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INTRODUCTION

This paper is a statement of the phonemes of the
Yessan-Mayo language. This language is spoken by
approximately 900 speakers who live in the Ambunti sub-
district of the East Sepik District, Papua New Guinea.

There are two major dialects: one spoken by approx-
imately 500 people living on or near the Sepik River, 20
to 30 miles upriver from Ambunti; the other dialect is
spoken by approximately 300 speakers who live north and
west of the river dialect in the flat forest area. This
paper is based on the river dialect.

A previous paper was written in June 1963. This
present paper is a re-write of the 1963 paper. It
corrects various statements of the first paper and adds
new information which has come to light since the first
paper was written.

Research into the Yessan-Mayo language was first
begun in May, 1962. Various language helpers have been
used over the years, all of whom have contributed
directly or indirectly to the analysis of the phonemic
system of the language. Most of these helpers have been
fluent speakers of Pidgin, a few have been English
speakers. All have come from the two villages of Yessan
and Mayo.

We wish to express our thanks to Miss Eunice Pike
and Miss Dorothy James, both of the Summer Institute
of Linguistics, for the help they gave, especially in
the analysis of the vowels.
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2 CHART OF PHONEMES U o
2.1 CHART OF PHONEMIC NORMS |
CONSONANTS Bilabial Alveolar Velar
Stops,Non-Labialized ’
Voiceless t k
Voiced By Bq gg -
Stops,Labialized T
Voiceless kW
Voiced ggw
Fricative P s h
Nasals m n
Lateral 1
Vibrant 7 -
Semi~-Vowel i y
VOWELS Front Central Back
High 3
Mid A
Low - Close .
- Open a

2.2 DESCRIPTION OF CONTRASTIVE FEATURES

el

2.2.,1 CONSONANTS. Consonants are divided into bilabial,
alveolar, and velar on the basis of point of articula-
tion. Consonants contrast in manner of articulation as
to stops, fricatives, nasals, lateral, vibrant, and semi-
vowels. Otops contrast as to labialized and non-
labialized and voiceless and voiced.

2.2.2 VOWELS. Vowels contrast in point of articulation
as to high, mid, and low., High and low contrast only at
the central point of articulation. Low vowels contrast
as to open and closed.



INTERPRETATION 81

3 INTERPRETATION

3.1 STATUS OF ITEMS WHICH MAY BE EITHER CONSONANT OR
VOWEL.

%2.1.1 The phoneme /%/ with its allophones (&), (i), and
(u) is interpreted as vowel when it carries the peak of
syllabicity and occurs in the V position of the wvarious
CV patterns.

/5/ (1) /kiy/ ('kiy) 'drun'
/l&yp/ ('liye) 'moon'
/matiya/ ("meg¥tiya) 'heard,under-
stood’

(%) /sxtd/ ('sztz) 'will sit!
/nitin/ (*niTin) tyou,singular'
/titi/ (' tPts) 'will stand'

(w) /miws/ ('"muws) 'grasshopper’
/Ewt/ ('uwth) 'over there!
/tEw/ ('thuw) 'bamboo torch!

The phoneme /%/ with its allophones (i) and (u) is
interpreted as a consonant when it does not carry the
peak of syllabicity and occurs in the C position of the
various CV patterns.

/&) (1) /tiy/ (rt844) 'bed!
/ey/ (tei) "lime'
/% v/ ('k"5i) ' vam'
/oay/ (*™bai) ‘cuticle!
(u) /ow/ ('ou) 'pot!’
/ow/ (" u) 'grub’
/naw/ ('nau) 'bow (and arrow)'
/tuw/ ('thuu) 'torch!

5.1.2 The phonemes /y/ and /w/ are interpreted as con-
sonants because they do not carry the peak of syllabicity
and occur only in the C position of the various CV
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patterns.

/y/

VA4

/yan/
/yry/
/IAWyE/
/wan/
/wky/

/nawa/

('yan)
(*yey)
(Towyn)
('wan)
('wiy)
(*nawa)

YESSAN~MAYO PHONEMES

'child!
'gsrandmother
'grandmother!

'ear!
'grass skirt!'
‘mother’

5.2 STATUS OF ITEMS WHICH MAY BE EITHER SEQUENCE OR UNIT

5.2.1 The following consonant sequences are suspect of
being either a sequence or unit: (mb), (ng), (kw),
(ngw), (th), (kh), (mph), (nth), and (nkh). Since there
are no noan-suspect sequences of phones, all the pre-
nasalized, labialized, and aspirated sequences are
interpreted as units.

Prenasalized Stops

/“bay/
/DgambA/
/Pga"v/
/Yag/
/wand/
/gwan/

Labialized Stops

/K% k' /
/kwasi/
/PeVay/

Aspirated Stops

/tak/
/kas/
/mat/

(mbiy)
(Ygamba)
(pgamph)
@ fapkh)
(wanth)
(npgwan)

("kwes kwy )
('kwasi)
('pgway)

('thakh)
('khas)
('meY th)

'bark painting'
'evil spirit’
'mud’

'termite’
'snake type'
'fog!'

'‘chicken!
'bat type!
'thigh'

'chin'
'plant type'
'hear,understand’
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4 DESCRIPTION OF PHONEMES

4,1 DESCRIPTION OF CONSONANTS

/t/

/x/

(™)

(t)

()

(k)

(&)

(x)

voiceless aspirated alveolar stop occurs
word initially and finally.

/tak/ (rtPaxt) 'chin!

/ta/ ('tha) 'woman'

/wat/ ('wath) 'house posts'

voiceless alveolar stop occurs word

medially.

/matEya/ ('"ms¥ tiya) 'heard,under-
stood!

/wati/ ('wati) 'breadfruit!

/mata/ ('mat&) ‘string bag'

voiceless aspirated velar stop occurs word
initially and finally.

/kar/ ('khaf) 'old person'
/wak/ ('wakh) 'neck'
/kapawsiy/ ('khapowsiy) 'fish type!
voiceless velar stop occurs word medially.
/tawknati/ (thowk'nats) 'will sleep'
/yakal/ ('yakal) 'snake type'
/kanakan/ (khA'nakAm) 'lots!

voiced velar stop occurs word medially in
free fluctuation with (k).

/AygEw/ (‘eyguw/'eykuw) 'cane type'
/taga/ ('thaga/'thakA) 'hair'

/1lakna/ ('laga/'laka) 'kinship term!
voiceless back velar stop occurs in free
fluctuation with (k) particularly when
contiguous to /a/.

/akna/ ("aka/"aka) 'house'
/yawkam/ ('waFAm/'yokam)'enough'
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/x"/

/" v/

e/

(x")

b

(M%)

(™p)

(OxB)

YESSAN-MAYO PHONEMES

JakaT A/ ('aka®a/'akaTA) ‘'bush rat'

voiceless labialized velar stop occurs word
initially and medially.

/xVar/ ('kVart 'tree type'
/kway/ ('kway) 'rattan type!
/kwkwsté/ ('kwowsti) ~ 'break sticks!
/pak"il/ (*pak™u1) 'something to
hit with'
/6K (R 'pay’
/TawkVati/ (' Yowk"ati) 'drill boles®
voiceless prenasalized aspirated bilabial
stop occurs only word finally,
/tawb/ ('thowmph) 'cassowary'
/s&b/ ('sémph) 'back of house!
/kib/ (kP00 'bat type'

voiced prenasalized labialized bilabial stop
occurs only in fluctuation with (mb) con-
tiguous to (v).

/Mo / ("Bp% /1 Tpy) 'not to have'
/Mb>Tba/ (' HOWLEHW, /1 Wba W )
'hornet type'

voiced prenasalized bilabial stop occurs
word initially and medially.

/"oiy/ ('mbiy) 'husks’

/Pbaraw/  ('Pba¥ow) 'to play’
/Pbasa/ (*Ppasga) 'fruit type'
/Poiy"biy/ ('mbiymbiy) 'to tighten'
/Pbitmi/  ('Pbtni) 'the face'
/pabila/ ('pamb&la) 'to scatter seed!

voiceless prenasalized aspirated velar stop
occurs only word finally.
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/e (g™

/Pas (B
(fa)
/e/ (")

85
/sidg/ ('ségkh) ‘name'
/lalg/ ('lankh) 'thorn'
/taBg/ ('3fagkh) ‘termite'

voiced prenasalized velar stop occurs word
initially and medially.

/Peaba/ (*Bgaba) ‘evil spirit!
/gab/ ('qumph) 'mud’
/Pei1alg"aw) (Jga'1a%g"ow) 'snake type'
/ralgiy/ (' FaPgiy) 'nose'
/siPgav/ ('séngamph) 'shrimp
/saBga/ ('saPga) ‘corn'

voiced prenasalized labialized velar stop
occurs word initially and mediallye.

/Pe'ay/  (*Fg"ay) 'thigh'
/e¥an/  (*Pg'an) 'fog"
/Bgawlb/ ('ggwowmph) 'tree knots'
/1a%"~/  ('1afg"a) 'lizard’
/mslg¥st/  (*matgs B) tcrocodile!
/ta%g A/ ('thaggW«) 'take away'

voiceless prenasalized aspirated alveolar
stop occurs only word finally.
/want/ (‘wanth) 'snake type!
voiced prenasalized alveolar stop occurs
word initially and medially.

/Pdiw/ (' Pauw) 'meet together!
/Mais/ ('Pazs) 'go about doing'
/Pbalds/ ('mbandi) 'wipe with a

cloth!

voiceless labialized bilabial fricative
occurs only in free fluctuation when con-
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/v/

/s/

()

(n)

(8)

YESSAN-MAYO PHONEMES

tiguous to //.

/p>%/ ('p">7/ ' p>¥) 'pig’ -
/potaty/  ('p"> taty/ rget!

'potitd)
/t>e/ ('thapw/'th>p) ‘grass'

voiceless bilabial fricative occurs word
initially, medially, and finally.

/patzy/ ("periy) 'paddle’

/enye/ ('peyp) 'yam type'

/pa/ ('pa) 'stone’

/yaprt/  (‘yapel) 'bad

/Tawpr/ ('2 Fowpn ) 'sago leaves'
Jtopati/  (tP>'pati) 'to buy'

/pAyp/ ('peyp) 'yam type'

Jknp/ ('khAp) 'string'

Jatxp/ (tatip) *machete"

voiceless glottal fricative occurs word
initially and mediallye.

/ha/ (ha) 'father'
/hanay n/ (hanayan) 'older person'
/habs>/ (*habs ) 'think'
/yahaw/ (*'yahow) 'no'

voiceless alveolar grooved fricative occurs
word initially, medially, and finally.

/san/ ('sam) 'died"
/sxtx/ ('s:td) 'will sit!
/sal/ ('s¢l) ‘ground’
/xVass/ ('k"asi) '‘bat type'
/Tasti/ ('? Pasti) 'will put’

/masa/ (*masn) 'kinship term'
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/n/

/n/

(mW)

(m)

(n)

/eas/ (‘peg¥s) 'two'
/las/ ('las) '‘navel!
/nisis/ ("nisis) '‘we two'

voiced labialized bilabial nasal occurs
only in free fluctuation with (m) contiguous
to /o /.

/m> ¥i/ ('m¥s $3/'mo¥a) 'real!

/m:k%>/ ('mw>kW>/'m:kwa) 'forehead!
voiced bilabial nasal occurs word initially,
medially, and finally.

/mati/ (*mata) 'string bag!'
/mi&/ ("megr) 'tree!

/ma/ ('ma) 'where!
/tamna/ ('thamA) 'man'
/kamtz/ ('khamti) 'will sew'
/emaws / (' amow> ) 'mosquitoe"
/sam/ ('sam) 'died!

/lin/ ('1&m) 'heaviness'
/lawansmn/ ('lowanim) 'fish basket!

voiced alveolar nasal occurs word initially,
medially, and finally.

/nan/ ('nan) 'kinship term'
/nzy/ ('niy) 'louse!
/nirin/ ('n&fin) 'you!'

/nEnta/ ('nints) 'will make'
/tamna/ ('thAmnA) 'shoulder!
/mAawniw/ ("mownuw) 'bird type'
/wan/ ('wan) 'ear'

/ynn/ ('yan) 'child!

/wiEn/ ('*wun) 'tree type'
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/y/

<

/x/

(1)

(¥

)

N

YESSAN-MAYO PHONEMES

voiced alveolar lateral occurs word
initially, medially, and finally.

/las/ ('las) 'navel'

/1ny/ ('ley) 'plantable seed’
/1awsik/ ( 'lowss) 'tongs!

/Pavwli/ ("powld) 'breeze’
/watg " Aln/ (*wag"A1n) 'ankle'

/ala/ ('ala) ‘catfish!

/sel/ ('sel) 'ground’
/akVil/ (ak"ul) 'home'

/yakal/ ('yakal) 'snake type'

voiced alveolar trill occurs word medially
and finally (much more often finally) in
free fluctuation with ().

/waYa/ (' WATA /WATA) ' tomorrow' ;"_l
/eoT/ ('p>2/'p>%) 'pig’
/oAT/ (‘me?/ ' me T) 'centipede’

voiceless alveolar trill occurs in
fluctuation with (®) in the enironments
described abovee.

voiced alveolar flap with vowel onset occurs
utterance initial only.

/Tow/ (*2row) 'Jew's harp'
/T AWN/ ('2tfowa) 'Black Palm'
/Talgiy/ (‘o talgiy) 'nose’

voiced alveolar flap occurs medially and
finally.

/eariy/ ('peliy) 'paddle’
/yEwrd/ (*yuwre ) 'later’
/Moataw/  (*Tbafow) ‘play’
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/kar/ ('kPat '0ld person'

/nar/ ('ned) ‘night®

/m>BgWit/  ("maDgWor) ‘crocodile!
/y/ (y) voiced high close front unrounded non-

syllabic vocoid occurs word initially,
medially, and finally.

/yaw/ ('yow) 'enough'

/IANY/ ('yey) 'kinship term'

/yEwrs/ ("yuwl) 'later!

/avyx/ (Towyd) 'kinship term®

/taya/ (the'ya) 'coconut!

/s&ya/ ("siya) 'sat!

/tiy/ ('t8iy) 'bed!

/Pgay/ (*Ygay) 'to park’

/tay/ ('thay) 'stretch out hand!
/w/ (w) voiced high close back rounded nonsyllabic

vocoid occurs word initially, medially, and

finallye.

/wan/ ('wan) 'ear!

/wky/ ("wiy) 'grass skirt!'

/w-oramsi/ (w>'Yamsi) 'tobacco’

/nawizy/ ("nawiy) 'mother!

/miEws/ ('muws) 'grasshopper'

/nawa/ ('nawa) 'female'

/naw/ (*naw) 'a bow'

/tEw/ (' tPuw) ' torch!

/avikiEw/ ('owkuw) 'sugar cane'

4.1.1 CONTRASTS OF CONSONANT PHONEMES

/p/ and /™b/ contrast in identical and analogous environ-
ments.
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/pix/ ('piy) 'spear’ :

/Toiy/ (*Mpiy) '‘bark palntlng

/pxyr/ (piyt) ‘pus’

YT iyt snake type

/Poeyt/ (' PoiyE) 'snake type'

/kap/ (! K2 p) 'string'

/ggAmb/ 'ggA ) '‘nud!

/kapolaw/ ('k apolaw) 'short!

/kamba/ ('khambg>) 'swamp grass'
/p/ and /w/ contrast in identical and analogous environ-
mentse.

/pE5/ ('piy) 'spear’

/wiy/ ("wiy) ‘grass skirt'

/apixy/ ('apiy) 'father!

/nawxy/ ("nawiy) 'mother!

/ap/ (‘ap) 'bird’

/ov/ (‘o w) 'a grub'
/t/ and /?d/ contrast in identical and analogous environ-
mentse.

/wand/ ('wanth) 'snake type'

Jwat/ ('wath) ‘rafters'

/tEw/ ('thuw) 'torch!

/Rdaw/ ("auw) 'meet together'

/Pralai/  ('Poaadi) 'wipe with a

cloth!

/mata/ (*mata) ‘net bag'
/t/ and /s/ contrast in identical environments.

/sa/ (‘sa) 'baste tissue of

palns'
/ta/ ('tha) 'woman'

YESSAN-MAYO PHONEMES
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'kinship term!'
'net bag!'

'little finger®
'knuckles'!

'haipr!
'kinship term!'
'take away'
'lizard!

'to be!

'snake type'

'underneath!
'bird type!

'baste tissue of
coconut palm'

'to come'!

'kinship term'
'tadpole’

'navel!

/masa/ ('masa)
/mati/ (*matsi)
/Pens/ ('Dgas)
/tent/ ('Pgat)
/t/ and /1/ contrast in identical and analogous
environments,
/taka/ (' tPaka)
/laka/ ('laka)
/ta}gvn / ('thaqg“k
/1a%g", / ('1a%"\)
/titana/  (tP%'tana)
exlate” /(Fga1aDg" )
/kiwl/ (*kPuwl)
/kiwt/ CrPuwt D)
/s/ and /y/ contrast in identical and analogous
environments.
/sa/ ('sa)
/ya/ ('ya)
/masa/ ("masa)
/mayamaya/ ('mayamaya)
/las/ ('las)
/lay/ ('lay)

'to wrap'

/k/ and /%g/ contrast in identical and analogous

environmentse.

/kiFisiy/  ('kPibisiy)
/gitisiy/ ('Dgivisiy)

/tadgiy/
/akiy/

(*2ratgiy)
('akiy)

'insect type'
'frog'

'nose'’
‘dagger!
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/Fag/ ('> pathc)
/vek/ (' tBax®)

YESSAN-MAYO PHONEMES

'termite! -
‘chin'

/gg/ and /ng/ contrast in identical and analogous

environment,

/k/ and /x%/

environment.

/n/ and /™v/

environment.

/n/ and (nd)
environment.

/Pgan/ (*Ygan)
/Pg¥an/  ("PBg¥an)
/Mgay/ ('Hgay)
Me¥ay/  (Pg¥ay)
staltgas (' 6Pabga)
/tae"s / ('thaggwA)

contrast in identical
Jkar/ ('kPa¥)
/x%at/ ('k"ar
/kxy/ ('khiy)
/Ky / ('x"iy)

contrast in identical

/masa/ ('masa)
/Pbasa/ ("®basa)

/T&na/ ( ¥3'ma)
/T&"ba/ ( 2'Pba)

‘next to!
'fog'

‘grease'
'thigh!

‘canoe landing'
'take away'

and analogous

'old person'
'tree type'

'druml
'cut meat!

and analogous

'kinship term'
'fruit type'

'to strengthen'
'flea’

'went!
'bat type'

contrast in identical and analogous

/yEn/ ('yim)
/™, ('xPaTphy
/wan/ (*wan)
/wald/ ('wanth)
/mana/ ("mann)

/kwafandA/ (kwa'fandA)

'ear’
'snake type'

‘can not!
'lizard type'
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/nxs/
/Pass/

('n#s)
('"ais)

93

'we two'
'go about doing'

/1/ and /®d/ contrast in identical and analogous

environment.
/las/
/ndés/
/mal/
/wand/

/ala/

/K% Falda/ (kWs ' Halda)

('1is)
(*Mais)
('mal)
(*walt

('ala)

by

‘make fire'
‘go about doing'

'sharp'
'snake type'

‘catfish!
'*lizard type'

/%/ and /"d/ contrast in identical and analogous

('2 falgatlba) 'preventing'

'profit!

'fly type!
'‘lizard type'

‘old person!
'snake type'

'navel!
'to put!

'thorn'
'termite!

' tongue'!
'male’

‘cloud!

environment,
/TabgAFiba/
/PdalgarPba/ (*"daaPgr ¥ 0n)
/wa¥a/ ('wara)
/x> Faldn/ (kws'Fanda)
/ka¥/ ('k a¥)
Jwald/ (rwatD)
/%/ and /1/ contrast in identical and analogous
environment,
/las/ (*las)
/Tas/ ('aras)
/1a%g/ ('1a%™)
/rals/  (roralP)
/tawlis/  ('tPawll)
/tawra / ('thawa)
/nal/ ('nel)
//n'\i'/ ( 'nei‘)

‘night!
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/T/ and /t/ contrast in identical and analogous
environment,

/TAwA/ ('>Towa) 'Black Palm'
/tawa/ ('thOWA) 'foot!

/nara/ ('nafa) 'kinship term®
/nata/ ('nata) 'kinship term!'
/naxr/ ('nat) 'tree type'
/nat/ ('nevth) 'house type'

/h/ and /t/ contrast in identical and analogous
environment.

/ha/ ('ha) 'father!
/ta/ ('tha) 'woman'
/yahav/ ('yahow) ‘no!
/yatix/ ('yat#) 'will come'
/b/ and /k/ contrast in analogous environment.
/hayat/ (‘haye?) 'good!
Jkayti/  ('klayti) 'will pull!
/yahaw/ ('yahow) 'no!
/aksy/ ('akiy) 'dagger’
/h/ and /?g/ contrast in analogous environment,
/hanayan/ ('hanayen) 'older person'
/Bgen/ ('Bgan) ‘next to!
/yahaw/ ('yahow) 'no!
/yatga/ (*yalga) 'burning end of
firewood'

/b/ and /p/ contrast in identical and analogous
environment.

/ha/ ('ha) 'father!
/pa/ (pa) 'stone’
/yahaw/ ('yahow) 'no'

/kap>sty/ ('khapnsiy) 'fish type'
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4.2 DESCRIPTION OF VOWELS

/x/

voiced high close central unrounded vocoid has

allophones which range from high close front (i),

95

and high close central (&) to high close back (W)
from high open front (\), and wmid open front back

(€’) to high open back (u).

There is a tendency

to fluctuation between allophones, but they never

contraste.
(1) tends to occur preceeding /5/
/tiy/ (' tBiy) 'bed!
/k&y/ ('khiy) 'drum!
/wkyaka/ (wi'yaka) 'salt!
/kEyi/ (‘khiy&) 'before!
(\) tends to occur following /y/; following /T/

(u)

(v)

and /1/ word finally, and between bilabials

and alveolarss

/wiyi/ ("wiyd) 'hornet type'
/yim/ ('yem) ‘went!
/arari/ ('arai.) 'my*

/wati/ ("wut ) ‘one!
/Pbatmi/ (*"btmi) 'face'

tends to occur preceeding /w/.

/tiw/ (' tPuw) 'torch!
/mEws/ ('muws) 'grasshopper!
/nEwkiw/ ('nuwkuw) 'May fly'
/&Wwt/ ('uwth) 'over there'
tends to occur following /w/ or preceeding
labialized consonants,

/wks/ ('wus) 'skin!

/win/ ('"wun) 'tree type'
/x"inta/ ('x" nts) 'boil soup'

/™ awtk ™ / (""powtk¥y) 'to kill'
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(¢ ) tends to occur word finally following or
between bilabials.

/Poi/ ("pe>) 'what'
/mi/ ('me?) 'tree'

(%) tends to occur in all other environments.
Jkitity/  ('katats) 'will lock door' *_
/n&tata/ ("naPar) *vours'

/AliéTbEw/ ('gli buw) ‘cane type'
/k&b/ Tt h) 'bat type'

There is restricted free variation of the (u) allophone
of /%/ with the (o) allophone of /A/. This occurs only
in certain wordse.

/n/

/kxlaw/kElaw/ ('khéluw/'kéilow) 'road!
/eBgiliw/aPgilaw/
('aqgéluw/'aqgilow)'house fly!

voiced mid open central unrounded vocoid has

allophones which range from mid close front (e)
to mid close back (o0); from mid open front (g) to
mid open central (A), to mid open central fronted

s -

(A%), to mid open front lowered (¢v). There is a
tendency to fluctuation between allophones but
they do not contraste.

(e) tends to occur before /y/.

/dgny/ (Dgey) 'cockatoo®
/ayn/ (Yeya) 'cooked'
/Nys/ ('eys) 'four!
/amaya/ ('ameya) 'ran'

(¢) tends to occur contiguous to /1/ and /%/.
/41" biw/ ('¢1aMbuw) ‘cane type'
/A TEwEw/ ("¢ PEwuw) 'door’
/Pal/ ('pel) 'tree type'

/aylan/ ('aylen) 'slowly!
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/sal/ (*s¢l) 'ground’
/nal/ (*nel) 'cloud!

(o) tends to occur preceeding /w/.
/awkEw/ ('owkuw) 'sugar cane'
/aw/ (‘ow) 'pot!
/tawmo/ ('thowmph) 'cassowary!
/tawa/ ('thOWA) 'foot!

(A¢) tends to occur in fluctuation with (¢) in the
environments named above.

/erl/ ('Bel/'pacl) 'tree type'
/nal/ ('ntgl/'na<l) 'cloud!
/snl/ ('sel/'sal) 'ground’

(¢¥) tends to occur preceeding /®/, /t/, and /s/
in closed syllables.

/®rs/ ('pevs) "two!

/nap/ (‘nevp) 'blood!

/nat/ ('ngvth) 'house type!

/unt/ ('mevt®) 'hear,understand’
(A) tends to occur in all other environments,

/xam/ ('kBAm) 'you all

/knas/ ('khAs) 'mosquitoe type'

/agn/ ('aPga) 'rest!’

/nEnya/ ('nanya) 'made’

voiced low close back rounded vocoid has allophones

which range from low close back (o) to voiced low

open back rounded vocoid (b) to low close front
rounded (3). There is a tendency to fluctuation
between allophones but they never contrast.

(v) tends to occur contiguous to labialization.
/kWo kY5 / ('kWpkWy) 'chicken'
/Devstopti/ ('qgwbtnpti) 'today!

/ow/ ("vw) 'grub!
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(3) tends to occur preceeding /y/.
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/" y/ ('k"5y) 'yams'
/w>y/ ('wsy) 'yam type'
(2) tends to occur in all other environments.
/sok/ ('s:kh) ‘dry!
/soena/ ('s>BA) 'snake'
/%> / ('"Mp>) 'not have'
/a/ voiced low open front unrounded vocoid.
/ex / (taka) 'house'
/ap/ ('ap) 'bird!
/aggAtaqu/ ('anAtaggA) ‘hurry'
/s¥pa/ (s&'pa) 'seed!
/ta/ ('ta) 'woman'

4.2.1 CONTRAST OF VOWEL PHONEMES

/®/y /n/y />/, and /a/ contrast in identical and

analogous environments,
/Ewk/
/A k/
/>k/
/ak/
/Tawn/
/fAWA/
/Tow/
/Taw/

/ux/
/maw/
/mok"A /
/ma/

/t&"ba/
/ta"ba/

/tambA/
/t>Mba/

('uwkh)
('axD)
(kD)
(ak™)
("> 2uwa)
('atowa)
(*27bw)
("2Yaw)

('me )
("mow)
( 'm:kvj\)
('ma)

(' 62:0p4)

(' thamp A)

‘over there'
'over there!
'water!
'then'

'wind blows hard!'
'Black Palm type'

'dJew's harp'
'piece of wood'

'tree’
'rain'
'forehead!
'where'

'drawing water'
'calling'
'biting'
'meaning!
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/wiPa/ ("wut) 'one’

/WAL A/ ('"waTA) ' tomorrow"
/wata/ ('wara) 'fly type'
/wiTamsi/ (Wv'ramsi) *tobacco!

4,3 SUPRA-SEGMENTAL ITEMS
«5.1 PHONEMIC STATUS OF TONE, STRESS, AND LENGTH

Tone and length are not phonemically pertinent,

Stress is predictable and, therefore, non-phonemic,
The following rules apply to the placement of stress on
the word level.

l. The first syllable of a word which contains /a/
is stressed.

2. When there is no syllable containing /a/ in a
word, the first syllable of the word is stressed.

/anaBba/ (' ama"ba) 'running’

/% awkna™ba/ ('thowk'nambA) 'sleeping'
/sEpa/ (s&'pa) 'seed!
/w>Tamsi/  (wo'ramsi) 'tobacco’
/tEtate/ (' tPatati) 'will stand
/Llawsz/ (*lowss) 'tongs'

4,3,2 INTONATION

Two contrastive intonation patterns have been
observed: tentative pause, and final pause. Tentative
pause 1s rising and unrelaxed and may be symbolized by
/s/« Final pause is falling and relaxed and may be
symbolized by /./.

/an awos at#./ 'T will eat food.!
/an awos at#, an ak yiti./ 'When I eat then

I will go.'!
/an yara yim./ 'I went yesterday.'

/an yata yim,?gY5pti sing vawa./ 'I went yes-
terday and came
back today.'
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5 NON-CONTRASTIVE FEATURES
The following non-phonemic transition between con-
sonant clusters occurs across syllable boundariese

5.1 No transition is found between consonant clusters
as follows:

a) between /w/ or /y/ plus anything

/iy Tbiy/ (" PoiyTbiy) 'to tighten'
/Ays/ ('eys) 'four'
/tawls/ ('thawli) 'tongue'

b) between anything plus /w/. /y/, and /T/
/anwky/ ('amwiy) 'shrimp trap'
/nEnya/ ("niEnya) 'made'
/narimis/ ("natimt ) 'ours plural’

c) between nasal plus /s/, /p/, nasal, and stop
/kamts/ ('khamti) 'will sew'
/yammna/ ('yamna) 'tree type'
/m>msi/ ("m>ms#) 'snake type'
/k"anpita/ ('k"anpits) 'portion out'

d) between voiceless stops plus nasal
/Poatmi/ ("Poctmi) 'face'

e) between /s/ or /1/ plus anything except pre-
nasalized stops

/kiwlks/ ('xPuwlks) 'underneath’
/wiswar/ ('wuswar') 'Sepik River'
/nasvay/ (*naswey) 'disagree’

5.2 There is an (9) transition between /r/ and any
stope.
/knattid/ ('khaPotd) 'to scrape'
/Beatnaya/ ('‘Pgat’meya ) 'vbroken'’
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5.5 There is an (m) transition between any slop, /1/,
/T/, or /s/ plus a prenasalized bilabial stope

/mbAfmbA/ ("o £%on) 'planting yams'®

/mbASmbN/ ("®basPon) 'laying a flooxr*

/k&D awk b A/ ('khifOkabA) 'cleaning up!
5e4 There is an (h «~ 2 ) transition in the following
environments:

a) between /p/ plus /1/ and voiceless stop
/e i/ ('DgWeph/o t&)  'today'
/sapla / ('S&Ph/alA) 'hole'

d) between voiceless stops plus voiceless stops,
nasals and /1/.

/1ikti/ ('1akD7° £4) 'bring up’
/1atlana/ ('1Cthﬁ’1anA) 'five!
/tAwknambA/ ( thowkhﬁg'nambA) 'sleeping’
c) between prenasalized stops and /8/
/pitgpilte/ ('?éngh/bpigkh/ 'bat type'
6 DISTRIBUTION

6.1 GENERAL

The syllable is the unit chosen as the basis for the
discussion of distribution. A syllable consists of only
one vowel with optional onset or terminus.

The following six CV patterns occur in the
syllables:

v /a/ ('a) 'to eat!

/>m>tika / (">.mdetdka) 'truly!

CvV /ma/ ('ma) 'where!

/ha/ ('ha) 'father!
/mata/ ("maets) 'net bag'
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Ve /ny/ ('ey) 'lime’
/avw/ (*ow) 'pot!
/How/ (‘pw) 'erub!
/om/ ('>m) 'flesh'
CcveC /nan/ ('nan) 'kinship term!
/lam/ ('lam) 'saw'
/rasti/ ('>ras.t&) 'will put!
Ccvce /nays/ ('neys) 'mucas’
/mawk/ ('muwkh) 'breagt!’
/pAyk/ (*peyk™) 'river'
VCe /nys/ (teys) 'four'
/Ewt/ ('uwth) 'over there'
/aye/ ('eyp) 'basket type'
/xys &ys/ ('iys ‘iys) 'calling a dog'

6.2 SPECIFIC
6.2.1 DISTRIBUTION OF PHONEME INTO THE SYLLABLE

The following classes of phonemes have been set up
on the basgsis of their occurrence within the syllable:

Class A - Vowels. Vowels occur filling the nucleus
of the syllable. Vowels have been divided into sub-
classes on the basis of distribution.

Subclass 1 - All vowels comprise this subclass and
occur in the nucleus of CV and CVC syllables,

Subclass 2 - All vowels except /&/ comprise this
subclass and occur in the nucleus of VC syllables.

Subclass 3 - /#/ and /»/ comprise this subclass
and occur in the nucleus of VCC and CVCC syllables.

Subclass 4 - /»/ and /a/ comprise this subclass

and occur in the nucleus of V syllable,
Class B - Consonants. Consonants may occur filling
either the onset or terminus of the syllable and are
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divided into subclasses on the basis of distribution.

Subclass 1 - All consonants comprise this subclass
and occur in syllable initial C slot,

Subclass 2 - occurs filling the final C slot of
the syllable terminus and consist of all consonants ex-
cept /h, k", and By,

Subclass 3 ~ occurs filling the pre~final C slot
of the syllable terminus and consists of /y/ and /w/.
/w/ in this slot has been observed preceeding /k, 1, s,
n, r, m, and t/. /y/ has been observed preceeding
/1, t, s, T, p, and k/.

6.2.2 Consonant clusters across syllable boundaries.
There seems to be no perticular pattern as to the way
consonants can cluster across syllable boundaries. The
following chart shows which clusters of two have been
observed thus far. The phoneme /b/ never occurs in a
cluster and /d/ never occurs as the first phoneme of a
cluster. /y/ and /w/ can occur as the first consonant
of a cluster with almost every other consonant phoneme,
When clusters of three consonants occur, /y/ and /w/
are always one of the consonants. The following clusters
of three have been observed: ykt, wlk, ysk, wtk, ysf,
ykT', ypre.

6.2.5 Distribution of the syllable into the phonemic
word, a word being a meaningful unit which may occur in
isolation.

Class A - may occur only word initially and singly
as a phonemic word. There are four members of this class:
v, VC, cvcc, vce.

Class B - may occur word initially, medially,
finally and singly as a phonemic word. There are two
members of this class: Cv, and CVC,
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CONSONANT CLUSTERS
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7. ORTHOGRAPHY
7.1 SUGGESTED ORTHOGRAPHY

Phoneme Allophgnes Orthographical Symbol
/t/ (t),(t7) t
/k/ (), (k) K
/mb/ (mb’mph,mbw) b
Y, (Pa), (Ped) a
/Me/ Pg), (™) 5
/x%/ kw
/Mg"/ EW
/®/ P
/s/ s
/h/ h
/n/ (m), (m") mn
/n/ n
/1/ 1
o~ (F,%,%,°%) i

W

Y
/:?f/ 5
/%/ (1,C, %,¢>) i
(u,u) u
/a/ (ea'\,t s €Y 9 AL ) e

(o)
/2/ (3 , o, 5) Z
/a/ (a) a
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7.2 SAMPLE TEXT - 1.

LES |

I}g;i'j_pmbakénels waminkins

¥im khiyu Bgst5"pa  fim th:mapiy Mpowkta na )
rim kiyi goroba rim tomapiy bowkra na
they before Goroba they beak big and

. V. . . h.- -. -
wamién  Tim thgmaply eyss>e Tiam >p t #manam,

wamin rim tomapiy eyso. rim oOp timenim,
hornbill they beak small. *They thus were,
na DgofoPba Ffim  at®  ap eysse na  wamin
na goroba rim et ap eyso. na wamin

and kingfisher they there bird small. And _Hornbill

fim ap Byowkda. na fim ha"bolaweyidm,

rim ap bowkra. na rim habolaweyim,

they bird bige. and they thought in vain,

na JgorPbe YEmni waman Tam wom. na

na goroba rimni Wamin rim wom. - na

and Kingfisher them Hormbill they said. And

Yim S5kB wazrt wiyim. na  Pim  AkD warin o
rim ok war wiyim., na rim ek warin

they water down washed. And they there go-down

o

won k"> ¥ atana eymiy na Yim nbAkD
won kworetane eymiy na rim evek
ironwood crossed place and they there
akh AtAkh warin wiyzm,. na kbiyx wam#n
ok etek warin wiyim ., na kiyi wamin

water there go-down washed. And before Hornbill
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rém  Fgo7oTba ¥imns yopuw tim. na 3go¥s"ba
rim goroba rimni yopuw tim,. na goroba
they Kingfisher them trick were. And King-~
fisher
rim  Pbafks té&manim, na wamin Atam khiy,
rim barki timenim, na wamin etem kiyi
they shore-at were, and  Hornbill they  before
watEm. wamin T'&m kliye warin wiyin
warim. wamin rim kiyi warin wiyin

went-down.Hornbill they before go-down wash-and

. . . . v

Y&m wayan ramking S&ni wayAmbtm. r/lg:ur;' ba

rim wayen rimkini sini wayebim. goroba

they come=up with-them again came up King-
fisher

VO v, . . o

TEmkaEns war bzm, na waman r:m wayAn

rimkini warbim, na wamin rim wayen

with-them went-down, and Hornbill they come-up

9g:f>mba Atamre thamapiykﬁf potan theyktim.
goroba etemri tomapiyker potin teyktim,
Kingfisher their beak took-and fastened.

Free Translation:

Once upon a time the Kingfisher had a big beak and the
Hornbill had a small beak. They were like that and the
Kingfisher was a small bird. The Hornbill was a big
bird. They thought in vain and the Hornbills said to
the Kingfishers. They went down to wash. They went
down to the place where the ironwood tree was across
the water and they went down and washed there., Before
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the Hornbills tricked the Kingfishers. The Kingfishers
stayed on the shore and the Hornbills went down first
The Hornbills went down first and washed and while they
were coming up the Kingfishers went down. While the
Kingfishers went down the Hornbills came up and took
the Kingfishers' beaks and put them one.
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