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Editor's Thte

During the past five years there has been an in-
creasing interest in syntactic studies. The justifica-
tion for the publication at this time of a study of Eng-
Hsh syntax written twenty years ago is that it is still
the most exhaustive study of the subject based on the
immediate constituent model. New models have heen
developed since: Chomsky's transformational model,
Pike's tagmemic model. Since descriptive studies are
being made using these, Nida's work will be useful for
comparing the relative efficiency of the various models.

Eugene A, Nida was born in Oklahoma, attended
the University of California at Los Angeles, and re-
ceived the Ph.D. degree from the University of Mi-
chigan. He was associated for many years with the
Summer Institute of Linguisties, and did field work in
the Tarahumara language of northern Mexico. He is
now Secretary of the Translations Department of the
American Bible Society, and is the author of many
books and articles in the field of linguistics.

The series of linguistic publications in which this
volume is included is designed to provide in a relative-
ly inexpensive form material for linguists, ethnologists,
folklorists, and other scholars, including both native
texts, as in the first three publications, and descrip-
tive material, as in the present volume.
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