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that is 
literal 
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section 

0. Introduction 

Tboli is a language spoken by approximately 80,000 people living in the mountains of southwestern 
Mindanao, Philippines, in the province of South Cotabato. 

A pedagogical grammar is a tool for learning. This pedagogical grammar of Tboli has been written to 
help non-Tboli who would like to learn to speak Tboli. It has been written specifically for those who have 
had no linguistic training to help them in this most exacting task. 

Explanations as to how the grammar of Tboli functions are as brief as possible. But a great many 
examples have been given so that the learner can actually see how it functions. Memorizing these examples 
will help develop patterns which can then be used to formulate new sentences. All the examples have 
been taken from text material authored by Tboli themselves and compiled in a concordance done at the 
University of Oklahoma Computer Laboratory (1%). 

There is a great deal of repetition from one section to another. This has been done deliberately, since 
repetition is another aid in the learning process. 

This work is not intended to be a comprehensive grammar of 7boli. Rather i t  is meant to be an 
introduction to the basic areas that need to be learned. From these lessons a serious student can proceed 
on hisher own to add what yet remains to be learned in order to become a fluent speaker. 

These 'bare bones' do not in any way show the beautiful figurative language that 7boli delight in using 
to express themselves in even the most everyday matters. But it is hoped that once the student has digested 
these basic facts, then listening with understanding will become possible, and that is the key to learning 
how things are expressed figuratively. 

A great help in compiling this material has been Doris Porter's A n o l i  Grammar (1977) which was 
written with linguists in mind. 

1. Spelling a n d  pronunciation 

1.1 Alphabet 

There are seven vowels in the 7boli alphabet and fifteen consonants. 

1.1.1 Vowels 

Since Tboli has two more vowels than are symbolized in the English alphabet, it is necessary to mark 
these two with an acute accent to make the seven distinctions: i and 6. 

In the table below, the first column lists the sounds that occur in Tboli written with the special phonetic 
symbols linguists use. The second column lists the way these sounds are written in Tboli, followed with 
an example of each sound both in English and 7boli: 
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English Tboli 

a a father & 'on top of 
i i eat ti 'foot' 
E 6 bet b6 'grandmother, granddaughter' 
a e the el 'Yes' 
o 6 boat kbm   you,^^' 
u u boot kut 'US two' 
3 o bought bot 'throw away' 

1.1.2 Consonants 

The consonants in Tboli are much the same as those in Pilipino or English: b, d, 1, g, h, k, 1, m, n, ng, 
s, t, w, y, and the glottal stop, which is written with a grave accent mark (') over the fmal vowel in a 
word where it occurs. Otherwise it is not written. 

English speakers may have difliculty with the 'ng' sound. It is familiar when it occurs either in the 
middle of a word or at the end as in the English word 'singing'. But it is not familiar when it occurs at 
the beginning of a word, as it often does in IIboli nga 'child' or nged 'riddle'. 

Glottal stop (7) is familiar to English speakers when it occurs at the beginning of words as in '?ache, 
?eat', or in the middle of words as in the exclamation 'oh?oh'. But it is not familiar when it occurs at the 
end of a word as it often does in Tboli ma7 'father' or gunu? ' ouse'. 

When the glottal occurs with a word ending either with C o ', the symbol for the glottal (') is simply 
added to the symbol already there: yê  'mother' or yd 'daughter-m- aw (term of address)'. 

1.2 Spelling rules 

%, 
1.2.1 Glottal s top 

There are two positions where the glottal stop is predictable, therefore it is not written. 

(1) When the word does not begin with another consonant, there is always an initial glottal stop: 

!'ered 'to deliver' written as eted 7dwdng 'boat' written as dwdng 

(2) When two vowels occur next to each other within a word, there is always a glottal stop between 
them: 

li 7i 'taboo' written as lii se ?el 'floor' written as see1 

The glottal stop is not predictable when it occurs at the end of a word, therefore it is al- 
ways written when it  occurs in that position: 

gawi9 'serving spoon' written as gawi nga 7 'child, offspring'written as nga 

As has already been noted in section 1.1.2, when it occurs with either the d or the i in 
word final position, the two accent marks are joined to become the circumflex: 

be? 'don't' written as bê  sdd7 'pig' written as sdd 

1.2.2 Double consonants a t  the beginning of words 

There are a great many words in Tboli which have two consonants at the beginning of a word. When 
these words are pronounced, there is a short vowel sound heard between the two consonants which is 
similar to the sound of the vowel in the English word 'the'. This sound is written by linguists with the 
symbol a. Because the sound is so short when it occurs between the two consonants, i t  is written above 
the line: batang 'to fall' and kafung 'dust'. This is done to distinguish it from the vowel of normal length 
of the same sound: lapd  'industrious' and naar 'omen'. 
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The fact that it is not the same as the regular vowel of the same sound is evident in that it makes no 
difference to the new reader whether it is written in a word or not. They can read the word just as easily 
without it being written. As new literates, they often write this short vowel sound since they pronounce it 
in slow speech. But as they gain fluency in writing, they drop it. 

When translating songs where the aim is to have one syllable correspond to one note, there was a very 
strong negative reaction by Tboli speakers to make this short vowel and a consonant form a syllable, e.g., 
Da.wa.ta 'God' and da.mb.y6n 'to praise'. The fact that it was soundly rejected as a syllable is further proof 
that Tboli speakers distinguish it from the other vowel of regular length. 

So for consistency in all published materials, the short vowel sound a heard between two consonants 
at the beginning of words is not written: 

bs tang written as btang 'to fall' 
Dwata written as Dwata 'God' 
'C=fing written as @ng 'dust' 
m'ndng written as mnbng 'to shine' 
Pboli written as Tboli Tboli' 

1.23 Prefixes 
n o l i  has very few prefixes compared to many other Philippine languages. The pattern for all the 

prefixes is the same: he., ke-, se-, ge-, de-, te-, me- and ne-. Since a prefix is attached directly to the 
beginning of a root word, it is written with a hyphen to show this me- and ne-. 

The vowel in these prefixes is the short a described in section 1.2.2. When prefixed to a root word, 
there are only a few specific instances where the vowel is retained. In all other cases it is dropped, forming 
words with the preferred pattern of a double consonant at the beginning of the word. 

1.2.3.1 The vowel of the prefix is retained 

(1) When prefixed to a root word beginning with a double consonant pattern: 

ge- + blekel becomes geblekel 'to accidentally go crosswise' 
he- + kfung becomes hekfung 'cause to be dusty' 
ke- + btang becomes kebfang 'falling' 

If the initial consonant is an h,  it becomes an f when prefixed with he-, me- or se-: 

he- + hyu becomes helyu 'to (have someone) repair' 
me- + hlayam becomes meflayam 'to be in trouble' 
se- + hl6s becomes sefds 'to continue' 

(2) When prefixed to a single syllable root word whose initial consonant is a glottal stop (which is 
retained). The two examples given are the only members of this class: 

me- + 7il becomes meil 'to liquify' 
me- + 'is becomes meis 'to sic a dog (on someone)' 

1.2.3.2 The vowel of the prefix is dropped 

In all other cases the vowel of the prelix is dropped, forming the preferred pattern of a double 
consonant at the beginning of a word. 

(1) When prefixed to words which permit a double consonant pattern: 

ke- + sidek becomes ksidek 'badness' 
me- + ron becomes mron 'to seellind' 

ne- + fit becomes nfd 'to tie up (someone, something)' 
se- + [inti becomes slinfi 'engaged' 
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There is a variation in the above pattern when the first syllable of the stem is le-, as the 1 
is always dropped: 

he- + lenek becomes henek 'to cut into small pieces'; 
'to become quiet' 

se- + lebut becomes sebut 'to be angry with each other' 

(2) When prefixed to stems of two syllables whose initial consonant is a glottal stop (which is dropped 
when the prefix is added): 

fie- + 7afm becomes gafas 'to be able to restrain 
(someone, something)' 

m'- + 7ulul becomes nulul 'to divide into shares' 

1.2.4 Infixes 

In the above list of prefies (see sec. 1.2.3), there are two that function as focus markers (see see. 8): 
me- and ne-. In certain instances these occur as infies, i.e., instead of being attached to the beginning 
of the root word, they are inserted into the word itself, hence they are called infixes. An infix is always 
inserted following the initial consonant of the word. To show that they are inserted within a word, they 
are written with a double hyphen: -em-, -en-, -m- and -n-. 

As with the prefixes, there are certain instances when the vowel of the infix is retained, but there are 
many more instances when it is dropped. 

1.2.4.1 The vowel of the  infur is retained 

(1) When infixed between double consonants at the beginning of a one-syllable word, the vowel is 
rctained: 

bray + -em- becomes bemlay 'to give' 
dket + -em- becomes demket 'to stick' 
~ Y U  + -en- becomes henyu 'to repair' 
V a l  + -en- becomes senyat 'to turn aside' 

(2) When infixed into a two-syllable word with le- as the first syllable the vowel is retained, but the 
first vowel of the word is dropped: 

lebur + -en- becomes lenbut 'angry' 
10ne.k + -en- becomes lenmek 'weak' 
lenaw + -em- becomes Iemnaw 'green' 
Irnos + -em- becomes kmnos 'windy' 

1.2.4.2 The vowel of the infur is dropped 

(1) When infixed into a two-syllable word with a consonant and vowel pattern in the first syllabic: 

kuli + -en- becomes knuli 'to laugh (at something)' 
t6b6ng + -em- becomes tmbbbng 'to help' 

The only variation to this pattern is when the -em- is infied to a word with the initial 
consonant b. Because the rn and the b are made in the same place in the mouth, the two 
sounds tend to blend, and the m replaces the b: 

betek + -em- becomes metek 'to design' (not bmetek) 
bqpok + qm- becomes monok 'to murder' (not bmonok) 
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But the regular pattern is retained with the -en-: 

betek + -en- becomes bnetek 'to design (something)' 
bonok + -en- becomes bnonok 'to murder (someone)' 

(2) When infiued into a two-syllable word with a double consonant pattern at the beginning, if the 
second consonant is an I, it is dropped: 

hlowon + -en- becomes hnowon 'to tease (someone)' 
(not helnowon) 

Winrnng + -em- becomes kmintang 'to play the Wintang instrument' 
(not kemlintang) 

When the f is t  of the two consonants is a b, the same blending of the -em- and b occurs 
as described above: 

blorik + -em- becomes mlotik 'to be starry' (not bemlofik) 
bhtut + -em- becomes mlutut 'to be pregnant' (not bemlutut) 

With the -en-, the b is retained but the I is still dropped: 

blot& + -en- becomes bnotik 'for the stars to be many' 
(not benlorik) 

blutut + -en- becomes bnutut 'for the stomach to be large' 
(not benlutut) 

1 3  Pronunciation 

13.1 Preference for  two-syllable words 

As can be seen from the above patterns, there is one basic principle which runs throughout the 
language: Tboli prefer two-syllable words, so they shorten their words to fit this pattern by regularly 
dropping two things: (1) The short vowel sound which occurs between a double consonant pattern at the 
beginning of the words and in all the prefixes, and (2) The light sound of the consonant I (described in 
the previous section).' 

13.2 Stress 

Stress is on the final syllable of the root word, and it does not shift even when a pronoun suffx is 
attached to the word. A pronoun is never stressed. In the following examples, the stressed syllable is in 
bold print: 

eted 'to deliver (someone or something)' 
Etedu yern ngd.I'l1 deliver the child. 

mung 'to go along with (someone or something)' 
Mungi do.  You come along with me. 

The only exception to this rule are four words which have thee  vowel at the end of the word. In these 
words, the stress is on the first syllable. The examples given are the only members of this class: 

bede 'but' ngunle 'I don't know' 
dike 'possiblyflikely' yuke 'good if 

'Whenever an I is the final sound in an utterance, it is often dropped. But if  a pronoun or another word follows, 
the I can bc heard ugain. 
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2. Nouns 

There are two types of nouns in Tboli, regular and derived. The regular nouns are the root words 
which have no affu at all. The derived nouns are those formed by adding the prefix ke-lk- to either a 
verb or an adjective to form a noun. 

2.1 Regular  nouns  

Regular nouns are the unaffixed root words used to name a person, place or thing. They may be either 
a common noun or a proper noun: 

gunti 'house' 
Mri 'horse' 
libun 'girl' 
Ma Flidu 'father of FIidu (term of address)' 
Mtutung 'Matutum mountain' 

There is another class of root words which is not so easily recognized as the above examples. These 
are words that can function either as a noun or a verb, but are most frequently used as verbs: 

ogot 'to hold (something)' 
ogot 'that which is used to hold (something)' 

Ogvtem du yem o p t  mbegel. 
Bhold.you,s~ it that holder sturdy 

Hold it with that sturdy holder. 

ofok 'to chop down (something)' 
ofok 'that which is used to chop down (something)' 

ofokrn du yern ofok Ma Bong. Chop it down with Big Father's chopper. 
Bchop.down.you,s~ it that chopper Father Big 

2.1.1 Pluralization of common nouns 

Some common nouns are understood to be basically singular, others to be basically plural. 

2.1.1.1 Singular  nouns 

To pluralize a singular noun, the word kern is added just before the noun: 

Singular Plural 

gunu 'a house' 
kudd. , 'a horse' 
libun 'a girl' 

kern gunu 'houses' 
kern kuda 'horses' 
kern libun 'girls' 

2.1.1.2 Collective nouns 

Collective nouns are considered to be basically plural, so it is incorrect to use kem with them. Since 
thcy can also be used as singular, this type of noun will be noted as being both singular and plural in 
the dictionary: 

bloiik 'staristars' 
doiin 'leafileaves' 

2.1.2 Pluralization of personal names 

gulorn 'antlants' 
soging 'bananabananas' 

A personal name may be pluralized in order to include those in close association with the individual 
named. To do so, the third person plural pronoun Ie 'they' is added before the name (see sec. 4.1.1): 
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Omin k Y8 Bong gna. 
and.then they Mother Big Bgo.ahead 

Wen le Y;. 
there.is they Mother 

And then Big Mother and her com- 
panions went ahead. 

There is Mother and the rest of the 
family. 

There is an interesting feature in Tboli when more than one personal name is used as either actor (see 
sec. 82) or experiencer (see sec. 8.1). They do not use 'and' to connect the two names as is done in 
English. Instead the appropriate number and plural pronoun is used just before the name: 

h u  me hhsi funen. 
two We,EX Kasi owner.it 

Tey sidek kbiril me lewu me A h  
IN'T bad k-hunger our two we,m Alun 

lit., We two Kusi are the owners. 
nat., Kusi and I are the owners. 

lit., Very bad our hunger we two Ah. 
nat., Ah and I were really very hungry. 

Gunun deng n3 se tohu bldng ye D i m ?  Where is the true boundary between 
where.it PT B t o b e  EMPH true division YOU,PL Dimas YOU and Dimas? 

If two or more individuals are named, it results in a long noun phrase which they do not like to use 
in the actor position following the verb. Rather, the plural pronoun le 'they' is used in this position, but 
the specific individuals are named at the end of the sentence with the appropriate number and plural 
pronoun included before the names: 

Nukit le sila le Gadu lovu le Flruli. lit.. Thw ~ i c k e d  corn Gadu t h w  two 
n-pick they corn they Gadu two they Fludi 

- .  
 hi. 
nat., Both Gadu and Fhdi picked corn. 

Sulik le gu dini le Fining flu le Timud lit., Once they came here, Fining, they 
s-once they from here they Fining three they Timud three N@ Bun- 

nat., Once Fining, Timud and Ngri Bun 
Ngri Bun. came here. 
Ngi Bun 

M W w  le ... lewu le tuho lopin, neth le yem lit., They went ... they two her husband, 
m-go they two they old m&.her ihird they that they three their child. 

nat., The woman, her husband and 
n@ le. 
child their 

their child went. 

2.13 Possessives 

Possession, ownership or relationship are indicated by either a possessive pronoun or by the relative 
position of the possessed noun and the possessor. 

2.1.3.1 Possessive pronouns 

There are two sets of pronouns which are used to show possession, the -u set and the dou set (see 
Figure 1). The -u set occurs right after the noun it  possesses, with the singular pronouns attached to the 
noun and the plurals written as separate words: 

'your house' 
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kudi le 'their horse' 
horse their 

libunu 'my sister' 
sister.my 

tniba ye 'your ricefield' 
-n-ricefield  your,^^ 

When the pronoun from the dou set is used as the possessive, it always occurs before the noun it 
possesses, and its function is to emphasize the ownership by implying a negative contrast with another 
individual, 'my sister (not his)': 

dou libun 'my sister' 
mY sister 

Urn gunu 'your house' 
your,sc house 

kul kuda 'their horse' 
their horse 

~ U Y  tniba 'your ricefield' 
 your,^^ -n-ricefield 

2.13.2 Possessive nouns 

When a noun is used as the possessor, it always occurs aker the noun being possessed. There is no 
marker equivalent to the Tagalog ni or ng before the pas\ .r., .-s' IVC noun: 

gunu Ma ' ~ a l h e r ' s ~  house' 
house (of)Father 

ikong kudci 'horse's tail' 
tail (of)horse 

kerej gunri 'roof of the house' 
roof (of)house 

kuda Walan 'IValan's horse' 
horse (of)Walan 

Thc possessor in the above examples may itself be possessed: 

ikons kudau 'the tail of my horse' 
tail (0f)horse.m~ 

ketef gunli Ma 'thc roof of Father's house' 
roof (of)house (of)Father 

2.1.4 Diminutive 

A diminutive is formed by the noun ngri 'child' occurring before another noun. It diminishes the 
meaning of the word it modifies: 

ngd. benwu 'a little country' 
child country 

When speaking of one's own mother or father, the possessive pronoun 'my' is implied; it is redundant to include it. 
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nsci bnotu 'a little wrapped lunch' 
child wrapped.lunch 

nsci lowig 
child shelter 

'a little shelter' 

22  Derived nouns 

Derived nouns are verbs or adjectives that have become nouns by adding the pref i  ke-lk- to them. 
There are also certain nouns which occur with tbis prefix. These derived nouns always occur with a 
possessive: 

k- + des + -u = Mesu 
pain + -my my.painfulness 

k- + des mata + -hu = M a  matahu 
pain eye + -my the.painfu1ness.of.my.eyes 

There are two kinds of derived nouns (1) Those derived from adjectives become abstract nouns, and 
they express the quality of the adjective from which it is derived. (An English example of an abstract 
noun is the word 'goodness' which has been derived by adding 'ness' to the adjective 'good'.) (2) Those 
derived from verbs or nouns become gerunds, which are words that are used as nouns in a sentence, but 
have the basic meaning of an action. (An English example of a gerund is the word 'going' which has been 
derived by adding 'ing' to the verb 'go'.) 

2.2.1 Abstract nouns 

An abstract noun differs from a regular noun in that a regular noun indicates something which can be 
touched. An abstract noun cannot be touched. Rather it indicates the quality of something or someone. 
It is formed by adding the ke-lk- prefix to an adjective: 

k- + des + -en = kdesen 
painful -hisfherlit painfulness.it 

k- + gel + -en = kgelen 
hard -hisbedit hardness.it 

ke- + ~ Y U  + -hen = kehyuhen 
good -hi&er/it goodness.his/her 

Deng ton me ne yem kehyuhen. 
already Bsee we,= now that ke-good.its 

Already we have seen its goodness. 

Gel tnrbn ket ne udi yern Mes matahu. The painfulness of my eyes is decreas. 
always m-decrease each now little that k-pain eyemy ing little little. 

2.2.2 Gerunds 

A gerund is formed by adding the ke-lk- prefix to a verb or a noun 

2.2.2.1 Ke-lk- + verb 

The gerund functions as a noun in the sentence, but its meaning is always the action of the verb from 
which it is derived: 

k- +fuk + me = kjiuk me 'our washing clothes' 
Bwash.clothes Our,EX washing.clothes our,EX 
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'my arriving 

ke- + dyo + le = kedVo le 'their bathing 
Bbathe their bathing their 

ke- + h16s + -em = kehl6sem 
Bproceed -your proceeding.your 

Tey gel k d p  me ket kdaw. 

very always ke-bathe our every day 

Ld mimot -en L$uk me. 
not use up  -it k-wash.clothes our 

'your proceeding' 

Our bathinglswimming was for a long 
time every day. 

Our washing clothes wasn't all done. 

In the above examples of gerunds, a derived noun with a possessive pronoun is the subject of the 
sentence. The literal English translation is not very clear. In a more natural English translation, the 
possessive pronoun functions as the actor of the sentence, and the derived noun functions as a verb: 

lit., Our bathing was for a long time every day. 
uat., We bathedlswam for a long time every day. 

lit., Our washing clothes wasn't all done. 
nat., We didn't get all our clothes washed, 

2.2.2.2 Ke-lk- + noun 

k- + dadu + le = Madu le 
plow their plowing their 

k- + hali + -u = khaliu 
wound mY being.wounded.my 

ke- + hlafus + le = kehlafus Ie 
morning their being.morning their 

Deng deng Madu me. 

PT PT k-plow our,EX 

Tey sidek kegn61nu du yern Wloliu. 
I N T  bad kc-feel.my it that k-woundmy - 

'their plowing' 

'my being wounded' 

'their being morning' 

lit., Our plowing is already finished. 
nat., We have already finished plowing. 

I'm feeling badly (because of) my being 
wounded. 

ani hyu kehlafus le ebP lniba 'so that they will be early morning 
so.that good kc-morning their DIR,LOC -n-ricefield (going) to the ricefield' 

3. Modifiers 

There are two types of modifiers in Tboli, adjectives and adverbs. 

3.1 Adjectives 

Adjectives are words used to describe a person, place or thing, hence they are often called descriptives. 
Just as there are two types of nouns in Tboli, so there are two types of adjectives, regular and derived. 
The regular adjectives are root words which have no affix at all. The derived adjectives are those formed 
by adding an affix from the me- set to certain root words. 
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3.1.1 Regular  adjectives 

Most adjectives in nol i  are unaffuted root words: 

bong 'big' lomi 'new' 
gna 'before' sidek 'bad' 
huli 'after' s6n 'only' 
h>y 'good' tabu 'true' 
ker 'each' nrhn 'old' 
hi 'hot' udi 'little' 
lehen 'skinny' ukol 'short' 

3.12 Derived adjectives 

Derived adjectives are root words which have become adjectives by adding an a f f  from the me- set 
(me-, m-, -em- and -m-). 

3.12.1 Me- set a f f i  used with nouns  

rn- + a b ~ i  = rnabli 'fat' 
fatness 

m- + begel = mbegel 'sturdy' 
support 

m- + gel = mgel 'difliculthard' 
hardness 

m- + yak = myak 'shyltimid' 
shyness 

me- + bres = mebres 'expensive' 
measure 

3.1.2.2 Me- set affm used  with verbs 

me- + brik = mebrik 'quick' 
Bget.up 

me- + kteng = mekteng 'direct' 
&pull 

3.1.23 Me-  se t  affut used with adjectives 

-em- + lehen = Iemehen 'slender' 
thin 

-m- + tahd = mahd 'oblong' 
tall 

Certain adjectives never occur without them- prefut, i.e., they cannot be separated into In- + q u k  or 
rn- + oni: 

rnayuk 'far' rnon~ 'nearby' 

3.1.3 Distribution of adjectives 

Adjectives may occur in two basic positions, either following the noun or preceding it. 

(1) Those that occur following the noun 

The majority of the adjectives are descriptives and occur after the noun they modify: 
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il l n a W  
water cold 

kudri 
horse 

Mi 
father 

suk 
knife 

tau 
person 

bong 
big 

Bong 
big 

fall'? 
long 

ukol 
short 

Y2 Huli 
mother last  

'cold water' 

'big horse' 

'Big Father (term of address showing respect)' 

'long knife' 

'short person' 

'Last Mother (term of address for last wife of 
father)' 

(2) Those that occur preceding the noun 

The  following adjectives occur before th: noun they modify and function to limit it: 

di  nga 
many child 

dumu mu 
other people 

M2 nga 
all  children 

kd tau 
each person 

lomi IOU 

new person 

sbn tau 
only person 

lehe funen 
previous owner.it 

'many children' 

'other people' 

'all the children' 

'each person' 

'young person' 

'only person' 

'previous owner' 

(3) Those that occur either before or after the Ioun 

There are a few adjectives that may occl; either before or after the noun with no ap- 
parent change of meaning: 

bong taulrau bong 
gna laullau gna 
Iuhu lanilan b11u 

'big person' 
'former people/person' 
'true path' 

There are other adjectives that may occz in both positions, but with a change of 
meaning: 

libun luha 'old woman' ru l~ l  lfbun 'wife' 
female old old female (term of address) 

logi fuha 'old man' lrrlru log; 'husband' 
male old old male (term of address) 
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&mu ngci 'another child' n@ dumuhu 'the child of 
another child child companion.my my companion' 

3.1.4 Number of adjectives used in sequence 

Usually only one adjective occurs following a noun, but there are a few cases where two adjectiba 
may occur in sequence: 

libun kogd nub611 
woman bentover white.haired 

'a bent over, white haired woman' 

tau bong hnsa 
person big rich 

'a man of authority who is rich' 

A more nahlral combination is to have one adjective from the class that occurs before the noun used 
to modify a noun phrase: 

ngci kafal udi 
child ship little 

'a very little ship' 

s6n tau Doli  
only person Tboli 

'only a person who is a Tboli' 

&he benwu gnahen 
former country before.it 

'the former country of olden times' 

3.1.5 A fur ther  function of bong and udi 

The two words bong 'big' and udi 'little' may be used to modify an adjective. The word bong is used 
to increase the meaning of the adjective being modified and occurs preceding it: 

bong hyu 
big good 

'very good' 

bong lamang 
big wide 

'a very wide area' 

bong Iegen 
big 1ong.time 

'a very long time' 

bong mayuk 
big far 

'very far' 

bong sidek 
big bad 

'very bad' 

The word udi is used to diminish the actual meaning of the adjective being modified and occurs 
following it: 

bong udi 
big little 

'a little bit big' 

lamang udi 
wide little 

'a little bit wide' 

legen udi 
longlime little 

'a little bit long' 
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mayuk udi 
far little 

tahli udi 
long little 

'a little bit far' 

'a little bit long' 

3 2  Adverbs 

Adverbs modify verbs, adjectives and other adverbs. In Tboli there are a large number of words 
included in this category. Some indicate tense. Others indicate the duration or frequency of the action. 
Others express a desire or wish in connection with the action. Still others limit the action or emphasize 
it or intensify it. 

These words can also be divided into two classes, those that occur before the word they modify, and 
those that occur following it. 

32.1 Those occurring before the word they modify 

The majority of the adverbs modify verbs, and they occur before the verb. Whenever the verb uses a 
pronoun from the -e set as either actor or experiencer of the sentence, the adverb always attracts the 
pronoun away from its normal position following the verb: 

= Birile. I'm hungry. 

Deng + -e bitil. = Denge biril. I'm already hungry. 
PT -I Bhungry 

3.2.1.1 Tense markers 

There is a class of adverbs functioning as tense markers which occur before the verb. These also attract 
the -e set of pronouns functioning as either a focused actor or experiencer: 

angat distant future lomi recent past 
deng past tense m6y6n near future 
eles action completed tehe remote past 

beforehand tolo present continuative 

T o b  le mken. 

still they m-food 

An@ le kid 

will they Bhot 

They are still eating. 

They will be hot. 

The past tense deng may be used with the appropriate tense markers to add the sense of a time or 
action completed. When this occurs, the -e set of pronouns used as a focused actor or experiencer is 
attracted to deng: 

Deng deng. 

PTB finish 

Deng tndydn grungd. 

PT-B almost noon 

It's already finished 

It's already almost noon. 

Deng lotni Ionwdt. 

PT-0 recent -em-leave 
Helshe already left just recently. 
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Deng le tehe lemwdt. 
PT they previous -em-leave 

Deng eles niten. 
PT in.advance -n-bringhe 

They already left long ago. 

Helshe has already in advance brought 
it along. 

3.2.1.2 Time of action 

There is another class of adverbs which indicate the time the action took place. These always attract 
the -u set of pronouns which function as nonfocused actor: 

gu laan 'before' luk 'besides that' 
igd 'while' omin 'then' 
Iflam. 'as long as' sbnmd 'always' 
kogol 'after' uni 'immediately' 
lel 'at the same time' 

Igou tolo mken, r6d6 tonu. 
while.] still m-food just see.1 

To10 lelu drnadu. 
still continue.1 m-plow 

Sbnmu tendo dmadu. 
always.] continue m-plow 

While I was still eating, I immediately 
saw (it). 

I'm still plowing. 

I'm always continually plowing. 

3.2.13 Duration of action 

There is another class of adverbs indicating the duration of the action of the verb. These also attract 
the -e set of pronouns which function as either a focused actor or experiencer: 

bud 'again' sal 'always' 
gel 'usually/always' sana 'already' 
hand 'still' tendo 'continually' 
hlun 'temporarily' t6d6 'immediately' 
kendel 'quickly' 

T6dk mlby. 
immediate.] m-run 

Immediately I ran, 

Bude ml@. Again I ran. 
again.1 m-run 

The adverb gel 'usually/always' can be modificd by a wide range of adverbs from all the various classes: 

Deng lehe gel nm6 le. 
PT previous always n-do they 

Tod6 gel hlinof kun. 
immediate-# always h-quiet it.is.said 

Previously they always did that. 

He immediately always becomes quiet 
it is said. 
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Teye gel hligal. 
INT,~ always h-happy 

I'm always very happy. 

3.2.1.4 Intensity 

There is another commonly used class of adverbs which intensify the verb or adjective they modify 
(feylali 'very' and hol 'really'): 

Holi mliry! 
INTJOU m-run 

Tey mi@. 
r n ~ $  m-run 

AL' sidek udilen. 
INT bad word.hi&er 

Hol tnhu udilen. 
INT true word.hislher 

Run fast! 

He ran very fast. 

Hislher words were very bad. 

Hisher words are really true. 

Tey is the adverb most widely used to modify verbs, adjectives, other adverbs and even nouns: 

Tey bong. 
INT$ big 

Tey gel hendemu u. 

INT always -en-think.1 you 

Tey bulul. 
INT$ mountain 

It's very big. 

I'm always thinking very much about 
you. 

It's a very high mountain. 

3.2.15 Wish or desire 

There is another class of adverbs which express a wish or desire in connection with the action. (T6 is 
the only one that attracts the pronoun actor away from its normal position following the verb.) 

dike 'likelytprobably' 18 'would likelabout to' 
d6 'approximatelylabout' yake 'good iP 
k6 'maybelperhaps' 

T& rnung kul mosol. 
would.like.1 m-go.along them downhill 

D6ke deng k6l dini. 
likely P T , ~  0-arrive here 

I'd like to go down with them 

It's likely he has already arrived here. 

h2 lanahi. 
perhaps Blost.you,s~ 

Perhaps you will get lost 
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3.2.1.6 Limitation 

There is a class of adverbs which modify adjectives. They add a sense of limitation to the adjective 
being modified: 

010 'merelylonly' ma12 'somewhat' 
old 'at leastlonly' tek 'justlonly' 

Tek s6n Yi m 4 6 w .  Only just Mother is going. 
Only just Mother m-go 

Mali mgel udi 
somewhat hard little 

Obn udi bloyem do. 
on1y.it little Bgive.you,SG me 

Mahi miE1 yem soging. 
somewhat yellow that banana 

It's somewhat a little hard. 

Give me only a little. 

The banana is somewhat ripe. 

3.2.2 Those o c c u m n g  a f t e r  t he  word they modify 

(1) Indicating time 

There is another class of adverbs indicating time which occur after the verb: 

eginu 'om,early' kedeng 'by and by~later' 
(of the same day) koni 'just a moment agoljust now' 

he 'yet' nilne 'now' 

Deng me mken koni. 
PT we,EX m-food just.now 

K61 le kdeng. 
Barrive they by.and.by 

We just now finished eating. 

They will arrive by and by. 

(2) Indicating emphasis 

There are three particles used for emphasis, gi, se, and d l .  They occur following the word 
they emphasize, and there seems to be almost no limitation as to what they can emphasize: 

La gi, id. kde m6y6 tagak. No! I definitely do not want to stay 
NEG EMPB NEG definite.1 m-likelwant stay.hehind behind. 

What a waste! 

Y6 di hyu. 
that EMPH good 

That one is good! 
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4. Noun substitutes: personal pronouns 

There are four pronoun sets in 'Iboli, each set with its own specific functions. The -e set and the ou 
set function only as substitutes for the noun participants that are in focus in the sentence; the -u set and 
the dou set function only as substitutes for the noun participants that are not in focus. So the four sets 
can be divided into two groups, focused and nonfocused pronouns. Figure 1 displays these four pronoun 
sets. 

0 'helshelit' 

Foeused Pronouns 

-E set 

-el-he 'I' 

lekuy 'we aIl,r~' 

Nonfocused Pronouns 

-U set 

-ulhul-w 'Umvlmine' 

me 'we not you,EX' 

le 'we two,Dur 

le 'they' 

Ou set 

-en/-hen/-n 'helshelit' 
'his'herlits' 

lekur 'we all,lN' 
'OUK,IN' 

me 'we not you,=' 
'ours not yours,m' 

re 'we two,Du' 
'ouI,DU' 

Ye 'YOU,PL' 
'your.PL' 

le 'theyltheir' 

Dou set 

du 'helshelit' 
'him/her/its' 

oulo 'Ume' 

uulu 'YOU,SG' 
'YOU.SG' 

kun - 

'hisherlits' 

douldo 'melmylmine' 

k61n 'youlyour' 

rekuy 'we al1,IN' 
'US all,IN' 

Figure I. Personal pronouns 

rekuy 'us all,lN' 
'our,IN' 

mi  'we not you,EX' 
'us not you,EX8 

1u 'we  two,^^' 
'US tw0,DU' 

Ye 'you,PL' 
'you,PL' 

le 'theylthem' 

kum 'us not  you,^^' 
'ours not  yours,^^' 

kul 'US  two,^^' 
'our,DU' 

~ U Y  'you,PL' 
'your,PL' 

kul 'themltheir' 
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4.1 Focused pmnoun sets 

4.1.1 The -e se t  

As can be seen from Figure 1, the singular pronouns from the focused -e set are a single vowel (-e or 
-i). In writing these, they are attached to the verb itself. 

Since 'helshelit' is indicated by an absence of a pronoun, this is marked with a 0 on the chart and in 
the glosses. Whenever the negative 16 occurs with verbs which ordinarily would use this pronoun, the -en 
from the nonfocused -u set is used instead: 

Mken. 
m-food-# 

He/she/it is eating. 

Hdshe/it is not eating. 

Helshdit is wounded. 

Ld hnalien. Hdshelit is not wounded. 
neg n-woundhe 

Cna. 
&ahead-$ 

Helshelit is ahead. 

Helshelit is not ahead. 

When the singular pronouns -e or -i are attached to a root word ending with a vowel, they become -he 
or -hi: 

ma 'to get some' 
mnhe 'I'll get some ...' 
mnhi 'You,sc get some ...' 

The plural pronouns all begin with a consonant, making them seem more like separate words. Since 
they can be used in more than one position in a sentence (see sec. 2.1.2). all the plural pronouns are 
written as separate words. 

Mken tekuy ne. 

m-food we,IN now 
Let us all eat now. 

4.1.1.1 Focused experiencer o r  actor 3 

The -e set of focused pronouns functions either as focused experiencer or focused actor. As an 
experiencer, the pronoun substitutes for the one experiencing the state or condition expressed by the verb. 
As an actor, it substitutes for the one doing the action of the verb. 

As an experiencer, it occurs with stative verbs using an affix from either the me- set or the ne- set, but 
often it occurs with verbs using no affix at all. As an actor, it occurs only with verbs using an affix from 
the me- set. 

3?he functions of pronouns cannot be described without mentioning the focus of the sentence in which they are 
used. So in this chapter the  five types of focus are briefly mentioned, but a full description is given in section 8. 
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(1) Focused experiencer 

(2) Focused actor 

Mkeni btl2 me. 
m-food you,^^ PREP USEX 

You go ahead. 

Helshe is embarrassed. 

I have cut myself. 

You eat with us. 

Mken ~ e k q  ne. Let us all eat now. 
m-food we,m now 

In a sentence where certain adverbs modify the verb, these adverbs attract the pronoun 
experiencer or actor to itself from the normal position following the verb: 

You are already ahead. 

To10 myak. He is still embarrassed. 
still-# m-embarrass 

Lomihe hnali. I recently cut myself, 
recent.1 n-wound 

4.1.2 T h e  ou se t  

The ou set may occur in the position before the verb (which implies a contrast with some other person 
or thing), or it may occur in the position Iollowing the actor. In the preverb position it functions as 
experiencer, actor, goal or object. In the postverb position it functions as either goal or object. 

4.1.2.1 Contrasted experiencer i n  preverb position 

As the contrasted experiencer in the preverb position, the ou set of pronouns is used with stative verbs. 
Stative verbs are often found with no a f f i  at all, or they may use an affix from either the me- set (see 
sec. 93.1) or the ne- set (see sec. 9.3.2): 

Uu huli. 
YOU &last 

Lu mate. 
they m-win 

You (not someone else) be the one to be last. 

They (not someone else) are the ones who won. 

Du lenekef. He (not someone else) is the one who has a cold 
he -en-to.have.a.cold 

4.1.2.2 Contrasted ac to r  i n  preverb position 

As the contrasted actor in preverb position, the ou set of pronouns is used with verbs marked with an 
affix from the me- set indicating an A n  (see sec. 8.2): 

Ou se mron k o ~ n  koni. 
I E M P H  m-see you just.now 

I'm the one who saw you just now 



Du mil yem snafang. 

he m-bring that gun 
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He's the one who brought the gun. 

4.1.23 Focused object 

As the focused object, the ou set of pronouns function as the one directly involved in the action of the 
verb. It usually occurs following a nonfocused goal, but if a goal does not occur in the sentence, it follows 
the actor. It may also occur in the position before the verb. 

As a focused object, it occurs with verbs marked with an affu from the ne- set or with those with no 
affix at all. 

(1) Object focus signalled by ne- set affu 

Gel nbb Mi ou. 
always n-carry.on.back Father me 

Father always carried me on his back. 

Ou se gel nb8 Mi. I'm the one Father always carried on 
I EMPH always n-carry.on.back Father his back. 

(2) Object focus with no affu 

Tonu uu koni 

8-see.1 you just.now 

Uu se tonu koni. 

you EMPH 0-see.1 just.now 

I saw you just now. 

You are the one I saw just now. 

4.1.2.4 Focused gonl 

As a focused goal, the ou set of pronouns function as the one to whom the action of the verb is directed. 
It occurs either in the position following the actor or in the preverb position. It always occurs with verbs 
marked with an affu from the ne- set (see sec. 8.4): 

Nkny le u bigu. 

n-serve they you winnowing.tray 

Uu nkay le bigu. 

you n-serve they winnowing.tray 

They served (the food) to you on a win- 
nowing tray. 

You are the one they served on a win. 
nowing tray. 

4.2 Nonfocused pronoun sets 

The -u set and the dou set are the nonfocused pronoun sets. As can be seen from the chart at the 
beginning of this chapter, the nonfocused -u set and the focused -e set are very similar. The plural 
pronouns are identical, written as separate words in both sets. The singular pronouns of the -e set are 
vowels; the singular pronouns of the -u set all begin with a vowel, so the singular pronouns from both 
sets are attached directly to the verb when writing them. When the verb ends in a vowcl, these singular 
pronouns from both sets add the consonant h before the vowel of the pronoun. The following are examples 
of this from the -u set. Note further that when this occurs the pronouns may be abbreviated to a single 
final consonant: 

nawa 
nawahulnawaw 
nawahemlnawam 
nawahenlnawan 

'breath' 
'my breath' 
'your breath' 
'hislher breath' 
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4.2.1 The  -u se t  

The -u set of pronouns function as a nonfocused actor, a nonfocused goal with the preposition bdt? or 
as a possessive pronoun. 

4.2.1.1 Nonfocused ac to r  

As a nonfocused actor, the position of the -u set of pronouns always follow the verb. It occurs with 
all the verbs used for om, Gm or IFS, whether these verbs are marked with an a f f i  from the ne- set or 
whether they occur with no affi at all. 

(1) With an object focus verb 

Gel nwitu yem k d d  lem bulul. I always bring that horse (up) into the 
always n-bring.1 that horse in mountain mountains. 

Ereden BIinun lem bulul. He delivered Blinun (up) into the moun- 
5-deliverhe Blinun in mountain tains. 

(2) With a goal focus verb 

Y a k  benlay ye o buldn huli Good if you give me next month (of@ 
goodif -en-give  you,^^ me month after 

(3) With an instrument focus verb 

Toolem du tnikel yem mimetem. You string your necklace with thread 
8-string.you,sc it thread that necklace.your,sG 

4.2.1.2 Nonfocused goal 

The -u set of pronouns is always used with the preposition bil2 when it functions as a nonfocused goal. 
Bili  has a wide range of meaning. In English it would be expressed by using the prepositions from, with, 
by, to, at, among, etc. In 'Iboli it occurs with verbs signalling experiencer focus, actor focus and object 
focus. 

As a nonfocused goal, the preposition and its pronoun usually occur immediately following the 
experienccr or actor in a sentence, but if these are in preverb position, they occur following the verb. 

(1) With an experiencer focus verb 

Tlu hung- ken nu bi&n. Three bundles of food are with him 
three bundle food &to.he PREP,him 

Sldb b i u  bP gunuhu dmudu. H e  stopped by me where I was plowing. 
8-stop.by-0 prcEp,me m c  p1ace.m~ m-plow 

(2) With an actor focus verb 

Md61ni b i g  le h q a .  
m-borrow.you,sG PREP them tomorrow 

Hemyuhi ME le sfold 
-em-good.you,SG PREP them ten 

Laen du kmahi bile^ le. 

NEG,~~  left -m-salt PREP them 

Borrow from them tomorrow. 

You put ten away for them. 

None among them has salt to use 
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(3) With an object focus verb 

Sidek nmd le b i k  
bad n-do they Pm,h im 

Gefet dini tinok ye me. 
reach here 5-request YOU,PL PREP US 

It was bad what they did to him. 

It reach here to us what you requested. 

4.2.13 Nonemphasized possessive 

The -u set also functions as a nonemphasized possessive following nouns, either regular or derived: 

'his going' 

'my horse' 

'Yak le 'their embarrassment' 
k-embarrassment their 

silaem 'your corn' 
com.your,sG 

4.2.2 T h e  dou se t  

The dou set of pronouns functions as a nonfocused goal, a nonfocused object, an emphatic possessive 
or as a reiteration of an experiencer, an actor or an object at the end of a sentence for emphasis. 

4.2.2.1 Nonfocused object 

A pronoun from the dou set functions as a nonfocused object with verbs signalling either actor focus 
or instrument focus. It only occurs in an AFS when the actor is in preverb position. 

(1) With an actor focus verb 

h a r a  semgyok kuy. 

God -em-care.for you,P~ 
May God take care of you all. 

(2) With an instrument focus verb 

Bulungu du' yem bulung Y;. I treated her with Mother's medicine. 
8-treat.with.medicine.1 her that medicine Mother 

A possible reason for not using the pronoun kun is that there is also a particle larn in- 
dicating reported speech with which it could be confused. This particle indicates that the 
speaker is not a witness of the event he is talking about or the originator of the opinion he 
is expressing, but that he has heard it from someone else and is simply reporting what he 
heard: 

Lii kun. 

@taboo-0 it.is.said 
It is said to be taboo. 

When hm 'helshelit' lrom the dorr set is nceded, thc equivalent pronoun du is used from the focused all set (see 
Figure 1). 
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Tehe benwu p a n  kun wen wolu tau. It is said that in the previous world, 
former countly beforeit it.is.said thereis eight people there were eight people. 

4.22.2 Nonfocused goal 

As a nonfocused goal, the dm set of pronouns functions as the one for whom the action is done, the 
one who will benefit from the action. It occurs with verbs signalling either actor focus or object focus. 

The dual form kul "us two' functions to add an element of politeness to a request. 

(1) With an actor focus verb 

Hemyuhi Rul sfol6. 
-em-good.you,s~ us,nu,(polite) ten 

(2) With an object focus verb 

Henken ye do ni kern ngi. 
-en-food  you,^^ me this PL child 

Sfinges ken blay le kum. 
s-wrapper food Bgive they us,= 

You put ten away for us, please. 

You feed these children for me. 

They gave us one wrapped (bundle) of 
food. 

4.2.23 Nonfocused object with a negative 

A pronoun from the ou set is always used as a focused object in an OFS. But whenever a negative is 
added to the sentence, a pronoun from the nonfocused dou set replaces the pronoun from the focused 
ou set: 

Hnebelu uu. 
-n-look.for.1 you,sc 

Lri hnebelu Urn. 
NEG -n-look.for.1 you,sc 

Nafasu h. 

n-hold.back.1 them 

Lri nafasu kuL 

NEG n-hold.back.1 them 

I looked for you. 

I didn't look for yon. 

I held them back. 

I didn't hold them back 

4.2.2.4 Emphasized experiencer, actor o r  object 

An added emphasis is given to an actor, an experiencer or an object by reiterating it at the end of the 
sentence with a pronoun from the dou set. Oftentimes the emphasis particle se occurs immediately 
preceding the pronoun. 

(1) With an experiencer focus verb 

T a 6  btang se kun. 
just-08-fall EMPII him 

He just fell as for him 

They arc foolish as for them 
n-foolish they EMPlr as.for.them 
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(2) With an actor focus verb 

M k n e  soging h u .  
m-food1 banana me 

I'm eating a banana as for me. 

(3) With an object focus verb 

L d k 6  henyu l e d u s e  luL They certainly did not put it away as 

NEG certain en-good they it EMPH them for them. 

Ld k6 tu~Znu du hu 
NEG certain 0-tell1 it as.for.me 

I certainly did not tell it as for me. 

4 2 2 5  Contrasted possessive 

The pronoun from the dou set always occurs before the noun it possesses, whether it is a regular noun 
or a derived noun. In  this position it implies a negated contrast with another individual for clarification, 
'mine (not his)': 

Gel hinum ye kem do onuk Always give my chickens water to drink. 
always h-give.a.drink you ,~ t  PL my chicken 

Deng hnagiu kul kmd. 
PT h-study.1 their k-to.do 

I have already studied their doings 

4 3  Display of pronoun functions 

Figure 2 shows the different functions of the four sets of pronouns in Tboli as described in this section: 
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Pronoun set I Function 1 Position 1 verb  affw. 

-e I actor I followine verb 

Focused sets 

me- 

I 

Non- 
focused 
sets 

ou 

-u 

dou 

1 following goal* 

actor 
experiencer 

obiect followine actor 

experiencer 

actor 

experiencer 

object 

goal I before verb, or 

actor 

goal (with b&) 

goal I following actor 

possessive I before noun 

ne- 

me-, ne-, 0 
ne-, 0 

ne-, 0 
me-, ne-, 0 

following verb 

before verb 

before verb 

before verb, or 

following actor 

following verb 

following actor 

I I (emphatic) I 
Figure 2. Functions of personal pronouns 

me-, ne-, 0 
me- 

me-, ne-, 0 
ne-, 0 

ne-, 0 
me-, ne-, 0 

*If the goal does not occur in the sentence, the object follows the actor. 

5. Noun substitutes: demonstrative pronouns 

There are three sets of demonstrative pronouns in ?boli, the ni set, the nim set and the dini set. Each 
set has four demonstratives which indicate relative distance of the items spoken about to the participants 
in a conversation. The distance may be in terms of space, time or thought. 

(1) The ni set 

ni 'this' fu 'that (far)' 
~6 'that (near)' YU 'that (very far)' 

(2) The nim set 

ni~nlni k e ~ n  'thislthese' tu~nlru k e ~ n  'thatlthose (far)' 
ye1niy6 k e ~ n  'thatithose (near)' yumlyu kem 'thatithose (very far)' 

( 3 )  The dini set 

dini 'here' ditu 'there (far)' 
dy6 'there (near)' dyu 'there (very far)' 
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%is' is close to the speaker, usually closer than to the hearer. That  (near)' is a short distance from 
the speaker, often nearer to the hearer. 'That (far)' is far from both the speaker and hearer. 'That (very 
far)' is even farther from both of them. 

A demonstrative plus a noun forms a noun phrase that functions to specify or single out a certain 
person, thing, place or time already referred to, or it may substitute for it (see sec. 6.2.4). 

5.1 The ni set 

The ni set of demonstrative pronouns functions as a substitute for a specific participant which is in 
focus in a sentence. It may also substitute for location or time. 

5.1.1 As a substitute for a focused participant in a sentence 

As can be seen in the examples that follow, the demonstrative refers to something already mentioned 
in the immediate situation, something already known to both the speaker and the hearer. 

(1) Object 

Y6 nirem !a t .  That is what you can bring for us. 
that n-bring.you,sG us,DU(polite) 

Ke y6 nmoen, hensald. le. 
if that n-do.he h-en-sin they 

Deng dsli M2 du y6 b n i .  
PT &offer Father it that just.now 

(2) Comment of nonverbal clause 

Ni ngaen. 
this child.her 

Y6 desen, nolos. 
that sickness.its n-to.wither 

Ni se kul bulung biril. 
this EMPH their medicine hungry 

If that is what he does, they will fme 
him. 

Father offered that (to the spirits) just 
now. 

This is her child. 

What its sickness is, i t  is withered. 

This indeed is their medicine for hunger. 

5.1.2 As a substitute for a location 

When used as a substitute for a location, the ni set usually occurs with the preposition bP functioning 
as a location marker, but it can occur without it. 

(1) With be 

Deng krnoen se sild dnadu bi lu? How is the corn there in the plowed 
PT k-do.it EMPH corn -n-plow LOC there field doing? 

Mahil miwdl libun b2 y6. 
easy m-to.court girl LW that 

(2) Without b i  

It is easy to court a girl there 

Ne y6 angar gunuhu r~niba kdeng. And that is where I will make a 
And that Fr place.my -m-ricefield later riceiield later. 
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Tu tonoken 
there landhis 

There is his land. 

5.13 As a substitute for a time word 

When substituting for a certain time, a ni set demonstrative may be used alone, with the preposition 
b l ,  or with a specific time word. 

(1) Used alone 

Deng m u h  s o u  fedyan le ni ne. They are already more than one week 
PT more.than one market they this now now at this time. 

Omin le y6 mbut kemlo du. And then at that time, they began to 
and.then they that m-begin -em-weeding.tool it weed it. 

(2) Used with be 

Ne ke mnbng Maw b2 yb, ominen mtem du. And if the sun shines at that time, then 
and if m-ray sun ux that then.he m-burn it he bums it. 

(3) Used with a time word 

Bude mdg6w ebP Afus kemdaw ni kedeng. I'm going to Afus again later today. 
again.1 m-go DIR,LOC Afus -em-day this later 

Ne eles rn6g6 ni ke kiju. And cook it tonight ahead of time. 
and in.advance -n-cook this when night 

Although time is not one of the focused participants signalled by an affur on the verb, it 
may occur before the verb if it is necessary to contrast it with some other time for clarifica- 
tion: 

Akad huli ru bude m6gd.w 
Sunday after there again.1 m-go 

Xifu ni kedeng k6g6w le. 
tonight this later k-go their 

Sunday after next I'm going again 

Later tonight they will be going. 

5.1.4 Used with a noun for  specificity 

T o  be even more specific about a certain time or place or a certain participant, a ni set demonstrative 
may occur both preceding and following the noun: 

Okbm ni kemdaw ni eginu, kernlo But earlier today we weeded in the 
but this -em-day this DIR,early -em-weeding.too1 'icefield. 

~ n e  bP tniba. 
we,= LOC -n-ricefield 

Ni kmoen ni, sotuhu fen rebel bP gunu. At this time I am the only one left in 
this k-do.it this one.1 ID Blekbehind r,oc house the house. 

S6n ni kiju ni, /a mawe. 
only this night this NEG 0-c01i.1 

It is only this night that I'm not cold. 
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Tedu angat kmoen ni knagiu ni? What will I do about this my studying? 
what FT k-doits this k-study.my this 

Nmb le mambang ni ubi n i  They are going to make bread from 
n-make they bread this sweet.potato this these sweet potatoes. 

Sdn ktom du tu ngou U, 

last k-see.1 him that child.mine that 
My last time to see that child of mine, 
he was already leaving home (straying). 

nbuten m a g  ne. 
n-beginhe h-leave.home now 

Tek SOU b618 k ggovd yb kern lau Only one of those people just now 
only one PREP them g-escape that PL that (talked about) escaped. 

yb koni 
person just.now 

Hld kem !dm ngd yb kern yb. 
all PL yOur,SG child that PL that 

All those are your children. 

5.2 T h e  nim se t  

The nim set of demonstratives is a very hard worked set of demonstratives. Its function is to refer back 
to a participant that bas already been spoken of in the immediate situation, a participant already known 
to both speaker and hearer. It occurs with both focused and nonfocused participants, so there is hardly 
a sentence where a demonstrative from this set is not used. 

This set has both a singular and a plural form. When the focused participant is singular, the nim form 
is used, e.g. nim nga 'this child'. When it is plural, the demonstrative occurs with the plural marker kern, 
e.g. ni kem nga 'these children'. 

5.2.1 T h e  nim set  used with focused participants 

The nim set of demonstratives is used to specify a certain person, place or thing functioning as the 
focused participant of a sentence. It may be a focused actor, goal, object or instrument. It also occurs 
with the topic of a nonverbal clause. 

(1) Actor 

ne mud61 nim Ma Bong, rnonen 
And m-word this Father Big said.he 

'and Big Father (already mentioned) 
spoke, he said' 

okhn kul ni kem iwas, gel mon le 'but as for them the monkeys (already 
But them this PL monkey always said they mentioned), they always said' 

M6y6 le nu lem bulul y6 kern Tboli. Tboli like to live in the mountains. 
m-like they 6to.be in mountain that PL Tboli 
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(2) Object 

Deng densi M i  yem b&- bong 

PT -en-offer Father that halete big 

debwak. 
nearby.lower.area 

Tngdnem ne Irk yem deng kyehenu? 
Bknow.you,s~ now QU that F-T k-spouse.my 

(3) Goal 

Deng henbuk Yt bulung yem ngci 
PT h-en-smoke Mother medicine that child 

Father gave an offering (to the spirits) 
for the big balete (tree) right below 
(us). 

Did you know about my plarriage? 

Mother caused the medicine to smoke 
(toward) the child who is sick. 

wen dewn 
there.is sickness.bis 

(4) Instrument 

Bulungu kdm yem bulung henyuhu. I will medicine you with that medicine 
5medicine.I you,SG that medicine -en-good.1 I saved. 

(5) Topic in nonverbal clause 

Tey denlag yem lem luduk. That distant mountain is very heavily 
INT -en-forest that in distant.mountain forested. 

Deng bihing yem gun2 leged. 
PT &lean that house higher.leve1 

Mdy6nen ne yem ktem [e. 

almost.it now that k-burn their 

That house above (us) is already lean- 
ing. 

It is almost time now (for) their burn- 
ing/for them to burn (their field). 

Tey sidek boohen yem in@ kudi. The perspiration of a horse smells bad. 
INT bad odor.its that perspiration horse 

But when the speaker and the hearer are in a familiar situation, the demonstratives are 
seldom used with the focused participants. They are considered unnecessary for under- 
standing. 

5.2.2 T h e  nim set  used with nonfocused participants 

The ni~n set of demonstratives is also used with nouns functioning as nonfocused participants, whether 
they are actor, object, goal, location or time. 

(1) Unfocused actor 

Benosen kuluhen rum sowu. Tlle boa constrictor hid its head. 
-en-hide head.its that boa.constrictor 
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(2) Unfocused object 

Lu bemli du yem kuleng bong. They were the ones to buy the large 
they -em-buy it the cwking.pot big cooking pot. 

(3) Location 

sok le 1 bP yem gurui 
ifhhen they S a m v e  Loc that house 

'when they arrive a t  that house (already 
mentioned)' 

K6l me b i  yem benwu mon Ie Sarangani We arrived a t  the country they call 
&arrive we,= rm: that country say they Sarangani Sa'angani. 

(4) Time 

Ni se nmd me bi nim bekasy6n ni This is what we did during thisvaca. 
this EMPH n-do we,E.x LOC this vacation this tion. 

Be yem ha& yo, la deng me mnagi he. That was the year we hadn't started 
LOC that year that NEG PT we,= m-study yet studying yet. 

Examples have also been found of the demonstrative occurring before the location marker: 

La mayukn yem bi le M i  f i s h  yd. It's not far to that (place) of the Father 
NEG m-far.it that LQC they Father Kusin that of &in (and his family). 

Nukr le silo yem bi rehe gunun mdef They picked corn in that place where 
n-pick they corn that m former place.its m-land the plane used to land. 

6wbng. 
airplane 

Dnadu me yem bd rehe gunu Gendulot. We plowed that area where Gendulorls 
-n-plow We,EX that LQC formerly house Gendulot used be. 

5.2.2.1 Used in 'or phmseslgenitive phrases 

A genitive phrase in English is when two nouns are linked with an 'of as in the phrase 'field of corn'. 
But in Tboli there is no such link between the two nouns that form a genitive phrase. These phrases may 
indicate kinship, possession, or a part-whole relationship. 

(1) Kinship 

ngi Ting 
child Ting 

'child of Ting' 

yehen Mi Dina 'wife of the Father of Dina' 
spouse Father Dina 

(2) Possession 

gunu Ma 
house Father 

'house of (my) Father' 

suk Timi 'knife of (my) Grandfather' 
knife Grandfather 
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but koru 'foot of the tree' 
beginning tree 

h l u  i l  'head of the river' 
head river 

But in situations that are less familiar, where there is a need to be more specitic to be 
understood, demonstratives of the nim set are used along with the nouns in the genitive 
phrase: 

yem md gem libun 
that Father that girl 

yem gund gem fwt miba 
that house that owner -n-ricefield 

'the father of the girl' 

'the house of the owner of the ricefield' 

Hensaki yem md gem libun yem logi. The father of the girl fines the boy. 
h-en-sin that father that girl that boy 

Bnasahem kem luha yem libun. 
-n-give.gift.you,s~ PL old that girl 

You give gifts to the parents of the girl. 

5.2.2.2 Used to introduce a dependent clause functioning as time 

yem deng kgefeten be gunu le 
that PT k-reach.his Loc house their 

'when he reached their house' 

yem hand kegenen du datu ekni 'when he was still the leader in the past' 
that still k-length.of.time.his i t  leader DIR,k-this 

yem igo le lolo mken 
that while they still m-food 

'while they were still eating' 

5.23 The  nim se t  used t o  indicate known information 

Once a participant has been introduced, there is a special form of the demonstrative used when the 
participant is referred to again as known information: nim ... ni 'this one ... this'. This form indicating known 
information is used with focused participants, with location and with time. It is used to keep the elements 
in the story all properly linked together. An example of this can be seen in the following sentences taken 
from a story: 

Deng bul6n mh6n ktiba, gel renngel Ie When it is almost time to make a 
PT month almost k-ricefield always -en-look.at they ricefield, they always look at the stars. 

blotik. 
star 

Nim blolik gel lenngel le ni, sundu yetn blotik These certain stars they always look 
this star always -en-look.at they this NEG that star at, it's not the stars we all always see at 

night. 
gel Ion lekuy kifu. 
always &see We,lN night 
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Limu kwen le ni k m  blolikimiba ni. There are five of them these stars for 
five k-there.is their this PL s ta r  -m-ricefield this making a 

When the participant being referred to is visible to both the speaker and the hearer or is known to 
both, this combination nim ni 'this one' may be used as a substitute for the participant: 

Nim mu nim ni, sok wen hohon Ie The purpose of this one here, if they 
this purpose this this if there.is enemy their have an enemy 

Wen se tau id gem@ du ni kem n i  There are people who don't finish these 
thereh EMPH person NEG g-em-finish it this PL this thin@. 

5 3  The  dini set 

The dini set of demonstrative pronouns substitutes for a certain location: 

Tey maw dini It's very cold here. 
wr8 &cold here 

Ne d&u gunli me rung6 It was there the place where we slept. 
and there place our,= as leep  

There is directional marker e- used with the dini set of demonstrative pronouns. It indicates a direction 
towards the place indicated by the demonstrative: 

M6gbw-i edini. Come here (to me). 
m-go.you,SG DIR,here 

Hwihl edyb lukns Flak 
h-send.1 nIR,there leftover money 

I'II send the leftover money there (to 
YOU). 

This directional marker is used only with the tu 'far distant' of the ni set: 

Bud me mulik etu b i  Moitum. Again we returned there to Maitum. 
again we,= m-return DIR,there LOC Maitum 

5.4 Ways of being more  specific with demonstratives 

Tboli have two ways of adding a further element of specificity to the demonstratives: (1) by repeating 
the final vowel of the ni set and the din; set, and ( 2 )  by using the particles sii and dii with the ni set. 

5.4.1 Repeating t h e  f inal  vowel of t h e  demonstrative 

The final vowel in either the ni set or the dini set may be repeated, making the demonstrative even 
more specific: 

Tey hulung drnodu sofi nii. 
really know.how -m-plow steer this,sP 

Kegenern de dinii? 
k-length.of.time.you,sc QU this,sP 

This here steer really knows how to 
plow. 

How long will you be staying here at 
this place? 

Sndlbku diruu kedeng. 
-n-ask.1 t h e r e p  later 

I'II ask about i t  later there at that place. 



38 A Pedagogical Grammar of 'Iboli 

5.4.2 Using sii and dii particles 

The sii and dii particles are used with the ni set of demonstratives. Their function is to add a strong 
degree of specificity or exactness: 

Ni siiyem filok 
this SP that money 

Y6 sii. 

that SP 

Ni sii kburen. 
This SP k-beghits 

Olohem hmung do RC dii. 
just.you,SG h-accompany me that SP 

Yb dii n6ybu. 
that SP n-want.1 

This right here is the money. 

That is exactly right. 

This is how this one begins. 

Just let that one right there go with me. 

That's the very one I want. 

6. Noun phrases 

A noun phrase is a noun plus a particle or a modifier or a combination of these. The particle is the 
nonfocus particle ke used with personal nouns, the only particle used in the 7boli focus system. The 
modifier may be a possessive pronoun, an adjective, a demonstrative or a verbal clause. 

6.1 Personal  nouns  with the  nonfocus particle ke 

A noun phrase is formed whenever the nonfocus particle ke occurs with a personal noun. This particle 
signals that the personal noun is not the participant in focus in the sentence: 

Munge ke We? Tins elem bulul. I'm going with Friend Ting into the 
m-accompany.1 NF Friend Ting DIR,in mountain mountains. 

Hwite~n do ke Alun suk udiu. 
h-send.you,s~ me NF Alun knife littlemy 

Wen se tulbnu ke Ma. 
thereis EMPH Btell.1 NF Father 

Fen mfas lefcj ke Lewadin. 
ID m-cut.grass coconut NF Lewadin 

6.2 Nouns with a modifier 

Send my little knife to me with Alun 

There is indeed something I'm going to 
tell Father. 

As for Lewadin, he is the one to cut 
grass under the coconuts. 

There are several classes of modifiers that may occur with a noun to form a noun phrase. It may be 
another noun or pronoun functioning as a possessive or it may be an adjective, a demonstrative or a 
verbal clause. 
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62.1 Nouns modified by a possessive 

A noun phrase is formed whenever a noun is modified by a possessive. The possessive may be either 
a noun or a pronoun. It may occur after the noun it modifies or before it. 

There are two sets of possessive pronouns: the -u set (see sec. 4.2.1) which occurs after the noun and 
is the most frequently used, and the dou set (see sec. 422) which occurs before the noun. In this position, 
there is an implied contrast with someone or something else for clarification: 

Yb kmken 
that horsehis 

That's his horse. 

Kun kudd yb. That horse is his (not someone else's). 
his horse that 

If a personal name is used as a possessive following the noun, it is unmarked. But if it occurs before 
the noun, the nonfocus particle ke is used with it: 

Yb kllda W& 
that horse Walan 

Ke Walan yem kudi yb. 
N F  Walan that horse that 

That's Walan's horse. 

It's Walan (who owns) that horse (not 
someone else). 

62.2 Nouns modified by a n  adjective 

A noun phrase is formed whenever a noun is modified by an adjective. Certain adjectives occur before 
the noun they modify, others occur after it, and still others may occur either before or after the noun they 
modify (see sec. 3.1.3). 

6.2.2.1 Noun phrase with the adjective preceding the noun 

Kel tau se benlay le fonok It was to each person they gave land. 
each person EMPH -en-give they land 

N~uken Iehe kirnu tbbbngen ke Fining. He was collecting the former property 
n-collect.he former properly 6help.he NF Fining he had used to help Fining. 

Sbn usoken ne dri fagak 

only rice.grain.it now left left.behind 
Only the rice grains are now left behind. 

6.2.2.2 Noun phrase with the adjective after the noun 

Wen kc? bud durnu ion mahil? Is there another easy path? 
there.is QU again another path m-easy 

Nofok le kern koyu lembang. 

n-chop.down they PL tree large 
They chopped down the large trees. 

6.2.23 Noun phrase where the same adjective may occur either before o r  after the noun 

Deng lotni hwitu se eginu gnn sulalu. I recently sent my first letter. 
PT recent h-send.1 EMPII DIR,early first lettermy 
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rehe benwu g ~ h e n  Ian 
former country before.it it.is.said 

Wen k6 bud dwnu inn mahil? 
there.is QU again another path m-easy 

'it is said (that) in the former country 
from beforelin the past' 

Is there another path that's easy? 

N a y e n  yem tau dumuhen nbok le bi He visited that person who was his rela- 
n-visithe that person companion.his n-open they LOC tive whom they had operat* On in 

Dadiangas. 
Dadiangas. 
Dadiangas 

6.2.2.4 Number of adjectives in a sequence 

Usually only one adjective occurs folIowing a noun (see sec. 3.1.4). Two may occur, but this is not 
coIlllnon: 

Wen bew logi kern&. There is a strong, male carabao. 
there.is carabao male -em-strong 

A more natural combination is to have one adjective from the class of adjectives that occurs before 
the noun used to modify a noun phrase: 

Wen bud dumu lan mahil. 
thereis again another path m-easy 

Wen &he tutu1 gnahen kun. 
there.is former story beforeit him 

There is another path that is easier. 

According to him, there is a former 
story from the past. 

Deng smakod silau bP rehe sitnbahan gnu. My corn is already tasseled (that was 
PT -m-tassel cornmy LOC former church before planted where) the former church 

stood in the past. 

6.23 Nouns modified by a plural marker 

A noun phrase is formed whenever a noun occurs with a plural marker. There are two plural markers 
in Tboli, kem (see sec. 2.1.1) used with common nouns, and le (see sec. 2.1.2) used with personal names. 

6.23.1 Kern used with common nouns 

Ton me kern kafal b2 kilil tnohin. We saw the ships at the edge of the 
&see we, uc PL ship LOC edge ocean ocean. 

Nogor me kem kahun me. 
n-hold.on.to we,= PL box our, EX 

Kern kuleng le, goru nwir le. 
PL cooking.pot their all n-bring they 

Ti, nikir le o kern kudi. 
about-to n-bite they me PL horse 

We held on to our boxes. 

Their cooking pots, they brought them 
all along with them. 

The horses were about to bite me. 
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6.23.2 Le used with personal names 

Kbl me bP k Timi Ug. 

B a m v e  w e w  LOC they Grandfather K k  

M@bw le em bP k a. 
m-go they ~IR,there they Grandmother 

Deng k m w n  se miba le Ma ne 
PT k-do.it EMPH -n-ricefield they Father and 

B6? 
Grandmother 

We arrived at (the place of) Grand- 
father U g  and his household. 

They went there to (the place of) 
Grandmother and her household. 

How is the ricefield of Father and 
Grandmother? 

Often this noun phrase with the plural marker le occurs following the nonfocused pronoun kul 'them' 
functioning as  goal in order to identify who it is the pronoun refers to: 

Ne munge kul k Wi Walan. And I accompanied Friend Wulan and 
and m-accompany.1 them they Friend Walan the others. 

Ne nu me nu smlbn kul k Ma yem kifu. And first we talked with Father and his 
and first we,= f i s t  s-tell them they Father that night that night. 

M6 kul k Timi  Ukol se? How is Short Grandfather and his 
@do them they Grandfather Short EMPH household doing? 

Another variation of this noun phrase is when specific numbers of people involved are indicated, and 
when the speaker includes himself by using the pronoun me 'we,=': 

Tey sidek kbitil me lewu me Alun. Ahn and I were very hungry 
I N T  bad k-hungry our,EX two US,EX Alun 

M@bw le elem Buling lewu le ~uha login. She and her husband went to (the area 
m-go they DIR,in Buling two them old male.her of) Buling. 

Kern10 me bi uliba Lewadin flu Lewadin, his wife and I weeded in his 
-em-weeding.tool We,EX LoC -n-ricefield Lewadin three ricefield. 

me Lewadin yehenen. 
US,EX Lewadin wife.his 

6.2.4 Nouns modified by a demonstrative 

6.2.4.1 With a ni set  demonstrative 

A noun phrase is formed when a noun occurs with a demonstrative from the ni set (see sec. 5.1). This 
demonstrative usually occurs following the noun, but i t  may also occur preceding it: 

(1) Following the noun 

Mdbhe b i  benwu ni dou. I'm leaving this country as for me. 
m-leave.1 LOC country this mc 

Angar mellasik ngu kuda ni. 
FT me-quick child horse this 

This little colt is going to be a fast 
(runner). 
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Hensideken b u h u  tau lu. 

hen-bad.he k-person.my person that 

Ken te ne ken y6 koni 
&food we,Du now food that just.now 

That person disgraced me. 

Let's you and I eat that food now that 
we just got. 

(2) Preceding the noun 

Ld hbayaden du kbm turn Enaz He won't make you pay for that proper- 
NEG h-pay.he it you,SG that possessions tY. 

M6y6n tejlok ne ni udilu e b i k .  These words of mine to you are about 
almost stop now this word.my DIRJREP,YOU,SG to stop. 

Ne yb hk gunuhu temngbn du yem md And it was from that book I learned 
and that book place.1 -em-know it that PREP the truth. 

(3) Both preceding and following the noun for specificity 

Nmd le mambang ni ubi ni. They will make bread from this sweet 
n-make they bread this sweet.potato this potato here. 

Ni kenufaw ni eginu, h n l o  me. Earlier today we weeded. 
this -em-day this D~R,early -em-weeding.tool we,= 

Ok6m laen du kimuhen y6 ky6nen y6. But when he was sitting there, he had 
but NEG,it left property.his that k-sit.his that no property left. 

Sbn kfonu du tu ngau lu, nbuten When I last saw that child of mine, he 
only k-seemy him that childmy there n-begin.he beginning leave 

hornelstray. 
htabag ne. 
h-leave.home now 

This ni set of demonstratives also occurs with the plural marker kem, i.e., ni kern 'these' 
It occurs with or without a ni set demonstrative following the noun: 

Gel tbb doun le ni kem koyu ni. The leaves of these trees always drop 
always 0-drop.off leaf their this PL tree this off. 

Du gna rnung b i  y6 kem dumu tau. He was the first to accompany those 
he first m-accompany LOC that PL other person people. 

Yoke t6d6 blay ie bP lu kem dumu tau. Good if they would just give it  to those 
good.if just &give they LOC that PL other person people. 
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6.2.4.2 Nouns with a nim set demonstrative 

When it is necessary to refer back specifically to something already introduced in the immediate 
context, a demonstrative from the nim set is always used preceding the noun, with the equivalent 
demonstrative from the ni set following the noun, i.e., nim...ni: 

n n g b  me b61Z le yem k$u yb. We slept with them that night (already 
Bsleep we,EX PREP them that night that mentioned). 

Denge hulung mogot du nim m f i g  n i  I h o w  how to hold/shoot this gun (al- 
PTJ Bhow.how m-hold it this gun this ready mentioned). 

Wen 6kn tum was tu, ne tey That wild palm tree (already men- 
thereis water.its that wild.palm there and INT tioned) has a liquid, and it's very sweet. 

m i  
sweet 

6.25 Nouns modified by a verbal clause 

A noun phrase modified by a verbal clause forms another type of noun phrase (indicated in bold print). 
The verbal clause (underlined in the examples) is a complete statement in itself, with a verb and an actor 
with or without other participants such as goal, object, location, etc. (Verbal clauses will be considered 
in sec. 8.) 

Tonu yb kem dohy masa kilil Ian. I saw the wild fruit lying hv the 
Bsee.1 that PL wild.fruit m-lie e d ~ e  path lhe oath. 

Wen bew Ting k-e m i  nmh There is Ting's carabao 
there.is carabao Ting -em-strong #-do n-do &. 

Tey dZ dumu libun m B  &. 
IW many other female m-like m-study 

There are many other women dm 
would like to study. 

Ne gehedemu yem kuda bukay demyol a&. And I remembered that white horse 
and ge-think.1 that horse white -em-drag bamboo that dragged the bamboo. 

Kc51 me be yem guni lulbn vem &u y j  We arrived at the house thxmadml 
Barrive we,EX LOC that house#-tell that person there earlier. 

k>o. 

iust.now 

Ni yem 6w6ng g& t m  &? s*. This is the boat you had t- 
this that boat 0-tell.vou,s~ 1etter.your in vour letter. 

Nruken yem kimu Icibbn~en ke Fininr. He was collecting the property U 
n-collect.he that possessions 8-helphe N F  Fining used to hela Fining. 

Hninigu yem silu me. 
-n-look.at.1 that corn h-plant we,EX 

I looked at the corn that we had 
&ad. 
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Nauyen yem tau dumuhen & & l e g  H e  visited that person who was his 
n-visit.he that person eompanion.his n-open they LOC re'ative thev 0- 

M i o n @  
Dadianeas. 

7. Nonverbal sentences 

Sentences in %ti may be divided into two types: nonverbal, i.e., those sentences that do not use a 
regular verb, and verbal, i.e., those sentences that use a regular verb plus participants such as actor, 
object, goal, etc. Since the nonverbal are easier to learn than the verbal, these will be considered fust. 
All nonverbal sentences consist of two parts there is the topic, which is the person or thing being 

spoken about, and there is the comment, the information given about the topic. The comment is usually 
new information and occurs first in the sentence. 

There are five types of nonverbal sentences in 'Iboli: existential, descriptive, equational, possession and 
location. 

7.1 Existential 

There are words called existentials which indicate the existence or nonexistence of items. In n o l i  the 
existential word is wen 'there idthere exists'. This is considered to be the comment about the topic being 
spoken about. The topic may be either a noun phrase or a verbal clause. In the examples below, comment 
and topic will be separated by a I. 

(1) Existential with a noun 

Wen I desu. 
there.is sickness.my 

Yakem wen du~nuhu. 
goodif,? there.is companion.my 

(2) Existential with a noun phrase 

Wen des yem nga udi 1e. 
there.is sickness that child little thei~ 

Wen ye?" slungan. 
there.is that woodensrunk 

(3) Existential with a verbal clause 

Wen I ke~n tau nu du. 
there.is PL person %to.be it 

Wen ke~n b q a d  nbden he. 
there.is PL payment n-carry.hc yct 

lit., There is my sickness. 
nat., I'm sick. 

lit., Good if there was my companion 
(but there isn't). 
nat., Good if I had a companion (but I 
don't). 

lit, There is the sickness of their 
youngest child. 
nat., Their youngest child is sick. 

lit., There is that wooden trunk. 
nat.. The wooden trunk is there. 

There are people living in it 

There are debts hc is still carrying 

Wen Lhvofa trndbdng du. 
there.is God -m-help he1 

There is God who will help her 
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Wen hnebelen. 
there.is h-n-look.for.he 

Wen bulung nmd Ie. 
thercis medicine n-do they 

Wen I bkiwbn blayen yem ngd. 
t h w r i s  gong 0-give.he that child 

Wen I onuken deng mngd. 
thereis chickenhis PT m-child 

There is something he is looking for. 

There is a medicine they have made. 

There is a gong he gave to the child. 

There is his chicken that has already 
laid eggs. 

7.1.1 Negated with kj 

The existential is negated with Id. The negative with the existential means 'there is no': 

Lci wen [efd benti me. There were no coconuts that we broke 
NEG thereis coconut -en-break.open we,EX open. 

Ld wen sulat gu bilZ ye. 
NEG there.is letter from PREP  you,^^ 

Ld wen I hmd Md do. 
N U :  there.& h-do Father me 

There has been no letter from you. 

There is nothing Father has had me do. 

When the negative laen dd 'there is notnone' is used with the existential, i t  has the meaning that there 
is nothing left at all: 

Laen du h a l q  le. lit., There is none left of their unhulled 
NEG,it left unhulled.rice their rice. 

nat., They have no unhulled rice left. 

Laen du desen yem ngd udi le. lit., There is no sickness of their 
NEG,it left sickness.his that child little their youngest child. 

nat., Their youngest child isn't sick. 

Laen d~ ! dumuhu srul~n. lit., There is no companion of mine to 
NEG,it lefi companion.my s-tell talk with. 

nat., I have no companion to talk with. 

Whenever the pronoun -en 'heishetit' is used with wen, it always means 'it', and the existential has the 
meaning of 'not manyinot much': 

Ld, wen I -en. There isn't much of it. 

NEG there.is it 

Li holen wen ; ken le. 
NEC I N T , ~ ~  there.is food theirs 

They do not have much food 

Li holen wen I tau hriba le. They are not having many people (help 
NEG I N T , ~ ~  there.is person h-ricefield they them) make a ricefield. 
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7.1.2 Optional constituents 

There are two other participants that may occur with a nonverbal dstential: location and time 

(1) With location 

Location may be indicated with either the b2 location marker or a location word. Loca- 
tion always occurs at the end of the sentence: 

Wen I d n a h g  tekuy b4 yem Uddl Dwata There is that which we learn from the 
there.is -n-learn we,IN LOC that Word God Word of God. 

Wen I sidek du bi yem iki kdawu There is something wrong with my 
there.is bad it ~ o c  that sign sun.my watch. 

Wen I d m  b4 kini 
there.is sickness.his ~ o c  hot 

Wen 1 fol nu lahken 
thereis storehouse Bto.be middleits 

Wen I dumu !add. moni. 
thereis companion horse nearby 

There is his sickness from the heat. 

There is a storehouse in the middle (of 
the field). 

There is another horse nearby. 

There is also a location phrase marked by the word gunu 'place'. But it functions in a 
much broader sense than is seen in the examples above. It always occurs with the -u set of 
pronouns functioning as a possessive. The word final glottal stop is dropped when a sin- 
gular pronoun is attached to the word: 

Wen I gunum lala. 
thereis place.your Bdisturb 

Wen I gunuhu &I. 

thereis p1ace.m~ Black 

Wen 1 gun2 le segled. 
thereis place their se-claim 

You are being disturbed 

There is a place where I'm lacking. 

There is something they are both claim- 
inglquarreling over. 

(2) With time 

Time may be either a time word or a word giving a measure of time. If location and 
time both occur in a sentence, time follows location. The modifier d6 'approximately/about' 
often occurs with it: 

Wen I d6 hand s&l mneged Maw. It is still about 9 A.M. 

thereis about still halfway m-climb.a.hil1 sun 

Wen I d6 sbulbn he kun. 
thereis about one.month yet him 

There is about one month yet accord- 
ing to him. 

Wen 1 d6 rnukas limujold. halayen. He is probably more than fifty years 
therc.is about more.than five ten year.his old. 
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Wen I mu gemti sd6 be! ni eginu. There was a person who shot a pig here 
there.is person -em-shoot pig LOC here DIR,ear?y earlier. 

7.2 Descriptive 

In a nonverbal descriptive sentence, the comment describes the person or thing being talked about, i.e., 
the topic. The comment is either an adjective (see sec. 3.1) or a stacive verb (see sec. 8.1). The topic may 
be a noun, a noun substitute or a noun phrase. 

(1) Noun as the topic. 

If a noun is used as the topic, it may be either a regular noun or a derived one: 

Ali mileg Bi. 
Wr m-tired Grandmother 

Tey mn6ng M n w  ni  
INT m-shine sun nwr 

Griudmother is very tired. 

The sun is very bright now. 

All gedlug I yem kebli kem n& W h a  the children bought was too much. 
INT more.than.enough that ke-buy PL child 

It's fi-uiting was very good. 

(2) Noun substitute as the topic 

If a noun substitute is used as the topic, it is either from the focused -e set of personal 
pronouns or from the ni set of demonstratives. 

Mabu I -e. 
m-fat I 

Hyu I y6. 
%good that 

Ali faha nim ni. 
INT &long this this 

(3) Noun phrase as the topic 

Tehe fey d2 I dumu nmd me. 
former INT many companion work our,EX 

Mahil I yem Iujgbw me. 
m-easy that k-go our,Ex 

Deng golu miking ne ; sil2 le. 
P T , ~  all m-dry now corn their 

I'm i3t. 

You i r e  happy. 

That is good. 

This one is very long. 

For-.-rly we had so many other kinds 
of u..rk. 

Our goingltrip was easy. 

Their corn is all dry now 
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Lembut le YZ Udi 
-em-angry PL Mother Little 

Little Mother and her companions are 
angry. 

Ali hulung hm&6 f kem Tboli. Tboli really know how to be hospitable. 
INT Sknow.how -m-welcome PL Tboli 

Tey tnaw f nim d ni. 
INT Scold  this water this 

Tahu yem ud&n 
true that wordhis 

This water (already mentioned) is very 
cold. 

His words are true. 

(4) Topic-comment ordering 

When the topic needs to be contrasted with another person or thing for clarification, 
then the topic occurs before the comment: 

B.5 : yem ali miteg. It is Grandmother who is really tired. 
Grandmother that INT m-tired 

Yem b u h g  tnaw I ali hiit. It is malaria medicine that is so bitter. 

that medicine cold IKT bitter 

If a pronoun is used as a contrasted topic, it is from the focused ou set: 

Ou se I mabli. I'm the one who is fat. 
I EMPH m-fat 

Du I yem ali mireg. 
she that INT m-tired 

She is the one that is so tired 

7.2.1 Negated with la 

A nonverbal descriptive sentence may be negated by id. This sentence ordinarily takes the focused -e 
set of pronouns as actor. When the pronoun 'helshelit' is needed as actor or experiencer, the pronoun 
-en 'helshelit' from the nonfocused -u set is used instead: 

Lri hyu -hen 

NEG good it 

Lri ker I -en. 
NEG complete it 

I.2 menek I -en b e n w u  Tboli. 
NEG m-settle it k-country Tboli 

Lri tahu I kriba le du he. 
NEG true k-ricefield their it yet 

It's not good 

It's not complete. 

The Tboli way of living is not settled 

lit., Their clearing for a ricefield is not 
true yet. 
nat., They are not actually clearing for 
a ricelield yct. 

When a modifier is used before the descriptive word or phrase, the modifier attracts the pronoun actor 
to itself: 
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Ld h o h  I hulung. 
NEG m , s h e  &know.h~w 

h o h  likd lorn. 
m m,she  Bafraid her 

She doesn't really know how. 

She's not really afraid as for her. 

Ld h o h  hyu kegndmu du kemdaw n i  lit., It is not very good how I feel today. 
NEG INT,it good k-feel.my it -em-day this nat., I'm not feeling very good today. 

Ld dogen I tahd sulntlr e b i l i m .  
m m , i t  long 1etter.m~ DIR,PREP,you 

My letter to you is not very long, 

7.2.2 Optional constituents 

There are three optional participants that may occur with a nonverbal descriptive sentence: location, 
goal and time. 

7.2.2.1 Location 

Location may be indicated either with the bk location marker or a location word. A demonstrative from 
the ni set may substitute for a place: 

Tey ali bong kul6n I nim bul6n ni bi ldomnng There is so much rain this month all 

WT INT big rain this month this LOC k-wide over Cotabato (province). 

CotabaIa. 
Cotabato 

T & f 6  menek I lem gunk 
just m-quiet inside house 

It is just quiet in the house. 

Mgel I yem n1n6 me & ni koni. It was difficult work that we did here 
m-difficult that n-do our,= LOC here just.now just now. 

7.2.2.2 Goal 

Goal is indicated by a pronoun from the -u set occurring with the preposition bile?. This preposition 
has a wide area of meaning. In English it  would be expressed by to, for, with, among, from, etc.: 

Tilob ktolok me le. 
beautiful k-teach Our,EX PROP them 

Ali kbeyen I Seilan b i u .  
INT k-settlein Satan PRW,me 

Tey hyu I nawa le ebiE me. 
INT good breath their DIR,PREP US,EX 

7.2.2.3 Time 

Our teaching them was beautiful. 

Satan had completely settled in with me. 

Their attitude towards us was very good. 

Time may be a time word, a word giving a measure of time or a demonstrative from the ni set 
substituting for time: 
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Mahil yem kdg6w me ekimeL Our going was easy early yesterday 
m-easy that k-go w e s  o~~,early.afternoon afternoon. 

Deng tey bong I ngi nati ni h c e n  d The little colt is already very big at 

PT INT big child colt this k-do.it this this time. 

Teyhnagi I me ebuleng. 
INT k-study 0ur.F.X olR,24.hour.period 

We really studied last night. 

73 Equational 

In a nonverbal equational sentence, the comment and the topic refer to the same thing, i.e., they 
'equate' one another. Since they are in balance, a noun phrase may be used as either the topic or the 
comment, with or without a demonstrative from the ni set or the nim set. The ni set demonstrative may 
also occur alone: 

Ma Imi I bolqen. His name is the Father of Imi. 

Father Imi name.his 

Sdnen I n i  
only.it this 

Yd bunguhen. 
that fruit.its 

This is all there is, 

That's its fruit. 

Yd se ; botong ldud yem bulungen. That is the extent of the effectiveness of 
that EMPH extent k-effective that medicine.his his medicine. 

Sdn gel h m u  me yem sa!d halay. Our blanket was always only a rice sack. 
only always blanket  our,^^ that sack rice 

Sdn udil le I nuhul. 
only word their whistle 

Their only words are whistles. 

Boluy nim nmoen ni I bulung bolos. The name of what he is doing is 
name this n-work.his this medicine fox medicine for the fox. 

Yern dou nit ; yem sowu. 
that my n-bring that python 

Ne yd des yem tau, I bokong 
and that sickness that person deaf 

What I brought was the python. 

And the sickness of the person is deaf- 
ness. 
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(1) Time as comment 

A time word may occur as comment along with a derived noun functioning as topic: 

His arrival was early yesterday alter- 
noon. 

Legen udi I yem tendo hni Mi. Father's continual praying went on for 
long.time little that continue k-pray Father quite a long time. 

Ki fu  I kebeng le. 
night k-bury their 

It was a t  night their burying him. 

73.1 Topic-comment ordering 

If it is necessary to contrast the noun used as topic with another noun for clarif~cation, the topic would 
then occur before the comment: 

Yem luha libun y6, ! Yt! Genew. 
that old woman that Mother Genew 

Ou I gnu tau. 
I first person 

That old woman is the Mother of 
Genew. 

I am the fust person. 

Du se yem nga ali bong tbbbngem du. She is the child you helped a great deal. 
she EMPH that child INT big Bhe lp .you ,~~  her 

73.2 Negated with sundulsindu 

The nonverbal equational sentence may be negated by sundulsindu 'it's not'. The pronoun du 'it' always 
occurs along with sundu following whatever is being negated: 

Sundu Mb Imi du I boluyen. 
NEG Father Imi it name.his 

His name is not Father of Imi 

Sundu Yi Genew du yem tuho libun yd. That old woman is not Mother of 
NEG Mother Genew it that old woman that Genew. 

Sundu yd du ) bunguhen. 
NEG that it fruit.its 

Sundu sowu du yern dou nit. 
KEG python it that my n-bring 

That is not its fruit. 

It was not the python that I brought. 

Sundu bulung bolos du I yeln n~noen yd. It is not medicine for a fox that he is 

NEG medicine fox it that n-do.he there making there. 

7.4 Possession 

In the nonverbal sentences indicating possession, the comment is the possessor and the topic is the 
possessed item. The comment may be either a noun or a pronoun. If the comment is a noun, i t  is marked 
by the nonfocus particle ke. If it is a pronoun, it  is a nonfocused pronoun from the dou set functioning 
as a possessive. 
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The topic may be either a noun phrase or a demonstrative from the ni set substituting for it: 

Ke Ting I sewel y6. Those trousers belong to Ting. 
NF Ting trousers that 

Ke Abing funen ke wen soging huluhen. Abing is the owner if there are bananas 
NF Abing owner if thereis bananas Bplant.he he plants. 

Kun I yem laund Tboli y6. 
his that blanket Tboli that 

Dou ni. 
mine this 

It's his that Tboli blanket there. 

This is mine. 

There is a preposition md 'for' which functions as indicating purpose. It may occur before the noun 
or pronoun used as possessor to indicate potential ownership: 

Mh ke Ting I sewel y6. Those trousers are for Ting. 
PREp NF Ting trousers that 

M6 yem ngd wen desen I nim bulung This medicine (already mentioned) is 
PREP that child there.is sickness.her this medicine for the chi'd is sick. 

ni. 
this 

M kom I yem lieg yb. 
P ~ P  ~OU,SC that necklace that 

That necklace (already mentioned) is 
for you. 

7.4.1 Topic-comment ordering 

If i t  is necessary to contrast the noun used as topic with another noun for clarification, the topic may 
occur before the comment: 

Yem bew logi I md ke Kasi. 
that carabao male PREP NF Kasi 

Yem lieg ni I ke Yê  Bong. 
that necklace this NF Mother Big 

T q  sidek kkowen I ke Umik kun 
INT bad k-cough.her NF Umek her 

Sbn yem ; ke Alun klot. 
only that N F  Alun tight 

It's the male carabao that is for Kasi. 

This is the necklace for Big Mother 

It is a very bad cough that Umek has 
as for hcr. 

It is only the one for Alun that is tight. 

7.4.2 Negated with id 

A nonverbal sentence indicating possession may be negated by la. The negative requires that the 
pronoun du 'helshelit' occurs after the possessor: 

Li ke Ting du ; yem sewel yd. 
KEG N P  Ting it that trousers that 

That pair of trousers (already mcn- 
tioned) is not for Ting. 
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Ld dou du ; nim Iieg n i  
Nm; mine it this necklace this 

Ld ke Kasi du yem bou [ogi. 
NEG NF Kasi it that carabao male 

This neckIace (already mentioned) is 
not mine. 

That male carabao is not for Kasi. 

7 5  Location 

In a nonverbal sentence indicating location, the comment is either the place of the action or the 
person/place toward which the action is directed. It may be the specific name of a person or place 
occurring with the location particle b2, a noun phrase with or without one of the location words (see sec. 
102.2) or a noun substitute. 

The topic is always marked by the word gund 'place'. Only two classes of verbs are used following 
p d :  a stative verb signalling an EFS (see sec. 8.1) or a verb with the me- afflx signalling actor focus (see 
sec. 82). 

The word gund 'place' always occurs with a possessive, either a noun or a pronoun. It can also occur 
with a pronoun from the -u set. If the singular pronoun is used, the word final glottal is dropped since 
the pronoun is attached to the word. 

(1) Noun as location 

B2 Ting ; gunuhen mil du. 
tot Ting place.his m-bring it 

He brought it to Ting. 

B2 Bongu ; gun2 le ston ekimel. It was at Bongn where they saw each 
uxl Bongu place their s-see DIR,early.afternoon other early yesterday afternoon. 

(2) Noun phrase as location 

B2 guni M i  gunu Kasi mton ke Gadu. It was at Father's house where Kasi 
ux: house Father place Kasi m-saw NF Gadu saw Gadu. 

Lem kahun I gunuhen nli. 
inside box place.its 6to.be 

It's inside the box. 

Ta ofi som gunu le un6w6ng du. One place they hang it is above the lire. 
above lire one place their -m-hang it 

Tey dê  tinda I gunun emit do. He brought me to very many stores. 
INT many store place.his DlR,m-bring me 

TIu benwu ; gunun embgbw sok wen There are three countries where a 
three country place.his DIR,m-go when there.& may go when he dies. 

malay b; 7boli. 
m-die LOC Tboli 

(3) Personal pronoun as a substitute for location 

If a personal pronoun substitutes for the person functioning as location, either a pronoun 
from the nonfocused -u set occurs with the preposition be12 or a pronoun from the focused 
ou set occurs as the comment: 
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Du nc p u h u  mni 
he now placemy m-ask 

E E u  : gunuhen emeted du. 
PREP,me place.her  deliver it 

He's now the one to whom I pray. 

She delivered it to me. 

(4) Demonstrative pronoun as a substitute for location 

If a demonstrative pronoun substitutes for the location, a demonstrative from the ni set is 
used with or without the location marker b e  

6 som but ; gwr3 le I 2 Tboli That's one reason why 'Iboli are needy. 
that one beginning place their lack LOC 'Iboli 

Ni se ; gunu me nu. 
This E M P ~  place our,M Bto.be 

This is where we live. 

Ne y6 ! angat gunuhu miba kedeng. And there is where I will make a 
and there rn p1ace.m~ -m-ricefield later ricefield later on. 

& y6 l gwu i l e  temngbn du ke That is their way to know whether it 
Loc that  place bold their -em-know it if will rain or whether the sun will shine. 

angat kmulbn dun mndng Maw. 
rr -m-rain or m-shine sun 

75.1 Negated by Inen du 

A nonverbal sentence indicating location is negated by laen d2 'there is nolnone': 

Laen du ; gunu me hemwit du. 
NEG,it left place our,EX h-em-send it 

There is no one with whom we can 
send it. 

Laen du [ gunu me mton du dini yem [an yo. There is no place here where we can 
NEG,it left place  our,^^ m-see it here that path there See that path 

Laen du : gunuhen egefet hendemu. I'm not able to reach any decision 
NEG,it left place.its DIR,reach -en-1hought.m~ 

Laen du : gunuhu mung. 
NEG,it left p1ace.m~ m-go.along 

Loen dri : gunuw lungun nawa. 
NEG,it left p1ace.m~ worry breath 

75.2 Optional  constituents 

There is no one with whom I can go. 

There is nothing that I'm worried about. 

Time may occur in a nonverbal sentence indicating location. It always occurs at the end of the sentence: 

Bi lemisa ; gunu Tunyu hems; du eginu. It was on the table where Tunyu put i t  
LOC table place Tunyu hem-put it DIR,early earlier. 
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B2 ni i gwui le ston koni 

LOC here place their s-see just.now 
Here is where they saw each other just 
now. 

8. Verbal sentences: focus system 

There is a certain distinctive feature of Philippine languages that English does not have, and this feature 
is the main reason for the difficulty English speakers have in learning to speak a Philippine language 
correctly. It is called the 'focus system', the system which shows the relationship between the verb and 
the other participants in the sentence. 

In most Philippine languages the participants may be a person, thing, place or time; it may be a single 
word or a phrase. For example, in the English sentence 'Yesterday the father gave his son a gong', the 
words 'yesterday, father, son' and 'gong' are the participants in the action of giving. In most Philippine 
languages, this relationship between the verb and the participants is a grammatical one signalled by a 
particle which indicates which participant in the sentence is in focus, i.e., which participant is the most 
prominent in the sentence. The affix on the verb designates the role (actor, object, etc.) the focused 
participant plays in the sentence. 

Tboli does not have these focus marking particles, so the focus system is signalled mainly by the affix 
used on the verb. What further complicates learning the system in Tboli, however, is that many of the 
verbs are used without an affix. The unaffixed verbs and the participants not marked by any particle results 
in problems for anyone trying to learn Tboli until a very important fact is realized: word order in Tboli 
is fixed. So it may be said that the participants in a Tboli sentence are marked, not by overt particles, but 
by word order. This order is verb, actor, object. If a goal is added, the fixed order is verb, actor, goal and 
object. If an instrument is added, the fixed order is verb, actor, object and instrument. Location and time 
may occur at the end of any of the sentences. 

There are five sentence types in Tboli based on the five different participants which can be signalled 
by the verb as being in focus: experiencer focus, actor focus, object focus, goal focus and instrument focus. 
These five may be divided into hvo groups based on their strong similarities: EFs and AFS make up one 
group; object, goal and instrument make up the second. Of these five sentence types, the actor focus and 
the object focus are by far the most frequently used. 

The focused participant may be shifted to the position immediately preceding the verb. So a test to 
determine whether or not a certain participant is in focus is to see if i t  can occur in this preverb position. 
If it can without changing anything else in the sentence, i t  is the focused participant. If it cannot, i t  is 
not: 

Blay le do solu kuda. They gave me one horse. 
Bgive they me one horse 

Sotu kuda blay le do. 
one horse Bgive they me 

It was one horse they gave me 

There can be only one participant in focus in the sentence. Time and place are also participants in a 
sentence, but in Tboli these are never signalled by an affix on the verb. 

Throughout this material, the term 'sentence' is used to mean simply a verb plus one or more of the 
basic participants: actor, object, goal or instrument. 

8.1 Experiencer focus sentence (EFS) 

The experiencer in Tboli is the one who experiences a certain state or condition. It always occurs 
immediately following the verb. The verb used in an EFS is a stative verb, describing the state or condition 
of the expcrienccr. In Tboli there is a wider range of words used as statives than is found i n  English. 
Verbs like 'sleep, bathe, lie down, rest, slip, fall', etc. are all included in this class. 
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Most of the stative verbs in a sentence where the experiencer is in focus will either have an affix from 
the ne- set (ne-, n-, -en- and -n-) or no affix at all. Only a few verbs will use an affix from the me- set 
(me-, m-, -em- and -m-). The affix signals that the role of the focused participant is experiencer. Examples 
of stative verbs plus the affixes used with them are given in the examples below: 

I'm embarrassed. 

I'm perspiring. 

I have already let my beard grow. 

He has a boil, 

Kinii You are hot. 
0-hot.you,sc 

The only participant that is essential in an EFS is the experiencer, but goal, location and time may also 
occur. 

8.1.1 Grammatical forms of experiencer 

The experiencer may be a noun, a noun phrase or a pronoun. 

(1) Noun as experiencer 

A noun functioning as an experiencer may be either a common noun or a proper noun. 
It occurs immediately following the verb, as illustrated in the following examples: 

Deng mat2 MantiL 
PT m-win Mantil 

Tungb Ngi  Bun. 
@sleep Ngi Bun 

Dinunuk t?L 
-m-flood river 

T a b  sul kuMn. 
immediate %arrive rain 

Tey ninger kwangu. 
INT n-perspire backmy 

Msur llungac. 
m-arrive grasshopper 

(2) Noun phrase as experiencer 

MunIil won. 

Ngi Bun is sleeping. 

The river is flooded. 

The rain came immediately. 

My back is really perspiring 

The grasshoppers arrived. 

All four types of noun phrases (see sec. 6) may occur as an experiencer: (1) noun + pos- 
sessive; (2) noun + plural markcrs; (3) noun + adjective; (4) noun + dcmonstrative: 
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Deng kbl din, kern d u r n  WOK M y  other coconuts have already arrived 
PT Bamve  there PL other coconut.my there. 

Tebel le Ting. 
5stay.behind PL Tiug 

Nd bh Milen ng4 bwbng. 

Bto.be LOC edgeits child boat 

Tey hnali nim ohu ni. 
INT -n-wound this dog this 

Ting and his companions stayed behind. 

The little boat is by the shore (of the 
lake). 

This dog (already mentioned) is badly 
wounded. 

Tey ningef yern krdd: fig. That horse of my brother-in-law is real- 
INT n-perspire that horse brother.in.law ly perspiring. 

In a longer sentence when other participants are involved, the noun phrase realizing the 
experiencer always occurs at the end of the sentence. However, a pronoun representing it oc- 
curs in the regular position for experiencer, which is following the verb: 

Hlilil le b2 see1 kern ngci The children are lying on the floor. 
Blie.down they LoC floor PL child 

Kc51 le bgli me kern lau dmadu. The men who are to plow have arrived 
Barrive they PREP us,EX PL person -m-plow to us. 

Using a pronoun in the regular experiencer position along with the noun phrase at the 
end of the sentence (as in the examples above) seems to be the preferred choice for many 
speakers. It often happens even when the experiencer is the only participant: 

Bitil le ni kern n&. 
Bhungry they this PL child 

Hligal le kern lau mehek. 
Bhappy they PL person m-plant.rice 

These children are hungry. 

The people who plant rice are happy. 

(3) Pronoun as experiencer 

Normally verbs with an a f f i  from the ne- set or verbs with no affix at all use a pronoun 
from the nonfocused -u set for an actor. But with an EFS, the pronoun used for the experien- 
cer is from the focused -e set. The use of this focused pronoun set for experiencer is the fea- 
ture that distinguishes stative verbs from other verbs with the same affixation: 

(a) Stative verbs 

Ningere. I'm perspiring. 
n-perspire.1 

Tungbi ne. 
8-sleep.you,sc now 

(b) Nonstative verbs 

You go to sleep now. 

Nwirem rwolihe~n. You bring your younger sibling with you. 
n-bring.you,sc younger.sibling.your,sc 
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Tonu lu koni 
Ssee.1 them just.now 

I saw them just now. 

There are several classes of adverbs occurring before the stative verb (see sec. 3.2.1) 
that always attract the -e set of pronouns used as experiencer: 

Gear k 1s kem dumu tau. All the other people were afraid. 
all they &afraid PL companion person 

Elerc tbdd arng6 dim kedeng. I'll just plan ahead of time to sleep 
beforehand.1 just &sleep there by.and.by there. 

Deng k MI )6 kem lebeng. Those who buried (him) have already 
F-T they Barrive that PL &bury arrived. 

There is another class of adverbs occurring before the verb (see sec. 32.1) which 
also attract the experiencer pronoun to themselves, but with these adverbs, the focused 
-e set is replaced with the nonfocused -u set: 

S d m  hligal d m w n  ke Dwata. He is always happy to praise God. 
always.he Bhappy -m-praise NF God 

Tey lelu lehen. 
INT still.1 Bthin 

I'm still very thin. 

There are certain sentence conjunctions which do the same, attracting the pronoun 
experiencer, then changing it from the focused -e set to the nonfocused -u set: 

I$ me sem bihl, i$ me While we were so hungry, at the same 
while We,= EMPH %hungry while we,EX time we just hurried. 

rc26 hefldng. 
just hurry 

Timbow me brik bP yd., omin me When we woke up at that place, then 
when we,Ex Bget.up LOC there then we,EX We again started Out. 

bud lent&. 
again left 

Ominu hlilil. 
then.1 5lie.down 

Then I lay down 

Ominen hlds ebP guni rnnagi. Then he proceeded to the school. 
then.he Bproceed DIR,LOC house m-study 

Sendaw me n i  bP yd. 
s-en-day we,= 5to.be LOC there 

One day we stayed there. 

SuEk l i tehe gu dini le Once Fining and the others came here. 
s-return they former &from here PL 

Fining. 
Fining 
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(4) Position of experiencer for contrast 

Whenever an implied contrast with another person or thing is needed for clarification, the 
experiencer is shifted from its normal position following the verb to the position immediately 
preceding the verb. In this position the pronoun used as experiencer is from the focused ou 
set. The emphasis particle se may or may not occur following the experiencer: 

Manlil se mahi. 
Mantil EMPH m-win 

Ou se btang koni 
I EMPB BfaU just.now 

Du to10 m n g .  
helshelit still as leep 

M d  was the one who won. 

I'm the one who fell just now. 

Helshelit is the one still sleeping. 

(5) Position of experiencer for emphasis 

Emphasis may be given to the experiencer used in its regular position following the verb 
by reiterating it at the end of the sentence. This is done by using either a pronoun from the 
nonfocused dou set or by using a proper name. The emphasis particle se may or may not 
occur just before the reiterated experiencer: 

Mabi se Aun 
m-fat-8 EMPH him 

Tnawe dou. 
Bcold.1 me 

He is fat as for him. 

I'm cold as for me. 

You are thin as for you 

Because the reiteration is a nonfocused function, the nonfocus particle ke always occurs 
with the proper name: 

Fen gna eb2 gunu ke Lewadin. As for Lewadin, he was the first one to 
ID Bahead DIR,Loc house NF Lewadin the house. 

Dalang se ke Alun, li!&. 
same EMPH NF Alun @afraid@ 

It was the same with A h ,  he was 
afraid. 

When a plural experiencer is emphasized, and it  is necessary to clarify the ones being 
spoken about by naming the individual, the plural particle le occurs with the person's name 
following the nonfocused pronoun used for an emphasizer. In the following example the 
pronoun h1 'them' for emphasis is repeated twice: 

Hlos Ic kul le Ahn kul. 
!&proceed they them PL Alun them 

A h  and the others proceeded as for 
them. 

8.1.2 Participants tha t  a r e  optional 

There are three participants in an EFS that are optional as nonfocused participants: goal, location and 
time. 
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(1) Nonfocused goal 

The goal is the one to whom the action is directed. It always occurs immediately follow- 
ing the experiencer in a sentence. It may be either a personal noun or a pronoun. If a per- 
sonal noun occurs as goal, the location particle bi always occurs with it: 

Kble M Ma. I arrived auto (the place of) Father. 
5amve.I LOC Father 

Gefet me M Libun Bong. 
&reach w e w  LOC woman big 

Tung& M Mrs. Batgas. 
5sleep.I LOC Mrs. Bargas 

Nu me M le Yi Bong. 
5to.be we,= LOC PL Mother Big 

Sidek M Dwata yo. 
&bad-0 LOC God that 

We reached auto (the place of) Big 
Woman. 

I slept at (the place of) Mrs. Eatgas. 

We live at (the place of) Big Mother 
and her companions. 

That is bad to God. 

If a pronoun occurs as goal, it is a pronoun from the -u set, and it always occurs with 
the preposition bi l i .  This preposition has a wide area of meaning. In English it would be ex- 
pressed by 'to, for, with, among, from', etc.: 

Tun@ le EL? me. 
asleep they PREP US,EX 

Ne lawn EEu W2 Walan. 
and %visit-0 PREP,me Friend Walan 

They slept with uslat our house. 

And Friend Walan visited me. 

Slbb b&@u bP gunuhu mken He stopped by to (see) me at the place 
Bstop.by-0 PREP,me LOC place.my m-food where I was eating young coconut. 

Baling lii M k n  ye~n suk yo. 
become taboo-0 PREP,him that knife there 

(2) Location (see sec. 10) 

(3) Time (see sec. 11) 

8.1.3 Display of a n  experiencer focus sentence 

That knife (already mentioned) be- 
comes taboo for him. 

The display of an EFS (Figure 3) summarizes the relative position of the participants and their 
functions. The focused experiencer is the only obligatory participant. It must occur either following the 
verb or preceding it. It is optional whether or not it is reiterated at the end of the sentence for emphasis. 
Goal, location and time are optional participants. 
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Figure 3. Eiperiencer focus sentence 

Verb M i a t i o n  ne-, 0, me- 

0 = unmarked +/- = optional 
- = does not occur -/+ = if not in experiencer position following verb 
+ = obligatory 

Noun 

Pronoun 

8.2 Actor focus sentence (m) 
The actor in n o l i  is the one doing the action. A sentence where the actor is in focus will always have 

a verb with an affix from the me- set, either me-, m-, -em- or -m-. 
An AFS and an EFS are almost identical as far as participants in a sentence are concerned. The only 

difference between the two is that in an AFS a nonfocused object may occur. It cannot in an EFS. 

An experiencer and an actor are identical except that they have different functions. Whereas the 
experiencer is the one who experiences whatever is expressed in the stative verb, the actor is the one 
doing the action expressed in a nonstative verb. Just as the -e set of pronouns is used for experiencer, so 
it is used for actor. Just as the pronoun experiencer is attracted to certain modifiers in preverb position, 
so it is with the pronoun actor. As the experiencer can be placed before the verb for contrast or at the 
end of the sentence for emphasis, so it is with the actor. Just as the goal is an optional participant in EFS, 
so it is in AFS. There is only one new participant to be learned in an AFS, that is the optional nonfocused 
object. 

Examples of the verb af i i t ion which indicate that the focused participant is an actor are given below: 

-1 + 
Experiencer 

(contrast) 

0 
ou 

Mken Linda 
m-food Linda 

Bemlihe sedinas. 
-em-buy.1 sardines 

V 
e 
r 
b 

Ne tmiba Ma. 
and -m-ricefield Father 

Linda is eating 

I bought sardines. 

+ 1- 
Experiencer 
(emphasis) 

ke 

dou 

+ 
Experiencer 

0 - 
4 

And Father made a ricefield. 

8.2.1 Grammatical forms of actor 

+ I- 
Goal 

b2 

hilt + -u 

The actor may be a noun, a noun phrase or a pronoun 

+ I- 
Location, 

Time 

b2/0 
- 

(1) Noun as actor 

A noun functioning as actor may be either a person or an indefinite thing. It is un- 
marked, but its position following the verb determincs its role: 

Deng myehen A h .  

PT m-spouse Alun 

Afun has already married 

Tey mbak ohu. 
INT m-bark dog 

Some dog is really barking. 
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Deng gom matay s i b  
PT all m-die corn.my 

All my corn has died. 

(2) Noun phrase as actor 

A noun phrase functioning as an actor is identical to a noun phrase functioning as an ex- 
perience~. It may be a noun with a possessive, a plural marker, a descriptive or a demonstra- 
tive. 

(a) With the plural markers kern and le 

Mensag kern lo@ 
m-shout PL male 

Mnagi kem dumuhu 
m-study PL companion.my 

Mken le YL? Udi. 
m-food PL Mother Little 

@) With a demonstrative from the nim set 

Bofong mkik nim yehenu. 
to.the.extent m-cry this spouse.my 

Tey mbak yem ohu Min. 
WT m-bark that dog Min 

The men shouted. 

My companions are studying. 

Little Mother and her companions are 
eating. 

My wife felt so badly she cried. 

Mink dog really barks. 

(c) With a descriptive phrase 

Bud mnagi F6g Udi. Little Brother-in-law is studying again. 
again m-study Brother.in.law Little 

Ne mbel [ey l m s  bong. 
and m-come.up INT wind big 

And a very strong wind came up 

The noun phrase as actor always occurs at the end of an AFS whenever either an ob- 
ject or a goal are included. At the same time a pronoun representing the actor also oc- 
curs in the regular position for actor following the verb: 

Smakay le 6w6ng y6 kern ngci. The children rode in the airplane. 
-m-ride they airplane that PL child 

Ma le koyu kem dumu. The others are fetching wood 
m-fetch they wood PL companion 

(3) Pronoun as actor 

When the actor is represented by a pronoun, the focused -e set is used,5 and it  occurs in 
the regular actor position following the verb: 

The only exception to this rule is the word ,mn 'said'. It always takes the noniocused -u set of pronouns for an 
actor. 
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T m m k  le. 
-m-ground they 

They walked. 

Mbele SON lata halay. 
m-look.for.1 one can unhulled.rice. 

M&6w me be Hlilan. 
m-go we- LOC Hlilan 

Ne monu md ke f i n ,  
and m-said.1 PREP NF Alun 

Ne monen md do, 
and m-said.be PREP me 

I'm looking for one can of unhulled rice. 

We are going to Hlilan. 

And I said to AIM, 

And he said to me, 

There are several classes of adverbs occuning before the verb that always attract the -e 
set of pronouns used as actor (see sec. 3.2.1): 

Deng le ma koyu kem dumu. The others already fetched some wood. 
PT they m-fetch wood PL companion 

Tolo le mken le YZ Udi 
still they m-eat PL Mother Little 

M6y6n le muta kem Tboli. 
almost they m-harvest PL Tboli 

T& dmadu dlern. 
would.like.1 -m-plow nearby.below 

Little Mother and her companions are 
still eating. 

'Iboli are almost ready to harvest. 

I would like to plow (in the area) down 
below. 

There are other classes of adverbs occurring before the verb which also attract the actor 
pronoun, but with these modifiers, the focused -e set pronoun is replaced with the non- 
focused -U set: 

S6nmoen lemngel do yem tau bong. That big person was always looking at 
always.he -em-1ook.at me that person big me. 

Obn hmowon kurn yem Bang. 
only.he -m-tease u s , ~ x  that Bang 

Lekn smular bP mekina. 
keep.on.he -m-write Loc machine 

Bang only teased us 

He kept on writing on the typewriter. 

Kef kiw6kn muW1 du tfung halien. He repeatedly kept peeling the scab off 
each repeat.he m-peel it scab sore.his his sore. 

Ke su@kn kemlo, la snukay le du. If he weeds only once, they do not pay 
if s-return.he -em-weed NEG +pay they him him. 

There are certain sentence conjunctions which do the same, attracting the pronoun actor, 
then changin~ it  from the focused -e set to the nonfocused -11 set: 
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OmLuc &mold. yem U boluyen Ring. Then 1 followed the river called Kling. 
then.1 -em-follow that river nameit Kling 

Omin le hemken h m .  
then they h-em-food us,= 

Then they fed us. 

Igou to10 mken yem a@, t&6 While I was still eating young coconut, 
while.1 still m-food that young.coconut just I immediately saw (him) coming from 

below. 
tonu gu bwak 
0-see.1 from lower.area 

Unihen lemHdt, unihen mton du. As soon as he left, immediately he saw 
immediatehe -em-leave immediatehe m-see it it. 

(4) Position of actor for contrast 

As in EFS, whenever a contrast is needed with another person or thing for clarification, 
the actor is shifted from its normal position following the verb to the position immediately 
preceding the verb. In this position the pronoun used as actor is from the focused ou set. 
The emphasis particle se may or may not occur following the actor: 

Lu se tmonok 
they EMPH -m-ground 

D w a  semgyok hy 4 6 .  
God -em-take.care.of  you,^^ there 

They were the ones who walked 

God is the one to take care of all of 
you there. 

Yodon bud ties semgyok ke Obun. Yodan is the one again taking his turn 
Yadan again Bexchange -em-take.care.of NF Dove to lake care of Dove. 

(5) Position of actor for emphasis 

The actor, like the experiencer, is often emphasized by reiterating it at the end of a sen- 
tence. This is done by using either a pronoun from the nonfocused dou set or by using a 
proper name with the nonfocus particle ke. The emphasis particle se may or may not occur 
just before the pronoun: 

Munge dou. 
m-go.along.1 me 

Mung Linda se kun 
m-go.along Linda EMPH her 

Tmondo Ibid se kun. 
-m-deceive-@ Ibid EMPlr him 

Fen mJas 1eJo ke Lewadin. 
ID m-cut.grass coconut NF Lewadin 

I'm going along as for me. 

Linda is going along as for her 

He deceived Ibid as for him. 

As for Lewadin, he cut grass (under) 
the coconut (palms). 

To10 kemgis uniba ke Temi. As for Grandfather, he is still strong to 
still.he -em-strong -m-ricelield NF Grandfather make a ricefield. 
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8.2.2 Participants that  are optional 

There are four other participants that may occur in an AFS as nonfocused participants object, goal, 
location and time. 

8.2.2.1 Nodoeused object 

An object may be either a person or thing disectly involved in the action of the verb, very often 
something is done to it. It always occurs immediately following the actor except when a goal is included 
in the sentence. Then the goal takes the position following the actor, and the object follows the goal. The 
object may be a noun, a noun phrase or a pronoun. 

(1) Noun as nonfocused object 

A noun functioning as an object may be either a person or an i n d e f ~ t e  noun. If the ob- 
ject is a person, the nonfocus particle ke occurs before the person's name: 

Ne omin le tmudri ke Was. 
and then they -m-throw NF Monkey 

Ou tmbbbng ke MQ hUp. 

I -m-help NF Father tomorrow 

And then they threw Monkey out. 

I'll be the one to help Father tomorrow. 

If the noun is a thing, only an indefinite noun is used, and it always implies that only a 
part of the whole of whatever is named is intended. It is unmarked, but its role is deter- 
mined by its position in the sentence? 

Mangayi /art 6L Please fetch some water for us. 
m-fetch.you us.two(polite) water 

Bemli le lemnaw b i  fedyan. 

-em-buy they vegetable LOC market 

Deng le ma koyu kem dumu. 
past they m-get tree PL companion 

(2) Noun phrase as nonfocused object 

(a) With the plural marker kem 

M@& lrn666ng kem dumuw. 

m-want.1 -m-help PL companion.my 

Ou gel mtem y6 kem kloras 
I always m-burn that PL paper 

gel nomaen. 

always n-wasteshe 

They bought some vegetables in the 
market. 

The others fetched some wood. 

I want to help my companions 

I am the one to burn all the paper she 
always wastes. 

(b) With a demonstrative from the nim set 

Todo me sbolu semgyok yem saJi. We just take turns taking care of the 
just we,= 5take.turns -em-carelor that steer Steer. 

In the following three examples, if a verb from the oFs is used with an affu from thc ne- set, it means they will get 
all the water in the spring, all the vegetables in the market and all the wood in the forest, not just some of it. 
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Omin le mtem yem gwui. 
then they m-bum that house 

(c) With a descriptive phrase 

Mulu le gu fusoging. 
m-plant they shoot banana 

And then they bum the house. 

They planted shoots of the banana 

Ominen milot sudtngen labi Then he drew out his very old sword. 
thenbe m-draw.out sword.his very.old 

(d) Reiteration of a specific object with du 'helshelit' 

Whenever the actor occurs before the verh in the contrast position, a specific object 
marked with a demonstrative from the nim set is reiterated by using the pronoun du 
'helshelit' which occurs immediately preceding the object: 

Uu tmiba du yem numa yb. You be the one to make a field of that 
you -m-ricefield it that forest that forest. 

0 semning du yem f lak  I'm the one to pocket the money. 
1 -em-pocket i t  that money 

Reiterating the object with the pronoun du 'it' may also occur whenever the actor 
has been attracted from its nonnal position following the verb to an adverb or a sen- 
tence conjunction occurring before the verb: 

Ket kifuhu mungol du yem tutu1 Dwara. Each night I hear the story of God 
each night.1 m-hear it that story God 

S6nmoen tendo malak du yem nga. She is always leading that child, 
alwaysshe continue m-lead it that child 

T& mulu du de' kay lernnaw. I would like to plant many kinds of 
would.like.1 m-plant it many kinds vegetable 

Omin le hrnunges du kumli. 
then they -m-wrapper it blanket 

Then they wrap it up in a blanket 

Ker kiw6len mu!& du tefung halien. He repeatedly kept peeling the scab off 
each repeat.he m-peel it scab sore.his his sore. 

(3) Pronoun as nonfocused object 

When a pronoun is used as the nonfocused object, it is always a pronoun from the non- 
focused dou set. When this occurs, the actor of the sentence is found either before the verb 
or in sentence final position when it is a noun phrase: 

Dw& semgyok kuy dyb. God will be the one to take care of all 
God -em-take.care.of YOU,PL there of you there. 

Du lmolok do. 
helshe -m-teach me 

He will be the one to teach me 



Olon hmowon kum yem Bung. 
only.he -m-tease u s , ~ x  that Bang 

Sbnmou tendo hemdem k6m 
always.1 continue -em-think you,% 

Omin le hemken bun 
then they hem-focd -,EX 
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He only teased us, that Bang. 

I'm always continually thinking of you. 

Then they fed us. 

8.2.2.2 Nonfocused goal 

A participant functioning as a nonfocused goal may also occur in an AFS. As in the EFS, the goal is 
the one to whom the action is directed, and it always occurs immediately following the actor. It may be 
either a personal noun or a pronoun. 

(1) Personal noun as nonfocused goal 

Since goal is a nonfocused participant, the nonfocus particle ke occurs along with the per- 
sonal noun. The location marker bi may also be used to indicate the goal: 

Munge ke AdiL 
m-go.along.with.1 NP Adil 

I'll go along with Adil. 

Mifbtu hemwu du ke Fludi yem filak I forgot to send the money with Fludi. 
sforget.1 -em-send it NF Fludi that money 

Mui bi Bi soging haya. Bring some bananas for Grandmother 
m-bring.you,sG LOC Grandmother banana tomorrow 

Yoke hemyuhi bi Yi sfold. jilak Good if you put away for Mother ten 
good.if -em-good.you,sG LOC Mother ten pesos pesos. 

(2) Noun phrase as nonfocused goal 

Whenever the goal is a long noun phrase, it shifts from the regular goal position follow. 
ing the actor to the end of the sentence. It occurs with the location marker b e  

Yake hemyuhi filak bi kem ngci Good if you put away money for the 
goodif -em-good.you,sG money uw: PL child children who are studying. 

mnagi 
m-study 

Miti soging bP le Yi Udi. Bring bananas for Little Mother and 
m-bring.you,s~ banana LOC PL Mother Little her companions. 

(3) Pronoun as nonfocused goal 

As in the EFS, when a pronoun is used as goal, a pronoun from the -u set may be used 
along with the preposition bile?. The many examples given are intended to show the wide 
range of meaning this preposition has in Tboli: 

T6 hembali biliu klernbew. He would like to sell me a carabao 
would.like-0 -em-sell PnEP,me carabao 
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Gel semfala du ME me yem tual  Dwata. She always read to us a story about 
always8 -em-read it PREP us,= that story God God. 

Du gna matoy ME le. 

helshelit fust m-die PREP them 

Lli rnw md6m fiE le. 
NEG m-like.1 m-borrow PREP them 

Mkene ME le. 
m-food.1 PREP them 

Myake ME ye. 
m-shamel PW  you,^^ 

H e  was the first one among them to die. 

I don't like to borrow from them. 

I ate with them. 

I'm ashamed to you. 

But there is also a difference between EFS and AFS in what may be used as goal. In EFS, 
only a pronoun from the -u set with bilt can be used. In AFS, a pronoun from the dou set 
may also be used. When the dou set is used, its meaning seems to be limited to either 
beneficialy or recipient rather than directional. Usually an object occurs along with it, 
either stated or clearly understood: 

Yake hemyuhi do sfod fdak 
g d . i f  -em-good.you,s~ me ten peso 

Min' do soging h a y .  
m-bring.you,s~ me banana tomorrow 

hvara bernlay kuy ketngbn. 
God -em-give  you,^^ wisdom 

G d  if you put away ten pesos for me. 

Bring some bananas for me tomorrow. 

God gives you wisdom. 

Yê  hlun tmdb6ng do yem tlu loru. Mother lent me temporarily three 
Mother temporaly -m-help me that three hundred hundred (pesos). 

Whenever the pronoun 'him/her/its' occurs as goal, the pronoun du from the focused ou 
set is used instead of kun from the dou set: 

hvata bemlay du kerngbn. 
God -em-give him wisdom 

God gives him wisdom. 

Yi! hlun tmdbdng du yem ilu loiu. Mother lent him temporarily three 
Mother temporary -m-help him that three hundred hundred (pesos). 

Using du as goal can become confusing when in the same sentence it  is also used as ob- 
ject. But the regular order of participants is that the du used as object always precedes the 
one used as goal: 

Ne ornin Ie rmuldn du do. 
and then they -m-tell it me 

And then they told it to me. 

Deng dB rnruldn du kdm Yi! L o ~ n i  Maybc New Mother has already told 
fl maybe -m-tell it you Mother New you about i t .  
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Ne ominu bud tmolok du du yem liholen. And then I again taught him the tune. 
and then1 again -m-teach it him that tune.it 

There are a few instances where a pronoun from the dou set can be used interchangeably 
with the preposition bil2 for the goal without any apparent change of meaning: 

Hoti mni do. Really pray for me. 
m,you,SG m-pray me 

Hoti mni Ek% 
m,you m-pray Pum,me 

Gtheti bud smcrlnr do. 
quick.you,SG again -m-letter me 

Gtheti bud smulat EEu. 
quick.you,s~ again -m-letter PREP,me 

Mungi &u mool. 
m-accompany.you,sc me 1ower.area 

Really pray for me. 

Quickly write to me again. 

Quickly write to me again. 

Accompany me to the lower area. 

Mungi biUu mool. Accompany me to the lower area. 
m-accompany.you,sc PREP,me 1ower.area 

8.2.23 Location (see sec. 10) 

8.2.2.4 Time (see sec. 11) 

8.23 Display of a n  actor focus sentence 

The display of an AFS (Figure 4) is divided into two sections. The top section summarizes the relative 
positions of the participants in an AFS and their status, i.e., whether they are obligatory in the sentence 
or optional. 

In order to show more easily the possible positions of the focused actor in relation to the other 
participants, tbe various positions are charted on separate lines: (1) normal position following verb 
(including the position used for a long noun phrase (NP) as actor); (2) preverb contrast position; and (3) 
a preverb position when a pronoun actor is attracted to an adverb modifying the verb. 

The lower section shows the grammatical forms used to indicate the functions of the various 
participants. 
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Figure 4. Actor focus sentence 

'Whenever the actor occurs in preverb position, and a specific object marked with a demonstrative 
from the nim set is being spoken about, the pronoun du 'it' always occurs immediately before the object. 

0 = unmarked 
- = does not occur 

+ = obligatory 
+/- = optional 

8 3  Object focus sentence (om) 
In the introduction to this chapter on the focus system, it was mentioned that the five sentence types 

could be divided into two groups based on their similarities. Experiencer and actor focus make up one 
group; object, goal and instrument focus make up the second group. Since an oFs is used far more 
frequently than either the goal or instrument focus, it will be considered first. 

The object in Tboli may be either a person or a thing directly involved in the action. Very often 
something is done to it. A focused object will always be a particular, specific object, not an indefinite 
one as in AFS (see sec. 8.2.2). 

Obligatory participants in an OFS are actor and object. When these two are the only participants in 
the sentence the order is verb, actor, object. When a nonfocused goal is included the order is verb, actor, 
goal, object. Time or location may occur at the end of a sentence. 

A sentence where the object is in focus will either have a verb with an affix from the ne- set (ne-, n-, 
-en- and -n-) or no affix at all. Examples of these are given below: 

Nungayern kudd. 
n-fetch.you,so horse 

Benosen kuluhen rurn sowu. 
-en-hide.it head.ils that boa.constrictor 

Knoduhu Iu. 
-n-pity.1 them 

Goru Ion rne lu. 
all #-see we,= them 

Fetch the horse 

The boa constrictor hid its head 

I pity them 

We saw them all 

Eledzn uu diru lo. 
0-deliver.it you,sc there up 

It delivers you there to the top. 
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83.1 Actor as nonfocused obligatory participant 

The actor is one of the obligatory participants in an om, but it is not in focus. It may be an unmarked 
noun, a noun phrase or a pronoun from the nonfocused -u set (see sec. 42.1). In the examples that follow, 
the focused object will be bold print. But the purpose of the examples is to show how the nonfocused 
actor is used in an OFS. 

(1) Noun as nonfocused actor 

As with the EFS and AFS, the noun functioning as actor may be either a proper noun or a 
common one, and it occurs in the regular position following the verb: 

Nwil Mi mi 
n-bring Father us,m 

Ton Gadu yern ulaL 
&see Gadu that snake 

Nbak o h  yem ulnL 
n-bark dog that snake 

Father brought us along. 

Gadu saw the snake. 

The dog barked at the snake. 

(2) Noun phrase as nonfocused actor 

As in both Em and AFS, all four types of noun phrases may function as an actor: (1) noun 
+ possessive; (2) noun + plural markers; (3) noun + adjective; and (4) noun + demonstra- 
tive. Examples of all four types are given below: 

Gel nrnb kern Tboli nim nii. Tboli always make this (specific thing). 
always n-make PL 'Tboli this this,sp 

Deng renles 1 Y Bong yem kdaw Big Mother and her companions 
PT -en-change PL Mother Big that day changed the day for our studying 

md he' me. 

for k-study our,EX 

Hnebel yetn rnaen yem libun leged. His father looks for an industrious girl. 
-n-look.for that father.his that girl industrious 

Fen nwir yern logi yern kimu. 
ID n-bring that man that property 

The man is the one to bring along the 
property. 

(3) Pronoun as nonfocused actor 

The pronoun set used as actor in o ~ s  differs from the pronoun set used as actor in EFS 

and AFS. Since the actor is now a nonfocused participant, a pronoun from the nonfocused -u 
set is used: 

Naba le iniba. They are clearing the ricefield. 
n-clear they -n-ricefield 

Tonen yem ulnL 
8-see.he that snake 

He saw the snake 
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Gel nwiru kua% b2 ni 
always n-bring.1 horse LOC here 

Ndekem y m  s i k  
n-pound.you,s~ that corn 

I always bring the horse here. 

You pound the corn. 

The conjunction MIM a, sometimes written nelne e is often used in om. It always occurs 
immediately before the verb, and it indicates that the action of the verb is the fmt  in a 
series of activities. It attracts the pronoun actor from its normal position following the verb: 

New e nangay kudd. First I'll fetch the horse. 
first.] ? n-fetch horse 

Nen e  MU^ yem mu dumuhen. First he will visit his companion. 
firsthe ? n-visit that person companion.his 

Ne me e henebel le Md. 
first we,EX ? -en-look.for PL Father 

First we looked for Father and the rest 
of the family. 

There is a variation of this modifier that seems to mean the same thing, ne nelm no: 

Bnogulem sen, okbm nem ne hew& o. Beat it indeed, but first let me leave. 
-n-beat.you,SG EMPH but first.you,sc ? h-leave me 

Nam M hnifdl o. 
first.you,Sc ? -n-forget me 

Naw M tnagak lu. 

first.1 ? -n-leave them 

First forgive me. 

First I will leave them. 

83.2 Grammatical forms of focused object 

(1) Noun as object 

The noun used as a focused object is always a particular, specific object. It is unmarked, 
but its role is determined by its position in the sentence following the actor: 

Nangayem kudu. 

n-fetch.you,sc horse 

Nmd le fann. 

n-make they rope/tie.his 

Fetch the horse. 

They made a rope (lor tying him). 

He brought along his ax. 

Nogotu snajang. I held the gun. 
n-hold.1 gun 

A proper name used as the focused object is also unmarked: 

Tnabo le Fun BuluL They call the Owner of the Mountain. 
-n-call they Owner Mountain 
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Tom Sing. 
BseeJ Seng 

I saw Seng. 

Bud snukanr Yt. 
again -n-deceive.I Mother 

Again I deceived Mother. 

(2) Noun phrase as object 

Just as all four types of noun phrases may be used as actor in an OFS, so all four types 
may also function as the focused object: 

Tnbbbngem kemdumwn You help your companions. 
-n-help.you,s~ PL companion.your,sc 

Go@ bnoluy h a d i n  kern fayen. Lewadin called all his sisters-in-law by 

all -n-name Lewadin PL sister.in.law.his (their) names. 

Nauy t e e  kern benwu etu. 
n-visit we,lN PL country DIR,there 

Let's all visit those countries over there. 

Ma1 le y6 kern fun gunk They asked permission from the owners 
n-ask.permission they that PL owner house of the house. 

Nddmu yem bew tu6nu. I borrowed the carabao of my father-in- 
n-borrow.1 that carabao father.in.1aw.m~ law. 

Nauy le turn n@ libun. 
n-visit they that child female 

Ndek le yem siE. 
n-pound they that corn 

They visit the young woman 

They pounded the corn 

Hrryo nwiru woli Bedung. Tomorrow I'll bring with me (my) older 
tomorrow n-bring.1 older.brother Bedung brother Bedung. 

T&b fonu Ma Bong. 
just B-see.1 Father Big 

I just saw Big Father. 

(3) Pronoun as object 

Since the object is the focused participant in an om, a pronoun from the focused ou set 
is used: 

Bnogulen lu. 

n-club.he them 

Ereden uu ra. 
8-deliver.it you,% up 

He beat them 

11 dclivers you to the top. 

Nali le 0. 

n-keep.for.oneself they me 

They kept me (back) for themsclvcs 
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Nwil le m i  
n-bring they u s , ~ x  

They brought us along. 

When the pronoun used as object refers to a thing, it would be expected that the 
pronoun du 'he/she/it' would be used, but it never is. It is left implied, as can be seen in the 
following examples 

Gohc ken sit ne sdb ne ungt. The ricebirds and pigs and rats ate (it) 
all S e a t  ricebud and pig and rat all. 

Ne fen nwa y6 kern tubnen. And his parents-in-law are the ones to 
and w n-take that PL parent.in.law.his take (it). 

Hendem le Yê  Lomi 

-en-think PL Mother New 
New Mother and her companions are 
thinking about (it). 

(4) Position of object for contrast 

As in EFS and AFS, the focused participant may occur in the position before the verb for 
contrast if necessary. 

(a) Noun as object in contrast position 

Kudd nangay le. 
horse n-fetch they 

It is a horse they are fetching (not a 
carabao). 

Soging ne ubi tn6g6 le. It was bananas and sweet potatoes 
banana and sweet.potato -n-cook they they cooked (not rice). 

(b) Noun phrase as object in contrast position 

Tey dl? tau nikilen. 
INT many person n-bite.he 

Nern latu jilak nwitu. 

six hundred peso n-bring.1 

He has bitten very many people. 

It was six hundred pesos I brought 
along. 

Tey sd6 bong nb6 Ma. It was a very big pig Father carried on 
INT pig big n-carry.on.back Father his back. 

(c) Pronoun as object in contrast position 

Ou gno bekesem. 

I first 8-tie.up.you,s~ 
1'11 be the one you tie up first 

Ne du ne lolou ni kmoen n i  And he is the one I lollow at this time. 
and he now 0-follow.1 this timeit now 

Lu tnobohen. 

they -n-call.he 
They are the ones he called. 
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(5) Position of object for emphasis 

As in EFS and AFS, emphasis may be given to the focused participant by reiterating it at 
the end of the sentence by using a pronoun from the nonfocused dou set. But this is not 
done as frequently in ow as in EFS or A m  

Tn6bdngem se o dou You help me as for me. 
-n-help.you,s~ EMPH me me 

Tnobong tekuy se lu kad 
-n-help we,N EMPH them them 

Let's all help them as for them. 

8 3 3  Participants that are optional 

There are three other participants that may occur in an ow as nonfocused participants: goal, location 
and time. 

833.1 Nonfocused goal 

As in AFS, the participant functioning as goal in an ow is the one to whom the action is directed, 
either a recipient of the action or a beneficiary of it. It may be a personal noun with the nonfocus particle 
ke, a noun phrase, a nonfocused pronoun from the -u set used with bil2 or a nonfocused pronoun from 
the dou set used alone. 

(1) Personal noun as nonfocused goal 

Tbldng blayen ke fbgen. He gave his brother-in-law a different 
different 5give.he NF brother.in.law.his one. 

Sofu kudi b l q  le ke Min. 
one horse Bgive they NF Min 

They gave one horse to Min. 

Hesegvoku ke Kasi yern bew logi. I'll let Kusi take care of the male 
he-care.for.1 NF Kasi that carabao male carabao. 

Tulbnein ke yehen Fining. 
$tell.you,s~ N F  Spouse Fining 

Tell (it) to the husband of Fining. 

(2) Noun phrase as nonfocused goal 

As in AFS, when a rather long noun phrase is used as goal, it occurs with the location 
marker b2 and shifts to the location position at the end of the sentence: 

T a b  blay le ycin kuda bd hc kem They just gave the horse to those other 
just &give they that horse LOC there PL people. 

dumu fnu. 
companion person 
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(3) Pronoun as nonfwsed  goal 

Just as  in the AFS, the nonfocused goal may be indicated by either a pronoun from the -u 
set used with the preposition biL? or a pronoun from the dou set. 

(a) The -u set with bilt  

B q a d u  ~~ ms6. I paid him for the hulled rice. 
-n-pay.1 PREP,him huUed.rice 

Benli le MEu a*. 
-en-buy they P m , m e  bamboo 

Ali d t  sndl6k le MEu. 
IN' many -n-ask they PREP,me 

They bought bamboo from me. 

They asked me about so many things. 

Hend6n le ME ye hnolo. They are expecting hair oil from you. 
-en-expect they PREP you,PL hair.oi1 

@) The dou set 

Lomi blay le do. 
recent Bgive they me 

They recently gave (it) to me. 

Hnungesem kum md. bnonr me. Wrap it up for us for our lunch. 
-n-wrapper.you,s~ us,= for n-stone our,= 

Ken10 Yê  do 
-en-weeding.too1 Mother me 

Mother weeded my newly planted field 
for me. 

833.2 Location (see sec. 10) 

8.333 Time (see sec. 11) 

8.3.4 Display of a n  object focus sentence 

The display of an oFs (Figure 5) is divided into two sections. The top section summarizes the relative 
positions of the participants in an OFS and their status, i.e., whether they are obligatory in the sentence 
or optional. In order to show more easily the possible positions of the focused object participant in 
relation to the other participants, they have been displayed on two separate lines, normal position and 
preverb contrast position. 

The lower section shows the grammatical forms used to indicate the functions of the various 
participants. 
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I Verb Alfiation ne-15 I 

Figure 5. Object focus senfence 

fl = unmarked 
- = does not occur 

+ = obligatory 
+I- = optional 

8.4 Goal focus sentence (GFS) 

The goal in Tboli is the participant to whom the action is directed. In English this would be an indirect 
object. The goal always occurs immediately following the actor. 

There are two nonfocused participants that are also obligatory in a GFS: actor and object. Actor occurs 
in the regular actor position following the verb, the object occurs immediately following the goal. A 
sentence where the goal is in focus will have a verb with an affu from the ne- set, either ne-, n-, -en- or 
-n-. 

A GFS is very similar to the o m .  One noticeable difference is that relatively few verbs can be used in 
a GFS, whereas almost all the verbs in the language can be used in an o m .  Verbs in both sentence types 
are affixed with ne-, but certain om verbs occur unaffixed as well. Both sentence types use the nonfocused 
-u set of pronouns for actor, and the ou set for the focused participant. Both use unmarked nouns for 
actor or object. In a GFS, the goal is always a person, the object is always a thing. 

There are two other nonfocused participants in a GFS that are optional: location and time. Examples 
of the verb affmation which indicates that the focused participant is a goal are given in the examples 
below: 

NkrrV [e o bigu. 
n-serve.food they me winnowing.tray 

Benlay le mi klafas. 
-en-give they us paper 

Hnogof ye o klernbew ne dadu. 
h-n-hold  you,^^ me carabao and plow 

They served food to me on a winnowing 
tray. 

They gave paper to us. 

Give to me the responsibility of a 
carabao and a plow. 

8.4.1 Nonrocused obligatory participants 

There are two nonfocused obligatory participants in a GFS, the actor and the object. The actor is like 
an actor in an O m  in that i t  may be an unmarked noun, a noun phrase or a pronoun from the nonfocused 
-u set. 

The object in a GFS differs from the object in a om in that it is always a thing, i.e., a common noun 
or a noun phrase. It is never a personal noun or a pronoun. It occurs following the goal, and its role is 
determined by its position in the sentence. Examples of both thc nonfocused actor and object can be seen 
in section 8.4.2. 
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8.4.2 Grammatical forms of focused goal 

A noun functioning as a goal is always a person (a personal noun, a noun phrase or a pronoun). It 
occurs following the actor. Since it is in focus, it is unmarked. Its role is determined by its position in 
the sentence. 

(1) Noun as  goal 

Since it is in focus, it is unmarked: 

Benlay me Add bulung hula. 
-en-give w e p  Adii medicine red 

We gave Add some red medicine. 

(2) Noun phrase as goal 

A noun phrase functioning as goal is the same as when a noun phrase is used in other 
focus types. It may be a noun plus a possessive, a plural marker, an adjective or a 
demonstrative: 

Hol bnasahem kern tuha yem libun. You must really give gifts to the 
INT -n-give.gift.you,s~ PL old that girl parents of the girl. 

Benlay me le Adri bulung hula. 
-en-give w e w  PL Adii medicine red 

We gave the red medicine to Adu and 
his companions. 

Benlayen yem libun dps blrlufen tising. She gave a ring to the woman with a 
-en-giveshe that woman sick stomach.her ring stomachache. 

Benlay le kef tau tonok 
-en-give they each person land 

Oguhen turn libun rum / a n  
6hand.to.her that girl that his 

narnak 
n-hetel.nut.quid 

They gave land to each person. 

He hands his own quid of betel nut to 
the girl. 

(3) Pronoun as goal 

Since the goal is in focus, the pronoun used for it is from the focused ou set: 

Neteden o h d d .  elcimel. He delivered a horse to me early yester- 
n-deliver.him me horse ~l~,early.afternoon day afternoon. 

Henwit ye mi soging ne bkadu. Send some bananas and avocados to us. 
h-en-send YOU,PL US,EX banana and avocado 

Benlay Ben ou snafang. 
-en-give Ben me gun 

Ben gave a gun to me. 

Ke wen d2 sigi ye kur, If you have any toothbrushes left, 
if thereis left brush  your,^^ us,ou(polite) please send me one. 

henwir ye o soru. 
h-en-send  you,^^ me one 
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(4) Position of goal for contrast 

Since the goal is the focused participant, it may occur in preverb position for contrast if 
n e c e w .  

Add benlny me buhng hulb. 
Adii -en-give we,EX medicine red 

Kef tau benlay le tonok 
each person -en-give they land 

It was to Add that we gave some red 
medicine. 

It was to each person that they gave 
land. 

Kem hhu yem Iibun ho[ bnarohem. It is to the parents of the girl that you 
PL old that girl INT -n-give.gift.you,sc give gifts. 

Ou henwit ye sigi 
me h-en-send  you,^^ brush 

It is to me you send the toothbrush. 

8.43 Participants tha t  are optional 

There are only two participants that are optional in a GFS, location and time. 

(1) Location (see sec. 10) 

(2) Time (see sec. 11) 

8.4.4 Display of a goal focus sentence 

The display of a GFS (Figure 6) summarizes the relative position of the participants and their functions. 
There are three obligatory participants, the focused goal, the nonfocused actor and the object. The goal 
occurs either following the actor or preceding the verb. 

Figure 6. Goal focus sentence 

0 = unmarked 
- = does not occu~ 
+ = obligatory 

+I- = optional 
-I+ = if not in goal position following actor 

8.5 Instrument focus sentence (IFS) 

The instrument in Tboli is the thing used to carry out the action described by the verb. A sentence 
where the instrument is in focus will have an unaflixed verb: 

Deketn du dek bong. 
8-pound.you,s~ i t  pestle big 

Pound it with the big pestle 

Instrument focus is probably the least used focus in Tboli simply because in the common activities of 
daily life, the instrument used for these activities would be understood without havin~ to name it. Only 
when the instrument is not the one ordinarily used would it  be necessary to identify i t  in an IFS. 
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Even though this is the least used sentence type, there is in 'Iboli root words a great potential for 
instrument focus, since so many root words can be understood to mean either the instrument used to 
perform the action (i.e., as a noun) or the action itself when using the instrument (i.e., as a verb). The 
following are examples 

dek 'a pestle' 
dek 'to pound with a pestle' 

Wo 'a weeding tool' 
Wo 'to weed using a weeding tool' 

bulwrg 'medicine' 
bulung 'to treat (someone) with medicine' 

6hik 'a sharpening stone' 
i h i k  'to sharpen (something) by using a sharpening stone' 

bf 'a tie between the ankles used for climbing (a coconut palm)' 
hf 'to climb (a coconut palm) by using a tie between the ankles' 

ogot 'that used to hold (something)' 
ogot 'to hold (something) with (something)' 

When these root words occur with an affu from the ne- set, they become verbs indicating object focus. 
The participants that are obligatory in an m are actor, object and instrument. A goal never occurs in 

this type of sentence. Both location and time are optional. 

85.1 Nonfocused obligatory participants 

There are two nonfocused obligatory participants in an IFS: actor and object. 
The actor is like the actor in both the om and the GFS in that i t  occurs in the regular actor position 

following the verb, and it may be a noun, a noun phrase or a pronoun from the nonfocused -u set (see 
sec. 4.2.1). 

The object is the person or thing affected by the action, and it  occurs immediately following the actor. 
It may be a noun, a noun phrase or a pronoun from the nonfocused dou set. (For the use of the focused 
pronoun du for the nonfocused 'him/her/its', see sec. 4.2.2.) 

Since the object is not in focus, a personal noun used as object always occurs with the nonfocus particle 
ke. Other nouns are unmarked, but their role is determined by their position in the sentence. 

8.5.2 Grammatical forms of focused instrument 

The focused instrument may be either a common noun or a noun phrase. It is unmarked, but its role 
is determined by its position in the sentence following the object. 

(1) Noun as instrument 

Solokern du [unay. Make a light from the sap of the fumy 

Blight.you it sap.of.lunay.tree tree. 

Ofok Walan du m y .  

&chop.down Walan it  ax 

Bogulen ke Milt  Boru dek. 
0-club.he N F  Mil6 Botu pestle 

Wolun chopped it down with an ax 

He beat Milt Botu with a pestle 
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(2) Noun phrase as instrument 

A noun phrase is used whenever the instrument i s  (1) plural, i.e., a common noun 
marked by the plural marker kem; (2) a specific thing spoken of earlier in the immediate 
situation marked with nim set demonstrative; or (3) an unmarked descriptive phrase: 

Dekem du d& bong. 
0-pound.you,s~ it pestle big 

Mohu du suk udi koni 
0-weed.1 it knife little just.now 

Hbukem do  b&g Yt. 
0-smoke.you,s~ me medicine Mother 

Pound it with the big pestle. 

I just now weeded it with the little 
knife. 

Smoke me with Mother's medicine. 

Okol le yem Ian kern fala benli le. They dug out the road with shovels 
0-dig they that road PL shovel -en-buy they they bought. 

Bulungu kbm yern buhng henyuh. I'll treat you with the medicine I put 
amedicine.1 you,SG that medicine -en-good.1 away. 

Ifuhem ke Nga Bun k& 
&wipe.off.you,s~ N F  Ngi Bun blouse 

bolokern. 
wear.out.your,sc 

Wipe off Nga Bun with your worn out 
blouse. 

(3) Position of instrument for contrast 

Since the instrument is in focus, it is the participant that may occur before the verb for 
contrast if necessary. When the instrument occurs in this preverb position, and a specific ob- 
ject marked with a nim set demonstrative is being spoken about, the pronoun du 'it' always 
occurs immediately before the object: 

(a) Noun 

Luos bkesem du yem gunu nmoem. Use rattan to tie the house you're 
rattan &tie.you,s~ it that house n-make.you making. 

& ofok Walan du 
ax 5-chop.down Walan it 

It was with an ax that Walan chopped 
it  down. 

Lunay solokern du. Use the sap of the lunay tree for a light. 
sap.of.lunay.tree 0-light.you,sti i t  

(b) Noun phrase 

Dek bong dekern du 
pestle big 5-pound.you,sti i t  

Sotu f ihk bli May mombang 
one peso &buy May bread 

Use a big pestle to pound it  

May bought bread with one peso. 
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Smya I2 
-n-tubular.skirt mother 

ebenem du yem ngi. 
k%carry.in.sling.you,s~ it that child 

Use Mother's tubular skirt for carry- 
ing the child. 

8 5 3  Participants tha t  are optional 

There are only two participants that are optional in an m: location and time. 

(1) Location (see sec. 10) 

(2) Time (see sec. 11) 

85.4 Display of a n  instrument focus sentence 

The display of an a (Figure 7) summarizes the relative positions of the participants and their 
functions. The focused instnunent is the obligatory participant. It must occur either following the object 
or preceding the verb. Actor and object are the nonfocused obligatory participants. 

Figure 7. Insmrnent focus sentence 

Verb M i a t i o n  5 

0 = unmarked 
- = does not occur 
+ = obligatory 

+/- = optional 
-I+ = if not in instrument position 

following object 

Noun 

Pronoun 

8.6 Summary of the focus system 

The following contrastive charts show the distinctive features of each of the five types of focused 
sentences in 7boli. 

+ 
Instrument 

0 
- 

8.6.1 Display of the distinctives of each focus type 

Figure 8 summarizes all the possible participants in each of the five types of focus and the fixed order 
in which they occur in a sentence. Bold type indicates a focused participant. 
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Figure 8. Participants and their order 

x = occurs - = never occurs 

8.6.2 Display of pronouns as participants 

The four pronoun sets in 'Iboli are divided into focused and nonfocused sets. Figure 9 summarizes 
which pronoun sets are used for the various participants in the five types of focus. Bold type indicates 
the pronoun used as a focused participant. 

Figure 9. Pronouns as panicipants 

Instrument 

x = occurs only as a noun - = never occurs 
or a noun phrase 

8.6.3 Nouns as part icipants  

I x 1 0  I -u 

When a noun or noun phrase occurs as a participant, i t  is word order that determines its role. The 
only participant marked by an overt particle is a personal name functioning as a nonfocused goal or object, 
which is marked by the nonfocus particle ke. In Figure 9 this particle plus a personal noun can occur 
wherever the nonfocused dou set of pronouns occurs. By substituting a pronoun for either a noun or a 
noun phrase, i t  can be determined which participant is in rocus in any sentence. 

- dou I x x - 
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l'boli has very few affixes compared to most Philippine languages. They are me-, ne-, he-, se-, ge-, ke-, 
e-, te-, and de-. (For a review of the spelling of these affixes, see sec. 1.2.) These a f f i  may be divided 
into three classes, those that are derivational, those that are inflectional and those that function as both 
derivational and idectional. 

9.1 Derivational affixes 

A derivational affix forms a new word with a new grammatical function when the affix is added to an 
already existing root word. This is seen when the English suffix 'ness' is added to the word 'happy', which 
is an adjective. The result is a new word 'happiness', which is a noun. So an adjective has become a noun 
by the addition of an affix. 

There are only two a f f i  in l'boli that are strictly derivational: ke- and te-. 

9.1.1 The ke- prefii 

The ke- prefix may be added to a great many nouns, verbs or adjectives to form an action oriented 
noun. The new word formed by adding the prefix functions as a noun in a sentence, but there is a strong 
element of action in its actual meaning, making it similar to a verb: 

(1) Nouns 

yehen 'spouse' 
larlbn 'rain' 

kyehen 'marrying' 
Rkulbn 'raining' 

(2) Verbs 

mbgbw 'to go' kbgbw 'going' 
mowil 'to live' kbwil  'life' 

(3) Adjectives 

kini 'hot' 
m q u k  'far' 

kkini 'hotness' 
klayuk 'farness' 

These derived nouns differ from a regular noun in that when it is used in a sentence it al- 
ways occurs with a possessive pronoun (see sec. 2.2): 

Tngbnern ne k6 yern deng kyehenu? Do you know about my being married? 
know.you,sci now QU that PT k-spouse.my 

Tey glayatn kun klowiL 
INT g-suffer his k-live 

Tty ksidek nawahen ru. 
INT k-bad breath.his there 

His life has much suffering. 

He feels very badly about that 

9.1.2 The te- prefix 

A fe- prefix is added to the adjective listed below to make a verb. (This is the only example of this to 
date.) 

gel 'hard' (gel 'to strengthen' 

I was strengthened going uphill by my 
walking stick. 
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9.2 Inflectional affixes 

An inflectional affu does not form a new word with a new grammatical function as does the derivational 
affix. With an inflectional affu on a verb, the verb stays a verb, but an additional element of meaning is 
added. For example, the English suffu 'ed' when added to the verb 'plant' changes it to 'planted'. The 
meaning of the verb stays the same, but the element of past tense has been added to it. 

9.2.1 Inflectional affies with location 

There are five inflectional affixes in 'Iboli which have to do with location: seN-, de-, te-, ke- and e-. 

(1) The seN- prefu 

The seN- prefix adds the meaning of "being in the area adjacent to" a specified location, 
or "being compared with" a specific thing. It occurs with the following words describing a 
location: 

-1em 
fa 
laan 
leged 
bwak 
sub6 
moo1 
IU 

dini 

'downbelow' 
'uplabove' 
'under' 
'higher' 
'lower' 
'upstream' 
'downstream' 
'there' 
'here' 

senlem 
sMtn 
m a n  
xneged 
sembwak 
snub6 
smol  
SenN 
xndini 

Ne le no sbung yd kem tau All the people going to the wedding 
then they first gather.togetber that PL person first gather together in the area above 

the house or below it or higher than it - 
mulu senta ke senlem ke or lower than it. 
m-attend.wedding sen-above or sen-below or 

seneged duhen sembwak yem gunu. 
sen-higher or.it sem-lower that house 

Tey klayuken sentu Datal Teblow. 
INT k-farits sen-there Datal Teblow 

Its a long distance beyond (the place 
called) Datal Teblow. 

Nu snaanu kbongen yem libun ru. That girl is smaller than I am. 
Bto.be sn-under.1 k-big.her that girl there 

(2) The de-, re- and ke- prefixes 

The dr-, le- and ke- prefixes only occur with the four location words that are used in rela- 
tion to a higher or a lower level. De- adds the meaning of a distance relatively nearby, te- in- 
dicates one that is far distant, and ke- indicates a distance about halfway in between. Ke- is 
used only with la 'up/above': 

-1e1n 'downhelow' ieged 'higher level' 
fa 'uplahove' bwok 'lower level' 

dlem 'nearby below' rlem 'far below' 
dra 'nearby up' lla 'far up' 
dleged 'nearby hisher level' lleged 'distant higher level' 
debwak 'nearby lower level' rebwak 'distant lower level' 
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Deng sut se Yê Tahd debwak. 
PT &arrive EMPH Mother Tall de-lower 

Snblbk me ditu, mon me, Mayuk 
+ask we,EX there said we,EX far 

Ma&? Mon le, Tebwak. 
Maitum said they te-lower 

T6d6 m16y gu ditu kta k-m 
immediate4 m-run from there k-up in 

buluL 
mountain 

And Tall Mother amved in the lower 
area nearby. 

We asked there, we said, Is it far to 
Maitum? And they said, It's in the far 
distant lower area. 

Immediately he ran (down) from there 
midway up in the mountain. 

(3) The e- prefi  

Thee- prefi  adds the meaning of "direction or motion toward" a specified location. It 
may be prefixed to: (1) the location marker b i  and the preposition bib?, (2) location words 
(see sec. 102) and (3) location substitutes (see sec. 53). The pronoun du may also sub- 
stitute for a specific place: 

Bude m@bw ebi Afus. 
again.1 m-go n r a m  Afus 

Again I went to Afus (name of a place). 

Tey legen 12 smulate eMkm.  I haven't written to you for a very long 
INT 1ong.time NEG -m-write.1 DIR,PREP,YOU,SG time. 

La hyu kbgdwen etizlak yem nga bwbng. It is not good for that little boat to go 
NEG good k-go.its DIR,middle that little boat out into the middle (of the lake). 

Bude mulik efa~u bP Hitas. I'm returning again to the other side to 
again.1 m-return DrR,other.side LOC Hitas Hitas. 

Ken me edy6 he kedeng 
S e a t  we,Ex DIR,there yet later 

T6db rnbgbw edu yem kifu. 
immediateB m-go DIR,it that night 

Please hurry to us here. 

We'll cat later (upon arriving) there. 

Immediately he went to it that night, 

When the e- prefix is used in combination with the three prefixes de-, le- and kc- indicat- 
ing distance, the vowel of these prefiies is dropped. The combination of the two prefixes be- 
comes ed-, et- and ek-: 

Ne mulike edla Inn bulul. I'm returning up into the mountains 
and m-return.1 Dm,nearby.up in mountain nearby. 

M~ilike erlem dou. 
m-return.1 DIR,far.below as.for.me 

I'm returning to (the area) far below as 
for me. 
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)d kem dwnuhem Bddoli 'your other dose relatives' 
that PL companion.your Dm,nearby.other 

Bude mulik eekfa 
again.1 m-return om,up 

Again I returned midway up (into the 
mountains). 

The e- prefu occurs frequently on a verb that is used in combination with gun2 'place': 

Gunum emlu de? Where are you going? 
place.you DUZ,facI2 QU 

Lowig gwru le emeled hL It's to the field house where they 
field.house p l a n  they owm-deliver them deliver them. 

If the place is identified by name, thee- prefu occurs on the name: 

Bud mulkk Mi W l  Teblbw. Again Father returned to Datal Teblbw. 
again m-return Father nrrc,Datal Teblbw 

9.2.2 Inflectional a f f i  with numbers 

Age- prefix may be added to the cardinal numbers (i.e., one, two, three, etc.) to change them to ordinals 
(i.e., fist, second, third, etc.). The only exception is sou 'one', whose ordinal is the word tanay 'first'. The 
ordinals always occur with a possessive pronoun: 

limu 'five' 
nem ' . ,  SIX 

sydm 'nine' 
sf010 'ten' 

glimu 'fifth' 
'sixth' 

gesydm 'ninth' 
gesfold 'tenth' 

Deng bud p u  le dultk mum. It was the second time they harvested 
PT again g-two they repeat harvest 

Mndng bP bulbn getluhen dun gfalen. It shines during the third or fourth 
m-shine-0 LOC month ge-threeits or g-four.its month. 

9 3  Affixes functioning a s  both derivational and inflectional 

There are five affixes that are used with both verbs and nouns: me-, ne-, he-, se- and ge-. When used 
with verbs, they are inflectional, adding a new element of meaning to the verb. When used with nouns or 
adjectives, they are derivational, changing the grammatical function of the root word. 

93.1 The me- a f f i  

A me- prefix may be added to certain nouns and verbs to form an adjective: 

btes 'a measure' mebtes 'expensive' 
brik 'to get up' mebtik 'quick' 
duk 'laziness' mduk 'lazy' 
kreng 'to pull' mekfeng 'direct' 
ndng 'ray of light' mndng 'shiny' 
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The me- prefix may be added to an adjective to form another adjective with similar meaning: 

Iehen 'thin' 
toha 'tall' 

Iemehen 'slender' 
h ~ h d  'oblong' 

The me- affix signals that the role of the focused participant in the sentence is either actor or 
experiencer. The affix is used with both verbs and nouns. When used with a noun, the noun becomes a 
verb. 

(1) With verbs 

bli 'buy' 
eted 'bring' 
M u  'pity' 

Bemlihe m 6  b2 Bongu. 
-em-buy.1 hulled.rice LOC Bongu 

bemli 'to buy' 
meted 'to deliver' 
kmodu 'to pity' 

I bought hulled rice at Bongu. 

Wen se fen meted ken bi12 Ie. There are those who bring food to 
thereis EMPH ID m-bring food PREP them them. 

(2) With nouns 

ben wu 'country' menwu 'to live in a country' 
ken 'food' mken 'to eat' 
klo 'weeding tool' kemlo 'to weed' 
tonok 'ground' rmonok 'to walk' 

Hlbsi menwu dini ne. 
Bcontinue.you,sc m-live here now 

Sendaw le kemlo. 
one.day they -em-weeding.tool 

Tehe me r6d6 tmonok 
previous we,EX just -m-ground 

You continue to live here now. 

They weeded all day. 

Previously we just walked 

93.2 The ne- alfix 

The ne- affix signals that the role of the focused participant in the sentence is either experiencer, object 
or goal. It is used with both verbs and nouns. When used with a noun, the noun becomes a verb. 

(1) Experienccr focus 

hali 'a wound' hnali 'to be wounded' 
inger 'perspiration' ninger 'to perspire' 
lekef 'a cold' lenekef 'to have a cold' 

Lenekef 1 kem ng6. 
-en-havexold they P L  child 

Thc children have colds. 
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Tey ningef kwangu Luuc kemlo. My back is really perspiring because 
INT n-perspire back.my path.1 -em-weeding.too1 I've been weeding. 

(2) Object focus m e  root words listed may be either a noun or a verb.) 

angar 'wait' 
bli ‘buy 
kodu 'pity' 
tuba 'call' 

Tmbnhen Yi 
n-call.she Mother 

Nungat me Lr 
n-wait.for we,EX them 

(3) Goal focus 

b k J  'give' 
ered 'bring' 

Benlay le mi Hutas. 
-en-give they us,= paper 

nungal 'to wait for (someone/something)' 
benli 'to buy (something)' 
l d u  'to pity (someone/someKmg)' 
lnabu 'to call (someone)' 

She called Mother. 

We are waiting for them. 

benlny 'to give to (someone)' 
neted 'to deliver to (someone)' 

They gave us paper. 

Neteden o kudo eliirnel. He delivered the horse to me early 
n-deliver.he me horse or~,early.afternoon yesterday afternoon. 

9 3 3  The he- prefix 

The he- prefu has three functions: (1) when it occurs with an adjective, the adjective is changed to a 
verb; (2) when it occurs with a verb, it signals that the action of the verb is being initiated by one person, 
but being performed by another, i.e., it becomes a causative verb, someone is causing another person to 
do something; (3) when it occurs with a noun, the noun becomes a causative verb or a reflexive verb. 

(1) With adjectives to form a verb 

bong 'big' 
kini 'hot' 
rnoni 'near' 
t b n g  'different' 

Deng hkiniu ken koni. 
PT h-hot.1 food just.now 

hbong 'to make biglplenty' 
hkini 'to heat (something)' 
hloni 'to come near' 
hrd.ld.ng 'to separate' 

I just finished heating the ricelfood. 

Bii hloni bP ski h d i .  Don't go near the rear end of a horse. 
do.not.you,sG h-near Loc rear.end horse 
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(2) With verbs to form a causative verb 

minum 'to drink' h u m  'to cause (someone) to give a drink to 
(someone/something)' 

segyok 'to take care of' hesegyok 'to cause (someone) to take care of 
(someone/something)' 

Gel hinumem do onuk 
always h-give.drink.you,sc my chicken 

Hesegyoku ke Kasi yem bov. 
he-carefor3 NF Kasi that carabao 

Always give my chickens something to 
drink. 

I had Kasi take care of the carabao. 

(3) With nouns to form a causative verb 

dek 'pestle' Mek 'to cause (someone) to pound rice' 
klo 'weeding tool' WO 'to cause (someone) to weed' 

Gel wen halay heklo le snien. There is also always some rice (field) 
always thereis rice he-weeding.too1 they also they have others weed. 

Sgantang ha@ nwahu ne Meku I got one ganta of unhulled rice and 
s-one.ganta unhulled.rice n-get.1 and h-pestle.1 had Grandmother pound it (for me). 

ke Bi. 
NF Grandmother 

There is a limited group of nouns that may function as a reflexive when prefixed with 
he-, i.e., the person initiating the action has it done to himself. This takes the focused -e set 
of pronouns for the initiator: 

Hguntinge ke Yadan kedeng. 
h-scissors.l N F  Yadan later 

I'll have Yadan cut my hair later on. 

Helbeke bilkern be! nirn I'll have you give me an injection for 
he-sharp.pointed.object.1 PREP,YOU,SG LOC this this sickness of mine. 

desu ni. 
sickness.my this 

Gihili  hbulung di .  Hurry up and have yourself treated 
hurry.you,sc h-medicine EMPH with medicine. 

Notice the difference in meaning when the nonfocused -u sct of pronouns is used: 

Hgunfingu ke Yadan ngi ni. I will have Yadan give this child a hair- 
h-scissors.1 NF Yadan child this cut. 

Herbeku ke Yt  Udi nguu. I will have Little Mother give my child 
he-sharp.pointed.object.1 NF Mother Little child.my an  injection. 



A Pedagogical Grammar of 'Iboli 91 

G i h i l  hulungem ne yehenem Quickly have your spouse treated now 
quick h-medicine.you,sc now spouse.you with medicine. 

93.4 The se- prefi 

The se- prefix has two functions: (1) it may signal a reciprocal action, i.e., both parties perform the 
action or benefit from it; or, (2) it may add the additional meaning of 'onelonce' to certain nouns. 

93.4.1 To signal reciprocal action 
(1) With verbs 

kd 'to remove' 
togak 'to leave behiid' 
mgdn 'to know' 
tdb6ng 'to help' 
tuGn 'to tell' 

Stbbbng tekuy. 
s-help we,lN 

Ominu stulbn yem yehenu. 
then.1 s-tell that spouse.my 

(2) With adjectives 

m V k  'far' 
moni 'near' 
SOIU 'one' 
tblbng 'different' 

Tehe le sloni Mil; Botu Mrutung. 
previous they s-near M&Ie Botu Mtutung 

Tey stbbng kul kmd. 
INT s-different their custom 

(3) With nouns 

lai 'in-law' 
lingun 'traditional song' 
53'=l 'a turn off 
yehen 'spouse' 

Tey le moy6 slni kern Tboli. 
INT they m-like s-in.law PL Tboli 

Suloyen bureng laen rung6 lau 
s-afternoon night N E G , ~ ~  as leep  person 

slingun. 
s-traditional.song 

du5 'to divorce' 
smgak 'to Leave one another' 
setng6n 'to know each other' 
st6b6ng 'to help each other' 
stuldn 'to talk to each other' 

Let's all help eaeh other. 

Then I discussed it with my wife. 

slayuk 'far from each other' 
sloni 'near each other' 
ssotu 'to be in agreement' 
stolong 'to be different from each other' 

Previously (the mountains) Mil& Botu 
and Mtutung were near each other. 

Their custom is very different (from 
ours). 

slai 'to be in-laws with each other' 
slingun 'to sing a traditional song to each other' 
s q a r  'crossroads' 
syehen 'to be married' 

Tboli really like to become in-laws with 
each other. 

The persons who sing the traditional 
songs to each other don't sleep all night. 
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93.4.2 To add the additional meaning of 'onelonce' to certain nouns 

The s- may be a shortened form of soru 'one': 

b o d  'piece' 
g W  'coblstalk' 
h l n y  'Year' 
hunges 'wrapper' 
kdaw 'suniday' 
ulik 'repeat' 

sboni 'one piece' 
sgoyu 'one coblone stall? 
$ a 4  'one year' 
@ges 'one wrapper' 
sendaw 'one day' 
suEk 'once' 

M u h  dabyen ne kegen le 16 mayad do. It is more than one year now the 
more.than s-yearit now k-1ong.time they NEG m-pay me length of time have not paid me. 

Yake new bud Ion lu suIik 
good.if first.1 again %see them s-return 

Good if I can first see them once more. 

935 The ge- prefix 

The ge- prelim signals either an ability/capacily to do  something or an unintentional action, depending 
upon the context. It occurs with nouns or verbs. 

(1) With nouns 

fun 'owner' 
sold 'sinhistake' 
luluk 'nail' 

Ne gluluk kulu Nib. 
and g-nail head Nib 

gfun 'able to own' 
gsala 'accidentally s inhake a mistake' 
grutuk 'accidentally bump oneself' 

And Nib accidentally bumped his head. 

Sndldken bi l i  me yern lef6 ke glunen. He asked us if he was to be the owner 
-n-ask.he PREP us,Ex that coconut if g-owner.he of lhe coconuts. 

(2) With verbs 

mon 'say' 
rnungol 'hear' 
tuns6 'sleep' 

Gungolu udil sd6 faru lern law. 
g-hear.1 word pig across in cane 

gnon 'accidentally say' 
gungol 'able to hear (something)' 
grung6 'able to sleep' 

I was able to hear the squeal of a pig 
in the cane across (the river). 

Song Sun& bud rnddtn solu ku~nli. I wasn't able to sleep until I again bor- 
not.until g-sleep.1 again m-borrow one blankct rowed a blanket. 

Ge- also occurs in combination with the verbal affix rnr- on certain verbs to form a sta- 
live verb. In this combination of rne- + ge., the vowel of the ge- prefix is dropped, and the 
resultant prefix is rneg-: 



A Pedagogical Grammar of lboli  93 

lala 'to disturb' 
lafak 'to punish' 
reef 'to winnow' 
tolok 'to teach' 

Kc5 meglala ye. 
perhaps meg-disturb you,P~ 

d a l a  'to be disturbed' 
megiafak 'to be punished' 
megieef 'to be winnowed' 
megtolok 'to be trained' 

Perhaps you will be disturbed. 

10. Location 

A participant functioning as location occurs with all five focus types. Basically location is the place 
where the action happens. But in 'Iboli it can also be the person or thing toward which the action is 
directed. It is indicated by certain location markers, location words and by the dini set of demonstratives 
as location substitutes. 

Usually location occurs at the end of the sentence. But it may occur before the verb when it is necessary 
to contrast it with some other location for clarification. 

10.1 Location marker  bt? 

There is a location marker be which is used to indicate both the place where the action happens or 
the person or thing to which the action is directed. It is also used to introduce an independent clause. 

10.1.1 Location as t h e  place where the action happens 

Location may be either a person or a place. A demonstrative can be used as a location substitute. 

(1) Person as location 

Kdl le b i  Mrs. Bnrgas. 
&arrive they ~ o c  Mrs. Bargas 

They arrived at (the place of) Mrs. Bar- 
gns. 

Bude muta haya b4 le Af&. I'm going to harvest again tomorrow at 
again.1 m-harvest tomorrow ~ o c  PL Af6 (the field of) Af& and his family. 

(2) Place as location 

Kdl le be? Dadiangas. 

&arrive they ~ o c  Dadiangas 

Mbgdw le bd fedyan. 
m-go they ux market 

Mius 1e be? yem fsinci. 
m-pass.by they ~ o c  that omce 

Tungde b i l i  le b4 A h .  

5sleep.I PREP they LOC Afus 

(3) Demonstrative as location substitute 

Ni s6ne bP ni. 
this end.1 ~ o c  this 

They arrived at Dadiangas 

They went to the market. 

They passed by that (certain) oEce 

I slept with them at Afus 

This (place) here is as far as I'm going. 
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His companions live there (far). 

fing le mangoy ms6 b2 y6. They have already fetched some hulled 
PT they m-fetch hulled.rice LOC there rice from there. 

10.1.2 Location as that toward which the action is direeted 

When the location is that toward which the action is directed, it may be a person, a thing or a derived 
noun. In most cases it is a person. When it functions in this way, it may occur in the goal position before 
the object or in the location position at the end of the sentence. 

(1) Person 

Denge hemtnhu bi Dwcrtcr se dou. As for me, I have believed in God. 
m,I hem-true LOC God EMPH me 

Ne sidek knawahen b2 kern ~ I ~ M R  And his attitude is bad toward his in- 
and bad k-breath.his LOC PL in.law.his laws. 

Tey bong dou s n o h  bi Dw& 
INT big mine +face LOC God 

I have a very big responsibility to God. 

Myak bi yem mu marry. She's embarrassed to that person who 
m-embarrass-@ LIK: that person m-visit is visiting. 

Ndbmu b2 Y.5 Bong wolu filak I borrowed eight pesos from Big 
n-borrow.1 LOC Mother Big eight peso Mother. 

Olow ti3 mdbtn lematu b i  le I only would like to borrow a hundred 
only.1 would.like m-borrow -em-hundred uw, PL (pesos) from New Mother and her com- 

panions. 
Yl Lomi. 
Mother New 

Gel snoloku b i  Ting ke m@b. I always ask Ting if he wants to. 
always -n-ask.1 LOC Ting if m-likelwant-0 

(2) Thing 

Yb gunuhu betnlay du bi hitu filak 

that place.1 -em-give him LOC seven peso 

Doli ngalihu bi filak no@l Ting. 
lifty.cents hold.back.1 Lot money n-hold Ting 

Okbm hnihu bi limu b u  jihk. 
but h-ask.1 LOC five hundred peso 

Ma[u kulang bd i@yu. 
somewhat-@@-lack LOC round.wood 

That's the reason I gave it to him for 
seven pesos. 

I kept back fifty cents from the money 
that Ting was responsible for. 

But I askedhargained for five hundred 
pesos. 

It's lacking somewhat in round wood 
(poles). 
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(3) A derived noun 

Ali gedlug khedemem b2 kmoem You are thinking too much about your 
INT more.than.enough k-think.you,s~ mc k-do.your 

d. 
n-do 

Wen tey tul6nu kbm b6 kwn kmd dini I have something important to tell you 
thereis INT atell.1 you,SG LOC us&x k-do here about our doings here. 

10.13 Location marker used t o  introduce a dependent clause 

The location marker may be used to introduce a dependent clause: 

S6nen efet b6 bud kesmn t e k .  This is all until (the time) when we all 

only.it until UX again ke-s-see we,lN see each other again. 

B2 knu3 kbenwu Rent Tboli, Id holen mdengen. The way the Tboli live, it is not very set- 
UX k-do k-country PL Tb0li NEG INT,it settle tled. 

Ld buden hyu knagien b2 yem kdes ma&he~ He is not able to study well because of 
NEG again.he good k-study.his mc that k-pain eye.bis the painf"lness of his eyes. 

10.2 Location words 

There is a category of words that designate location. These are used without the location marker. 

10.2.1 Location words in  relation to higher and lower levels 

There are four location words that are used in relation to a higher or a lower level. These occur with 
the two prefures indicating distance (de- 'nearby' and fe- 'distant'): 

bwak 'a lower area' -/em 'downbelow' 
leged 'a higher area' fa  'uplabove' 

Deng le kbl la. 

PT they Barrive up 

Tbahu fe bt? Bsoyd bwak 
%work We,DU LOC Visayan 1ower.area 

They have already arrived up (in the 
mountains). 

Let's you and I work for the Visayan 
down below. 

Ne gu leged yein soru 6wdng bong. And that one large boat came from the 
and from higher.area that one boat big higher area. 

(1) With de- and re- 

Deng mulik gu difu tleged. He has already returned from the dis- 
PTB m-return from there distant.higher.area tant higher area there. 

Deng dnaduhu ne yetn ji dlmn. I have now already plowed that nearby 
PT -n-plow.1 now that DIR nearby.lower.area area just below. 
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Mosol em tlem U He went down (from the mountain) 
m-downhill-0 Dm,there distantbelow river there to the river far below. 

Ne sut se Y8 Tahi debwak. And Tall Mother arrived in the lower 
and &arrive INT Mother Tall nearby.lower.area area 

T wn me M i  Bong mosol Right then we saw Big Father coming 
right.then &see we,EX Father Big m-go.downhill the hi@er nearby. 

gu dfa 
from nearby.up 

Ne kdle nd dinr se Ting. And (when) I arrived in the area far 
and &arrive.I far.hi@er.area &tobe there also Ting UP, Ting was there 

The location word ta 'uplabove' often occurs with the ke- prefix which indicates the dis- 
tance about halfway between the top of a mountain and the bottom: 

Nu le ditu hz 
&to.be they there halfway.up 

They live there halfway up (the moun- 
tain). 

T6d6 ml@ gu kfa te bulul. He immediately ran from halfway up 
immediate-0 m-run from halfway.up PREP mountain the Inountain. 

10.2.2 Other location words 

There are other location words that do not occur with the above prefues: 

fatu 'the other side of moo1 'downstream' 
klohok 'beside' sub6 'upstream' 
laon 'underbeneath' lalak 'the middle of 
[ern 'inlinside' 

Deng le kd.1 lem 61. 
PT they Barrive in river 

It's inside. 

They have already arrived inlat the 
river. 

Biern gel fir Ioan lefo yern kudd. Don't always tie the horse under the 
NEG,you,SG always @tie under coconut.palm that horse palm. 

Mydn b2 but hehek klohok ofi. 
m-sit-0 LOC base post near fire 

Gungolu udil sd6 Jalu lern law. 
Bhear.1 word pig other.side.of in cane 

He was sitting at the base of the post 
near the fire. 

I heard the squeal of a pig on the 
other side of (the river) in the cane. 
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Hilu dulik me W du, hilu How many times did we go upstream, 
howmany times we,= -m-go.upstream it howmany how many times did we go downstream, 

it had no end. 
dulik me moo1 du, hen dd sdnen. 
times we,= m-go.downstream it NEG,~~  it end.it 

M&6w me s&3 kedeng. We are going upstream later on. 
m-go we,= upstream by.and.by 

Lem frequently occurs as part of a place name: 

Lem Snblbn 
Lem Sembong 
Lem L@bn 

'in (the area of) Sn6l6n River' 
'in (the area of) Sembong Gully' 
'in (the area of) Gy6n  River' 

103  The dini set of  demonstratives as location subst i tutes  

For a review of the dini set of demonstratives, see section 53: 

h a t a  semgyok kuy dy6. May God take care of you all there. 
God -em-care.for  you,^^ there 

Hlbsi menwu dini ne. 
kXcontinue.you,sc m-inhabit here now 

Tek far buteng me difu. 
only four nights We,EX there 

You continue to live here now. 

We were only there four nights. 

A demonstrative from the dini set often occurs with a location indicated by a bP phrase and/or with a 
location word: 

Deng lanulbn dini bi Begabag. It has rained here at Bagabag. 
PT-0 -m-rain here LX Bagabag 

Gotu le nu difu ilem bi 
all they 6to.be there distant.helow LX 

M h n  Bukay. 
American White 

They all live there far below at the 
Americans. 

Deng mulik gu ddilu ileged. He has already returned from there far 
PT-0 m-return from there distant.higher.area up (in the mountains). 

10.4 T h e  e- prefix indicating motion toward a location 

The prefix e- indicating direction or motion towards the designated place can occur with the location 
marker, location words and location substitutes. 

(1) With location markers 

Bude 1nul6k ebi Sinolon ni. 

again.1 m-return orn,Loc Sinolon now 
I'm going to return again to Sinolon 
now. 
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(2) With location words 

Ke gele mbgbw e h ,  l i  gel When I always go halfway up into (the 
when always.1 m-go ~m,halfway.up NEG always mountains), I don't always see Mother. 

tonu ke Yi. 
B s e e l  IW Mother 

Bude mulik efefolu bl  Hitas. I'm returning again to the other side to 
again.1 m-return Dm,other.side Loc Hitas Hitas. 

(3) With location substitutes 

HgihPli kur edini. 
h-huny.you,sG wepu(po1ite) ~ r h h e r e  

Ken me edy6 he kedeng. 
Beat  we,EX Drqthere yet later 

Please hurry and come here. 

We'll eat later (upon arriving) there. 

11. Time 

A participant functioning as time occurs with all five focus types. Basically time indicates when the 
activity described by the verb takes place, but it may also indicate a certain measure of time. Although 
it is always a nonfocused participant, it frequently occurs before the verb when it is necessary to contrast 
it with some other time for clarification. 

11.1 Time words 

The following is a list of the most commonly used time words: 

bureng 
fer3an 
guns6 
halay 
hlafus 
Maw 
kemdaw 
kifu 
kirnel 
kuloy 

'twenty-four hour pcriod' 
'markevweek' 
'noon' 
'ricelyear' 
'morning' 
'sunlday' 
'noon' 
'night' 
'early afternoon' 
'late afternoon' 

As an e- prelii is used with location words to indicate direction towards, so there is an e- prefix used 
with certain time words, but it points backwards to the immediate past: 

ebureng 'DrR,twenty-four hour period' 
ekirnel 'DlR,early afternoon (yesterday afternoon early)' 
ekuloy 'DIR,iate afternoon (yesterday afternoon late)' 

Some of the time words in the above list occur with ni 'this': 

fedyan ni 'this week' 
halay ni 'this year' 
kemdaw ni 'this day (today)' 
kirnei ni 'this afternoon' 
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Numbers may occur with ni to indicate a future time: 

far ni 'four (days) from now' 
Iovu ni 'two (days) from now' 

The modifiers p 'before/ahead' and huli 'behindlafter' are used with the following time words: 

fedym gnu 'last weewmarket day' 
fedyan hu.4 'next week/market day' 
halay gnu 'last year' 
halay huli 'next year' 

Compounds are also used to express time: 

fi& ekimel 'yesterday morning' 
morning ~~~,early.af ternoon 

kdaw ehimel 'yesterday noon' 
sunlday Dl~ ,ea r ly . a f t e r~~~n  

m w n  bureng 'all night' 
s-1ate.afternoon.it 24.hour.period 

11.2 How time is indicated 

Time may be indicated by: (1) a time word occurring with bP; (2) a time word indicating a measure 
of time; (3) a ni set demonstrative with or without a time word; (4) by an adverb from the eginu class 
(see sec. 32.2(1)) with or without a time word. 

11.2.1 A time word with b2 

Lemw6f rekuy M udas fai hhfw. We'll all leave at four o'clock in the 
-em-leave we,lN LOC hour four morning morning. 

Bude mnagi M haloy huli. 
again.1 m-study LOC year after 

Soru kifu bd Rknd tungde be Afus. 

one night LOC Sunday Bsleep.1 LOC Afus 

I'll study again next year. 

One Sunday night I slept at Afus. 

D 6  M Juhy kgefeten yern sila Tboli. Maybe in July 'Iboli corn will be ready 
maybe LOC July k-reach.its that corn 'Tboli to eat. 

11.2.2 A measure  of t ime indicated 

Deng I h  butengen 16 rnken. 
PT three nightshe NEG rn-food 

Deng mukas sfold halayen ne. 
PT more.than ten year.it now 

SJiold J i i  bukngen nli fa. 
s-ten four night.he E-to.be up 

It's already three nights she hasn't eaten. 

It has already been more than ten years 
now. 

It was fourteen nights he stayed up (in 
the house). 
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Dd b f i n  huJi kg* bkadu. 
maybe month aRer k-reach avocado 

Maybe next month the avocados will be 
ripe. 

11.23 A ni set demonstrative with or without a t ime word 

Lelu ni kern mfas. I'm still at this time clearing a field. 
still1 this PL m-c1ear.a.field 

S h o u  hemdem kg, b&n ni. 
always.1 -em-think you& month this 

Sdn ni Wu ni id h e k e n  ah. 
just this night this NEG k-wearshe it 

I'm always thinking of you al I  this 
month. 

It's just tonight she's not wearing it. 

The demonstrative ni often occurs with the ke- prefut, forming the word kni a previoudpast time: 

Likoe kudi hani kegenu udi hi. I was afraid of horses in the past when 
5afraid.I horse still k-1ong.time.m~ little k-this I was still a child. 

Lumun yem tehe knawa me eb616em It's like our former attitude toward you 
like that former k-breath  ours,^^ DIR,PREP,~OU,SG in the Past. 

h i .  
k-this 

This kni form also occurs with the pref i  e- which indicates a direction towards a past time: 

tehe yu ekni 
previous that nrrt,k-this 

fehe benwu gnan ekni 
previous country beforeit D1R,k-this 

tehe knuu bP Kiainba ekni 
previous k-to.be LOC Kiamba DIR,~-this 

'a long, long time past' 

'in a previous country from before in 
times past' 

'when I previously lived in Kiamba in 
times past' 

Y a k  yem gna tehe h k i t  me Good (if it were like) that previous 
goodif that before previous k-pick.corn our,EX time we picked corn in times past. 

ekni. 
DIR,~-this 

11.2.4 An eginu set adverb with o r  without a time word 

Fene m6 ken kedeng. 
ID m-do food later 

Deng bud Iemwor koni. 

PT$ again -em-leave just.now 

Gu me b2 De~nfilan eginu. 
0-from we,EX LOC Dcrnfilan DIR,early 

I'm the one to cook rice later on 

She just now left again. 

We came from Dernrilan earlier (today). 



Bude m&6w bP Afus kem&w ni kedeng. 

again.1 m-go LOC Afus -em-day this later 

Ni Lemdaw ni eginu, kemlo me bt 
this -em-day this nm,early -em-weed we,= Loc 
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I'll go again to Afus later today. 

Earlier today we weeded in the ricefield. 

12. Negatives 

12.1 Types of negatives 

There are three negatives in 'Iboli: Id, bi and sundulsindu. 

12.1.1 The negative id 

La negates an action (a verb) or a descriptive (an adjective). It always precedes that which it negates, 
and it never attracts the pronoun actor to itself. 

(1) With a verb 

Ld, munge. I'm not going along. 
NFG m-go.alongl 

L i  benlay le do. 

NFG -en-give they me 

Ld, UIldnen du. 
NEC Btell.helshe it 

Li mawe. 
NEG &cold.I 

(2) With an adjective 

Li bongen. 
NEG big.it 

Lri bud buden du. 
NEG again again.he it 

~d bong gura me. 
NEG big g-get We,= 

They didn't give it to me. 

He/She didn't tell it. 

I'm not cold 

It's not big. 

He will not do it  again 

We didn't get much. 

Deng legen Id bud keslon le. It has been a long time their not seeing 
PT 1ong.time ~ f f i  again ke-s-see their each other. 

In the -e set of actor or experiencer focus pronouns (see sec. 4.1.1), the third person 
'heishelit' is indicated by the absence of a word to signify it, i.e., a zero pronoun. When la 
negates a verb using this zero pronoun, it borrows the equivalent pronoun -en from the non- 
focused -U set to fill the seemingly empty space: 
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lhaw. 
Bcold-5 

He/she is going along. 

Helshe is not going along. 

HeIshJit is cold. 

He/shJit is not cold. 

12.12 The negative 22 

The negative command bê  is used with verbs only, negating an action. It always attracts the pronoun 
actor from its regular position following the verb to itself, whether the pronoun is from the focused actor 
-e set or from the nonfocused actor -u set: 

B& dou. 
do.not.1 as.for.me 

Ei hebtang. 
do.not.you,SG he-fall 

&m hentaw lu. 
do.not.you,sc -en-amaze them 

B6en tafa nawa Ie do. 
do.not.it !&anxious breath they me 

As for me, I don't want to. 

Don't you fall. 

Don't you be amazed at them. 

They should not be anxious about me. 

12.1.3 The negative sundulsindu 

Sundulsindu negates nouns or noun substitutes. So in an equational sentence, it negates the noun or 
noun substitute functioning as the topic of the equation. The pronoun du 'helshelit' may occur after 
whatever is being negated: 

Sundu adat be Tboli du yd. 
not custom LOC 'Iboli it that 

Sundu kurnli Tboli du ni. 
NEC blanket Tboli it this 

Sundu uu gna tau. 
not you,SG first person 

Sundu yd hendernu. 
not that -en-think.1 

That is not a Tboli custom 

This is not a 'Iboli blanket. 

You are not the first person (in the 
world). 

That is not what I'm thinking 

Tngbnu sundu ni kun kbyb Dwara. I know that this is not God's desire. 
Bknow.1 NEG this his k-wantllike God 
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Sundu do du yem loloku kuL 
NEG mine it that 5teach.I them 

It is not mine that (teaching) I teach 
them. 

12.2 Negatives emphasized 

Negatives li and bE may be emphasized by three modifiers only: k6, dog and a b q .  

12.2.1 Ld emphasized by kd 

Kc3 only modifies Zd, but it occurs in this combination frequently. It adds the meaning of being very 
definite or very certain about something. When the actor focus -e set of pronouns is used, the k6 always 
attracts the actor pronoun from the verb to itself. When the pronoun for 'helshelit' is needed, the 
equivalent pronoun -en is borrowed from the nonfocused actor -u set. It, too, is attracted to !u'k 

Lri k& m6y6 mung. 
NEG INTJ m-want m-go.along 

I definitely do  not want to go along. 

Ke li mebeli ken, li k6i If you don't look for food, yon will cer- 
if NEG m-look.for.you,s~ food NEG INT,~OU,SG tainly not be able to eat. 

gemken se. 
g - e m - f ~ ~ d  EMPH 

Ld &n deng h u l 6 n  he. 
NEG m , i t  PT -m-rain yet 

La &n kdy6w he. 
NEG INT,it adequate yet 

It definitely has not rained yet 

It definitely is still inadequate. 

12.2.2 LA and b~? emphasized by dog 

The modifier dog modifies both Id and be. In some contexts i t  has the meaning of not being able to do 
something. In other contexts it carries the meaning of not wanting to bother about doing something-a 
"never mind" attitude. 

(1) With Id. 

When dog modifies the negative ld in a sentence requiring the nonfocused -u set of 
pronouns as actor, the pronoun actor always remains in the regular actor slot following the 
verb. It is never attracted to dog: 

LA? dog nwir le do. 

NEG INT n-bring they me 
They didn't bother to bring me along. 

Lri dog tngbnu du tn6 &ken me. I did not know what we would eat 
NEG INT JT-kn0w.1 it PREP k-food our,Ex 

Z.2 dog lulbnu du kul le Yg Bong. I didn't bother to tell i t  to them Big 
NU; ~NT$-tell.I it them PL Mother Big Mother and her companions. 

But when dog modifies a negative used in a senlcnce requiring the focused -e set of 
pronouns as actor, the actor is always attracted to dog. And, as has been noted before, when 
'helshelit' from this set of pronouns is needed, the equivalent pronoun -en from the non- 
focused -U set is borrowed: 
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Ld doge bud p E k  
NEG m , I  again g-return 

Ld doge bud md nmb. 
NEG INTJ again &do n-do 

Ld dogen mudil, t a b  neb. 
NEG m , h e  m-word just &silent 

I didn't bother to return again. 

I didn't bother again to do (any) work. 

He wouldn't speak, he was just silent. 

Ld dogen gefef kimel keWo Our weeding was over before early 
NEG m , i t  g-reach early.afternoon ke-weeding.too1 afternoon. 

me. 
our,= 

Ld do@ hol bud hligal yem tau That person who was our companion 
NIX INT,he INT again @happy that person was not very happy anymore. 

dumu me. 
companion Our,EX 

In the above examples where the focused -e set of pronouns has been attracted to the 
modifier dog, another change takes place if time, location, certain conjunctions, etc. occurs 
at the beginning of the sentence. These sentence initial participants not only attract the 
actor pronoun from dog, but they change it from the focused -e set to the nonfocused -u set: 

Wen se Mawu id dog m b  nmb. 
there.is EMPH day.1 NEX INT do n-do 

TKY kegenen dog mud21. 
INT k-long.time.his NEG INT m-word 

Ominu hlilil dog kmumu. 
then.] @lie.down NEG INT -m-blanket 

There were days when I didn't bother 
to work. 

It was a very long time he wouldn't 
speak. 

Then I lay down not bothering to use a 
blanket. 

(2) With b i  

As has already been noted, b2 may be used in sentences with either a focused or non. 
focused actor, and it always attracts the actor pronoun to itself: 

Biem dog lenles ne. Don't bother to change it now. 
NEG,you,SG INT -en-change now 

Bien dog mnagi abay se rofa Never mind (if) he studics because I'm 
NEc,he INT m-study because EMPH anxious very anxious about him. 

nawahu du. 
breathmy him 

Sometimes bP is dropped and dog is used by itsell: 

Dog mnagi ne. 
INT m-study-0 now 

Never mind ( i f )  he studies now 



Dog tenles ne. 
w -en-change now 
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Never mind changing it now. 

12.23 Bi? emphasized by abay 

The modifier abuy only modifies the negative bP 'don't', which is used as a command, a request or a 
warning. Abay adds a strong note of authority or urgency to this negative. As has already been said, bP 
always attracts the pronoun actor to itself, whether it is focused or a nonfocused actor. 

&i abay kmb! Don't jump down! 

&i abay m&bw hegrusakr Don't just go wandering around! 
do.not.you,sc m~ m-go heg-wander.around 

&m abay hnybt o !u%? 

do.not.you,sc INT -n-forget me QU 

Don't forget me, will you? 

EL2 ye abay hennC o d6 b2 kmou Don't ridicule me about my working. 
do.not you,PL INT -en-ridicule me EMPH LOC k-do.my 

nm6. 
n-do 

Bê  ye abay h u t 6  nawa yem nga ye 
do.not  you,^^ INT +hate breath that child your,PL 

'wogu. 
older 

Don't hate your oldest child. 

13. Questions 

Questions are formed either by using one of the question words (with or without the question particle 
de) or by adding the question particles (kb or M) to an ordinary statement. 

13.1 Question words 

There are nine different question words in l%oli, and they always occur at the beginning of the sentence. 
A sentence which uses one of these question words is called an interrogative sentence, and the word used 
in asking the question is called an interrogative pronoun. 

( 1 )  Tau du 'who/whose' (lit., 'person helshelit') 

Tau du se gel gnu rungb? Who is always the first one to go to 
person helshelit EMPH always first asleep sleep? 

( 2 )  Kilbn 'when' 

KiGn se kulikern du ? 

when EMPH k-return.you,SG it  
When is i t  you are returning? 
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(3) Gunulnd 'where' (lit., 'place') 

A noun or pronoun always follows this question word. The glottal stop is dropped when 
a singular pronoun is attached directly to the word: 

Gunri ye n3 &? Where are you living? 
place  you,^^ Bto.be QU 

Gunuhen n3 Ian be ni? 
plaecit B t o b e  path m c  here 

Nd se !a& du? 
place EMPH horse it 

Gun2 ye deng bud miba? 
place you,PL PT again -m-ricefield 

Where is the path here? 

Where is the horse? 

Where are you going? 

Where have you again made your 
rice field? 

Gund le Fining nd se la1 du? Where are Fining and the others living 
place they Fining 0-to.be EMPH them it as for them? 

(4 )  Tedu 'what' 

Tedu des le kern ngri ni? 
what sickness their PL child this 

(5 )  Boluy 'what' (lit., 'name') 

Bohyen de? 
name.its QU 

(6) Mb land 'how' 

M& lonoen se ye~n kdg6w ye? 
8-do k-doits EMPH that k-go your,PL 

(7) Moen 'why' 

Moen ke hnalii? 
8-do.he/she if -n-wound.you,sG 

( 8 )  Mohi du 'which helshelit' 

Muhi du ~naru? 
which helshelit m-win 

Muhi du bbl? le ke~ngis? 
which helshe PREP them -em-strong 

What is the sickness of these children? 

What is happening? 

What is your name? 

How was your journey? 

Why did you cut yourself? 

Which one won? 

Which of them is the stronger? 



(9) Hih 'how manyhow much' 

Hih mu kenf6 le? 
how.many people -en-catch they 
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How many people did they arrest? 

133 Question particles 

There are three question particles de, kt5 and k&. 

13.2.1 Question particle de 

The question particle de often occurs with all the question words, especially if they are used in isolation: 

B0hyt-n &? 
Gwuur mi &? 
Hilu & befaen? 
Kil6n &? 
Md lonoen & kuy? 
Moem &? 
Moen &? 
Nu &? 
Tedu &? 

'What is it? 
'Where is it? 
'How much does it cost? 
'When?' 
'How is it with you all? 
'What is your purpose?' 
'Why? 
'Where is it? 
'What is it?' 

13.23 Question particles kci and M 

An ordinary statement can become a question by adding either the k6 or ?& particle. The "ordinary 
statement" may be either a sentence using a regular verb or it may be a nonverbal sentence. 

13.2.2.1 The particle k6 

The question particle !u5 indicates that the questioner expects either a 'yes' or 'no' answer. It occurs 
following the actor or experiencer in an ordinary verbal sentence. It follows the comment in an equational 
sentence. 

(1) Verbal sentence 

Tngbn ye kii yem deng tonu? 
Bknow  you,^^ QU that PT Bsee.1 

Do you know what I saw? 

Deng mkb kii yem tehe senlaw Timud? Has Timud's former sickness been 
PT m-remove-@ QU that former -en-sickness Timud removed/hea1ed? 

Deng bud Ion ye ki yem sd6? 
PT again @see you,PL QU that pig 

Have you found the pig yet? 

Mdy6i kii ke wen rulbfiu kbm? Would you like it if I told you some. 
m-want.you,s~ QU if there.is 0-tell.1 you,% thing? 

Deng nauy ye kii? 
PT n-visit  you,^^ QU 

Have you visited him yet? 

(2) Nonverbal sentence 

Hyu kii arul ni? 

good QU idea this 

Is this a good idea? 
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Ni k6 @ y e  mi? 

this QU place  you,^^ Bto.be 
Is this where you live? 

SUM kwen le k6 ngd onuh? Are all my little chickens still alive? 
still k-thereis their QU child chickenmy 

Deng mabli ki khi? Has Kan' gotten fat? 
PT m-fat QU Kasi . 

With the existential wen 'there is', the question particle occurs following the comment 

Wen k6 tau hemsidek E m ?  Was there a person who hurt you? 
thereis QU person h-em-bad  you,^^ 

Wen kt3 bulungen yem mif6 lem ihgen? Is there medicine for a nosebleed? 
thereis QU medicine.it that m-blood inside nose.it 

But with the existential 'there is none', the question particle always occurs at the end of 
the question: 

Luen dd kuy tenduk kb? 
NEG,it it  you,^^ -en-sickness QU 

None of you are sick, are you? 

Laen deng mosok bZ nihin kb? None of his teeth have fallen out, have 
NEG,it PT m-fall.out LOC tooth.his Qu they? 

13.2.2.2 The particle k& 

The k& particle indicates that the questioner wants a 'yes' for an answer. It occurs at the very end of 
a regular verbal sentence, but in an equational clause it occurs following the comment. 

(1) Verbal sentence 

Hol ye gel mni hilt me bk &to I&? Always really pray to God for us, won't 
INT YOU,PL always m-ask PREP  us,^^ LOC  GO^ QU YOU? 

Bê  rekuy sek1ifd.t f i? 
NEG we,lN se-forget QU 

We won't forget each other, will we? 

Dena le ~ n a n ~ u y  msd. b2 yd. hun le Father and his household have already - - .  
PT they m-fetch hulled.rice LOC that him PL gotten some hulled rice from there, 

haven't they? 
Ma lu%? 

Father QU 

(2) Equational clause 

Deng deng ne lu% keklo Ye You have already finished now, haven't 
PT finish now Qu ke-weeding.too1 you,Pl. you, your weeding the peanuts? 

Iegasing? 
peanuts 
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Ni he k& hol tahu krulatem ebiliu? This is really your fust time to write to 

this yet QU really true k-letter.your D I R , P R E P , ~ ~  me, isn't it? 

14. Summary 

It was said in the introduction that learning a language well is a most exacting task. Now after having 
gone through this material, you know this fact by experience. In looking at 'Iboli as a whole, there are 
two basic hurdles that cannot be avoided by the learner. These are pronunciation and the focus system. 

Pronunciation is the hurdle for a Filipino learning l'boli, since Tboli has vowels that are not in most 
of the major languages of the Philippines seven vowels instead of the usual four. Another difficulty is the 
Tboli preference for only one or two syllables in a root word which results in double consonants at the 
beginning of a great many words. Another difference is the fact that stress on a root word always falls on 
the fmal syllable, a fact which does not change even when a pronoun suffx is added. These are differences 
that make it more difficult for a Filipino to master Tboli pronunciation. 

For an expatriate, the hurdle is the focus system, and this hurdle we are seldom able to clear 
completely. Even knowing the system does not always mean that we can use it correctly in speaking. 
Filipinos are well acquainted with the focus system. But the difficulty for them in learning Tboli is the 
fact that l'boli does not have the particles familiar to them to signal which participant in a sentence is 
in focus. It may be helpful to remember that the five different focus types in 'Iboli can be divided into 
two groups based on their similarities: experiencer and actor in one group; object, goal and instrument 
in the other. Of these five sentence types, the most frequently used are actor focus and object focus. 

The four pronoun sets are also divided into two groups: two functioning as substitutes for a focused 
participant, the other two for a nonfocused participant. Other basic factors to remember are: 

1. Only one participant can be in focus in a sentence. 

2. The affix on the verb (or the lack of an affix) designates the role the focused participant plays 
in the sentence. 

3. Substituting a pronoun for an unmarked noun or noun phrase will clearly reveal whether it is 
functioning as a focused or a nonfocused participant. 

4. Word order is fixed in Tboli. The position of a participant in a sentence determines its role in 
that sentence. Only a focused participant can be used in the preverb position. 

Since this is not an exhaustive study of Tboli grammar, it is to be expected that you will have questions 
that are not answered in this material. If you would like help with those questions, write the author at 
the Summer Institute of Linguistics, Nasuli, Malaybalay, 8700 Bukidnon. 
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