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0 INTRODUCTION

The following material was collected during the time 4th October
1974 to 16th November 1974, at Yabiru, near Ningil in the Western
Sepik District of Papua New Guinea.

The language is usually called Ningil because of its location,
but surrounding languages are classified according to the word for
'no'. If this was the criterion for naming the Ningil language, it
could be called the 'gal' language, although Laycock lists an alter-
nate word 'ral' which we did not record.!

It is a Sepik language of Melanesian stock, the Torricelli
Phylum and Wapei family.?

The language helpers we found most helfpul were:
Jakob Tallis M.H.A. from Ningil
Paskal from Yabiru

Thomas, Kaspar and Juliana from Nukamp.

There are approximately 500 speakers in the four villages:
Yabiru, Nucamp, Sepik and Ningil.

1. Pacific Linguistics Series B. No. 25, Laycock D.C. p.9.
2. TIbid. pp. 72,73.
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1 DESCRIPTION OF PHONEMES
Phoneme Chart

1.1.1 Consonants

Bilabial Alveolar Velar Glottal
Stops P t k ?
Fricatives P s g
Nasals m n n
Lateral 1
Trill T
Semi-vowels w y
1.1.2 Vowels

Front Central Back
High i i u
Mid € A (2)*
Low a

* See section 7.6 Unresolved Issues.
v typed as u in phonetic data, and + represents length. ~ means

fluction.
Description
1.2.1 Consonants

There are fourteen consonant phonemes in the Ningil language.
They contrast in point of articulation as to labial, alveolar, velar
and glottal, and in manner of articulation as to stops, fricatives,

nasals, lateral, trill and semi-vowels. In point of articulation the
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stops contrast as to labial, alveolar, velar and glottal. The fric-
atives and nasals contrast as to bilabial, alveolar and velar. The

semi-vowels contrast as to Dbilabial and alveolar.

In manner of articulation, the labials contrast as to stop,
fricative, nasal and semi-vowel. The alveolars contrast as to stop
fricative, nasal, lateral, trill and semi-consonant. The velars

contrast as to stop, fricative and nasal.
1.2.2 Vowels

There appear to be six vowel phonemes in the Ningil language.
(*See Unresolved Issues, section 7 for evidence of a seventh vowel.)
They contrast in tongue position as to front, central and back, and

high, mid and low. The front vowels contrast as to high and mid, and

the central vowels as to high, mid and low.

The high vowels contrast as to front, central and back, and the

mid vowels as to front and central (and possibly back).
2 PHONEME CONTRASTS

2.1 Consonants

/p/, /p/
The libial fricative /p/ contrast word initially, medially and finally
/paligi/ ['pala'gi] ['phala'gi] 'give me'
/pnligi/ ['pala'gi] ['balegi] 'close!
/gapri/ ['gapTi] [gaphfi] ‘breadfruit'
/gap¥i/ ['gapTri] ['gabTi] hrid!
/wap/ ['wap] 'night!
/yap/ ['yAp] ‘good (masc. plural)
/yi ynp/ ['yi 'ypnp] ‘myself'
/t/, /s/

The alveolar stop /t/ and the alveolar grooved fricative /s/ contrast
word initially, medially and finally.
/sag/ ['sag] ‘banana'

/tag/ [ttag] 'ground, underneath!
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/Tankitanik/

/warigisanik/

/mati?/
/misin/
/mit/
/mis/

/%), 18/ 12/

['fanka'tAnak] ['faoga'tAnek]

['wATiga'sano |

['mati®?] ['mat’i®?)

['misian]
[mi ]

['mis]
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'feathers'

'type of grass
cooked with taro!

'betelnut'’
'man'
'belonging to'

'cry (lst person
plural, 3rd person
plural masc.)

The voiceless velar stop /k/ and the (voiced) velar fricative /g/

contrast word initially, medially and finally.

Both /k/ and /g/

contrast with the glottal stop /?/ word finally. /?/ also occurs

word medially.

/kan/
/gan/
/kig/
/gig/
/pankalu/
/nigilu/
/naluki/
/paligi/
/sig/
/sik/
/wisi?/

/gnTeg/
/gnarik/
/p§lig/
/pilik/
/yig/

/yik/

['kan]  ['gnan]
['gan]

['ki%]  ['K"i%]
['gi’]

['pAnka'1lu] [phAogA'lu]

['niga'lu]
['nAlu'ki]

['pala'gi] [phala'gi]

['sig]
['si¥]

['wisia?]

[gn'Tig]

[gA'rik]

[ba'lig] [pa'lig]
.k .k

[ba'li ] [pa'li]

['yig]

['yiK]

'boy!
'brother'

'girl!

'ancestor'
'fingers (plural)’
'fish (plural)’
'epika'

'... give me'
'leaf!

'spear'

'sago beetle
(plural)’

'head (singular)'
thead (plural)'
‘cheek (singular)'
'cheek (plural)’

'typebof bamboo
(singular)'

'type of bamboo
(plural)’
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/lapi?/ ['lapie?] 'rib, side'

/pik/ ['pik] ‘yesterday'

/ma?/ ['ma?] - milk!'

/mek/ ['mek] [meik] 'sap of breadfruit
tree'

/ya?ey/ [ya?ay/ ['ya?ay] ['ya?ey] 'father!'

/na?ey/ /na?ay/ ['na?ay] ['na?ey] 'mother

The following three words need careful checking:

/1ng/ [1ag] ‘half!’
/1Ak/ ['lAk] 'pangal’
/1A2/ [1a2] 'plenty', 'mark
from a score'
'scar’
/m/
The voiced labial nasal occurs word initially, medially and finally.
/ma?/ [*ma?] milk'
/wim/ ['wm] ['wiam] 'two'
/namik/ ['nama ] ‘eye'’
/n/, /o

The voiced alveolar nasal /n/ and the voiced velar nasal /n/ contrast
word finally /n/ also occurs word initially and medially. /n/ and

/a/ sometimes fluctuate word medially contiguous to velar stops.

/nin/ ['-nin] '(subject person)
weave'

/nin/ ['nin] 'meat '

/gilan/ [*gilan] 'carry (one thing)'

/gilan/ ['gilan] 'carry {more than
one thing)'

/ganpi/ ['ganpi] ['gAnphi] 'coconut'

/nini/ ['niani] 'woman ancestor'

/panka¥t/ [*pankaf] ['phAqgaf] 'finger'
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/w/, B/
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The voiced labial semi-vowel /w/ and the voiceless labial fricative

/p/ contrast word initially and medially.

finally.

/wat/
/pat/
/wAp/
/ sawaku/
/yaw/
/walukaw/

/£, /1/, /n/.

['waf]
['par] ['phaf]
['wap]

['suwna'ku] [*suwa'kow]

['yaw]
['walu'kaw]

They both occur word

'house', tongue'
'coconut shoot'
'night'

'smoke' (tobacco)
'leg'

'animal (plural)'’

The voiced alveolar lateral /1/ contrasts with the voiced alveolar

trill /¥/ word initially, medially and finally.

/1/ also contrasts

with the voiced alveolar nasal /n/ word initially, medially and

finally.

/luwi/

/nuwey/
/1A2/ *

/na?/

/TA?/
/nipfi/
/niplay/
/gan/

/gnl/

/ gt/
/misiwaAnin/

/gilan/

[*'1luwi] ['1luwe]
['nuwey]
['1A?]

['na?]
['rA?]
['na'pFi]
[nep'lay]
['gan]
['gal]

['gAT]

['misi'wanan]

['gilan]

'frog'

‘'on top of'

'plenty', 'scar from
a sore'

'teeth'

'stand up'

'sky, cloud'

'brother!

'T stand up'
'woman'

'carry (more than
one thing)'

N.B. /1/ and /n/ sometimes fluctuate depending on the speaker

* yncertain.
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/y/
The voiced alveolars semi-vowel occurs word initially, medially and
finally. - 4
['yi] - "I
/ynmin/ ['yAman] 'good (singular
masculine)’
/biyu/ ['biyu] 'you (plural)'’
/neyu/ ['neiyu] 'two leaf!
/bay/ /bey/, ['bay] ['bey] tyou (singular)'
/yatay/ /ya y/ ['ya?ay] [ya?ey] 'father'
2.2 Vowels

/i/, /3/. /u/

The voiced high close central unrounded vocoid /i/ contrasts with both
the voiced high close front unrounded vocoid /i/ and the voiced high
open back rounded vocoid /u/ word medially. /i/ and /u/ also occur
word finally. They may be lengthened slightly, when they occur in

the word final position.

/sik/ ['s1%%] 'hand"

/sik/ ['sik] 'spear'’

/yik/ ['yik] 'type of bamboo'

Jyuk/ ['yu®] 'tail of animal
plural)’

/sig/ ['sig] 'leaf’

/wig/ ['wia ] 'type of bird'

g p

/wig/ ['wig] "bush'

/miki%/ ['me'ki¥]  [mo'kMif] 'ear!

/1luf puf/ ['1uf baf] [lur puf] 'sago leaf'

/yur/ ['yur] 'tail of animal
(singular)'

/lumbilu/ ['lumba'1lu] [*1umpa'lu] 'go (3rd person
plural feminine)'

/malu/ ['malu] [malu] ‘carrier for baby'

['¥1] "yt

/ni/ ['ni] ['ne] 'rain', 'water'
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/i), /A
The voiced high close central unrounded vocoid /i/ and the voiced mid

open central unrounded vocoid /A/ contrast word medially.

/sik/ ['sik] 'spear'
/sn?/ ['sA?] : 'pig!’
/gin/ ['gin] 'I am coming'
/gan/ [tgan] 'brother!
/lin/ ['1in] 'they come (feminine)}'
/1 n/ [*1 n}* 'half!'
/i/, /¢/.

The voiced high close front unrounded vocoid /i/ and the voiced mid

open front unrounded vocoid /e/ contrast word medially.

/sik/ ['si% 'hand "

/sek/ ['se%k] ['seki 'banana (plural)'’

/mek/ ['melk] ['me ] 'sap of breadfruit
tree'

/pik/ ['pi® "% tyesterday'

/wig/ ['wieg] 'type of bird'

/1e¥/ ['1e?F]  ['1e¥] 'ton (tree)'

/1lig/ ['1i%] 'type of breadfruit
(kapiak)'

/e/, In, /af.

The voiced mid open front unrounded vocoid /e¢/ and the voiced mid
open central unrounded vocoid /A/ contrast word medially. /n/ also
contrasts word medially with the voiced low open central unrounded

vocoid /a/.

/mek/ ['mek] ['meik] 'sap of breadfruit
tree'

/ma?/ ['ma?] 'milk!

/wa¥/ ['waf] 'house', 'tongue'

/WAY/ ['waT] '3rd person singular

(feminine) stand up'

uncertain
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/WET/ ['wer] 'kapur'

/1€E/ ["1e¥]  ['1e%F) 'ton (tree)'

/1a¥/ ['1a¥] 'knife'

/1AF/ ['1AT] '3rd person plural
(feminine) stand up'

/sn?/ ['sA?] 'pig'

/sag/ ['sag] 'banana (singular)'

/sek/ ['seik] ['sek] 'banana (plural)’

/pA?/ ['pA?] 'faeces'

/sa?/ ['sA?] 'pig’

/sapa?/ ['sapa?] 'type of bird'

/sA? A2/ ['sA?pA?] 'pig's dung'

3 PHONEME VARIANTS

Not all the fluctuations have been included in examples through-
out the paper. This is because they seem to occur at some times with
certain words, and not with others. We have recorded only ‘those

that we actuélly heard.
3.1 Consonants

The voiceless belabial fricative /p/ has two allophones.
/e/ [pl [p] The voiceless bilabial aspirated stop
[p] and the voiceless bilabial fricative
[p] fluctuate freely word initially and
medially.
/p/ fluctuates with /p/ finally wﬁen preceded by another /p/.
/pnakim/  ['pakem] ['phAkam] ['pAkham] ['phAkham] 'full!'

/ganpap/  /ganpap/ ['ganpap] ['gAnphAp] 'one' (masculine)
/p/  [p]
/) (t]
k
/x/ 7]

Each of the voiceless stopes /p/, /t/. /k/, has an unrealeased

allophone [p] [t] and [k] which occurs word finally.
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/p/
/t/

[r]
[t]
[t]
[k]
(k]

/k/

/ynp/

/pip/
/pATkan/
/tapapi/
/mit/
/pit/
/mati?/
/sik/
/maku/
/manku/

/pAnka¥/

/kan/
/kig/

3.2 Vowels
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[b] The voiceless stops may be slightly voiced
[d] initially and medially, especially fol-
[th] lowing nasals.

[g] The alveolar and velar stops /t/ and /k/
[kh] may be aspirated initially and medially.
['yAp] 'good (masculine

plural)’

['biP]  ['piP] 'white ant'

['paTkan] ['baFgan] 'she!

['tapa'pi [*daba'bi] 'small, few'

pa’p

['mit] plural possessive

['pit] [phit] Singular possessive

mati mat 1 etelnut

[ .e? [ h.a?] b 1 .

['sik} 'spear’

['maku] 'cold'

['mAngu] 'lst person plural
eat, '3rd person
plural {(masculine)
eat

['panka¥] [pAnaka¥] ['phAnakaf]

['pangaf] [ hAqgaf] 'finger'

P
['kan]  [gan] 'boy'
['ki%g]  ['Ki%] rgirl'

The voiced high close front unrounded vocoid /i/ has four

allophones,

/i/ (1]

(]

le]

The voiced high close front unrounded
vocoid with an offglide of the voiced
close central vocoid [ia] may fluctuate
with the voiced high open front unrounded
vocoid [] when followed by a consonant.
The voiced high close front unrounded

vocoid [i] sometimes fluctuates with the
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/puwi/

/yi/
/meli?meli?/

/sik/
/pik/
/wim/
/ta¥pin/
/lapi?/
/nini/

59

voiced mid close front unrounded vocoid

[e] word finally or preceding a /?/.

[po"we]

['ne]

[‘pouwi]
['ni]
['yi]
['me1i®?]  ['meli?meli]
[‘mele?mele?]

['siak]

[‘piek]
[‘wiem]
['tafpian]
['lapie?]

['nini]

['p":%%)
[*wim]

['thafphian]

['niani]

'where!
'water!
lIl

'slowly

'hand'
'yesterday'
'two masculine'
'soft’

'rib, side'

'old woman!

The voiced high close central unrounded vocoid /i/ has two allophones.

/&/ (e8]

/sik/

/pip/

/wig/
/namik/
/misiwani /
/yami?am/

N.B.

(2]

The voiced mid close central unrounded

vocoid [®] occurs in unstressed syllables

[#] occurs elsewhere.

['ss"]

['psP]  ['baP]
['wig]

['nAmek]
['misi'wanan]

['yama'?Am]

This analysis is extremely tentative.

Issues (Section 7.5).

'spear'
'white ant'
'bush'
'eye'
'woman'

'young man'

See also Unresolved

The voiced mid open front unrounded vocoid /e/ has three allophones.

It has an offglide of voiced high close front unrounded vocoid [el]

or the voiced low open central unrounded vocoid [eq] and tends to

fluctuate with these when followed by a consonant.
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/sek/ ['sek] ['seik] 'banana (plural)'
/mek/ ['mek] 'sap of breadfruit
tree'
/1e%/ ['1eF] ['1€%%) 'ton tree'
/Wer/ ['weT] 'type of spider!
N.B. /e/ tends to fluctuate with /a/ when followed by a /y/
/pey/  /pay/ ['pey]l ['pay] ['bey]
['bay] 'you (singular)’
/niplay/  /nipley/ [nep'lay] [neph'lay]
[nep'ley] [naph'ley] 'cloud, sky', 'type
of beetle!
/yatay/ /yaley/ ['ya?ay] ['ya?ey] 'father'
/naray/  /na?ey/ ['na?ay] ['na?ey] 'mother'
/ma?aybabi/  /na?eybabi/  ['na?aybabi]
['naey'babi] 'plenty!
/bayis/  /beyis/ ['bay,s] ['beys] 'big!

For variation of the phoneme /u/ see Section 7.6 Unresolved Issues

4 DISTRIBUTION OF PHONEMES

4.1 Consonants
4.1.1 Within the Syllable.
All consonants except /n/ occur in the onset slot of CVC and CV
syllables. All consonants occur in the coda slot of CVC syllables.
/pay/  /pey/  ['pay]  ['pey]
['bay] ['bey 'you (singular)'
/yi ynp/ ['yi 'yap] 'myself’
/nuwey/ ['nuwey] 'on top of!
/tapapi/ ['tapa'pi] ['daba'bi] 'small, few'
/melitmeli?/  ['meli?meli?]  ['meli®?me1i®?)
['mele?meli?] 'slowly'
/misiwanin/ ['misi'wansn/ 'woman'
/sik/ ['sik] 'spear
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['1uFf 'buf] ['1lur 'pur]

[K"i%]
[ma‘thig]

/yatey/ ['ya?ay] ['yaZey]

['plale'gi]

['gnbFi]

/lutr pur/

/kig/ ['ki%]

/mitig/ ['ma'tig]
/yalay/

/ynp/ ['yAP]

/mit/ ['mit]

/paligi/ ['pala'gi]
/gAl/ ['gAl]

/maku/ [*mAaku]

/pat/ ['paz]  ['p"aF]
/nam/ ['nam]

/mis/ ['mis]

/minik/ ['mienek]

/kan/ ['kan] ['gan]
/yi Ta?/ ['yi 'Ta?]
/gApTi/ ['gnpFi]

/yaw/ ['yaw]
/pitagiginti/

[be'?age'ginti]

4.1.2 Across Syllable Boundaries

There are no geminate consonant clusters

/p/ occurs first in cluster with /r/ and /1/

/gApTi/

['gApTi]

/sikam 'kana? kuplan/

['gabFi]

['sikam 'kana? 'koplan]

[*sikam 'gana? 'goplan]

/t/ occurs first in cluster with /w/.

/patwa /

['patwan]

['phathwao]
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'sago leaf'
tgirl!
'wife'
'father'

'good (masculine)
plural’

'possessive (plural)'

'subject person
give me'

lno'

‘cold!

'coconut shoot'
‘raw'

'1st person plural,
3rd person plural
(masculine) cry'

'true'

'boy!

'l stand up'
"mouth’

'leg'

'T will build'

'mouth’

'six!'

'blow!
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/k/ occurs first in cluster with /r/, /1/ and /w/.

/nik¥i/ ['nik¥i]
/wiklag/ ['wiklag] 'bamboo
/gimikwag/ ['gimok'wag] 'I am falling'

/?/ occurs first in cluster with /t/ and /k/.

/tu?tu?/ ['tu?tu?] ['thu?thu?] 'talk', 'custom'
/sikam kana?kuplan/ ['sikam 'kana?koplan]
['sikhAm 'gana?goblan]

/B/ occurs first in cluster with /n/, /1/ and /r/

/wapnimin/ ['wapna'min] 'morning'
/niplay/ - ['nep'lay] 'sky, cloud'
/waplig/  [‘wupli®g] 'sun'
/nip¥i/ [nep'Fi] 'star’
/gup¥i/ ['gupri]

/g/ occurs first in cluster with /1/ and /y/

/tiglig/ ['tiglag] 'hill!
/gigyam/ ['gigyam] 'I know', "I perceive'

/m/ occurs first in cluster with /p/, /t/ and /n/

/tampay ynp/  /tampey yap/  ['tampay 'yap]
['tambay ynap] ['thnmpey 'ynp]

['thAmbey 'yAp] 'yourself!
/nimpA¥/ ['nimpAT] ['nimba¥] tpitpit’
/namtak/ ['namtak] "swallow'
/gnmti/ ['gamti] 'T cry!
/gnmni/ ['gamni] 'sago roofing'

/n/ occurs first in cluster with /t/, /k/ and /p/.

/kintu?al/  ['kntu'?al]} 'stream'
/pankalu/  ['panka'lu] ['pAnka'lu]
['phAnka'lu] ['phAan'lu] 'fingers (plural)'

h
/gAnpap/ ['ganpap]  ['ganp aP] 'one'
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["ganpi]
[*mAnpa¥]

['gAnpi]
{*mAnbaf]

/ganpi/

* /manpar/
/n/ occurs first in cluster with /k/.

['wiqgknek]
['bookAnak]

/winkinik/ ['wiokknak]

/punkanik/ ['poQkAnak]
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'coconut'

'lizard’

'elbow (plural)’

'wrist!

/1/ occurs first in cluster with /p/, /t/. /k/, /B/, /g&/, /m/ and /w/

/gAlpku/ ['galpa'ku] ['gAlba'ku]
/walpin/ ['walpian] ['walbian]
/ligilteki/  ['ligal'te'ki]

['matkl'k(w)ok]
['mathklk(w)ok]

*  /matilk(w)uk/

/walkikal/ ['walk'kal]
/WATAlpi/ ['wA?1lpi]
/lupalgu/ [*1lupal'go]
/salmanig/ ['sAlma'nig]
/nalwuwaw/ ['nalwu'waw]

‘mumut '
'drip!

'jaw, chin’

'edible leaf (type)'
'chicken (plura;)!
'drum', 'kundu'

'stump of a tree
(plural)"’

'sand, beach'
'3rd person singular

(masculine) move'

/T/ occurs first in cluster with /k/. /p/, /s/ and /w/

/pA¥kan/ ['pATkan] ['baFgan]

/tafpin/  ['tafpi®n]  ['tMarp’i®n]
/na¥sursu¥/ ['naFsif'suf]
/wurwatuwan/ ['wuf'watu'wan]

/y/ occurs first in cluster with /p/, /xr/, /g/

/nataypapi/ /na?eypapi/ [na'?ayba'bi]
[nateypa'pi] ['nayba'bi]
/ya?ay¥am/ /ya?eyFfam/ ['ya?ayTam]

['ya?eyFam]

* Uncertain

'she!
'soft!
'move, flow (water)'

'3rd person singular
(feminine) chase'

['neypa'pi] 'many plenty'

'father (plural)'
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/w/ occurs first in cluster with /k/

/sawkey/

Vowels

['sawkey] ['sawlhey]

4,2.1 Within the syllable

'smoke (tobacco)'

All vowels occur in peak slots of CV and CVC syllables

/sik/ ['sik] 'spear'
/wig/ ['wig] 'bush!'
/sik/ ['s1%%] *hand'
/pik/ ['piak] 'yesterday'
/lu¥ pur/ ['1uf 'puF] ['1uT buf] 'sago palm leaf’
/luk/ ‘ ['luek] ['loak] 'sago (plural)’
/sek/ ['se%kj ['sek] 'bananas (plural)'
/mek/ ['ms1 ] ['msk] 'sap of breadfruit
tree'’
/sA?/ ['sA?] 'pig!
/WAT/ ['waT] '3rd person singular
(feminine) stand up'
/sag/ ['sag] 'banana (singular)'
/ma?/ [{'ma?] 'milk’
/mitig/ [me'tig] ['ma'thig] 'wife!
/paligi/ ['pale’gi] ['phale'gi] '(subject person)
. give me’

/yi/ ['yi] I,
/ya?ey/  [yaZay/ ['ya?ey] ['ya?ay] 'father'
/mAku/ ['maku] ['mAkhu] 'cold'
/nuwey/ ['nuwey] 'on top of'
/meli?meli?/  ['meli®?me1i®?]

[‘mele?'mele?] ['meli?'meli?] 'slowly!'
/beyis/  /bayis/ ['beyis] ['bayis] 'big!
/nAmik/ ['nAak] _ ‘eye!
/pAkim/ ['pAka;m] ['phAkh+ m] "full!
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4.2.2 Across syllable boundaries

There are no vowel clusters. (See Alternative Analysis, Section
8.2,

5 SUPRASEGMENTAL ITEMS
5.1 Stress

Stress tends to occur on the first and every alternate syllable

/sig/ [tsig] 'leaf!

/sag/ ['sag] 'banana’

/namik/ ['nAmak] 'eye'

/gmnpi/ ['ganpi] ['gAnphi] 'coconut'

/paligi/ ['pala'gi] ['phala'gi] '(subject person)
give me'

/tapapi/ ['daba'bi] ['taba'bi] 'small, few'

/misiwanin] ['misi'waAnen] 'woman'

/ligilteki/ ['ligal'teiki] 'jaw, .chin'

There are a few two syllable words where the stress seems to be on

the second syllable.

/gnTig/ [gn'Tig] 'head'
/pilig/ [pe'lig] [ba'lig] 'cheek!
/nip¥i/ [nep'Ti] 'star'
/niplay/ [nep'lay] 'sky, cloud'

When there is a prefix added, stress may be on the second syllable.
/poweg AT/ [pe'wegaF] [pha'welgAf] "tame’
(possessive prefix 'pa')

6 MORPHOPHONEMIC RULES

Nasals tend to assimilate to the same point of articulation as
the following stop. However, there appears to be some fluctuation

and some exceptions.
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/lumpilu/ ['lumpa'lu] [*lumba’lu] '3rd person plural
(feminine) go'

/yi gampin/ ['yi 'gambn] ['yi 'gampn] 'lst person singular

come.
/ganku/ ['ganku] ['gangu] 'l1st person singular
eat'
/naminkAT/ ['namen'ka¥] ['naman'ga¥] 'ant'
/yi gimnkita 'ti/ ['yi'ge'mnketa'ti] 'lst person singular
/g \nkiti/ ['gnge'Fi] 'centipede!
/Tankitanik/ ['faoga'tanak]

['fanka'thanek] 'feather (plural)'
/winkinik/ [‘wkog\nek] 'elbow (plural)’
/wupam 1ankam/ ['wupam '1Ankam] 'very dark'

/pAnkaf/‘ { 'pAnkaf] ['pAnaka¥]
['phAokaf] ['phAogaF] 'finger'
/manpar/ ['manbaf] [ 'mAnpa¥] 'lizard’

7 UNRESOLVED ISSUES

7.1 The following words need checking to see whether of not they

are exactly the same.

/na?ay/  /na?ey/ ['na?ay] ['naey] 'mother!'
/nalay/ etc. 'sit!
/na?ay/ etc. is a shortened form of:
/nama?ay/ /nama?ey/ [*namaA?ay]

['namA?ey] 'to be!

7.2 The following words need further checking for possible contrasts

/walik/ ['WAlak] "fire!

/walik/ ['WAlak] 'nail of finger'
/gnl/ ['gal] "no'

/gnl/ ['gnl] ['ga’1] : 'type of bamboo'

/yi nagal/ ['yi 'nagal] 'I'm afraid’
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Is the following one or two syllables?

['1ia¥] or ['liya¥] or ['1i%%]

/waysan/

67

'ginger!

['waysan] ‘'taro' may be influenced by pidgin.

7.3 We could not find any real contrasts between /p/ and /?/, or

between /t/ and /2/.

7.4 There are no unambiguous CC patterns. Yet there are certain

words which do not fit into the CV or CVC patterns.

['sangran]
['sangerk]
['nalanglal]
["plakFi]
['siyu'wanang]
['wipa'lek]
['bays] ['beys]
[sawkaqk]
['likla'yiqk]
[bi'bink]
['sualaqk]
['yatA'naok]
['matkl'kwak]
[wuming]

'type of banana (singular)’
'type of banana (plural)'
‘dry!

'type of bird'

tgirl! »
'(small) banana (plural)'
'big!

'smoke (tobacco)'

'type of bird (plural)’
'white ant {(plural)’
'poisonous snake (plural)'
'fly (plural)’

'edible leaf!

'type of bird'

7.5 We are still undertain as to whether [s] really occurs in some

words or whether it is merely a transition across syllable bound-

aries. e.g. /panka¥/

['panakaf]

[panga¥]

It could be that other phonemes tend to become [a] in fast speech.

We are still doubtful as to whether /i/ does become [2] in all un-

stressed syllables or whether it fluctuates. Further checking is

necessary.
[bi 'bink]
[tyata'an]

[pakem}  [pakim]

'white ant'
'fly'
'*full®
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['1o%]  ['1lu] "tree'

['pafo] ['paTow] 'dog (plural)’

['lipow] "lips (plural)'
[ 'luwow] 'frog (plural)’
['suwou] "thigh'

8 ALTERNATIVE ANALYSIS

8.1 The /a/ and /A/ distinction could alternatively be interpreted
as length. However, we have little evidence of length elsewhere.
/lumpilu/ ['lumpse'lu] ['lumba'lu] '3rd person plural
(feminine) go!

/malu/ ['malu] ['malu] 'carrier for baby'

These are about the only two examples we have. We have not found
contrastive length elsewhere.
The second reason why we chose the lower/higher distinction is because

it occurs in related languages, whereas length has not been found.

8.2 /y/ and /w/ may alternatively be interpreted as /i/ and /u/

respectively,

/patwan/  /patuan/ ['patwan] [phathwao]

['patuan] ['phathuao] 'blow’
/yaw/  /yau/ ['yaw] ['yow] ['yau] 'leg!
* (check) [liaT] ['liaf] ['liyar] ‘ginger!

/pay/  /pey/ /pai/ /pei/ ['pay] ['pey]
['pai]  ['pey] ['bay] ['bey]
['bai] ['bei] 'you (singular)'
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9 ORTHOGRAPHY

Phoneme Allophones Orthographic Symbol
/p/ [p] [v] [P] P
/t/ it] ("] [a] (%) t
/x/ K] (k" [e] [ k
/?/ [?]

I8/ p] [p"] £
[s] s

/g/ le] h
/m/ [m] m
/n/ [n] n
/n/ [n] ng
/1/ [1] 1
/T/ [¥] r
/w/ [w] w
[yl y

/i/ le] [i] [i°] [ i
/&/ [2] [a] ii
/u/ [2/ [u] [u®] See section u
8 Unresolved Issues

/e/ el ('] [ ¢
It [a] a

[a] a
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10 SAMPLE TEXT

Phonetic:
Phonemic:
Orthographic:
Free English:
Phonetic:
Phonemic:

Orthographic:
Free English:

yi ga'geni'pu 'tutu "mi© mi'ua?ay'ram 'meta'?ow
NS RN B

mi~ 'se"ki.

yi kiginipu tutu mit miya?ayfam miti?u

mit seki. '

yi kiihiinipu tutu miit miya'ayram miitii'u
miit seki.

I want to tell you a story about our ancestors.

'pna'neyl  ba'Fal lk'lap.
pinaeyil PiFal lilap/
finaneyil bPiiral 1lilap.

A long time ago they all used to fight.





