni, mi, bi occur with first person inclusive

ni-ti4p£1
real-1st inc.=juap-(dl.)

n, m, b occur elsevhore

befiwpel
unreal=1lst-jump={sg.)
I will/may jnmp

4,3, Person-subject prefixes have allomorphic variants

depending on stress placement as follows:

a 52 occur when the verb stem 1s unstressed

b gg oceur when the verb stem is stressecd



A Note on Muyuw Verbs 17.

f-sivw I-enter

}-siw I-3tay away

(These two verb stems are identical apart from stress-

placement).

¢ occurs with the aspect morphemes when the stress

. falls on the person prefix for third person.

i oceurs elsevwhere for third person

b=fegiy
unreal-3ird-enter-{sg.)
He will/may enter.

bel=sivw
unreal=3rd-stay away-(sg.)}
ile will/may stay awaye.

4,%, The final vowel of a verb stem is lost unless the
plural morpheme'ocgurs iith‘a stem which has the stress
placement on the penultimate vowol of the verb stem, in
winich case the vowel is retalned.

kG~s5ives

2nd-enter-pl.
You enter.

kupsiua-s
2nd=-gtay away=-ple
You stay awaye.
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5,  MAXIMUM EXPANSION

bobikatiminfyeds’

bo=bei-ktti-ni~-ngye-d-s

cmphatié—unreal—}fd-cause to-continuously-nix-
1st inel.-pl.

Ho will definitely kocep mixing us up.
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Please note the following changes which need to be made in
. A Note on Muyuw Verbs

bottom of p. % occurence should be occurrence

1sexfmiy in all its occurrences should bacome isékemiy %.k :
‘ once

ps7 line 1% gtress should be marked onk in wlulivaw %hart)v
once

p.9. Stress should be moved to the vowel of the final
syllable in the last three examples, as indicated.

p.1l. Example 2 lati-katsr~ should be kati- kater-
Example 5 lamft  should ba "made traveleaary (ki1
from travelling)" rather than'be travel-weary
(die from travelling)"

ps12. Example 3 ymft should be "kill from hunger {(figurativelyr!
rather than "be dying of hunger (figuratively)"
poli. Second last example should be omitted, or the following
two examplas substituted:
j-pwtl he wring it = i-ppwtl he-keeps wringing it
1-pol  he is wringing f1-pulfpol he-keeps wringing
p.ll. Examples % and 5, stress should be moved to the pen-

ultimate vowels, as indicated.

pel5. Line 6 "non-inclusive piural objeeta®™ should be HE{pgte

person exclusive and third person plural objects™

po15 Last line 1-tbke-miy should be i-tbke-miy.



