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1.0 Introduction

The Yadé (Nagatman, Nagatiman) 1language is first mentioned by
Loving and Bass (1944) as a linguistic isolate. D.C. Laycock (1973
classifies it as a Trans—New Guinea Phylum level isolate. (see also
Laycock (1973))

The  Yadé# language is a Non-Austronesian language spoKen by
approximately 580 speakers living in the West Sepik Province. The eight
villages which comprise the language group are located in the lowland
rainforest halfway between Amanab and Edwaki. There are no Known
dialects,

In May 1984 we began language study and analysis in the village of
Nagatiman following a monoligual approach. The information presented in
this paper is based primarily on spoken texts and other data obtained
during our stays in the language area,

1.1 MORPHOPHONEMICS
The following morphophonemic rules are general tendencies to note

for future reference.

a) e+ 8or e ——=>@

b) C + LV ——==- y CeCV
c) ot ag-———m- ) owo
d oV + W ———-- ¥ nVNY

where N is a nasal consonant
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2.0 WORDS

2.1 NOUNS

Nouns can occur by themselves, or they can be suffixed to indicate
plurality. Only a few nouns take a plural suffix. Nouns can alsoc be
possessed. :

2.1.1 PLURALIZING NOUNS

A plural sutfix -ré or -re is added on %o certain nouns to indicate
plurality. The stress is shifted to remain on the penultimate syllable
when the plural suffix is added. The pluralized form is one
phonological unit.

12 *néba né*ba-re
child child-pl
child ‘children

2) “ama a‘ma-re
dog dog-p1l
*dog”’ *dogs”

3) ‘dife di*fe-reé
village village-pl
*village” ‘*villages’

Some nouns take on completely different forms when being
pluralized.

4) mise one
woman WORmE R
‘woman’ ‘women ’
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There are certain plural suffixes which can only occur with Kin
terms. They are used in conversational speech, as well as in texts,

5) Sebo bi afu-nino étani me-pa-me-t-r-a.
1pl poss grandfather-pl long ago 1iKe-dt-3pl.sub-pst-d-pl
*Our grandfathers did it 1ike this long ago.’

&) Sebo bi semre-nina O  aia-nine ...ees
1pt poss great grand parent-pl or father-pl .......

*Our great grandparents or our fathers ......."

2.1.2 COUNTABLE NOLNS

Countable nouns include common nouns, animal and plant names, and
animate and inanimate objects. They can be modified and possessed.

7) do
house

*house’
8) ama
deog
LY dogl
#) nage
sagoc palm
*zago palm’
10> Bo bo bi do wa n-u—i-o.
Is 1 poss house to 1.sb-go-s.sb-indic
*1‘m going to my house.’
11> Bo ama-re téde.
1s dog-pl two

*1 have two dogs.’
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12) Bo sgéfa debotako.
Is arrow many

*1 have many arrows.’

2.1.3 PROPER NAMES
Proper nouns include peoples’ names, and land and river names, A
person‘s name may be the name of a common noun, such as “*bat’, “*mouse”,

‘spider’ or ‘grubworm’. When these common nouns are used to signal a
person“s name, they cannot be possessed.

13) Anisowai
male name

*Anisowai”’
14) Kanéko
land name
*‘name of bush’
15) Mara
river name
*name of river”
14) Jede
female name, fruit bat

*Jede’ or “fruit bat”

2,1.4 UNCOUNTABLE NOUNS

Proper nouns and mass nouns maKe up the set of uncountable nouns.

Following is a list of some mass nouns: These nouns cannot generally be
possessed.

17) tu
water
*water”

1B) wino

blood

*blood’
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19) ahea
smoke

*smoKe”

2.1,5 INALIENABLY POSSESSED NOUNS

Kinterms make up the only set of inalienable possessed nouns.  The
bound prefix is used to distinguish second and third possessive, First
person possessive uses the free pronoun with the possessive marker bi,
along with the ¥in term. Even though it is acceptable to use the
possessive marker bi along with the second and third possessed Kin
terms, it is more common to wse the bound possessed forms alone.

Some of the Kin terms follow a phonological pattern when possessed
in the second and third person. The vowel i always appears with the
second person possessive morpheme. The vowel o always appears with the

third peson possessive morpheme. A transitional consonant == is
infixed in Kin terms that begin with the vowel a.

200 afa
older sibling
*older sibling’

21) bri-j=aha
2 poss~tc-older sibling
‘your older sibling’

22) Bodi-j-aha gadi Dawi.

2 poss—tc-older sibling talk Dawi
*His older sibling, Dawi said.’

23) Ke bodi-j-aya me sede-mo-t-r-o-bé.
that 3 poss tc father ob mkr trick-3du.sb-t-3sm.ob-du-when
*Uhen those two were tricking their father,

24) Aya the gadi-no-do-d-&.
father ob mKr talk-1s.sb-d-3sm.ob-s

*1 say to my father.’
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25) bri-j-aya

2 poss-tec-father

*your father”

24) EKoKwadome bri=j-afu-ju

2s.sb/go east/co 2 poss-tc—father in law-? with

*You go east with your father-in-law’s.”

Some kin terms have irregular possessed forms that do not

the unpossessed forms.

27)

28)

29)

300

31)

32}

bo bi fiweni
1s poss sister’s child

‘my sister’s child’

Jju  bi bi-noda

2s poss 2 poss-sister’s child
‘vour sister’s chilg”

by bi bo-noda

3s poss 3 poss-sister’s child
*his sister’s child’

bo bi néba

1s poss child

*my chitd”

Ju bi bi-Ko

2s poss 2 poss-child

*your child

bu bi bo-kKa

35 poss 3 poss-child

‘his child”
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Body parts do not appear to be inalienably possessed, and can stand

by themselves. I+ ther are possessed, they take on the possessive
mar¥er Bi.

33) ato afabo bu bi
body flesh 35 poss
*his/her flesh’

34) Fato me hi-dé-g~re-me.
shin ob mkr eat-3sm.sb-fu-d-fu

“He bites the shin.’

2.2 POSTPOSITIONS

Postpositions function as locatives, referentials, instrumentals,
accompaniment, and exclusives, as in ‘only’ and ‘also’,

mago ‘from’ or ‘thing used for’

wa *te’ or ‘only’

na ‘with’

me ‘cbject marker’, “locative’, purpose’,

*about scmething”

matabo *also’, ‘same’, ‘that’s the way it is’
mata *also”
fawa ronly”
my ‘reatly”’
33) Ke tato nage na mohueijo

those lizzard sago with 3du.sb/carey/from bush3pl.ob

bota mago.
3 poss mother from

*Those two carry back from the bush those 1lizzards with sago from
their mother.”
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36) Na Ke gade fa-mé-t-o matasfa wa fo.
and that turtle take-3pl.sb-t-du-sb sKy to throw up

*And those two took that turtie and threw [it) up to the sky,
37) Na mo me Ke na hohui-né-t-aya.

and fish ob mKr these with 1look for-1.sb-t-3p1.0b

*And we look for fish with these,’

The postposition me appears to operate on a human/animate,
nonhuman/inanimate hierarchy, when occuring as the object marKer in a
clause. Although no conclusive data is yet available, several examples
seem to substantiate this theory. Me always marks the object of a
clause when that object is a proper name or pronoun. It does not mark

the object of a clause when that object is an inanimate object such as
‘stone’ or nonhuman object, such as ‘dog’.

38) Bo Misawadiji me hui-no-d-g-¢.
1s name ob mkr see~l.sb-d-3sf.ob-s.sb

*l see Misawadiji.’
37) Bo bu me hui-no-d-g-¢.
1s 3 ob akr see~).sb-d-3sf.ob-s.sh
*1 see her.’
40) Bo ama teke-no-d-#-é&.
s dog hit-is.sb~d-3sf.ob-s.sb
*1 hit the dog.”
41} Bo aniji hui-no-d-f-E.
1s stone see-1s.sb-d-3sf.ob-s.sb
*] see the stone’.
42) Ta bo ebé gadi me Keéme gadi-ne-d-¢.
finish 1s this talk about therefore talk-1.sb-d-1s.sb

*Now that is why I'm talking about this talk,~

43) Wetéke Kéme Deméji me déde yanowai na.
Weteke therefore Demeji ob mkr shoot sorcery with

*That is why Weteke shot Demeji with sorcery.’
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44) Kwe bo dunuju do me nédebéméme.,
but 1¢ wounds house in rest/1.sb/3pl.ob

*But I rest my wounds in the house.’
43) Na  bota nage me tuju. 3sf.s/pst/go
and 3 poss mother sago purpose
*And their mother went out for the purpose of getting sago,”
46) Na sebo bi aya-nino na matabo.
and 1pl poss father-pl and same
*And it was the same with our forefathers.’
47) Kredi déde jowa wa.
pig shoot one only
*We shot pnly one pig.’
48) Na kwe bu wa hi-me—d-a-me
and but 3 only eat-3pl.sb-d-pl1-?

*But they alone eat [pigl.’

Fawa means ‘only’ when two or more people could be included in the
thought, but only one is mentioned.

4%) Na  mogo bu me fawa hui-to-d-g-¢.
and corpse 3 ob mkr only see-pst-d-3sf.ob-is.sb
*And I saw only her corpse.’

90) Na bu me fawa huyju-té-t-g-g.
and 3 ob mkr only get up~pst-t-3sf.,ob-i1s.sb
*And I get only her up.’

The intensifier mu is a postposition which modifies nouns,
adjectives and negatives.

51) Na  ti feidawa my fata-me~t-r—e,
and wood many intn appear-3pl.sb-pst-d-tv

*And 2 whole lot of wood appeared.’
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a92)

a3)

2.3

10
Etani ho mu ké wame-me—t-r-a—-bé,
leng age man real those fight-3p).sb~pst-d-pl.sb-when

*When those real men (warriors) fought Tong age.’

Kwe hapane mu fa-fa me.
but neg really redup~take ab Kmr

*Then you really will not cateh Lfishl.”

DEMONSTRATIVES

The following forms make up the demonstrative pronouns. EbE means

*this’ or “these’ and usually refers to things that are close. K& means
‘that’ or “those’ and vusually refers to things farther away.

“4)

33)

96)

10

: : !
DEMONSTRATIVE | ebé ! k& !
: ! :

Ebé ihe tako yadé bi-ne.
this canoe big who poss—gues

*Whose big canoe is this’?

Ke kredi mogo kide-n-u-d-é-me.

that pig carcus leave-1-far-d-s,sh-7

*1 teft that pig carcus [far away] behind.’

Ta ebé Déméji bi gadi té-po-t-r-@.

finish this Demeji poss talk teli-l1s.sb-t-3esm.ob-5.cb

Il am now telling this talk of Demeji‘s.’
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191

Ké when used in conjuction with the morpheme na, see example 59,
means “with‘. UWhen Ké is used with the morpheme b# and affixed to the
verb, it marks a relative clause, See section 4.4 ip Relative Clayse,
Ké is also the normal form of the demonstrative used to encode

definite~given information is texts. It ususlly occurs preceding the
noun it modifies.

97) Na mana Ké gade fa-mé-t-o.
and then that turtle take-3du.sb-t-du.sb
*And then those two took that turtle.”

98 Na  KE mi-si-a.
and those 3pl.sb-come-pl.sb
*And they return.”’

592) Na  séga-tami meta wé-no-K-opu na Ké
and sago basket in pour-1pl.sb-K-back and forth and that

na mana ¥Kedi-damé.
with thes =set-3sf.sb

*And we pour [the water) back and forth into the sago basket, and
with that fwaterl, the fsagol sets.’

Occasionally Ké occurs following the noun it is modifying, as in
example &0,

40) Na  gade ké fa-fa-meé-t-r-a.
and turtle those redup-take-3pl.sb-pst-d-pl.sb

*And they took those turtles.’
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2.4 PRONOUNS

Free pronouns are free forms which occur in subject and ogject
position in clauses and substitute for nouns in the noun phrase. They
are possessable. Pronouns also serve as referentials in texts when the

name of the participants are not mentioned . They are listed in chart
below.

PRONOUNS
H H Number ;
{ Person | singuliar dual & plurall
= e e i
: 1 bo sebo/se i
i 2 Ju sobo/so i
' 3 bu bu i

Pronouns fill object slots in clauses. The shortened form of the
pronouns occurs when it functions as the object of the clause.

é61) Sebo Korabé ase-t-u-d-o.
ipl night walk-pst-far-d-1du.sb
‘e two went walking at night.”’
62) Bo tos@é enino na Kahuru-té-t-g-g.
1s torch teeth with clench-pst-t-3sf.ob-1s.sb
- *I clenched the torch with my teeth.’
63) Ju dadowa-ne.
2s well-ques
‘Are you alright?/
44) Bo me bu me-mi-n-a.
s obmkr 3 3pl.sb-spear-1s.ob-pi.sb
*They speared me.’
49) Bu me ini-sike-wa.
3 obmkr all-give{(pl)-ali

*{Theyl give all [of itl to him.’
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66) Bu se me hui-do-do—na.
3 ipl ob mKr see-3sm.sb-d-1pl.ob

*He sees us,’

&7) Bu spo  me hui-do-~-dé-o.

3 2pl ob mkr see-3sm.sbd-2pl.ob
“*He sees you all.’

48) Naba bu bi yaya-wa-me-t-r-a.
eye 3 poss crazy-cmpl-3pl.sb-pst-d-pl.sb
*Their eyes were completiy crazy.’

69) Sebo bi adiji fieme~edidi-me—de-ne.
1pi poss intestine why-pain-3pl.sb-d-gues.
*Why are our bellies aching*?

70) Kwe bo bi ato wa-saby-t-re,
but | poss body cmpl-exhausted-3ps-pst-d
*But my body felt exhausted.’

71) Bu bi adibaho Jjine-tretre.

3 poss spirit send back-3sm.sb/3sm.ob

*He sent his spirit back.’

2,5 NUMERALS AND GQUANTIFIERS

i3

The counting system is quinary. To form the numbers five on up

additional suffixes are added. When the plural suffix

-ré is suffixed

to toba “hand’, it becomes toba-ré, and the meaning changes from “hand’

to *five’.

2,9.1 NUMERALS

Jjoa ‘one’
téde *two”’
aona *three”
nidina “four”’
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toba-ré ‘five”

toba-ré ita Jjoa ‘six’
hand-p! again one

toba-ré ita téde “cseven’
hand-pl again two

toba-ré ita acna ‘eight’
five-pl again three

toba-ré ita nidina ‘nine”

hand again four

Some numerals undergo phonological changes when the morpheme afe,
meaning “times’, is suffixed to it to indicate how many times
something occured. A verb can be added after this, and that will
show what action occured.

72) Ao-afe ni nidi-afe ni na  tobaré-afe me
three-times sleep four-times sleep and Five~times on

tebo-da-t-re.
bad~-dt-pst-3s,sb

“For the 3rd night, 4th night, and Sth night he was getting sick.”’

There is another classifying suffix occuring with numerals which is
used for counting human nouns only, from two on up. The suffix -madé
encodes this., It is not acceptable to use it for counting inanimate or

non-human animate entities. These are counted by wusing the unaffixed
number words,

73) nidi-madé ho
four—-enum man
“four men’

74) ao—madé ho
three-enum man
*three men”

79) Kredi aona
pig three

*three pigs”’
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74) Kredi déde Jjowa wa,

Pig shoot one only

*[Wel shoot only one pig.”

2,5.2 QUANTIFIERS

Quantifiers are words which modify nouns.

There is

between partial and complete, as in ‘some’ and “all.’

7

78

79

80)

81>

82)

83)

15

néba-re feidawa
child-pt many

*many children.’
Wesibi tokwefo dégehidena.
thing smali carry/3sm.sb/3sm.ob

*He brings back a few small things.’

Ato afabo bu bi ini hi-medetra.

body flesh 3 poss all eat-3pl.sb/3sm.ob

*They ate all of his flesh.”

Bo inedu téde wa Ju me sike.

ls greens two only 2s ob mkr give(pl)

*I‘’m giving you a few greens.’
debotako ho

many man

‘many men’

Wadi he mujame.

some man go/3pl.sh

*Some men go.’

Kwe fri wa mu jame,

but others only 3pl.sb/go

*But only the others go.-’
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84) Di gwa-metetaia,
other put-3pl.sb/3sf.ob

*They put the other aside.’
Two words are used to express the whole part as opposed to the

remaining part, i.e., not whole. Manogwa and anata both mean *the whole

part’, whereas déne means what is left over. Examples (835-87) will show
these,

85) Wame séf¥a  dei manogwa tika.
fight arrow bind whole open
*[They) unwrap all of the arrows [that are boundl.-”
86) Niji anata bu me edédemo
breadfruit whole 3 ob mkr you/giveshim/co
*Give him the whole breadfruit.’
87) Bu me déne sike asa.
3 obmkr left over give{pl) neg

*Don’t give him part of it.”

2.6 TEMPORALS

Temporals manifest the time slot on the <clause level. All
unanalyzed words are single morphemes, Follewing is a 1list of the
temporals observed thus far.

odobadé ‘morning”’

Krijina *afternoon”

tabokri “dusk”

kodabé *night”

eije *today, immediate past”
edi *now, immediate future-
yame ;yesterday‘

#bame “*before, distant past”
gtani ‘remote past’
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88)

89)

28)

213

?2)

23

24)

17

Kéodéna *day atter tomorrow’

diodéna *two days after tomorrow’

uniji * tomorrow’

tokwafe “later”

yaoame *last time”

anebo *long ago”

0 sebo u dabu wa ne-u-o eije-o.

oh 1p] spirit ground to 1,sb-go-du.sb today-indic
‘0 we two went to the spirit ground today.’

Bo anebo gadi te-no-go-t-r-é-me.

s long ago talk tell-1,sb-fu-t~3sm.ob-1s.sb-fu
* 1’m going to tell the talk from long ago.’

Etani me-na-metra,

remote past 1like this-dt-3pl.sb-pst-d-pl.sb

*They did it 1iKe this many vears ago.’

Yame bo me-na-ne.

vesterday 1s 1iKe this-dt-1s.sb

*1 did it 1ike this yesterday.’

Tosé npa t-u-i kodabé.

torch with pst-go-is.sb night

“At night 1 went with a torch.”’

Odobadé esogo-tredédd.

merning follow-pst/ls.sh/3sm.ob

*In the morning I foliowed it.”

Uniji sebo negéuna.

tomorrow 1p) go/fu/l1du.sb

‘Tomorrow we two will go.’
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2.7 NEGATIVES

There are three forms of negatives. Hanane is used for negating a
stative clause or negating ownership. Asa occurs exclusively with
imperative clauses. Jua and the longer form adujua mean ‘without’ or
‘not availabie.”’

25) Ebé fresy hanane.
this hornkill neg
*This is not a hornbill.”

24) Asa eju,
neg 2p.sb/go/co
*Don‘t iyou sing.l go.’

?7) Du asa.,
touch neg

*Don‘t touch.’

98) Bo fratcbowa eho Jua.
1s naked clothes without

*1 was naked, without clothes.”

99) Do adujua.
house without

*There are no houses available.’

2.8 LOCATIVES

Locatives are a class of different location words which follow the
noun, Stative Yocatives are formed by a location word followed by
complex stative wverbs, which when inflected, mark gender, number and
characteristics of position. 1t appears that there are several
different acceptable ways of stating any position. The demonstrative Ké
and Kébo are used to designate the item being described. Ké refers to
things close, and Kébo refers to things farther away.

Following is a list of the location words,

dokwadéte “underneath”’
meta ‘on”
di-meta ‘next to’
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démadu *undenr’
mé tawa *outside of”

The three charts below show the morphemes that make up the
different locative words. The first column indicates whether the item
being described is masculine or feminine. The second column indicates
the tlocation of the object {on top, down below, in). The third column
indicates whether the item is seen or unseen. Note: Unseen objects do
not encode the location morpheme.

MASCUL INE
' ' i ; i
i The Knife is..! gender i loc i seenfunseen |
; H i H i
} i i H !
i in the water | de H g i temuda i
1 (unseen) ! H H i
' i ! ' i
! in the bilum | de H ') ' temodo H
; {unseen) : : H i
1 1 1 1 1
1 [} [] 1 1
{ in the bilum | de { du i be H
d {seen) ! i i i
d i H i i
{ up on top of | d | o H temodo i
H {unseen) i ! H H
! H ! ! ;
i up on top of | d i o $ be i
i {seen) H ! ; 1
[} 1 ] i 1
; i o ' B i ---?
i on top H dé ! g i be '
H {seen) i i H }
i ! | H i
i down below | do i to ! be H
H (seen) ! H H :
: d { ; i
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FEMININE

TR A S L U (L s el S - e Y VD A - o Sy B U i A e e e S B it o P A e o e o v D e

seen/unseen

Toc

gender

¥
E
1
!
1
1

i The money is..

b e e e

S -

teméja

!
1
'

in the water
(unseen)

-——— -]

Ll

temoéa

in the bilum

{unseen)

- L ) YIRS Y S D it e e B . S L s e ey U SR A S S S . R Y P S Aal A e e

bamg

—

in the bilum
(seen)

toméa

. e

g

up on top of
{unseen)

bamé

up on top of
{seen)

bam@

on top
{seen)

——————— — s s o oy

bamg

io

—— s -

down below
{sean)
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PLURAL

i The Knives are! gender loc i seen/unseen }
i in the water | mg ! ] H temudo :
g (unseen) : ! : d
i in the bilum | mé ' g ! temodo }
H {unseen) : 1 ‘ :
! in the bitum | mé { du H be '
i (seen) ! H i H
{ up on top of | m : o H temode i
i {unseen) H ! : i
H H H ' !
i up on top of ! m i o : be i
H {seen) H H ; H
' on top i mé I ) i be ;
i (seen) : H H {
i down below i mo i to { be '
d {seen) i : H :

The enclitics bedé and edd mean ‘towards’ or ‘near’., Beds is used
exclusively with humans and edé is used with non humans.

180) Jv  aya-bedé eju.
25 father-towards 2s.sb/go/co

*Go to father.’
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101) Nage wayo di—edd me.
sago base next to-near to

*Neat to the base of the sago palm.’

Dodi means ‘ciose’ and Kaké means ‘far’, Jede means ‘“the other

side’, The morpheme fo ‘sap’, when added to jede means ‘acrpss the
water”.

162) Tobo jedé dé iedé
plate support other side put in ground other side

dé
put in ground

*{1] put one plate support in the ground on one side, and one plate
support in the ground on the other side.’

163) Seba Jjede fo wa su-tékakéjo.,
ipl other side %0 cross over-pst/move/ldu.sb

*We [twol crossed over to the other side [of the waterl.”

2.9 INTERROGATIVES

An  indicative statement is turned into a question by adding an
interrogative enclitic -ne to the final element of the clause. Question
words are inserted in a clause either preceding & verb or noun which is
being interrogated, or clause +final. The intonation in a question
clavse usually drops down at the point where the question enclitic is
inserted.

Following is a list of question words.

habedg or ha ‘where”

hame or hameta ‘where”’

£ieme ‘why”’

fie ‘what’

vadé or ya ‘who”

habenadeé *when”

afena or habedi *how’

habenju *how many, how much’
hab# ‘which’
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104 Ju habedé eju-ne.
2s whepre 2s.sb/do-ques
*Where are you going?’
105) Ju ha magoe eSi-ne.
?¢ where from 2s.sbfcome-ques
*Where have you come from?’
104) Bo bi fiso  hameta-ne.
is poss Knife where-ques
*Where is my Knife?’
107> 0 ju fieme esi-ne.
o 25 why 2s.sb/come—ques
*0h, why have you come?’
108) Sebo bi adiji fieme edidi-mede-ne.
1pi poss intestine why pain—-3pl.sb-ques
“hy are our bellies aching?’
109) Ta  fie toba-négedéme-ne.
now what handie~ls.sb/fu-ques
*Now what will 1 handle next?’
110) Fie  wesibi hohui-étatre~ne.
what thing tooKk for-Zs.sb-ques
‘What things are you looKing for?’
111) Sebo bi sgga ya owd-deéde-ne.
ipl poss sego who mix—3sm.sb—ques
*l4ho made our sago?’
112) Ebé# ihe tako yadé bi-ne.
this canoe big whe  poss-ques
‘Whose big cance is this?’
When a question, such as (111) is used, the third person singutar

masculine form of the verb is used. The response is unknown and the
speaker does not Know who is responsible for a certain action,
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Inie nage me ya na méu-ne .
Inie sago purpose who with 3du/go—ques

*Who did Inie go with to get sago?’

Question (i13) assumes that only two people went

the third person dual form of the verb is used.

114)

1153

1146)

117)

Ju Amanab wa habenadé egujume-ng.
2s Amanab to when 2s.s5b/go/fu—ques.,

*l4hen are you going to Amanab?’

Ju habé adége egujume-ne.

2s which 1trail 2s.sb/go-ques
*Which trail are you going to take?’
Ju bu me hab# gadi-ne.

25 3 ob mkr which talk-ques
*What relation are you to him/her?’
Habedi yahi-négedime-ne.

how write-1s.sb/fu-ques

*How will I write it?/

118) Afena doene-mégrame-ne.

solution to the problem.

how Know-3p1.sb/fu-ques

*How are they supposed to Know?’

Example (117) seems to indicate more certainty,
Example (118) refers to a situation where the

24

somewhere, thus

i.e. there is a

pecple involved had no pessibie way of Knowing what was going to happen.

119 Ju habenju-afe ni-egubéme-ne.

2% how many-times sleep~2s.s5b/fu-ques

‘How many nights will you spend [in the bushl}?’

120) Habebenju ho-ne.

24

how many man-ques

*Hew many men are there?’
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Reduplication can eccur on question words, as in (120).

121y EbE Kosi baditi habenju-ne, many-ques
this Knife money how

‘How much did this Knife cost?’

Words occuring by themselves can take the question enclitic -ne and
thereby change to an interrogative,

122) Ju dadowa-ne Déméji-o.
25 well-ques Demeji-indic
*Dyemseji, are you alright?’
123 Bo-ne,
1s-ques
*Me?”

Free pronouns, standing by themselves can take on the enclitic -ne,
and it becomes a question, as in (123).

2.10 HESITATIONAL DEVISES
Hesitational devises do not occur frequently in texts, but they are
often heard in everyday speech.
124) Mise neho mago bé-o.
woman hd from spec—indic
*You Know, the woman from....”
123) Bo yafe neho notokwefréme. away/1s.sb/3sm.ob

e attempt hd get

*1 tried, um, to get away from him.’
124) E na esodehuba gadi na.

Un and hair talk with

‘Um, and the hair talks.”
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2.11 RESPONSES

Responses to questions carry heavy intonational devises as well as
actual morphemes which encode responses to questions. The basic
responses to polar questions are as foilows.

weé ‘yes’
we ‘no’
tokwafe *later”’

The intonational patters on the two response words, wé, and we are
distinctly different. The intonation on wé starts low and goes high.
The intonation on we starts high and goss low.

The response ei has the same intonational pattern as the response
we. When the suffix ~ta is added on, ei is the response to a guestion
which reveals that the gquestioner is mis—informed about the situation.

Ei is also a response to a threatening question, i.e., one which may

reveal the true intent of the person being questioned, be it good or
bad.

127y Ju budame emi-ne.
25 cassowary 2s/shoot-ques
*Did you shoot a cassowary?’
128) Wé bo budame mogo Kide-nedé-o
yes 1le cassowary carcus leave-ls.sb-indic

“Yes, 1 Jeft a cassowary carcus behind {in the bushl.’

129> Ju da-eju-ne.
2ps ?-2s.sb/go-ques

“Are you going?’

130) We bo hana~pui-o.
no 1s neg-ls.sb/do-indic
*No, 1‘m not going.’

131 Ju habinadé egujume-ne.
2s  when 2s.sb/go—ques

*When are you going?’
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132) Bo tokwafe noguimo.
ts later 1s.sb/fu/go

*I'm going later.’

133) Bu bi ato fieme-sése-déde-ne.
3 poss body why-swell-3sm.sb-ques

“Why is his body swollen?’
134) Ei ta bu bi ato afabo wa-hi-meda.
pno no 3 poss bedy flesh cmpl-eat-3pi.sb

‘Mo, they ate his flesh (worked sorcery on him.}” (*1t is not
swollen because of the reason you are referring to.”)

The above examples, (133) and (134) show the use of the negative
response ei ta. In question (133) the speaker is assuming that the bodyr
is just swollen for no reason at all when really it is swollen because
of sorcery and the person responding has this special knowledge and is
correcting him.

139) Sobo ha mago esijo-ne.
2pl  where from 2pl.sb/come-gques

‘Where have you all come from?’
134) Sebo Kainantu wa nitowo.
1pl Kainantu to iduv/go north
‘Je two have gone north to Kainantu.’
137) Fieme eito-ne,
why 2pi/go north-ques
*Why have you gone north?’
138) Ei sebo boKsin hui-me-nitia-o.
no 1pl boxing see-purp-ipl.sb/ge north-indic

“No, we all have gone north [to Kainantul to see the boxing
matches.’

Examples (135-138) show a series of questions that were asked and
the responses that were given. We inquired as to the reason for the
response ei to question (137), and our helpers indicated that they were
fearful that we would be upset with them because they had spent their
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market money on buying public transportation to Kainantu. They were
defending themselves by replving this way. See (138),

2.12 MODIFIERS
Modifiers make up both adverbs and adjectives, and fill the
modifier slot in both the Verb Phrase and the Noun Phrase. It appears

that certain words can fill both the adverb and adjective glot. Usually
adverbs appear preceding the verb in a clause.

2.12.1 ADVERBS

Following is a list of all the Know adverbs.

adabuju “carefully’ or ‘siowly’
hoKwinawa *quickly’
yafe *unsuccessfully”
dadowa *well’ or “able”’
tako *hig’
atineha ‘accidentally’
139) Na  bo ké adabuju fe-nekakéme .

and 1s those carefully move-is.sb/move
“And 1 carefully move [those woundsl.’
140) Bo yafe neho notokwefréme.
1s unsuccessfully try hd get away/l1s.sb/3sm.ob
*1 tried, um, to get away from him.”’
141) Tafa-tre dadowa.,
sit-pst/3s.sb well
*He was doing alright.”
142) By take sigri-da-dedo.
3 big grow up-dt-3sm.sb

*1t grows up big.”

28 CAMPBELL YADE GRAMMAR ESSENTIALS APRIL 1987



29
143) Bo atineha tékene.
is accidently hit

*1 accidently hit Titl.’

2.12.2 ADJECTIVES

Adjectives do not follow any set pattern of position in the Noun
Phrase., They can occur either preceding or following the noun,
depending on what is being emphasized.

Following is a Vist of Known adjectives.

tako *big’

tokweto “Yittie’

afuduja ‘short”

kaia *bitter”

tebo ‘bad’

dade *good’

odoKofo ‘green’ {modifies fruit)
nigridi *ripe’ <{modifies fruit)
amayo *stingy”’

144) Wesibi tokwefo dégehidena.
thing small 3sm.sb/brirg/3sm.ob

“*He brings back a few small things.”
145) nou nigriji

banana ripe

*ripe bananas’
146) ti wayo tako

tree baze big

*big tree base’
147) Bu dade ho.

3 good man

*He is a good man.”
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148) Bu amayo  ho.
3 stingy man

*He is a stingy man.’

2.12,3 COLOR WORDS

Most color modifiers are made up of a noun or a combination of
nouns plus the similarity postposition -wa, *like’., The word for
‘color’ is a combination of the word ato ‘body’ and the postposition -wa
“like’. Thus i you want to ask, “What color is it?’, the proper form to
use iss

Ebé fie ato-wa-ne.
this what body-liKe-ques

The color words i1l the modifier siot in a Modified WNoun Phrase,

Like adjectives, there is no set order that they appear in the noun
Phrase.

Following is a 1ist of Known color words.

tati-wa palm heart-liKe ‘white”
odo-fo-wa ginger-sap-liKe *vellow’
swadé-fo-wa ginger-sap-like *yellow”
wino-wa blood-1ike ‘red’
Kré-ato-wa mud-body-1 ike *blue’

There are some exceptions to the normal form of color words.

daba-tuja leaf-fresh “*green”’
nibitu-dego unanalyzed morphemes *black”’
149) Ju tati—wa ho mu.

25 palm heart-1iKe man intn

“You‘re really a white man.’
15@) Bu bi ama nibitudego.

3 poss dog black

*His black dog.”
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2.13 CONJUNCTIONS

The words na, Kwe and mana all function as conjunctions. Mana has
two different meanings. They are ‘remain’ and ‘then’. Kwe functions as
an adversative conjunction. It can co-occur with the cenjunction na.
Na functions as instrument, accompaniment, as & connector between clause
or centence level and as a main line event marKer on the discourse
tevel,

151) Na  séga-—tami meta wé-nokou na ké
mle sago-basket in pour~ipl.sb/back and forth and that

na mang Kedi-damé.
with then set-3sf.sb

“We pour L[the water] back -and forth into the sago basket and then
it sets, with that [waterl.’

152 Na K@ kokwedi fe-nédedéda na  mana monwe i j i —déde.
mle that behind move=-ipl.sb/3sm.ob and remain burrow-3sm.ob

‘and we move [from) behind and it is still burrowing in the

ground.”’
153) Bo me-nane, Tosé npa tui. ,
1s 1ike this~ts.sb torch with pst/go/is.sb

1 did it Yike this. I went with a torch.’

154) Mo taba gro-tra na té-téke-tra.
fish wvine get(pl)-pst/ipl.sb and redup-beat-pst/ipl.sb

‘We got some fish vines and we beat [theml.’

155) Na  tokwafe fri wa mu.j ame Kwe bo do me
mle Jlater others only 3pl.sb/go but 15 house in
nédebéméme .

rest/1s.sb/3pl.ob

sLater only the others go, but I rest Imy wounds) in the house.’
156) Bo boné na yafe déde kwe dasogo.

is bamboo arrow with attempt shoot but miss

*1 try to shoot [them] with an arrow, but I miss.’

Kwe also co-occurs with the conditional and contrary to fact aspect
of the verbe. It is tike the “if...then’ clause.
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157) Bo sega négebé Kwe Jju me néqrémo-feno.
1s sago 1s.sb/have then 25 ob mkp give/1s.sb/2s.0b

“14 I had some sago, then ! would give L[itl to you,”’

2.14 PARTICLES

The uninflected particies ta, te, tei, se and sei occur widely in
conversational speech. However, the particles ta and tei appear more
frequently in text material. Ta functions as a marker of closure,
either to signify the end of a particular discourse or the end of an
entire text., 1t can be seen and understood more fully on the discourse
level. Particles te and se usually occur with imperatives, both
directed imperatives (‘you go’} and suggested imperatives (*let‘s go’).

158) Ta sebo neba-re-tono eb&  Kéme esogo-nédedéda.
finish 1ip) child-pi-? this therefore follow-1pl.sb/3sm.ob

Ta tei bo bi gadi.
finish finish 1s poss talk

*Now that’s why we children follow it. My talk is finished.”’

159) Te ma-nuja.

come on let-1pi.sb/go

*Come on! Let’s go!’
140) Se ma-huja.

come on let-1pl.sb/go

*Come on! Let’s go!’

2.15 COMPLEX FORMATIONS

Complex formations consist of compound noun stems, derived sctems
and reduplication,

2.15.1 COMPOUND NOUN STEM

When two nouns are joined together, the stress patterns are altered
and stress shifts one syllable to the right on the compound noun stem.

151) ‘*tobo + *ti
arm + wood

to*boti
top plate <(house)
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142) “maba

breast

143> ‘néba

baby
144) “mise
woman
143) “mise
wWoman
1564) “one
women
147 “naba
eye

-+

+ +

+
+

A 4

woad
*musu
bilum
“ti

wood
*néba
baby

i
wood

*tu
water

33
ma‘bati
ratter {house)

né*bamusu
womb

mi‘seti
old weman

mi*senéba
sister or young girl

o'neti
old women

na‘*batu
tear

Sometimes the stress pattern remains on the first syllable of
first word of the compound stem. These

the
words all have to do with

people. We have not found any ather examples with this stress pattern
that did not invelve people.
148> ‘one + *ho = *oneho
women + man = people
1700 “mise na *ho = *‘misenaho
woman with man = married man
171) “*ho na ‘mise = *honamise
man with woman = married woman
172) *mise + *ho = *miseho
woman + man = brother-in-1aw

2.15.2 DERIVED STEM

Adjective stems can be derived 4from verbs by adding the
adjectivizer -tabo ontc the verb root.
173) Bo ti kKaka-notoméo.
1s wood <=plit-1s5.sb/3pl.ob/indic
*I'm splitting wood,”
179) ti Kaka—-tabo
wood split-adject
*The wood that is split’ or *The split waod.”
33 CAMPBELL YADE GRAMMAR ESSENTIALS APRIL 1987



34
175) bo atéte-nanedéo
1s hot~ls.sb/indic
*I am hot~
176) atéte-tabo tu
hot-adject water

*hot water~

The verb roots Kaka~ and atéte- when attached to the adjectivizer
—tabo become adjectives,

Adjective stems can also be derived from nouns.
177) Tomaba—~tabo dekrifa-notoma nage.

coconut mesh-adject wnwrap-1pl.sb/3pl.ob sago

*We unwrapped the coconut meshed sago.”’

The suffix ~dego is added onto some words and it appears that these
words become adjectives, In some cases the words can be used by
themselves without the -dego with the same meaning, but the derived form

with dego is prefered. The word dego-, when used by itselt means
*‘noise’.

178) tri-dego tu
cold-adject water
‘told water”

179) fra-dego

soft-adject

“soft’

Below is an example of the derived stem for “hard’, but we have not
determined the meaning of Kade and have not heard Kade in isclation.
180) kade-dego

?7??-adject

*hard”’
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Gne verdb stem hi— occurs preceding the noun wesibi ‘thing’ to form
the noun “food.”

181) Ita adibaho wa-toba-medéme hi-wesibi.
again spirit cmpl-hand-3pl.sb/3pl.ob eat-thing

*Again the spirits handled the food.’

2.159.3 REDUPLICATION

Reduplication can cccur with verbs as well as nouns and adjectives,
Usvally the first twoc phonemes of the verb stem are reduplicated and
prefixed to the stem.

Reduplication signals plurality of object with reduptlticated verbs,
and plurality of the head noun with reduplicated adjectives.

Some nouns, when reduplicated to indicate plurality, also have a
meaning of exclusiveness when suffexed by -wa. Following are some
reduplicated forms.

VERBS
gwa ‘put”’ gogwa ‘put many’
siKe ‘put in’ sisike ‘put many in”
fé *call a name’ fEfé *call many names’
okr i ~jump’ oKoKr i *jump many times’
tré ‘cut’ té-tre *cut many’
fri ‘pull out” fifri *pull out many”’
tijgi *close’ titiji *close many’
ADJECTIVES
tako *hig’ tatako *many big’
tokwefo *lTittle” tokwe tokwe ‘many small”’
tebo ‘*bad”’ tetebo ‘completely bad’
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NOUNS
iko *boy” ikeiko-wa *anly boys”’
nemosa ‘girl’ nemosanemosa—wa ‘only girls’
182) Ho wenji fé-fé-totometend.
man name call-redup-3s.sh/pst/3pl.ob
*She told me the mens’ names.’
183) juba ta-tako
sore redup-big
*many big sores’
i84) Bu bi neba-re iko-iKo-wa.
3 poss child-pl boy-redup-only

*He/she has only boy children.”’
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2.16 VERBS

Verbe are an open class of words defined by a set a special
affixes, There are two basic types of verbs, The most common type are
the subject suffix verbs where the subject#i marker is suffixed to the
verb root. The other less common type are the subject prefix verbs
where the subject#i marker is prefixed to the verb root. They are
illustrated by Charts I and II on the following pages. Sectien 2.16.1 -
2,15.9 refer primariiy to subject suffix verbs.

2.146.1 VERB ROOT

The verb root of the subject suffix verbs may be reduplicated. in
most cases, only the first syllable is reduplicated. Reduplication
seems to be indicating that the object of the action is plural. It also
may be indicating that the action is repeated. We have not come to a
definate conclusion about this because more research data is needed.

185) Na  té-téke-f-t-r-a.
and redup-beat-1.s-pst-d-pl.csb
*And we beat [the fish vinel. (repeatedliy?).’
186) Na sebo ino ti-tiji-né-d-a.
and Ip1 door redup-close-l.sb~d-pl.sb
*And we close the doors.”
187) Séfa k@ me go-gwa-né-d-&.
arrow that on redup-place-i.sb-d-s.sb

*1 placed the arrows on that.’

See Section 3.15.3 for more on reduplication.
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+ ASP 1 DT 1§ SH1 ! TNS { VB RT | MOTION ! OBJ ! S#2 | MOOD ! OTHER !
CHART Il
SUBJECT PREFIX VERB
(TENATIVE)

We have not had time to analyze this type of verb completely and so
the ordering indicated in the charts is tentative.

Although chart 11 cannot be filled in at this time, we do make the
following observations,

a. There appears to some differences in the subject and object
markers when compared with the subject suffix verbs.

b. This type of verb does not appear to have a class marker.

€. In some verbs, the verb root is hard to determine and some of
the verb rocts seem to change when the object is pluratl.

A fulier analysis of this type of verb will follow at a later date.
The following are some examples of this type of verb:
188) Ne-mi-d-é.
1.sh-shoot-3sm.ob-s.sb
*1 shoot him.’
189) B-te-mi-de.
3s.sb-pst—-shoot-3sm.ob
*He shot him.”’
1967 Ni-si-o.
1s.sb-come-indic
*1 come.”

191) Me-mi-n-o0-wo.
3du/pi.sb-shoot-1s.0b-du.sb-indic

*Those 2 shoot me."
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2.16.2 ASPECT

There are several aspect markers in Yadé. The aspect marker occurs
immediately before or after the verb root.

WA

Wa indicates completed action. Wa occurs with the uninflected verb

root, the present tense form of the verb, and sometimes with the past
tense form of the wverb.

192) Na mogo wa-hui.
and carcus cmpl-see
*And [1Y saw the carcus.”
193) 0 Déméji wa-huju-o wa-huju-o,
oh Demeji cmpl-get up-indic cmpl-get up-indic
*0Oh, Demeji got up, [hel got up.’
124> 0 bo me Kredi wa-hi-de-d-o.
Oh is obmrk pig cmpl-eat-3s.sb-d-indic
*Oh, a pig bit me."
195) Naba bu bi vaia-wa-me-t-r-a,
eye 3 poss crazy-cmpl-3su/pl.sb-pst-d-pl.sb
*There eyes became crazy.’ “*{They were disoriented)”’
196) Bo bi ato wa-sabu-t-re.
is poss body cmpl-exhaust-psti-d

*My body was exhausted.”

Dallllllll.lua

Da wusually occurs in combination with wa to indicate an action
which took place suddenly. Da always precedes the verb root and rarely
occurs without wa. Wa follows the verb root when it occurs with da in
subject suffix verbs, but it comes at the end of the verb word in
subject prefix verbs. In all these cases, where wa occurs with da, we

feel the wa is the same morpheme as the wa mentioned above and indicates
completed action,

Da with Wa after the verb root:
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197) Na  mogo da-gri-wa-t-re,
and carcus suddenly-die-cmpl-pst-d
*And the carcus suddenly died."

198) Na Déméji da-gri-wa-t-re.
édnd Demeji suddenly-die-cmpl-pst-d

da with wa at the end of the verb:
199) Kwe bu ifinu fuduju wa

but 3 stem base hole to

da-B-té-te-ti-gwia-wa,
suddenly-3s.sb-pst-?-fall-3sf.sb-cmpi

*But it (tree possom) suddenliy fell into the hole at the base of

the stem.”

da without wa

Occasionally the da occurs without the wa. At this point we are not
sure if there is a difference in meaning or why the wa does not occus.
Possibly the da without the wa may be a lack of emphasis on the action
being completed,

2007 Bo me da~hui-do-f-no-né.
1s ob mkr suddenly-see-3sm.sb-pr-d-is.sb

*He suddenly sees me.’

ma

We have very few cases of ma, which occurs either before of after
the . verb root. We have not noticed it co-occuring with other aspect
marKers and it does occur in the same place as other aspect markKers. Ma
seems to indicate a suggested course of action but it‘s exact meaning is
not clear yet.

201) Ahoju me sa-ma-ne-g-d-o.
fire by dry-let-1.sb-pr-d-du.sb
*Let us two dry by the fire.’
202) Ma-ne-dedu-j-o Kofekofe me.

tet-1.sb-bring-3sf.ob-du.sb exchange purpose

*Let us to bring her in order to exchange [herl.’
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203) Ma-f-t-ré-bou-ja.
let-3s.sb-pst-?-run away-3sf.sb

*Let it run away.’

hana

The morpheme hana negates the verb in all tenses, 1t always occurs
either immediately before or after the verb root. It cannot stand alone
or be separted from the verb root by other words or morphemes,

204) Hana-huju~g=t-re. Tei gri—@-t-re.
neg-get vp-3s.sb-pst-d finish die-3s.sb-pst-d
*He did not get up.’” “He was dead!!”

203) Gari-hana-dé-g-re-me.
talk-neg-3sm.sb-fut-d-fut

*He will not talk.’

Hanane

Hanane is related to hana although its distibution is different.
In those cases where it occurs either immediately before of after the
verb root, it is functioning the same as hana. In other cases where
it’s distribution is different, it appears to be functioning as a clause
level negator, {Refer to section ¥.5 for more examples and
explaination.)

2.16.3 Detransitivisor or Continuous MarKer

We are not sure at this point of the total function of the morpheme
-da. ~Da occurs before the subject#! siot. In some ways it seems to be
functioning as a detransitivisor. At times when no object is mentioned,
then -da is used in the verb. (Compare example 225) with examples 224)
- 228) )

With object specified
208) Bo sega hi-#-ne-d-é-o.

1s sago eat-dt-l.sb-d-s.sb-indic

*1 am eating sago.’
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With object unspecified
207> Bo & hi-na-ne-d-é-o,

s ob eat-dt-t.sb-d-s.sb-indic

*1 am eating.”
2068) Tri-na-ne-d-o.

told-dt~1.sbh-d-du.sh

*We two are cold {are in a state of being coid?).’
209> Ho mu wame-na-me-t-r-a.,

Man intn fight-dt-3du/pl.sb-pst-d-pl.sb

*The warriors were fighting. (fought?®.”

At other times, da seems to be indicating incomplete action.
Possibly it is an aspect marKer indicating an action which is or was on
going. We have occasionally noticed two verbs used side by side in a

text where the oniy difference is the presence of da in one of the
verbs. We have not observed da occuring with other aspect markers,

210) Gri-da-g-t-re. G6ri-g~t-re, Na ita
die-dt-3s.sb-pst—d die-3s.sb-pst-d and again

huju=-f-t-re.
get up-3s.sb-pst-d

*He was dying. He died. And he got up =again.’

211) Ao-watfe ni nidi-afe ni na tabadi-afe me
three-enum sleep  four-enum sleep and five-enum on

tebo-da-f-t-re. Tebo-8-t-re. Na gri-g-t-re
sick-dt-3s.sb-pst-d sick-3s.sb-pst-d and die-3s.shb-psi-d
mana

then

‘For the 3rd night, 4th night, and Sth night he was getting sick.
He got sick. And then he died.

We are considering the possiblility that da indicates continuous or
incomplete action and thereby lowers the transitivity of the wverb, 1t
is also possible that in certain verbs, which indicate state, da is
acting as the verb “toc be’.

Da needs more study to come to any definate conclusions. Since it
does not occur often in texts, we cannot draw any definate conclusions
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at this time. (When it occurs in examples, it will be glossed as ‘dt’
meating detrasitivizor.)

2.14.4 SUBJECT AFFIXES

The person and number of the subject is marked in the verb word by
a set of affixes which basically remain the same with only minor
variations when they co-occur with the object suffixes.

Subject suffixes are indicated in the following chart,

SUBJECT#I SUBJECT#2 COMMENTS
T T
} 2s E -e OF —PO0... % I E -eo when object is 3sf
E 3sm E - U 5 e E
5 3s¢ E -ef or -eo.. 5 B E -eo when object is 3sf, 2s, or 2pl
} ipl } V. ierrias % crsssa—a } a —=> B uwhen object is 1p}
E 1du ; Vi ierrens ; treesa™0 ;
E 2du/pl E =B saserance % seain—0 E o --) a when object is 1p}
E 2du/pd E “Barvarrnans % e —a } when object is 1s
; 3du E MV iaiiiane ; ceeana—O :

. e . e . S Y S kb e e s S et e e e ek e e ek e e e e ek ek

SUBJECT AFFIXES
Rules: When object is 2du/pl, subject#2 is 8,

1+ subject is 2du/pl, and object is 1pl, subject#2 is H.

NOTES:

1, We only found one case where there was an -a in the subjectd#2 sitot
for 3sf. Normally no marKer is found there, We attribute this to
speaker error or individual variation.

2. Al though the usual form for the dual subject#2 marker is -o and the
plural suject#2 marker is -z, the marker for both ‘you dual” and
*vou plural’ is always -o. ‘You plural” is never marked by -a.

3. In our data we found one cacse when the subject#2 marKer did not drop

off when the object was 1pl. In that particutar case, the dual
markKer -o occured in the subject#2 slot. This did not occur in
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e have not been analyzeq vet an
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43

other paradigms with other speakers so possibly this was speaker

error or individval variation.

There appear to be some differences in the subject 2 markers in

ribed at this time.

EXAMPLES OF SUBJECT AFFIXES

212)

213

214)

213)

216}

45

is.sb

Hi-ne-d-é-o0.
eat-1.sb-d-1s.sb-indic

*1 eat.’

25.58

Hi-a—d-B-o.
eat-2.sb~-d-2s.sb-indic

“*You eat.’

3em.sb

Hj-de-d-8-0.
eat-3sm.sb-d-3sm.sb-indic

*He eats.®

3sf.sb

Hi "’E"‘d“ﬂ-o M
eat-3sf.sb~d-3sf.sb-indic

‘*She .eats.’’

idu.sb

Hi-ne—d-o—wo.
eat~1,.,sb-d-du.sb-indic

Mde 2 eat.’

of the subject suffix verbs,
d sc these differences will not be
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2187

219

2207
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ipl,sb

Hi-ne-d-a-o.
eat~1.sb~d-pl.sb-indic

“We eat.”’

2du/pl

Hi-e—-d-o~wo.
eat-2,sh-d=-du.sb-indic

“You 2 or you all eat.”’

3du.sb

Hi-me~-d-o—wo.
eat-3du.sb-d-du.sb-indic

*Thase 2 eat.’

3pl.sb

Hi -me-d-a-o0.
eat~3pl.sbh-d-pl.sb-indic

*They eat.’
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2.14.5 OBJECT SUFFIXES

The person and number of the object is marked in the verb word by a

set of suffixes which are shown in the following chart:

47

[y ———— Y SRR P L L el ol

E PER/NUM E OBJECT SUFFIX E COMMENTS '
T T T et s
% { -n é subject plural E
i 2s E -e E subject singular E
E E -0 é subject plural (1)%
AR =Z
{ dsf E -e E (2) E
e m =:
% 1du E no data (3) € i
% 2du/pl { -0 5 i
e a
; 3du ; no data (3) ; ;

i ————————— ] P — o b S i - i o S A S S W T T e S U Y P -

OBJECT SUFFIXES
HNOTES

{1) We are assuming that the speaker was using the 2pl/du form of
the object marker when the subject became plural. If this is
so, it would account for the 2du/pl form -eo which is shown
here

{2) The wverb paradigms for 3sf and 25 are usually almost
identical. The differences found in the object markings couild
be due to the to the problems discussed in number (1) above.

¢3) We could not consistantly elicit data for 1du and 3du objects.

Possibly there is no differenciation between plural and dual
objects.
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EXAMPLES OF OBJECT SUFFIXES

ls.0b

221) Hui—-do—no-né-o.
see-3sm,sb-d-1s.0b-indic

“*He sees me.’

2¢.0b

222} Hui-do-d-é-o.
see-3sm,sb-d-2s.0b-indic

‘Ha sees vou.”

2em.ob

223) Hui=-do-do-d-o.
soep—3sm.sb—d-3sm.ob~indic

*He sees him.”’

3sf.ob

224) Hui-do—d-é-o.
see~3sm,.sb-d-3sf.ob~indic

*He sees her.’
ipl.ob

225) Hui-do~do-na-o.
see—3sm.sb-d-1pl.ob-indir

*He sees us.’

2du/pl.ob
226} Hui-do—d-Eo—wo.
see—-3sm.sb-d-2du/p1l.ob-indic

*He sees you ali,
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3pl.ob

227) Hui-do-do-m-o.
see—-3sm,.sb-d-3pl.ob-indic

*He sees them.’

2.16.46 RELATIVE LOCATION

The vowel occuring after the subject¥#l marKer indicates the
relative distance of the action with respect to the speaker or hearer.

228) Bo tafa-n-e-d-gé-o.
1s sit-1.sb-riu-d-ls.sb-indic

*] am sitting.’ (non specific location)

22%) Bo tafa-p—u-d-é-o.
1¢ sit-1.sb-far-d-1s,sb-indic

*1 am sitting.” (distant location)
There appear to be two forms:

i, —e is the neutral form and is illusirated in example 228) aboave.
Thies is the most common form when the speaker is not specific
whether the action is close or far from the speaKer/hearer.

2, ~u is the marKed form and is illustrated in example 22%) above.
This form is uncommon but is used where the speaker wishes to be
specific about the location. We have not determined when this
form must be used.

2.16.7 TENSE

There are three basic tense distinctions: Present, Past, and
Future.

PRESENT

The present tense encodes an action which occurs approximately
simultaneous with the speech act although it is commonly used to refer
tc an action which has recently been completed. In some texts, the
present tense is used even though the action took place in the past,
Poseibly this is a discourse feature related to genre type or speaker
style. The present tense is the unmarked form, which contrasts with -tV
*past’ and -gV.....-m *Ffuture’.
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PAST

The past tense indicates an action which has been completed at a
point sometime before the speech act. It is marked by the suffin —-tV.

FUTURE

The future tense indicates an action which will occur at a time
after the speech act. The future tense is marked by the discontinuous
affix -g¥.....-m. (The -m occurs after the subject#2 slot.

PRESENT TENSE

eat-sub-pr-d-sub—indic

U — )

i i i
i : i
{ is hi -ne & ~d- ¥ -o % *1 am eating.” E
E 2s E hi ~e - -d- -0 i *vou are eating.’ i
; 3am i hi ~de -# -d- -0 ; *he is erating.” ;
% 3=+ % hi ¢ -8 -d- -o ; ‘she is eating.” ;
E 1du i hi -npe -8 -d- o ~wo 5 ‘we 2 are eating.” E
% tpl E hi -ne -8 ~d- a -0 E ‘we are eating.’ %
E 2du/pt E hi ~e -8 -d- o -wo % *you all are eating.”’ E
E 3du i hi -me —-§ -d- o —wo i “they are eating.”’ %
E 3pl E hi -me -8 -d- a -o E “those 2 are eating.’ %

PR
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PAST TENSE

- S S G S o S A kAl S A S U P v e e S M St A = — e S SO B

gat-sub-pst-d-sub-indic

A | |
% is E hi - @ -te -d- & -0 % I ate.’ E
{ 2s { hi - -t -r- -o E *you ate.’ i
E 3sm E hi - -t -r- -0 { “he ate.’ E
5 3sf E hi -#-t =-r- -0 E ‘she ate.’ E
E 1du % hi - 8 -te -d~ o -wo ; ‘we Z ate.’ E
% 1p1 g hi - -t -r-a -o ; ‘we ate.’ %
% 2du/pl g hi ~ 8 -te ~d- o -wo { *you all ate.” E
E 3du € hi -me -te —-d- o —wo E “they ate.” %
% 3p E hi -me -t -r- a -o é *those 2 ate.”’ %

RULE: When the verb is in the past tense subjectdl ---> B except
for the 3pl marker -me. This means there is no disticntien
between 2s, 3sm and 3sf forms of the the past tense verbs,
Also there is no distinction between idu and 2du/pl forms of
the past tense verb,

FUTURE TENSE

o —— A S M Y P Y (o Y S S 8 D S T — b s L S M S SN S S Sk I S S e i, i e

eat-sub-fu-d-sub-fu-indic

E is % hi -ne —ge-d- & -m -0 € 1 wili eat.” E
% 2s E hi -~ e -ge~-d- e -m -0 E ‘you will eat.’ E
E 3sm E hi -de —ge-d- e -m -o E “he will eat.’ %
E 3sf E hi - e —ge-d~- ¢ -m -0 E ‘she will eat.”’ E
% 1du E hi -pe —ge-d- o -m -oO { ‘we 2 will eat.’ %
% 1p} E hi -ne —-ge-d- a -m -o i *we will eat.” %
.E 2dusp1 E hi — e —ge-d- o -m —© % *you all will eat.’ {
% 3du % hi -me —ge-d- o -m -0 { “they will eat.’ E
5 3p} E hi -me —ge-d—- a -m -0 E “those 2 will eat.” E
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2.16.8 VERB CLASS

Verbs may be classified according to a consonant occuring in the
middle of the verb. {see Chart I and I1). So far we have grouped the
verbs into 5 classes on the bacsis of T different consonants which occur,
The classes are: -d class, -t class, -b class, -K class, and the subject
prefix verb type, without a class marker called -s class.

We have cbserved the following tendancies:

-d ciass verbs., Tend to be either intransitive or less trancsitive
than =t class verbs. Included in this class of verbs are verbs
which encode emotions or states <(.i.e wama- ‘angry’, +Flesu-
*happy’, tebo- *bad’) bodily functions (i.e. tétreko- “cough’,
héhé- *smeli’, atisisi- “*sneeze). Other actions which are lower
in transitivity or actions which partially affect the patient
but not necessarily alter the patient, (i.e. hui- *see’, KiKi~
*combing hair‘? are also included in this class.

We have noticed some =~d class verbs which don’t seem to fit:
{i,e, téke- “hit’, séseré— ‘*buticher”),

-t class verbs. Tend to be highly transitive. With many of these
verbs, the agent is altering the state or condition of the
patient, {(i.,e. fufu- ‘*slice’, tré- “cut’, sere- “sharpen’, tebo-
*cause sickness’).

-b class verbs. The few exampled found are highly intransitive. -b
class verbs include a state in which the subject is inactive,
inert or not Functioning. Some indicate a cstate where the
person’s spirit is thought to have left the body. {i.e. ni-
*sleep’, debo- “*die’, mumu- “to be ignorant”’.

-5 class or subject prefix verbs. Tend +to depict motions or
movement. i.e. {duju- ‘he goes’, disi- “he comes’, dehou- ‘he
carries away’, dedebou— “he runs away’, also ‘release’, ‘give’,
‘distribute’. Note: since -s class verbs tend to be somewhat
irregular and since the verb root is not always apparent we have
not given vernacular examples for some of these,

-k class verbs, The very few examples in ocur data tend to also
indicate motions: (ji.e, su- ‘crossing over’, and fe- ‘go up
into’. It is possible that these verbs may be wverbs of other
cltasses which have had the class marKer replaced by one of the
motion morphemes, many of which begin with a -K.

These are juet the tendencies. There are verbs in each class which
don‘t seem to fit exactly. Part of this is probably due to our peceived
degree of transitivity being different than the peoples”.

There is also a difference in class with some verbs depending on
whether the object is singular or plural, For example: When opening
one door the verb root tika— takes a -t class marker but when opening
two or more doors, the same verb root takes a -d class marker.
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Possibly when the object is plural then the action is less
individuated and lower in transitivity,

Sometimes a verb will be changed to another class to indicate a
change in transitivity or movement.
230) Hoe  tébo-dé-de.

Man bad-3sm.sh-d class

A man is sick®
231) Saké adibaho tébo-do-te-d-u.

sake spirit bad-3sm.sb-t class-3sm.ob-indic

‘A saKe spirit maKes him sick.”

In the above examples ¢ 230) and 231) ) the switch is +rom a -d
class to a -t ciass verb with increased trasitivity encoded,.
232) Kosi na wWa Ji-f-te-d-E.

knife with only 4$ly-1.sb-pst-d class-i1s.sb

*1 flew with only a knife.”
233) Ji-f-to—K-ou-é.

#1y-1.sb-pst-K class-movement-1s.sb

*1 fiew along.”

In the above examples { 232) and 233) ), the switch is from a -d
class verb tp a -K class verb and possibly indicates more movement.

2.14.% MOOD

There are several mood suffixes which occur vert final. <({see Chart
1 and IID

Mood marKers inctude: indicative, interrogative, imperative,
dubitative, and emotive,

Indicative

The indicative mood is indicated by an optional suffix -o. The
rules of occurance are not known.
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234) 0 bo me kredi wa-hi-dé-d-o.
oh bo obj mkr pig cmpl-eat-3sm.sb-d-indic
*0h, a pig bit mel”’
235 We, bo budame megqo Kide-ne—-d-é-o.
Yes, 15 cassowary carcus leave-1.sb-d-is.sb-indic
*Yes, 1 left behind a cassowary carcus.”’
236) Na  sebo k@ wesibi hi-ne-d-a-o.
and 1pl that thing eat-1.sb-d-pl.sb-indic
And we eat those things.’
237) Equ hohvi-ne-ta-t-é-o-wo.
Possum loeK for-1.sb-?-pst-3sf.ob-du.sb-indic
*He two are looKing for a tree possum.’

The intonational pattern rises slightly on the pepultimate syllable
and then drops again on the final syllable and remains constant.

Interrogative

The interrogative is marked with -ne. The intonational pattern is
essentially the same as the pattern mentioned above for the indicative.
It rises slightly on the penultimate syllable and then drops again on
the final syllable {on the ~-ne) and remains constant.

-pe is used to indicate either a polar or information question.
238) Sobo sega hi-e-d-o-ne.

2du/pl sago eat-2.sb-d-du/pl.sb-ques

*Are you eating sago?’
23%) Ju bu me hui-e-do-d-g-e-ne.

You 3 ob mkr see-2.sb-d-3sm,ob-2s.sb-tv-ques

*Do you see him?”’
240) Ju budame e-mi-@-ne.

28 cassowary 2.sb-shoot-2s.sb-ques

*Did you shoot a cassowary?’
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241) 0 ju fieme e-csi-B-ne.
Oh 25 why 2.sb-come-2s,s5b-ques
*Oh, why did you come?’

-ne is also used to indicate a question with non-verbal words. See
Section 2.% for examples.

Dubitative

The morpheme -nawa functions to indicate doubt or uncertainty., The
intonation rises slightly at the beginning of -nawa and remains at the
came pitch over both syltables.

242) Bu di-gi-si-m-e—-nawa.
3 3em.sb-fu-come-fu-tv=dubi

*Is he coming (or not)?’
243) Bu gri-nawa.
3 die-dubi

“1s he dead {or notl)?

The morpheme -nawa can also occur immediately after a noun. 1In
most cases when it occurs after a noun a verbal idea has been deleted
but is recoverable from previous context.

244) Na degresi nawa, dabu nawa.
and wall dubi, floor dubi

‘And perhaps [I will dol the walls, perhaps [I will do} the floor.’

This may be better analyzed as a dubative postpositional phrase,
We are not sure at this time.

Ancther example of where -nawa follows a noun is when there is

uncertainty about the answer to a question. In this case the speaKer
will sometimes answer using this morpheme.

245} Ebi fie wesibi ne.
Thie what thing ques

*What is this thing?”/
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248) Fie wesibi nawa,
What thing dubi

*What covld it be?’

Imperative

The imperative is formed in several ways, In all Fforms the
intonation drops on the last syliable of the verb. Also the volume is
usually louder and the syllables more stacata,

a) The verb root alone can be used, (with the above mentioned
intonation), to signal the imperative mood. '

247) Huju.
get up
*[youl get up!'!”’
A difference can be made between singular or plural addressees if

necessary by the addition of a free pronoun.

b) The present tense form of the verb including its affixes minus
the modal affixes can also be used. (with proper intonation.)

248) Huju-e-F-d-e,
get up-2.sb-pr-d-tv

*You stand up!!”

The indicatjve form of this verb is
24%9) Huju-e-g-d-o.

get uvp-2.sb-pr~d-indic

*You are standing up?’

The interrogative form of this verb is:

230) Huju-e-g-d-e-ne.
get up-e-pr~d-tv-ques

‘Are you standing up.’
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c) The full form of the imperative inciudes -mo suffixed to the
fully inflected present tense verb.

251) Ita hyju—e-f-d-e-mo.
Again get up-2.sb-pr-d-tv-imp
*Youy stand up again!'!”
252) Sobe huju-e-d-o-mo.
2p stand up~2.sb-d-du.sh-imp
*You all stand up.’
It seems 1iKe the shorter the imperative form, then the stonger the

tommand. The longest form used with the suffix -mo may be considered a
polite command in most cases.

intensifier
The morpheme -fe seems to be indicating intense emotion. [t does
not co-occur with any other mood markers so perhaps it should be

considered another mood marker. It seems to indicate high speaker or
hearer interest such as regret, excitement or disappointment.

233) 0 k& ho Kwe budame mogo. Kide-dé-d-e-fe
Oh +that man 7 cassaowary carcus leave -3sm.sb-d-s.sb-intn
*Oh, that man left i{behind]l a cassowary carcus!!!
254) Tu na momweiji~-dé-d-e—fe.
water in burrow-3sm.sb-d-s-sb-intn
*0h boy!! LA pigl) is burrowing in the wet ground!”
293) Ouve Iwau bi neba me-mi-ti-a-fe.
Oh Iway poss child 3pl.sb-shoot-?-pl.sb-intn
‘Oh no!'! They are spearing (working sorcery on) Iwau’s child.’
256) Yafe hohui—-ne-ta-t-é-o—fe.
try look for-1.sb-pst-t~3sf.ob-du.sh-intn
*Oht't We 2 unsuccessfully looked for it!!”

Sometimes -fe occurs after a noun. Even in these cases it seems to
be indicating intense emotion and a verbal idea is implied.
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237) Bo Kwe bo me aribaho fe.
1s ? Is ob mkr spirit intn

*0h no!! A spirit [is after]l me't’

2.16.10 UNRESOLVED VERBAL AFFIXES

There are several verbal affixes which we have not fully analiyzed
yet. They will be mentioned here with our priliminary observations and
comments.,

-me occurs verb finally. It does not co-occur with other mood
markers, It seems to subsitute for the indicative markKer. We have not
found any cliear pattern in its occurance. In some texts the majority of
the verbs end in this suffix., In other similar type texts only a few or
no verbs end in -me, We notice -me occuring most frequently in text
materials. The text where it occured most frequently was a true story
which was about an emotional experience,

Possibly -me indicates some sort of mood or possibly it has a
discourse function of benefactive.

See See Section 2.2 for an explaination of -me in other contexts
indicating purpose when it occurs with a verb root and as an object
marKer. Possibly these are related forms.

238) Tekre-tekre-no-t-r-e-me,
redup-hit-1.sb-t-3sm.ob-s.sb-?
*I repeatedly hit him.’
259 Tu me Ko swa-no—to-m-¢é-me.
water in blond wash-1.sb-t-3pl.ob-1s.s5b-7
*1 wash the blood in the water.’
260) Na bo Ké adabuju fe-ne-K-ak-eé-me.
and 1s that carefully move-1.sb-K-movement-s.sh-?

*And 1 carefully move those [woundsl.’

The morpheme -na occurs verb finally. It does not co-occur with
other mood markers. 1In some cases it seems to indicate when. In other
cases it seems to indicate if or a conditional.
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-na indicating when

261) Etani afu-nino étani
before grandfather-pl betfore

me-me-da-mé-t-r-a kKredi me
redup-iike this-dt-3pl.sb~pst-d-pl.sb pig ob mkr

yonoti-me—t-r-a-na.
can’t Kil1-3pl.sb-pst-d-pl.sb=-when

*Before, the grandfathers did it 1iKe this, when they could not
kill pigs.”

-na indicating conditionatlt {(or possibly when)

262) Ju waiye hi-e—-g-r-e-na. Kwe, Jju
2s millipied eat-2s.sb-fu-d-s.sb-if (when?) then 2s

gri-e—~g-e-m-o
die-2s5.sb~fu~d-2.sb-fu-indic

14 vyou eat millipieds, then you will die!!”
-na does not occur very often in texts.

~bé

The morpheme -b# occurs verb finally. 1t does not co-occur with
other mood marKers. Bé seems to be indicating ‘when’ or simultaneous
action and relates two clauses, Usually the clause with the -b& occurs
first and the other clause follows,

-bé is often associated with -gV or -g which usually occurs in the
same verb along with -bé. At times the -gV or -g could be taken to
indicate future (cee section 2.14.7 on tense), At other times the past
tense marker -tV occurs in the same verb immediately before the —-gV. We
have not sorted this out yet. We have not yet been able to determine it
it is a present tense {with tense unmarked) with a —gV inserted or just
a future tense verb,
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Examplies of -gV.....-bé
263) Do wa ni—gi-si-bé na Kwe bu adibaho
house to 1s.sb-?-return-when conn then 3 spirit

arége me tafa-dé-d-e.
trail on sit-3sm.sb-d-tv

*Whilte, 1 was returning to the house, then his spirit was sitting
on the trail!’

264) Erefi-f-te-g-r-B-e-bé¥ na bu
dance-3sf.sb-pst-?-d-3sf.sb-tv-when conn 3

gari-B-te-r-f-e.
talk~-3sf.sb-pst-d-3sf.sh-tv

*While she was dancing, she said,’
265) Na bo me tafa-g-té—ge-r-é-bé na
conn 1s this way sit-1s.sb-pst-?-d-ls.sb~whiie conn

ni~g-té-ge-b-é-be na Daita me mana
sleep-is.sb-pst-?-b-1s.sb~while conn Daita ob mKr then

hi-mé~t-r-a.
eat-3pl.sb-pst-d~3pl.sb

‘And while 1 was sitting in this way, and while I was sleeping,
then they ate {(worked sorcery omn) Daita.’

Motion, Movement, or Location

We have not fully analyzed this part of the verb. There are
several morphemes which occur in the verb word which indicate that a
type of motion is going on, or specify a location.

We initially think that these morphemes indicate if the action is
coming toward the speaker or away, or towards the bush or away from it.
Also some of these seem toc indicate action such as “back and forth’.

Not all but many of these morphemes have a =K in them. We think
that possibly these morphemes are substituting for the ciass marker in
come verbs, That could help to explain what we have previocusly called ¥
tlass verbs, (see section 2,14.8).

264) Na sega-tami meta wé-no-K-ou,
conn sago-basket intn pour-l.sb <k-movement along

*And we pour [the water] along the basket.’
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247) Ji-B-%to-K~-ou-&§.
fiy~1.sb-pst-k-movement along-I.sb
*t flew along.’
248) Na bo adabuju fe-ne—K-ak-é-me,
conn 1.sb carefully move-1.sb-k-move away-1s.sb-bene?

*And I carefully moved away.’
Some of these morphemes seem to specify where an action is located.

249) Bo tafa-ne-d-eKef-é-o.
1s sit-1.sb~d-here-1s.sb~indic
*1 sit here (at this place).’
270 Bu tafa-me-d-ekef-o-wo.
3 sit-3pl.sb-d-here-du.sb-indic
*They sit here (at this place),’
This-set of examples does not completely cover this set of

morphemes. We have simply listed a few more obvious ones. Much more
investigation is needed.
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3.0 PHRASE

Phrases are constructions composed of two or more words.

3.1 NOUN PHRASE

3.1.1 MODIFIED NOUN PHRASE (MNP)

The MNP consists of one or more modifiers and a noun. @ possessive
modifier will always be followed by the possessive marKer bi. The MNP
has the following order.

MODIFIER(S) + N or N + MODIFIER(S)

There does not seem to be a fixed order as to where the modifier¢s)
in a MNP can occur. Further investigation will have to be made, but
possibly the order depends on the linguistic content or pragmatic
factors of the text.

The number of acceptable modifiers in a MNP is usually one, but

occasionally two. 1f there are twc modifiers, one is almost always a
possessive or demonstrative, (see examples 274) and 277) ).

271) néba-re feidawa
child-pl wmany

*‘many chitdren”

272) feidawa ho

many man
*many men’
273) imo sebo hi

stemach 1p] poss
‘*our stomachs’
274) BHawa bi esodahuba.
Hawa poss hair
*Hawa*s hair~’.
2795) Iwau bi néba memitia.
iwau poss child spear/3pl.sb/3sf.ob

‘They shot Iwau’s child”.
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274) ehbé ihe tako

this canoe big

*this big canoe’
277) bo bi tokwefo gadi

is poss small talk

‘my short talk’
278) masta tatiwa enéne bé

master white people spec

*the white people’

3.1.2 APPOSITIONAL NOUN PHRASE (ANP)

The ANP consists of a noun and a MNP which are in apposition fto
each other. The intonational features of the ANP are a rising in
intonation on the second word{s), and a dropping off of intonation at
the end of the phrase. There does not appear to be a pause between the
two nouns that are in apposition to each other.

1t has the foliowing order:

MNP + N or N + MNP or N+N or MNP + JNP

279) bo bi misenéba Idei
1s poss sister Idei
‘my sister, Idei’

280) Kemao cebo bi yanowai ho
Kemao 1pl poss sorcerer man
*Kemao, our sorcerer’

281) sebo yanowai

1pl sarcarer

‘we sOrcerers’
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3.1.3 CODORDINATE NOUN PHRASE (CNP)

The CNP consists of a series of from two to five nouns, or MNP
sometimes followed by the enumerator -o.

The intonational features of the CNP vary depending on whether the
enumerator ~a is present. If the enumerator -p is attached to the nouns
in  the CNP, the intonational pattern drops down at each word, and picks
up at the start of the next word. It follows this pattern for the
entire Jlength of the noun phrase. If the enumerator -o is not used, as
in (283), the intonation rises at the end of each word, instead of
dropping.

The CNF has the following order:

MNP or N +/= =0) + (MNP or N +/- =-0) etc.

282) nou daba-o fie daba-o rvagibe daba-o
banan leaf-enum what leaf-enum wild coconut leaf-enum
atokouba daba-o mare daba-o
vine leat~-enum wild banana Yeaf-enum

*banana 1eaves, this or that leaf, wild coconut leaves, vine
leaves, wild banana leaves’

283) hi wesibi sega babaia Kredi fie fie wesibi
eat things sago papara pig what what thing

‘food, sage, pig, papara, all Kinds of things’

3.1.4 JUXTAPOSED NOUN PHRASE (JNP)

This type of noun phrase consists of two nouns Juxtaposed, and has
the following formula:

N+ N

The first noun usually modifies the second.

284) yabe ho
friend man
*man friend”

289) tu dabu

water place

*water hole”
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284) séfa  wenji
arrow hame

‘*name of arrow”’

287) matafa wesibi

sky thing
“*star’
288) esi séfa

sago stem arrow

*sago stem arrow’
289) Kredi miti

pig track

*pig tracks”’
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3.2 VERB PHRASE

There are three types of verb phrases: These are the repeated,
serial and modified.

3.2.1 REPEATED VERB PHRASE

A verb may be repeated several times in a sequence. This
repetition seems to encode several things. Primarily it encodes ap
action or an event which is taking ptace over time and encodes the
passage of time in a discourse. & repeated verb phrase is also used to
indicate reported speech which was repeated over and over again in a
story.

When an action or event is being encoded the verb is usually fully
inflected, but when repeated speech is being encoded the verbs have
either little or no inflection.

Often the repeated verb phrase is used when the speaker is relaying
a highly emotive situation with lots of excitment.

A repeated verb phrase has the following formula.

+/- ADVERB + VERB +/- ADVERB + VERB...,....

The verb is repeated as often as necessary.

Repeated verb phrase indicating passage of time.
290) (Biaka dife did sigri—-to-t-r-a (di)
(Biaka wvillage another) pass-pst-t-3sm.ob-1pl.sb another

sigri-to=t-r-a {di) sigri-to-t-r-a
pass-pst-t-3sm.cb-1pl.sb another pass-pst-t-3sm.ob-ipl.sh

(did sigri-to-t-r-a.
another pass-pst-t-3sm.ob-1pl.sh

*We passed (another Biaka village), we passed (another), we passed
(ancther), we passed (another), we passed ¢ancther).’
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291).Mana asase—te-g-r-a-bé
still move (f1y)-pst-?-d-1pl,sh-cont

mana asase-te-g-r-a-bé
still move {f1y)-pst-?-d-ipl.sb-cont

mana asase—te-g-r—a-hé
still move (fly)-pst-?-d-ipl.sb-cont

mana asase-te—-g-r—a-bé.
still move (fiy)-pst-?-d-ipl.sb-cont

*We continued to fly, and to fly, and to fly, and to f1y.’
2923 T-u-qu-ja-bé t-u-gu-ja-bé t-u-gu-ja-bé
pst-go-?~ipl.sb-cont pst-go-?-1pl.sb-cont pst-go-?-1pl.sb-cont

t-u-gu-~ja-beé t-u-gu-ja~-bé.
pet-go-?-1pl .sb-cont pst-go-?-1pl.sb-cont

‘We went, and we went, and we went, and we went, and we went.’
Repeated verb phrase indicating repeated speech act.
293) (Demeji) wa-gri-o wa-gri wa-gri wa-gri

(Demeji) cmpl-die-indic cmpl-die cmpl-die cmpl-die

wa~gri=-o.
cmpl-die-indic

*(Demeji) has died, has died, has died, has died, has died!”’
294 (Demeji) wa-huju-o wa-huju-o.
(Demeji} cmpl-get up-indic cmpl-get up—indic

*(Demeji) got up, got up!’ Irose from the deadl

3.2.2 SERIAL VERB PHRASE

We have not found any examples of serial verb phrases. There are
lots of cases where two or more different verbs occur in a sequence but
we have analyzed them as separats verbs and not part of a verb phrase.
We have not found any cases where a sequence of verbs has a special
meaning when considered together. Possibly as we obtain more data we
will discover some of these.
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3.2.3 MODIFIED VERE PHRASE

The most common type of verb phrase is the modified verb phrase.
In most cases the modifier comes first and then the verb. There is
usually only one modifier.

The meodified verb phrase has the following formula:

+/- MODIFIER + MODIFIER + VERB +/- MODIFIER

293) {(Na bo) adabuju fe-ne—-K-ak-é-me.
conn 1s slowly move-1.sb-away-1s.sb-?

*¢and 1) carefully moved away.”’

296) B-t-u-ite-r-¢ adabuju.
t.ch-pst-go-7?-3sm.cb-s.sb siowly
*1 slowly went [towardsl him.’

297) Tei gri-g-t-r-e.
finish die-3s.sb-pst-3sm.ob-tv
*He is really dead.’

298} Ita yafe ahokwane.
again try unsuccessfully hear

*[1] tried to listen again.’
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4.0 CLAUSE

There is no significant distinction between medial and final
clauses. With the exception of a few verbs, which will be discussed
below, every verb which is analyzed as a separate clause (i.e. not part
of a verb phrase) is affixed in essentially the zame way--{as described

in section 2.14 under Subject Suffix Verb Root and Subject Prefix Verb
Root.}

When the verbs in clauses are not fully inflected this can usually

be explained by the pragmatics of the situation. The exceptions are
the following types of verbs.

1. Imperative forms are often uninflected or only partially inflected.
The fully inflected imperative has the sufix -mo and is the more
polite form of the imperative. The less inflected or uninflected
forms indicate a stronger command. {See imperative under section
2.16.9)

299) tafa
sit
‘et
300) Kuju
quiet
“Be quiet!!’
2. A few verbs which are analyzed as separate clauses have little or no
aftixation. The precise condition for the occurance of non-affixed
or partially affixed verbs include discourse content and pragmatic

considerations beyond the scope of this paper. However, they seem to
have the following characteristic:

When they are part of an expectancy chain and are describing an

expected cultural event, the second verbt is often uvninflected or
partially inflected.

381) Sebo natoba vafe titititi-tré-g~-té-o. Yafe hohui.
1pl sego stem try redup-cui-l.sb-pst~-du.sb try look for
‘We 2 repeatediy tried to cut the sego stem. ([We 2] tried to look
for L[itl.’
302> Na  hede-8-dé-de-g-dé. Na  mogo. hut.
and tracKk-pr-3zsm.sb-d-3gf.ob-s.5b and carcus see

“and he tracked it. And saw the carcus.’
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303) Diji atobeida wa fa-g-ti-ta-t-g-g, Ke
cane cane onty take-is.sb-pst-ben~-t-3sf.ob-1.5b that

toku, Toba meta gwa.
give hand in put

*I took only the cane for her. {I) pgave that [to herl. [1] placed
[itl in the hand.’

In clauses, excluding the above exceptions, both agent and patient
are marked on the verb. In contempory narrative texts, and presumably
many others as well, the normal clause contains the verb, a subject only
if different from the subject in the previous clause, and an object if
one is required by the case frame of the verb.

4,1 TRANSITIVE/INTRANSITIVE CLAUSE

The most frequent and normal order of the elements in & clause is
as follows:

TIME - SUBJECT - OBJECT - INSTRUMENT - LOCATION - VERR
The order is determined by 1linguistic context and pragmatic

factors, and variations in this order are often found. It is unusual te
have more than 2 or 3 elements occuring together in one clause.

Examples of various orderings.

Subject - Object - Verh

304> Bo ¥redi mogo kide-ne-d-é-o.
ls pig carcus leave-1.sb-d-ls.sb-indic

*1 leave a pig carcus behind’
3053) Sebo ho  tabi-né-d-a.

1pi man count-1.sb-d-pl.sb

*We count the men.~

Object - Verb

304) Mogo hui .
carcus see

*[Hel sees the carcus’
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Subject= Inshrumand~ Verb

307) One sodo na fa-fa.
women fish net with take~take

*The women taKe [fish] with the fishnet.’

Time ~ Subject - Verb - Location

308) Unijti . sebo ne~gé-o-na difeku wa.
tomorrow 1pi I1pl.sb-go-du,.sb-? wvillage to

*Tomorrow, we two will go to the village.’

Locative « Verb

309) Do meta ni-mé-be
house in sieep-3pl.sb-b

*They sleep in the house.’

Time - Subject - Verb

319) Eije Faifo wafi-gadi-dé-de.
today Faife cmpl-talk-3sm.sb-d

*Today Faifo already talked.’

Transitive clauses include both a subject and object. There are
degrees of transitivity as has been discussed at more length in the
section on verb class, section 2.14.8,

Intransitive clauses do not occur with an object. The
intransitrive clauses are generally made up of -d class verbs and -b
class verbs. See section on verb class, 2.14.8.

The subject of a transitive and the subject of an intransitive

clause are marked in the same way, thus Yadé is not an
ergative-absolutive system,

4,2 DITRANSITIVE CLAUSE
The usual order of elements in a ditransitive clause is as follows:
SUBJECT - INDIRECT DOBJECT - DIRECT OBJECT - VERB

The subject and indirect object are indicated in the werb by
affixation, but the direct object is not indicated in the verb.

Many wverbs can take the benefactive affixation on them, and are

considered ditransitive verbs. Some of the verbs that it into this
category are tell, teach, distribute, etc.
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ls female name ob mkr pig 1.sb-give-3sf.ob-s,.sb~indic

‘1 give Weku the pig.’

312) Bo Asi me kredi né-dé-d-é~o.

1s male name ob mkr pig l1-give-3sm.ob~s.sb-indic

*1 give Asi the pig.”

313) Ju musu adége bo me gwa-e—ta-te-né-mo.
2s bilum custom 1s ob mkr put-25.sb-ben-t-is.ob-co

*IYoul teach me how to make a bilum’.

314) Bu nage se me sa-de-ta-te-na,

3 sago 1p}! ob mkr distribute~3sm.sb-ben~t-1pl.ob

*He distributes sago to ws’.

4.3 STATIVE CLAUSE

Our text data does not include constructions which

considered stative clauses,
The follewing are probable examples because:

a. they can stand alone.

could be

b. they cannot be used as a noun phrase in the subject slot of a

clause.

315) Ju dade mise mu.
25 good woman intense

*You [arel a good woman,”’
314) Bu amaiyo ho.
3 stingy man
*He Lis)l a stingy man.’
317) Sebo bi dife Natimane.
1pl poss village Natimane

*Our village fis) Natimane.’
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Although constructions simitar to the following are often heard by
themselves, we are not sure if they can be used as noun phrases in the
subject slot of a ctause. When asked, native speakers indicate that
this is acceptable, but we have not heard this in natural speech or
found examples of this in the texts, Possibly these stative clauses are
hemophonous with the stative e¢lauses above.

318) Ebé badega tokwefo.
This bat smalt,
*This bat is small-

319> Eb#é ihe tako.
This canoe big.

*This canoe is big.

4.4 RELATIVE CLAUSE
The relative clause is formed by adding the demonstrative Ké to
the beginning of the verb and the specifier bé to the end of the verb,

which is inflected. Usually the phoneme -g- is iAlfixed in the verb,
although we have not determined the total function of this.

3203 (Nemo hamene.) Aia Ké sade-dé-ta~t-f-é-be
(bow  where) tather that made-3sm.sh-ben~t-3sf.0b-s5.sb-spec
“(Where is the bow?), the one that father made for her.-

321) Yame bo K@ déde-f~té-g-ri-d-é-bé Kredi
vesterday 1s that shoot-i1-pst{-?-d-3sm.ob-s.sb-spec pig

(sebo K@ Kredi hi-ne-d-a).
(1p1 that pig eat-1.sb-d-pl.sb)

“(We are eating that pig), the one that I shot yesterday.’

4.5 CLAUSE NEGATION
The nepgative word hanane is placed before or after the verb word to

negate the clause. We have found very few examples of this in our data.
Usually the verb is negated as described in section 2.16.2 under hana.
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Kwe sega hi  hanane.
then sago eat neg

*Then [you willl not eat sago.”

Kwe Kredi hanane hi-me.

then pig neg eat-?

*Then [you willl} not eat pig.’
Kredi hi hanane mu.

pig eat neg intn

‘MYould really [willl not eat pig'!’
Kwe hanane mu fa—fa-me,

then neg intn redup-take-7

*Then [youl really {wilil not catch

Lfishl?!~
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9.0 GUOTATION

The normal structure for quotations involves a clause which usually
indicates the addresser and sometimes the addressee and contains the
verb for to speak, gadi. The verb gadi, is sometimes inflected and
sometimes wuninflected. This clause is followed immediately by the
reported speech. The following formuia indicates this structure:
+/~- ADDRESSER +/- ADDRESSEE + GADI +/- INFLECTION + REPORTED SPEECH
328) Wia gadi fie-e-d-o-ne

Wia say what-2,sb-d-du.sb-ques

*Wia said, "What are you doing?"’
327} Badi-ne—ka-k-@ bo kredi mogo

talk-1.sb-away-k-is.sb 1s pig carcus

Kide-ne-d-é-o.
leave=-1.sb~d-1s.sb-indic

*1 say, "l leave a pig carcus behind."’
328) Bo UWesia me gadi tri-na-ne-d-o.
lg Wesia ob mkr talk cold-?-1,sb~d-du
*1 say to Wesia, "We two are cold,"’
329) Bu gadi-do-no-n-é bo me bo
3 talk-3sm.sb-d-1s,o0b-s.sb 1s ob mkr 1s

wa-gri-ne-dé—o.
cmpl-die-1,.sb-d-indic

*He said to me, "I have died."”’
We have not found any indirect quotes in the data nor in normal
speech. Normally a direct quote is used.

We have found very few cases of quoted thought and no cases of
quoted intention, frustration or evaluation.

In the case of quoted thought, our analysis is only tentative
becavse of 1limited data. Quoted thought seems to have some of the
tollowing characteristics.

1. A change in person/number from the normal person/number used
throughout the discourse.

2. A change to a stative clause.
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3. Either no quote formula, or guote introduced by the verb hui “to
see’, in the preceding clause.

4. A change in intonation from the normal story teiling intonation
to the intonation normally used in conversational speech.

330) Na  hui-f-t-ro-d-e um bo HKwene Kredi Kwe
and see-3sm.sb-pst-d-3sm.ob-s.sb aha 1s ? pig but
hi=-dé-g-r-e.

eat-3sm.sb-fu-d-s.sb
*Oh boy. I will get a pig eating {the pulpl.’

331) Na Aiiba vyafe hui-f-t-r-e Oh néba dade fe.
and Aiiba tried see-3sf.sb-pst-s.sb oh thild good intn.

Masiwa-fe.
sorry-intn.

*And Aiiba sees (is aware). Oh that’s a good child. What a pity.”

76 CAMPBELL YADE GRAMMAR ESSENTIALS APRIL 1987



77

6.0 SEQUENCES OF SENTENCES

4.1 PRONOMINAL REFERENCE SYSTEM

The pronominal reference system makes extensive use of the relative
pronoun K& “*that or those’, and the specifier pronoun bé *the one’, when
the focus is on two or more participants in the text. Many times when
making second and third references to thece participants, their names
are not mentioned, rather they are referred to as k& ho ‘that man’,
or Ké ho bé “that particular man’ or Ké bé ‘that one’.

In texts where the focus is on only one participant at a time, the
participant is usually introduced using his name. Subsequent references
to that participant are usually made by use of a free pronoun. Usuzlly
the speaker very quickly changes to just refering to the participant by
using wverbs;, which when Ffully inflected, encode gender, number and
person,

In certain texts, many Kin terms are wsed and participants are
often referred to as someone’s sister or brother, etc.

In a text describing when the men used to war with other villages,
the narrator describes how the men from his village would go and fight
men from & neighboring village. The story teller then refers again to
the men from his village, after they returned from a fight, and uses the
pronocminal referent K@, It is ctear to the speakKer and hearer who K@
refers to, given the assumed Xnowledge of the hearer,

In 3 text describing a sister-exchange, the narrator continually
refers to his wife’s brother as K& ho bé “that particular man’. We feel
the reason for this is becavse the narrator cannot szay his wife’s
brother’s name. There is a Kin term baso used when addressing or
referring to one’s brother-in-law.

6.2 CONTRAST, CAUSE AND RESULT

Contrast, result and cause can be indicated by simple sequencing of
sentences. Normaily the cause is followed by the result, The word Kéme
meaning “therefore’, is used to indicate the result of a cause. The
word négeme is 3 cause word which we have been translating “because’.

CAUSE RESULT
332) Ty dégeto-me négeme  adége Kéme héhade—dé-de-o.
rain fall=? because trail therefore slip~3em.sb-d-indic

*The trail is slippery because it rained.”’
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The words Kéme and négeme de not always co-ccur in sequences of
sentences, but the cavse or resuit theme is still carried in the clause,

333) Ahodo wa-ti-tiji-o. Bo gri bg neégeme=-o.
ear cmpi-redup-close-indic 1s die spec because-indic

*1’'m deaf because I was dead”.

334) Na tebo~kéme-dédo sakei adibaho-o.
mle sick-therefore~3sm.sb sakKei spirit-incid

*That is why he is sick [because of} the sakei spirit’,

Contrast is also indicated by sequencing of sentences. The
contrasting conjunction Kwe is used to show this contrast of actions.

335) Na tokwafe fri wa mujame.
mle later cthers osly go/3pl.sb

Kwe bo do me nédebémime dunu,ju,
but 1s house in rest/is.sb/3pl.ob wound

“Later only others go, but I rest my wounds in the house”’.

6,3 INTONATIONAL FEATURES

In texts, we have noticed a drop in intopation at the end of a
sentence. Often, but not always, a sentence is begun with the particle
na which we are analyzing as a main line event marker. Woven through
the texts, it highlights the salient features of the particualar
discourse., There does not seem to be any special intonational features
occuring with na.

4.4 NARRATIVE FEATURES

dhen someone is telling us a story, often he will start out the
text with how they perceive the event as beginning. Sometimes it will
begin with a sentence describing the setting of the event, or the time
the event took place, e.g., night, morning. We have not noticed one
stereo typed formula that is consistently used to begin a narrative.
However, nearly all texts end with the ending particlies, ta tei.

The following structures are commenly used to introduce a text,
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a. Marratives of current or recent events.
A large number of narratives of current or recent events are often

started with a +time word such as yesterday or before and a form of a
verb which means *in this way’.

334) Yame boc me-na-ne.
vesterdy 1s in this way-di-1.sb
*Yesterday I did it this war.”
337) Ebame  me=-na-ne csebo.
before in this way-dt-1.sb 1pl
‘Before, we did it this way.’
33B) Bo meme-na—ne-d-g.
1s in this way-dt-1.sb-d-1s.sb

*I did it this way.’

b. PROCEDURAL OR DESCRIPTIVE MNARRATIVES

Procedural or decriptive narratives are often began with the words
‘our custom’ followed by a descripition of the procedure or custom.
Often if it is a description of a custom passed down From their
ancestors it will include the phrase ‘our grandfathers’ customs’.

339) sebo bi adege
2p] poss custom

‘Our custom,”
340) sebo yanowal sebo bi adege
Apl sorcerers 3pl poss  custom
*We sorcerers, our custom,”’
341) sebo bi adége, sebo bi afu-nino bi adége
1pl poss custom  1pl poss grandfather-pl poss custom

*Our custom, our ancestors’ custom,”’

c. TRADITIONAL STORIES

Traditional stories or stories of events which took place a leng
{ime ago are often started with the phrase, I will tell the ..X..talk.
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342> Yeme gadi té-no-t-r-é-me.
moen talk tell-1.sb-t-3sm.ob-1s.s5b-?
1 will tell the moon talk."”
343) Bo anebo gadi, u anebo gadi
is 1lang ago talk, dead long ago tatk

té-no—go—t-r—€-me.
ta11-1.s=fu-t-3sm.ob-1s.s5b-%u

*IT will tell vou about the tal¥X of long ago, the dead warrior talk
of long ago.’
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7.0 UWRITTEN VS, ORAL STYLE

At this_stage we only have a small amount of written materials in
the lanquage, therefore, the following observaticns are tentative. These
observations are mainly from two sources: 1, Letters written to us, and

2. Stories, including ancestral stories, descriptions of customs, and
stories of cultural events.

The written stories are, in general, very similar toc oral stories
and we notice no significant differences in style or structure. GSome of
the written stories lack the clear introduction which usvally comes with

oral stories or the introduction says, "I am writing a story about...."
rather than, "I am telling & story about...".

There seems to be a tendency to use less verb inflection in written
stories and the clavses appear to be shorter and less complex.

The style of the language in letters is also very similar to oral
style except that there is usually a greeting menticning the name of the

person to whom it is written and a salutation mentioning the writer’s
name.
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8.0 MISCELLANEOUS CONSIDERATIONS

a. Passive - We have not noticed any constructions which might bhe
considered passive constructions and have not been able to elicit
any.,

b. Abstractions - Although we are not familiar with the way many
abstractions are expressed, some are expressed using verbs.

344)

Thought - the wverb doane “to Kknow’ is used to express thought.,
Often when someone is trying to remember something he will say,
“bo doane" meanring 1 am thinKing.”

Fear - the verb udi means “to be afraid’ and is used to express
fear.

Joy -~ the verb fresu means ‘to be happy’ and is used to express
happiness or jovy.

Sorrow - the expression of this is a bit different in that a body

part is used. The heart is considered %o be the center of
emotions. Sorrow is expressed as follows!

Be Jju me tako maninibo.
s 25 ob mkr big heart
*1 have a big heart towards you.’” or *1 feel sorry for you‘,

Maninibo is sometimes given full verbal inflection,

€. Figures of Speech

349)

344)

82

Hyperbole

Ini-wa, Ini-ye-wa.
all-only all=-cry-only

*They a1l cried.” meaning “*Many cried.’

Metonymy

Na Weku me-tokwad-za.
and villtage name 3pi.sb-come east-pl.sb

‘And Weku came east.” meaning ‘The people of Weku came east.’
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Personification

347 Tu ve~dé-kake.
water cry-3ps.sb-away from speaker

*The water goes away crying.’” meaning *The rain is stopping.”’

d. Borrowing - Borrowed items from Melanesian Pidgin, such as nounss and
verbs are fitted into the language without being marked in a special
way. I4 these items are verbs, they are affixed in the same way as
normal  verbs. Borrowed nouns are fiited intoc the language in the
game Way as normal nouns. There is often a phonological adjustment
in order to fit the borrowed item into the phonological structure of
the language.

In the following example the speaker was talKing about buying a ticket
and borrowed the pidgin word baim meaning *to buy".

348) Sebo bai-f-t-r-a.

ipl buy-1.sb-pst-d-pl.sb
‘We bought [theml.”
The pidgin word bai is used with full inflection.

e. Ellipsis - From our imitial investigations iz appears that ellipsis
of a verb is not acceptable when clauses are conjoined.

349) * Weno sega na Mau de hi-me-r-o—wo.
% Weno sago conn Mau grub worm eat-3du/pl.sb-d-du.sb-indic
*Weno eats sagoe and Mau orubworms.’
This form was not acceptable, rather two clauses were used.
330> Weno segz hi-dé~de. Mau de hi-dé-de.
Weno sago eat-3sm.sb-d Mau grub worms eat-3sm.sb-d

*Weno eats sago.’ *Mau eats grub werms.,”’

Ellipsis of the object of a clause is acceptabie whemn clauses are
conjoined.

3591) Inia sega we-e-ta na Weno hi-dé-de.
Inia s=sago make-3sf.sb-t conn Weno eat-3sm.sb-d

*Inia makes sago and Weno eats Litl.”
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f. Number System - Often we hear small numbers being refered to using
the vernacular system, but in many cases, especially when money is
being refered to, then the Melanesian Pidgin system is used. Larger
numbers <(above 10) can be refered to in the vernacular, but usually
Melanesian Pidgin is used.

Distributives are treated by repeating the number word.
392) Jowa Jowa ho da-de<huei.

one one man ?-3sm.sb-carry

*Bne man at a time carries [itl.”
393) Té-téde ho na-huei-ja.

two-two man 1.sb-carry-pl.sb

*The men carry [it] two by two.”’

The number system is not used to express ordinals. Rather separate
words are used for first, middie and last.

354) degouta ho
first man
*the first man’
399} Ku magos ho
middie from man
*the man in the middle”
396) nagi mago he
last mago man
*the iast man‘

We have only heard the word degouta used with the specifier bé to
form a substantive,

357) degouwta bé ho
first spec  man

*the first one”

9. Body Parts and Psychological Functions - We have found a few cases
where body parts are associated with idioms and psychological
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functions, The maninibo or “*heart’ is
pity. <(see 344) above for an example,)

We have heard people say:

358} Ju bi eso  Kka Kadedego.
2: poss head brain hapd

85

assoriated with sorrow or

*Your head brains are hard.” or ‘You are stupid.’

(The people seem to indicate that this particular expression is not

traditiona?! and may be a translation of
Melanesian Pidgin.}
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KILLING A WILD PIG by Kowel
Bo meme-na-ne-~d-&,
bo meme -na-ne =-d =-é@
1s in this way~dt-1.sb~-dcl-1s.sh
I do it in this way.
Sebo iniwa memadi-na-né-d-a,
sebo iniwa memedi =Ha=-nég =-d -2

1.p1 all in this way-dt-1.sb-dcl-pl.sb

We a1l do it this way,.

Tu deto.
tu deto
water fall

It is raining.

0 fitu-dé-de-bH-r-¢
¢ Fitu -gé -de-b -r -
or morning rain—-3sm.sb-? -Bcl-3sm.nb-2.sh

It raining in the morning.

Ha odobadé nemo wa glo~-né=-d-a

na odobadé nemo wa gleo -né -d -a
conn morning bow only take.pl-i.sb-dcl-pl.sb
In the morninag we take only dur bouws.

Na n-u-ja asé—-me waduju asé-me,
na h -u -ja asé —me waduju asé -me
conn 1.sb-go-pl.sh hunt-infin bush hunt=intin
We o cut to the bush to huni.

Ha waduju asé-né-d-a

na waduju asé -né -d -a

conn bush hunt-1.sb—-dcl-pl.sb

He hunt in the bush.
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Ha  kredi miti ge-np=t=-pr-a,

ha kredi miti g8 -no -t -r -3
conn pig tracks spot-1.sb-~tcl-3sm.ob-pl.sh
We spot pig tracks.

Tu na moméiji-dé-d-e—Fe

tu ra moméiji-dé -¢ -e -fg
water with burrow -3sm.sb-dcl-s.sb-intn
He is burrowing in the mud!

Ha esago-né—-de—-dé~d-a.

na 25000 -né -de—-dé -d -2

tonn follow-1.s5b-7? -dcl-3sm.ob-pl.sh

Ke follow it.,

Esogo-né-de-dé-d-a,

25090 -né -—-de-dé -d -3
follow-1.5b~? -dcl-3sm.ob-pl.shb

We fellow it.

Ha hui-no-do-d-a

na hui-ne -~do -d -a

conn see-1.sb—dcl-3sm.cb-pi.sh

We see it.,

Moméiji—-dé-d—e

momeiji~-dé -d -e

burrow -3sm.sb~dcl-s.sh

It is burrowing.

Momgiji=-dég=d=e

moméiji—-dé -d -

burrow -Ism.sbh-dcl-z.sb

It is burrowing,
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Ha fe-né-de-dé-d-a ti dékefo
ha fe -né -de-dé -d -a ti dékefo
conn stalk-1,s5b-? -dcl-3sm.ob-pl.sb tree root

kwokedi-o o ti wayo takoe-w-o
kwokedi-o o ti wayo tako-w -0
behind —enum or tree base big —ic-zhum

We stalk it from behind a bio tree root or from behind the base of a
kig tree,

Ha  ké kwokedi fe-né-de-dé-d-a.
na ké kwokedi fe -né ~de-dé -d -3
conn that behind stalk-1.56—-7 -dci-3sm.ob-pl.sh

We stalk il from behind thosze.

Ha mana moméiJji—-dé-d~e

ha maha moméiji—dé -4 -e

corn still burrow -3sm.sb~dcl-s.5b

It is s%ill burrowing in the mud,

Ha sade~-né-ta-t-r-a.

na sade “nég ~tz -t -r -a
cohn pull back-1.sb-tel=ben-3sm.ob-pl.sh
HWe draw the [bowl Lo aet it,
Sade-né-ta-t-r-a.

sade -nég ~ta =L =-p -a

pull back-1.sb-tcl-ben-3sm.ob-pl.sb
We pull back Ethe bowd to gel it.

Ha sé8fa ne—-de-ké-kaké-a.

na séfa ne -de -k& -kaké-z
conn arrew t.sb-let go~kcl-away-pl.:zb
We let the arrow fly away.

Hea~mi~d-a.

ne —mi -d -
1.s5b-shoot-3sm.ob-pl,.sh

We sheot it.
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Na séfaz tutuku-dé-~de—dé-kakeé
na séfa tutuku -~d& ‘—de—-dé -kaké
COnR arrow run away-3sm.sb-? -dcl-away

afri na na wing ha.

afri ha na wino na

squeal with cenn blood with

{The pig] runs away squealing and bleeding with Lhe arrow in it.
Ha ko me psogo-né~de-dé-d-a,

na ko me 85090 -na fde—dé -d -3
conn blood obmkr follow-1,3b-? -dcl-3sm.ob-pl.sb
We follow the blood.

Yafe de-déb-ou.

yate de ~déb —-ou

try 3Zsm.cb-flee-away.spkr

it tries to run away.

Ha  moso da-gri-wa-dé-d-e.

na mago da —gri-wa ~dé -d -e

conn carcus sud-die-cmpl=-3sm.sb-dcl-s.5h

It suddenly dies.

Ha hede-né~de-dé-d-é.

na hede -né -de-dé& -d -8

conn track-1.sb-? -dcl-3sm.ob-1s.s5b

I track it.

Hede—né-de-dé-d-a.

hede =-né =-de-dé -d -a

track-1.s56-? -dcl-3sm.ob-pl.sb

We track it.

Ha moQo wa-hui.

ha mogo wa —hui

COhR carcus cmpl-see

He see the carcus.
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Mogo kwe dé-gé-be
mMogo kwe dé -g& ~he
carcus there Ism.sb-inan—be

There ts the carcus.

Ha tobo taba déi-né-de-t-r-a.

na tebo taba déi -nég -de -t -r -a
conn hoof vine bind-1.s5b-dcl-ben-3sm.ob~pl.sh
HWe bind its hooves with vine,

Na kide.

na kida

conn leava

We leawve [iL].

Na ita feka-do-k-&i.

na ita feka-do =k -E&i

conn again run -3Ism.sb-kcl-towards

He runs towards Iihe villagel.
(Ho-k=&i-ja).

{no =~k -&j ~jal)
{1.5b-kcl-towards-pl.sh)

{He run [towsrds the villagel.)

g bo wa no-g-u—-i-bhé-o,

o bo wa no =-g =~u =i -hé -o

er 15 only 1.sh-irr-go-1s.sb-spec-enum
Or will I be the one to go?

Ha feka-no-k-&i do Wa,
na feka-no -k -&i do Wa
conn rupn -1.sb=kecl-towards house to

1 run towards the house.
Gadi-ne-k-aké.

gadi~-ne -k -zké

talk-1.sb~kel-away

I announce.
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Bo kredi mogo kide-ne-d-é&-o.
bo kredi mogo kide -ne -d -é -0
1s pig carcus leave-i,sb-dcl-is.s5bh—-emph

I left a pig carcus behind.

SEsedi me no-g-u-ja-m-o

sécedi me ne -9 -u -ja -m -0
butcher pur i.sb-irr-go-pl.sb=irr-emph

We go out to Butcher it,

Ha one hé-de-~du-m-a.
ha one né -de-du “m -a
conn women 1.sb-? ~bring alona-pl.ob-pl.sb

We bring the women along,

Bo bi mise-o fie afta bi mise-o o

bo Bi fmize -0 fie afa bi mige -0 ]

1s poss woman—-sunum which older sib poss woman—-enum or

fie ho bi mise-o yabe ho bi mise-o0.

fie ho Bi mise -0 yabe ho bi mise -0

which man goss woman-enum friend man POSS Woman-enum

[Will we bakel my wife, one of my brobthers’ wives, or some man’s wife,

a friend’s wife?

Ha bu me né—de-dujm—a.

na bu me né -—de-du -m -a
conn 3 obmkr 1.8%-7 -bring along-pl.ob-pl.sb
We bring them along.

Hé~de-du-m-£.

né -—-de—du M -8

1.5b~? ~bring along-pl.ocb-is.5b

1 bring them along.

Sésedi—-né~-de-dé-m-&.

sésedi -né ~de ~dé -m -8

butcher-1.sb—accom~dcl-pl.ob-1s.sb

1 butcher [the pigl with them.
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Fiso na 0 eguju ke na
fiso na c  eguju ké ha
knife with or bamboo knife that with

sésedi-né~de-dé-m—g,

sésedi -né -—de -dé -m -B
butcher-1,3b-accom~dcl-pl.ob-1s.5b

I butcher it with them with a knife or a bamboo knife.
Ha me-hwé-ja

ha mo -huwé -ja

conn 3pl.sb-carry twds pl.-pl.sh

We carry it [towards the villageld.
Sa-né-ta-Lé-ma,

5a -né -ta -té& -m -g
distribute many-1.sb-tcl-ben-pl.ob =-s5.s5b
I distribute it to them,

Na mo-hwé-ja

na mo -huwié -ja
conn 3pl.sb-carry twds pl.-pl.sb

Ke carru it fto the villagel,

Hi-si-a do Wa .

hi —si -a do wa
1.5-come-pl.sb house to

We come Lo the house.

Ha ahujume-ahujume-me-d-a.

na ahujume=-ahu,jume-me -d -a
conh cook -cook =-Ipl.sh~-dcl-pl.sb

We cook it.

Do m390 me ca~né-~ta~-té&-m-a.
do mago me sa -né -ta -Lé ~m -3
house from prep distribute manu-1.sh-tcl-bene-pl.ob-pl.sbh

We distribute it to them from the house.
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Tabi-né-g-r-a-bé,
tabi -né -9 =-p =-a -bé
count-1.sb-? -dcl-pl.sb-cont

Ke are counting it out.

Ha né~dé-m-a.

na ne -dé -m -a

cenn i.sb—-give~-pl.ob~pl.sh

We give it to them.
Ahujume~zhujume-me-d=-a,
ahujume-ahujume—~me -d =-a
cock -cook -3pl.sb~dcl-pl.sh
They cook it.

Ra hi-né-d-z,

na hi ~né -d =-a
conn eat-1.sb-dcl-pl.sh

We eat it.
Ta t&i bo bi gadi
ta Léi bo bi gadi

end mkr finish is poss talk

That’s the end of myu %talk.
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KEDR AND KEMAO LGOX FOR A TREE POSSUM

Ebame menane seba.
ebame menane sebo
before in this way 1,pl

‘We did it this way before,”

Krabé asg-t-u-d-o Kéda na.

krabé asé -t -u -4 ~o Kéda na

night hunt-pst-far-dcl-du.sb Kéda with

‘We two, Keda and 1, went hunting at night.”’
Ha ti-si-j-o.

na Li -3i ~j -o

conn pst-come-Lc—-du.csh

“ind we came back.”

Li-si-j-o dodi wa ebedé

ti 51 -j -0 dodi wa ebedd
rst-come-tc-du.sb near to here

“dnd we two came back near here.’

Dodi wa ti-si-j=-n.

dodi wa Li ~s5i -j ~o

near to pst-come-tc-du.sh

‘e came back near here.”’

Ha equ bu fiji-to-k-wei-j-a.

na &gqu bu Fiji -to -k -uwdi -j ~a
conn free possum 3 swing-psi-kcl-toward-tc-nonhum

‘And a &tree possum swung toward me.’

Egqu bu fiji-to-k-wii—-j-a

equ bu fiji o -~k -w&i ~j -a

tree possum 3 swing-pst—-kcl-twds-tc-nonhum
haae-huba hage—hubka Wa.

rage —huba nage =huba wa

sago rpalm-leaf sago palm-leaf o

‘A tree possum swung toward me from one sego branch to another,”

by
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Ha bo hui = agu e-si—-a—fe tosé na.
na be hui a egu e -3 -a -fe tose na
conn 1s see oh boy Lree possum 2.sb-come-nonhum-intn flashliaht with

“And 1 saw with my flashlight, "8h boy, a tree possum is coming!"”
Ha be tosé enino na  kahudu-té-i-¢

ha bo tosé enino pa kahudu -tg -t -&
conth 15 flashlight tooth with clench in teebh-pst-tel-ic,.sb
“And 1 clenched the flashlight with my teeth.’

Ha 29y magwe na déde

ha egqu MMea g WE na deéde

conn tree possum tupe of arrow with shoot

‘fnd 1 shot the tree possum with an arrow.”

Equ mag we na déde-t-r—-6

gy magws na dgéde -t -r -8

tree possum type of arrow with shoot-pst—-del-1s.sb

‘1 shot the tree possum with an arrow.”’

Ha egy bu a—fé—fri-t-o-d-a

Ra egu bu a -f8 ~fpi -t -0 -d ~a
conn tree possum 3 squeal-redup~squeal-psi-dir.e-dcl-nonhum
“And the tree possum squealed.”

A-fé~fri-t-o-d-a

a -fé -fri -t -0, -d -a

squeal-redup~-squaal -pst-dir.e~dcl-nonhum

‘1% squezled.”

Kuwe bo sade-fene-da-té-t-@é

kwe bo sade—-fene ~da~té ~t ~&

but 1s pull-attempt-dt-pst-tcl-1s.sb

nage-huba na.

nage —huba na

caao palm—-leat conn

‘And I tried to pull back the sago branches.’
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Kuwe eguy da-tofie-wa,
kuwe egu da -totfie -wa
but tree possum sud-pull eut-sud

‘But the trae possum pulled it out.”

Ha t=-réb-gu-j=-a.
ha i -réb -ou - -a
conh pst-flee—away.spkr~tc=-nonhum

‘And it ran away.’

Yafe hohui-té-ta~t~&~op
yafe hohui -t -ta ~& -6 -0
try look for-pst-tcl-ben-3sf.cb-du.sb

‘He tried to look for it.”

Kosi ha natoba yafe
- kosi na natoba yafe
bush knife with sego stem tru

titi-Liti~t-ré-t-é-o
titi -titi -t -pg -t =@ -0
pound-pound-pst-dcl-ben-3sf.ob-du.sb

‘We two tried to pound the sego stems to get it.’

Kwe bu ifinu fuduju wa
kwe bu ifinu fuduju wa
but 3 base of stem hole to

da-té-te-tig-we-a-wa.
da -té& ~te-tig -~wE-a -Wa
sud-pst-7? ~fall-? -nonhum-to

‘And it fell into a hole at the base of the siem,”

Kuwe sebo natoba yafe
kwe sebo natobs yafe
but 1.pl z2egg stem try

titi~titi-t-ré-t-é-o
Liti -titi -t -~-pé -t -8 -¢
pound-pound-pst-dcl-ten-3sf.cb-du.sh

“But we tried to pound the sago stems to get ab it.-7
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Yafe hohui.
yafte hohui
try  look for

“[Wel tried to look for [itl.”

0 matébe.
¢ matébe
oh forget it

‘0h forget it,”

Na Wia Li-si.
na Wia ti -sgi
conh Mia pst-come

“And Wia came,.”’

Hia gadi fie-a=-d-o~-ne,

Wia 9adi fie - -d = -he

Wia Lalk what -Z.sb-dcl-du.sb—ques

“Wia said, "What are you twoe doing?"”

Ka scebo gadi, egqu

na sebo gadi eoqu

conn 1.p] talk tree pessum
hohui-né~ta-t-é-o-w-o

hohui -hé -ta -t ~& -0 - =0
look for-1.sb-tcl-ben-3sf.ob-du.sb~-tc-indic
“find we said, "Ke are lookine for a tree pessum."’
Equ gije ehedé& eké

egqu Bije ebedd ekd

tree possum today twds here
fiji-e—-k-wii-j-a,

fiji -e -k =wéi -j =-a
swino=2.sb=kcl~twds-tc-nonhum

‘Today, a tree possum swung toward us.’
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Bo séfa na né-ge-mi-bé,
bo séfa nha hé =—ge=-mi -bé
is arrow with 1.58b-? -shoot-spec

‘I tried to shoot it with ap arrow.”

Kéda na zebo jede-fo-wa
Kéda na sebo Jjede -0 ~wa
Kéda conn 1.pl other side~-zap-to

su-te-%k-aké-j-o
5U -te -k -aké -j -o
cross over-pst-kel-away-tc—du.sh

“Keda and 1 crossed over to the other side of the water.’

Ha ita Jedae-fo-wa uafe
na ita Jede ~fp ~wa yafe
conn again other side-zap-to try

hohyi-té-ta-t-é-o
hohui -té& ~ta -t =@ -9
look for-pst-tcl-ben-3sf.o0b-du.sb

“fnd we tried to look for it again

bu kwe me
bu kuwe me

Kwe egu
kwe egu

on the other side of the water.’

ibu
ibu

gho=L~r=-a

ého -t -r -a

but tree possum 3 bubi in this way hide-psi-decl-nonhum stem base

fuduju me,
fuduju me
hole prep

“But the tree possum

Ha ké&me kide na doko.
na kéme kide na doko
conn therefore leave conn ?
“And so we left it.”

0 téi tébo no.

o tLéi tého no

oh finish bad iatn

‘Gh, i%’s ruined for good.,”’

hid 1like this in the hole of the stem base.’
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Matébao.
matéba
forgel it

‘Forget it.”
Yafe hohui-ne-ta-t-é-g-fe

yate hohui -h&¢ ~ta -t -& -0 -fe
try look for-1.sh-btcl-ben-3s5f.ob-du.sh-intn

‘We really tried to look for it.’

Ma-t-réb-gu-j-a.
ma -t -réb -ou -j -a
let-pst—flem-awau-tc~nonhum

‘Let it run away,’

Ha ita KEda bu pdocbadé
na ita Kéda bu odobadé
conn again Kéda 3 marning

kre-t-r—e,

kre -t =r -
climb down—pst—dc!-s,sb

‘“fnd in the morning Keda went down again.’
Na ita Kéda bu odobadé

na ita Kéda bu odobadé

tont again Kéda 3 morning

hohui-té-ta-t-&

hehui -té -ta ~t -@

look for-psi-tcl-ben~3s+.cb

“In the morning Keda looked for it again.”
Ti dé.

ti ge

tree pul in around

‘LHel put a stick in the ground.”
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Ifinu yatfe titi-t-o-de-%-€
ifinu gafe titi -t -~o -de -t -@&
base of stem try pound-pst-dir.e-dcl-ben-3sf.ob

‘He tried to pound the base of the stem toc get at it.”

Yafe hohut
yafe hohui
try look for

‘[Hel tried to look for Litd.”

Kuwe equ wa-t-réb-ou-j-a.
kwe egu wa -t -réb -ou -j -a
but tree possum cmpl-pst-fles~away~ic~-nonhum

“But the iree possum had already run away.’

Euwe fieme-Lébo-ne-ne.
eUwe fieme—-tEbo-ne-ne
gdclamatlion why -bad -? —ques

Ok, why did thisz happren?’
Matébe.

matébe

foroget i1

“Forget it.”

Ta 1éj bo bi gadi.
ta téi bo bi gadi

end mkr finish 4s poss talk

“That“s the end of my talk.”
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