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O. Introduction

Thisis a grammar sjetch of Ngepma Kwumdi (Iatmul) based omn 3% years -
of study in the languége. Ngepwa Kwundi is spoken by approximately
8,000~‘peop1€ living in the Sepik District -of the Territdry of New
Guinea. '

Phonemea of Iatmul

Consonants: labial : alveolar . velar
vcl.8tops p £ k
prenasaliged stp.b €
fricatives v ‘8 N »
nasals m . n ny
- liquids w 1 y
‘.
Vowels: front central *
high i~ ii a
mid e 00 °
low : a

notes: /k/ non-initial becomes phonetically g ur'gl Non-initial /kk/
: . is pronounced as k |
/aa/ is pronm@unced as a?a
/ai/ is proncinced as a?i
/ei/ is pronounced‘as e?i
/1/'is pronuonced alternatively as a flap r or an 1



1.0. Seytences
T Definition of Sentence: A Sentence is a string of speech terminating
with Bentence Final Intonation. Examples of Sentence Final Intonation

are; 2-4 'statement', 3-1 'interrcgative', and 2-3 'emphasis'.

l.l. Chartyo of Sentence Types

INDEPENDENT DEPENDENT
__%Egmpound quotative|equative
NORMAL | KCS NQS NES NDS
EMPHATIC | ECS | BQs EES o EDS

Sentences are divided into two broad categorles, Dependent and
Independent. Independent Senterces :lways contain an internal Focus
Clause. Dependent Sentences may contain either an Object focus clause
(0C1), an Actor Focus clause (ACl), a clause in which the filler of
one of the peripheral slots lacks an obligatory included tazmeme,
or no verb:l forms. Dependent Sentences are of two types; Normal
and Emphatic, Normal terminating with either 2-4 or 3-1 intonation,
and Emphatic terminating with 2-3 intonation. Independent sentences
are divided into six types on the basis of a two dimensional system.
One dimension differentiates between Normal and Emphatlc sentences,
the other between compound, quotative and equative sentences. Normal

' Indeﬁendent Sentences terminate with either 2-4 or 3-1 intonation.
Emphatic Independient sentences terminate with en-Empmxativs either
a Normal Verb Phrase (V1) which has its Head slot (H) filled by am
one of the imperative verbs (lv,3v,sv, or wv), er a Negative Imperative
Verb Phrase (V5), plus 2-3 intonation. The quotative sentences obliga-
torily contain the string of speech being quoted followed by the quoet-
ative narker waa. The Equational Sentences contain conly an Equation-
al clause (ECl) or a Focus Equational clause (FECl). The compound sent-
ences contain none of these items obligatory to the other two sets
but contain an optienal Introducer (INF).
l.1.1. Dependent Sentences

Dependent aentences occur in the following distributions; responseé
to comments, continuations or expansions of previous utterances, or
interjections. Dependent sentences xe of two types; Normal and Emphatic.
Emphatic Dependent sentences consist of an interjection (interj) with
2~% 'emphatic' intonation. Nerméal Dependent sentences are characterized

by Sentence Final Sﬁz or 3-1 intonation.
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Dependent Sentence vagriants:
1. g;ll‘ . 'yes'
2, wun-na  taskwi-na ‘my wife's'
I-pos. woman-pos.

3. wgié ‘exclamation of surprise’

4, gay-a X yi-m~e;:£ 'Is it the house yYou are going to?!
house-focus go-you-fut-ext.foc.

5. gay-a yi-w—gﬁﬁa '*It is the hous: I am going to.
house~focus go-I-fut-ext.foc.

6. kwoWk 's11 right?"
good

7+ wun-nayii yoo-a 'It was 1 that came'(uttered in response to
I-focus come-ext.foce

the question ,"wWho came?")
l.1,2. Normal Compound Sentence (NCS)

The Normal Compound Sebtence consists of an optional Intrcducer
(INT) followed by three structural strings. The first such sgring

is optional in occurrence and consists of three units; an optional
sequence of up to 4 Relational Clauses (RCl), an cbligatory Indicative
Clause(ICl), and an obligatory unit consisting of either maa or

3-1 intonatign. The second strins is also optiunal and consists

of two units; another optional Sequence uof kelational Clauses (RCl),
and an obligatory External Predicate Focus Clause, either an
According to fact clause(AFCl) or a Cuntrary toc Fact Clause (CFCl).
The third string is obligatory to the sentence and consists of

three units; an optional dequence of Relational Clauses (RCl),

an obligatory Indicative Clause (ICl), and obligatory intonation,
either 2-4 'statement' or 3-1 'inte rogative.'

NCS= +INT +(RCls +IC1 4maa / 3-1)+(+RCls +AFC1/CFC1)+(+RCls+ICl+2-4/3-1)

variants:
1, +INT +RC1 +IC1 +RC1 +AFC1 +RC1 +Igl -

wuppa kla-laa yi-di mga yoo-1: b—a—/
therefd'm it—th élhailggée h v1%§
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literal translation: 'Therefore having sotten, they all having gone,
because. they 2 having come, went, having seen, he got.'

free translation: 'Therefure when they had all gotten, they went.
They having gone, he saw that they 2 had aiready come and gone,
Having seen this, he got it.'

1.1.3. Brphatic Compound Sentence(ECS)

The Emphatic Compound Sentence differs from the Normal Compound
Sentence in three ways; 1. the final clause is an Imperative clause
(ImpCl), 2. Sentence final intonmation is 2-3, and 3. CFCl may not
occur.,

VaIimeteirc1  +IC1 +RC1

1. awat kla-laa yi-di maa yoo-laa
g0 get-having go-they having come-having (since they 2 went)

+AFCl
yi-b-a-n

+RC1 +Imp Cl
eI g xixpEgekx vii-laa a-kla

see-having imp-get.

literal translation: So having gotten, they all having gone, because
they 2 having come, went, having seen get!'

free translation: 'So when they had all gotten, they went. They having
gone, see that they 2 had already come and gone! Having seen this
get it!’

l.1.4, Normal Quotative Sentence (NQS)

The Normal Quotative Sentence differs from the Normal Compound Sentence
in four ways; 1. Introducer (INT) does not occur, 2. The string of
speech being quoted obligatorily occurs sentence initially, 3. The
quote marker was obligatorily occurs immediately following the quoted
string, 4. The clause following waa may contain only a limited set of
verb roots. i.e. wa- 'say', but 'tell', waksla- 'ask', gabu- 'discuss’,
wale-'shout', yelaviit- 'think', kigela- 'scream', gla- 'cry'.

NQS= +qtd.string +waai(zBCIB+ICl+maa/3-l)1(1RCIB+AFC1/CFCI)3(€R017+IC§
| +2-4/3-1
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%

- + qtd string.we+ RC1 +IC1l +3-1 +RC1 +AFCl
yakwa waa wa-las yi-di yoo-laa yi-b-a-n
come! qt.mke. say-having go-they come-having go-they2-ext.-pred.
+RC1 ' +IC14+3-1
vii-laa kla-dii

see-having get-they
fcome!"
literal translation:'Having said Xxmme®, they all having gohe, because

they 2 having come, went, having seen, did he get}'

free translation: when they all had s:id, "come!" they went. They
having gone, did he see that they 2 had already come and gone? Did
he see this and then get it?'

1.1.5. Emphatic Quotative Sentence (EQS)
The Emphatic Quotative Senternce differs from the Normal Quotative
Sentence in thee ways; 1. "he fingl item in the sentence is an

obligatory Imperative Clause(ImpCl), 2. Sentence final intonation
is 2-5, and 3. CEC1l may not occur.

EQS= +qtd.string+waa+(+RCls+ICl¥maa/3-1)+RC18+AFC1l)+(+RCls+ImpCl+2-3)

yakwa waa wa-laa yi-di maa yoo-laa yi-b-a-n
come qbt.mkr. say-having goEﬁg}*ﬂiving come-having go-'hey-2-ext-pred.

vii-~laa a-kla

see-having imp.-get

literal translation: 'Having said "come?", they all having gone,
because they 2 having come, went, having seen get!'

free translation: When they all had said, "come!", they went. They
havins: gone, see that they 2 had already come and gone! Having seen
‘this.zet it!'

l.1.6 Normal Equative Sentence
The Normal Fquative Sentence consists of an Equational Clause(ECl)
with either 2-4 or #Z 3-1 intunation.

NES= +ECl+2-4/3%-1
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1. wun du wun 'i am a man.'
' 3~ 1
2. Wun du wun 'Am I a man?'

l.1.7. Emphatic Equstive Sentence (EES)

The Emphatic Equative Sentence consists of a Focus Equational Clause
(FEC1l) with 2-3 intonation.

EES= +PECl +2-3

1. koon dg:é 'That is a man' .
that man-focus

2.0 Clauses

Definition of Clause: A Clause is a string of speech containing ¥ a
word or a phrase manifesting a predicate or predicate=ilike functicn
with respect to the rest of the string.

2.1. Chart of Clause types.

Label ref. no.
Imperative. . . . «. « « . . .ImpCl 2.1.1.

nternal Focus <<i

Inddcative. « « ¢« « ¢ ¢ o « IC1 2.1.2.

~ Actor FOCUBe o« o ¢ ¢ o « « o ABL 2.1.3.
bje¢t Focus. . . ¢« ¢« ¢ . « .0Cl 2.1.4,

"\ External Focus Predicate Focus(acc.to fact).AFCl 2.1.5.
Predicate Focus(cont.to fact)CFCl 2.1.6.

'Relational FOCUB. ¢« ¢« ¢ o 2 « o « « o o« o oo« o RCL 2.1.7.

2.1.8.
OCUS: [ ] L] [ ] [ ] [ ] [ L 2 L4 * . [ ] [ ] [ ] [ ] . * [ ] L] [ ] [ .PEC]. 201.9.

In this chart clauses are first divided into Active and Equative. In
the former a verb always occurs, in the latter never. It is conven-
ient to think of Iatmul Active clauses as consisting of a nucleus and
a periphery. The nucleus consists of the Prédicate Slot (P) and the
periphery the other slots. The features distinguishing the various
types of Active clauses are their nuclei and the distribution of the

clauses within orher structures. The clauses in this chart are arranged

to parallel the chart of verb roots and affixes (4.1.11.2.)

Active clsuses exhibit a three-way distinction as to focus between
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Internal Focus, Relational Yocus, and External Focus.

Internél Focus clause nuclel may constitute an Independent Sentence.
Neither Relational nor External focus clause nuclel may do so. Re-
lational Focus nuclei are always followed by an Internal or External
Focus clause nucleus and indicate a space-time relationship between
the nuclei. External Focus clause nuclei always focus on some item
outside the nucleus.

External Focus xmx Clause nuclei are ¢f three types; Actor Focus (ACl),
focusing un the Actor Slot (A), Object Focus (0OCl), foeusing on the
object slot (o), and Predicate Fucus, focusing on an Internal Focus
clause nucleus which obliratorily fol ows. ihere are two types of
External Predicate Focus Clauses, According to Fact,(AFCl) and Contrary
to Fact,(CFCl). Predicate fucus semanticaliy resembles a cunditional
construction,

Equative Clauses are of two types, Focus and Non-Fucus. Focus Equatives
contain an Equative Subject(ES) slot filled by a denonstrative or a
wronoun and an Equ .tive Predicate (EP) slct filled by a Focus Relator-
Axis Phrase (FRA). Non-Focus Equaiive Claucses have the ES filled by a
pronoun and the EP filled by a Houn Phrase (N).

The chart of clause tvpes makes no aliowance for the traditional dis-
tinction between Transitive and Intransitive. There is a ccrrelation
between the optiounal occurrence of Object Slot(0) in the periphery and
a unique set of verb roots in *he nucleus. lhis restrict:.cn is consi-
dered to be semantic rather than structural since the distinction

does not appear elsewhere.

2.l.1l., Imperative Clguse (ImpCl)

The InperatiY slause consists of an optiunal Time slot(T) filled by

a Noun Phrase, an Apnpositional phrase (AP), or a Serial Phrase (SP).
Thisis followed by an optional location slot (L) filled by either a
ILocation-at Relator-Axis Phrase (LARA), a Location-toward Relator-Axis
(I#RA), a location noun (1n), or a Location Serial Phrasefx® (SPl).

This is followed by an optional actor(A) slot filled by an Actor Relator=
Axis Phrase (ARA), of an Appositicnal Phrase(AP) which has its Head(H)
slot filled by ARA, followed by an optional Accompaniment slot(Ac)filled
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* by an Accompaniment Relator-Axis Phrase (AcRA), #phig is followed

aby an'p optional Goal slot (G) filled by a Goal Relator-Axis Phrase
(GRA). Thix is followed by an optional Object slot (0) filled by a
Noun Phrase(N), a Serial Phras~ (SP), or an Appositional Phrase (AP).
This is followed by an optional Instrument slot (Ins) filled by an
Instrument Relator-Axis Phrase (IRA). This x is followed by an optional
series of Manner slots (Ma) filled by adverbs (adv). There are never
more than two Mas in a row. These are followed by an obligatory
Predicate slot (P) filled by either a Negative Imperative Verb Phrase
(V5), or a Normal Verb Phrase (V1) which has its head slot (H) filled
by an imperative verb (lv,3v,sv, or wv)

The order of slots in the periphery is not rigid although the
formula represents the usual order. The rigidity of order increases
as the number of tagmemes increases. The maximum clause expansion
found in text is seven ruxxmmEmx tagmemes.

ImpCl= :T:N/AP/SP:L:LAPA/LTRA/ID/SPIIA:ARA’APIAO:AcRA:G:GRA:O:N/SP/AP

+Ins:IRA +Mas:adv +P:V1/V5

variants:
1. +T:N +L:LARA +A :ARA +Ac:AcRA +G:GRA +0:N +Ins:IRA
kinya gay-ba miin-awi dii-na-nsla 1liin-koot waaloo kula-ba

tomorrow house-at you-actorMhe-pos.-with she-for dog axe-with

+Ma :adv +P:V1.

wmt yikuba a-viyoo
well imp-hit

'Tomorrow you and he hit the dov well for her with an axe in the house!

2. +L:ILTRA +Ma:adv +Ma:adv +P:V1
gay—budt kwiyootapman yikuba yi-li
house-to quickly carefully go-lst person dual imperative

'Lets go to the house quickly and carefully.'

5- +A:AP +P:v5
miin-awi nyiin-no ke- yi-koo
you‘man—acitr you woman-actor no- go-ing

C e
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'you twog man and wohan, don't go.'

4, +L:ln +P:imp v
~ Ukarumpa a-yi
Uksrumpa imp-go

'‘go to Ukarumpa.'

5.+T:§§2 3.0 32 5_2+P: vVl
moodinyoo gan noodinyoc gan a-yi

day night day night imp-go

'go day and night.'

6. +T:AP +P:V1
2-3 2-3
woon noodinyoo niima no.dinyoo yi-1li
that day big day go-1st pers. dual imp.
‘on that day at noon, let's us 2 go!'

7. +L:SP1 +P:V1
3-2 5=2
Wewak Brugnowi a-yi
" "

imp-go
'go to Wewak and Brugnowi!"

8. +0:AP +P:V1
2 3 2 3
wun-na da apma da a-kla

I - pos.thing good thing imp-get
'take my good things!'

9, +0:8P, +P:V1
3=2 5=2
béok kooboy a-sii
pig snake imp-shoot

'shoot the pig and the snake!'
201.2. Indicative Clause (IC1l)

The Indicative Clause contains the same peripheral items as the
Imperative Clause. The Nucleus is different im that the Predicate

—— i e — e =
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(P) slot is filled by a Normal Verb Phrase (V1) with its Head slot

(H) filled by an indécative verb (iv).

variants:

l. +T:N +L:LARA +A:ARA +Ac:AcRA +G:GRA +0:N +Ins:IRA
napa gay-ba wun-nawi dii-na-nala liin-koot wasloo kula-ba

yesterday house-at I-actor he-nos.-with she-for dog axe-with

:ya:adv +P:V1.
ana viyou-a
notshit-we two

'Yesterday he and I did not hit tne aog for her in *he house with an

axe.'

2o +G:GRA +P:V1.
kooda-koot viyoo-a
who-for hit-we 2

'For whom did we two hit?q'
(The above variant has not been considered a different structural type
from ICl as there is only one difference; a different mnember of the
filler class fills the peripheral slot, in this case, the Goal slot
(G). There is no difference in intunation.)

2.1.3. Actor Focus Clause (ACl)
The Actor Focus Clause contains the same peripheral items as Imperative

Clause (ImpCl) with one exceotion; Actor (A) slot is obligatory and
filled by either a Fucus Relator-Axis Phrase (FRA) or an Appositional
Phrase (AP), the first head (H) of which is filled by an FRA. The
Predicate slot (P) of ACl is filled by a Normal Verb Phrase (V1)
which has the Head slot (H) fiiled by an actor focus verb (av). The
Actor Focus Clause occurs in two environments; 1. it may constitute

a Dependent Sentence, and 2. it may fill Modifier slot (M) of a Noun
‘Phrase (N), as in variants 4 and 5.

varimts:
l. +T:N +L:LARA $A:FRA +Ac:AcRA +G :GRA +0:N
napa gay-ba wun-nayii dii-na-nala 1liin-koot waalco

yesterday house-at I-actor he-pos.-accomp. she-for dog

s riRt—sMaraty—rupd V]
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+Ins:IRA +Ma:adv i 4P:V1.
kula-ba yikuba viyoo=-a
axe-with well hit-ext. focus

'It was I alonz with him who yesterday hit the dog well with an axe
for her in the house.'

(Such a sentence would be uttered in response to the question, “Who
was it that alons with him b t the dog well with an axe for her in the

house?™)
2. +L:LTRA +A:AP +P:V1.
gay-lheol wun-nayii dii-ﬁggi yi-a
house-to I-focus he-actor go-ext. focus

'It was he and I that went to the house.'
(This sentence would be uttered in response to the question, "He and
whe else went to the house?")

3. +A:FRA +P:Vl.
du-a yoo-a
man-~focus come-ext. focus

'It was the man that came.'
(This sentence would be uttered in response to the question, "Who came?")

4, +M:AC1 +H:n
yoo-a vaaloo ‘*the canoe that came}
come-ext foc. canoe

5. +M:AC1 +H3n

wun-nai yoo-a vaaloo '‘the canoe I came in'

I-focus come-ext. focus canoe
2el.4. Object Focus Clause (OCl)
The Object Focus Clause contains the same peripheral items as Imperative
clause with one exception; the optional Object slot (0) is obligatory
and filled by a Focus Relator-Axis Phrase (FRA). The predicate slot (P)
of the Object Focus clause is filled by a Normal Verb Phrase(V1l.) which
has the Head slot (H) filled by an object focus verb (ov). The Object
Focus Clause has twc distributions; 1. it may constitute a Dependent
Sentence, and 2. it may fill the modifier slot (M) cf a Noun Phrase(N),
as in variant 4.
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variants:
1. +T:N  +L:LARA +A:ARA +Ac :AcRA +G:GRA  +0:FRA

napa gay-ba wun-nawi dii-na-nala 1liin-koot boot-na
yesterday house-at I-actor he-pos-accomn. she-for nig-focus

+Ins:IRA +Ma :adv +P:V1.
kula-ba yikuba viyoo-w-a
axe-with well bit-I-ext. focus

'Yesterday along with him it was a pig that 1 hit well for her with
an axe in the house.' (This sentence would be uttered in response to
the question, ¥What did you hit for her well in the house yesteruay
along with him?")

2e +A:AP +0:FRA +P:V1,
wun-nawi dii-no boot-na viyoo-li-a
I-actor he-actor pig-focus hit-we 2 -oxt. fcec.
'It was a pig that he and I hit'
(This would be uttered in response to the question, "what aid you and
he hit?")

5. $O:FRA +P:V1.
boot~-na viyoo-j-a
pig-funus hit-they-ext.foc,
‘It was & pig they hit.
(This would be uttered in response to the question, "what did they hit?9
x$.
4, x¥xe¥x +M:0C1 +H:n
viyoo-w-a boot
hit-I-ext. foc. pig

‘ihe pig I hit' (note: only viyoo-w=a manifests 0OCl.)

2.1.5. Accordine to Fact Predicate Focus Ciause (AFCl)

‘he According to Pact rredicate Focus clause contains the same
peripheral items as the Imperative Clause and the rredicate siot . P;
is filled by either an sccording to fact verdb (afv) ¢r an accurding

to fact verb phrase (V2). The nucleus of this clause fucuses on the
nucleus of the obligatorily foll!owing Internal Focus clause.
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" vaeriants:
1. +T:N +L:LARA +A:ARA +Ac:ACRA +G:GRA  +0:K  +Ins:IRA +Ma:adv.
kinya ray~ba wun-nawi dii-na-nala liin-koot waaloo kula-ba yikuba

tomcrrow house-in I-actorhe-pos-accomp she-for dog axe-with well

+P:afv
viyoo-w-ey-a-n
hit-I-fut-ext.foc-pred.foc.

‘tomorrow 1 along with him when I hit the dog well for her in the
house with an axe... (ithis is obligatorily followed by an Internal

focus clause such as yi-kiyvou-dii 'he will goe')
go-fut-he
2. +L:ITRA +A:AP +P:afv
bo v v 34

gay-at wun-nawi dii-no yi-l-ey-a-n
hcuse-to I-actor he-actor go-we 2-futq-ext.foc-pred.foc.
'‘when he and I go to the house...' (This is obligat.rily followed
by an Internal focus clause such

as; yi-kiyoo-dii 'he will gos'
go~fut-he

2.1.6. Contrary to Fact Predicate Focus Clause(CFCl)
The Contrary to Fact Predicate Focus Clause contains the same

peripheral slots as Imperative Clause, and the Predicate slot (P)

is filled by a contrary to fact verd phrase (V3). The nucleus of

the clause focuses on the nucleus of the obligatorily following
Internal Focus Clause, the predicate slot (P) of which is obligatorily
filled by a contrary to fact internal focus verb phrase.

variants:

l. +T:N +L:LARA +A:ARA +Ac:AcCRA +G:GRA +0:N +Ins:IRA

napa gay-ba wun-nawl dii-na-nala 1liin-koot waaloo kula-ba
yesterday house-at I-actor he-pos-with she-for dog axe-with

+Ma :adv +P:V3
kwiyootapman viyookoo yi-w-a-n
quickly hitting go-I-ext.foc-pred.foc

'Yesterday I along with him, if I had hit the dog for her guickly with

an axe in the house...' (This is obligatorily followed by an Internal
« Focus clause with the predicate (P) slot
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filled by a contrary to fact Internal
focus verb phrase (V4), such as;

vii-kco yi-dii 'he would have seen'
see-ing go-~he
Free translation:'Yesterday, if I had gone slong with him snd hit the

dog for her quickly with an axe in the hcouse, he would have seen it.'

2. +L:LTRA +A:AP +P:V3 =Rxifx
gay-at wun-nawi dii-no yoo-koo yi-li-a-n
house-to I-actor he-actor come-ing go-we 2-ext.foc-pred.foc.

'If he and I had come to the hcuse...' (This is c¢bligatorily followed
by an Internal Focus clause

with the predicate filled by V4
such as; 'vii-koo yi-dii'
‘he would have seen'
Free translation:'If he and I had come to the huuse, he would have
seen it.'

2,1.7. Relational Focus Clause (RC1l)

Relational Focus Clause contains the same peripheral items as Imperative
Clause and the Predicate slot (P) is filled by a Normal Verb Phrase

(V1) which has the Head slot (H) filled by a relational verb (rv).
Relational Focus clauses are obligatorily followed by another clause,

variants:

l. +T:N +L:LARA +A:ARA +Ac:AcRA +G:GRA +0:N +Ins:IRA
napa gay-ba wun-nawi dii-na-nala liin-koot waalos kula-ba

yesterday house-at I-actor he-pos.-with she-for dog axe-with

+Ma gadv +P:V1  iyesterday I along with him having hit the dog
yikuba  viyoo-laa .. per well in the house with an axe...' (%his
well hit-having ,u1d be followed by another clause such as
yi-wun 'I went'
go-1
2. +L:LTRA +A:AP +P:V1.
gay-at wun-nawi dii-no yi-las

house-to I-actor he-actor go-having
'He and I having gone to the house...' (This would be followed by
another clause such as;yi-a
“we 2

g9

'we two went'
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" 2.1.8. Non-focus Equétive clause (ECl)

The Non-Focus Equative Clause consists of an obligatory Equational
Subject slot (ES) filled by a pronoun (pro), followed by an obliga~
tory Equational Predicate slot (EP) filled by a Noun Phrase (N)
folluowed by another oblifgatory ES slot filled by the same pronuun as
the first ES slot.

ECl = +ES:pro +EP:N +ES :pre
variants:
l. wun du wun 'T am & man'

I man I

2.1.9. Focus Equative Clause (FECl)
The Focus Equative Clause consi ts of an optional Equative subject

slot (ES) filled by either a demonstrative (dem) or a promoun (pro).

This is followed by an obligatory Equative Predicate slot E® (EP)
filled by a Focus Relator-Axis phrase (FRA). when FRA fills the EP

slot of FECl a pronoun never fills the Axis slot (A) of FRA. (See 3.1.11)
FECl= + ES:dem/pro +EP:FRA

variants:
1. koon Dboot~na *that is a pig'

that pig-fogus
2. agwi Dboot-na 'that over there is a pig'
over there pig-focus
3. wun niima-na 'T am big'

I big-focus

4, wun-na-na (note: no ES slot occurs in this variant)

I-pos.focus

5.0 Phrases

Definition of a Phrase: A Phrase is a string of epeech containing a
nuclear item and accompanying peripheral items which either expand on
the nuclear item or relate it to the higher level string ¢f which the
phrase is a constituent. Several such expanded nuclei may be joined
into one phrase. ‘
3.1. Chart of Phrase tvpes
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LABEL ref.no.

ormal Verb Phrase V1l 3.1.1,

Acc.to fact Verb Phrase Ve 5.1.1.

Verba / ont.to fact Verb Phrase V3 3.1.1

ont.to fact Int.Foc.Verb Emse V4 3.1ele

egative Imperative Verb Phrase V5 3¢lele

un Phrase N 30le2e

exd-Modifi djective Phrase Adjl/Ad325.1.3.
Xagnkizoeknwarxad IERX Pxkxix

§ gsessive Phrase Py Selelte
S ocation-toward LTRA 3¢1.5
E ocation-at LARA 3¢1le66
ctor ARA 3¢lee

Relator-Axi& Accomnaniment AcRA 3.1.8.

oal GRA 3¢1le90

nstrument IRA %¢1.10
ocus FRA Jelelle

Serial Phrase Sp/SP1l 3.1.126
ead~-BHes ppositional Phrase AP 5¢1l.13

umeral Phrase NU 3.1.14,

Phrases are divided as to internal structure intoc Verbal ,Head-Modifiey
Relator-axis, and Head-Head types. Verbal Phrases typically contain
one or more obligatory slots which, with the exceptiun of V5, are fillea
by items containing verd roots. Head-Modifier phrases typrically contain
an oblizatory Head slot (H) with accompanvinz optional modifiers.
Relator-Axis Phrases typically contain an obligatory Axis slot (A)
filled by the principal item and an obligatory Relstor slot (R) filied
by a clitic which shows the relation of the principal part to the rest of
the string within which the phrase is mx distributed. Head-Head khxamx
Phrases typically contain two obligatory Head slots (H) with accompany-
ing modifying slots. In the above chart TABEL re ers to the phrase
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.name in the form it will appear in formulas. ref. no. refers to the
- section under which the particular phrase will be described.

-3,1.1. Verbal Phrases (V1),(V2),(V3),(V4a),(V5).
Although all the verb phrases have typological similarity they have been

divided into five tynes on the basis of internal structure and distrib-
ution. The typicsl slots of Verb Phrames are; Negative (Neg), Purpose
%ﬁx (Purp), Means (Means), and Head (H). One or more slots are always
obligatory. In the following Verb Phrase formulas vr denotes any verb
‘;oot and afv denoted an according to fact verb. Verb root plus -lapaman,
-vat, or -koo constitute a class of verbs called auxiliary verbs (axv)
(-see4.1.11.2.) .

Verb Phrase Formulas

Vl= +Neg: vr+ -lapman +Purp: vr+ -vat +Means: vr+ -koo +H:any verb except
afv

V2= +Neg: vr+ -lapman +Purp: vr+ -vat » +H:afv in future
_ tense

V3= +Neg: vr+ -lapman +Means: vr+ -koo +H:afv 1n past
tense with vr
obligatorily
yi- ‘o’

Vi= +Means: vr+ -koo +H:Internal Focus
verb with vr
obligatorily
Ii- 'go!

V58‘+Neg: ke +Means: vr+ -koo

Distribution of Verb Phrases

V1 fills Predicate slot (P) of Internal Focus, Relational Focus, Object
Focus and Actor Focus clauses; (ImpCl),(ICl1l),(RC1l),(0Cl),(ACl).

V2 fills Predicate slot (P) of According to Fact Clause (AFCl).

V3 fills Predicate slot (P) of Contraty to Fact Clause (CFCl).

V4 fills Predicate slot {P) of any Internal Focus Clause (ImpCl),(ICl),

which follows a Contrary to Fact Clause (CFCl).
V5 fills the Predicate slot (P) of an Imperative Clause (ImpCl).
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variants:
of Vl:
" vii-lapman kla-vat yi-koo kla-dii.
see-without get-to go-ing get-he

'Wighout secing (it),in order to get (it), by mesns of going, he got (it).'
of V2:

vii-l:ipman kla-vat ;i-d-ey-a-n
see-without get-to go-he-fut-ext,foc.=-pred.foc.

1If he goes to get (it) without seeing (it)....'

of V3:
vii-lapman kla-koo yi-d-a-n
see-without get-ing go-he-ext.foc-pred.foc.

'If he had gmékem gotten (it) without seeing (it)eseeess’

of V4:
kwi-koo yi-wun
give-ing go=-1
‘eee..l would bhave given,'
of V5:
ke kwi-koo
no give-ing

'No #iving!/Don't give!'

3.1.2. Noun rhrase (N)

Noun Phrase (N) consists of the following tagmemes: an optional posessive
slot (Pos) filled by a Pusessive Phrase (PP) or & Demonsirative slot (Dem)
fillea by-a demonstrative (dem). This is foliowed by an optﬁonal modifying
slot () filled by either an Actor ¥gcus clause (¥ ACl) or an Object Focus
Clause (OCl). This is followed by another optional modifying slot (M)
filled by a type 1 Adjective Phracse (Adjl). This is followed by another
optional modifying slot (») filled by an Adjective Phrase .f type 2 (Adjg).
This is followed by an cbligatory Head slot (H) filled by a noun (n).
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-This is followed by an optional Nume:al slot (Num) filled by a Numeral
Phrase (NU). The Numeral Phras. may alternatively occur preceeding

an M slot when that M slot is filled by am ACl. Order of slots in the
-Noun Phrase is not rigid, mXkxzm although the above is the usual order.

N= +Po:PP/Dem:dem +M:AC1/0C1 +M:AdJj, #M:Adj, +H:n +Num:NU

variants:

1, +Po:pPP +M:AC1 +M:Adjl +M:Adj2 4+ tn +Num :NU
wun-n: napa you-a niima glookoo aviit book kavuk
IA&pos. yesterday come-ext.foc old pig three

big very

'my three very big old pigs that came yesterday'

Ce +Dem:dem +4:0C1l +H:n
agwi kla-d-a book
over there get-he-ext.foc, pig

'the piz that he got over there'

3 +Num:NU +M:ACL +H:n
kuvuk tii-koco-a book
three be~pres.-ext.foc, pig

'the three pigs that were'

4o +M:0C1 +M:adj, +H:n
yoo-d-a kavle noodinyoo
come~he-ext.foc. md day

‘the bad day orn which he came'

3,1.3., Adjective Phrase (Adjl)/(AdJEI_

Adjective Phrases are of two types which differ x as to the filler of the
Head =lot (H). Adjective Phrace tvpe 1 (Adjl) has an adjectiveof type 1
(adjl) filline the Head slot (L) while an Adjective Phrase 3f type 2 (Adjz)
has an adiective of type 2 (adja) filli g the Head ~lot (H). Adjective

Phrases consist of an obligatory Head slot (H) filled by an adjective of
‘either type 1 or type 2.
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This is followed by an optional Modifier slot (M) filled by an intens-

ifier (intens).
A&jl- +H:adjl +M:intens

viriants:

1. +H:adjl +M:intens
niima rled
big very

‘very big'

Adj,= +H:adj, s+M:intens

variants:

l, +H:ad._]'2 +M:intens
aviit glei
old very

'very cld!

3,l.4, Posessive Phrasgse (PP)

The Posessive Phrase consists of an obligatory Head slot (E) filled by

either a Noun Phrase (N) or a pronoun (pro).

PP= +H:N/pro +Pos:-na
variants:
le +H:N +Pos:-na
du-na
; man-pos.
2. +H:N +Pos:-na
Jiibla-na
) time-pos.
Be +H:pro +Pos:-na
wun-na
I*pos.
4, +H:N +Pos:-na

gay xuvut-ny
house three-pos.

‘the man's’
'the time'g!?
lmyl

‘the three house'sg'

This is followed by an
obligatory posessive slot (Pos) filled by the clitic -na.



 3,1.5, Location-toward Relator-Axis Phrase (LTRA)

The Iocation-toward Relator-Axis Phrase consists of 2n obligatory

Axis slot (A) filled by either a Noun Phrase (N) or :.n AEpEEXXEX
Appositional Phrase (AP). This is followed by an obligatory Relator slot
(R) filled by the clitic -at.

LTRA= +A:N/AP +R:-at
variants:

1. +A:N +R:-at

gay-at 'ty the house!'
house-to
20 +A:N +R:-at
gay kuvuk-at ; 'to the three houses'
house three-to

3 +A :AP +R:-at

wun-na gay niima gay-at 'to my big house'
I-pos house big house-to

| 3.1.,60 Location-at T Relator-Axis Phrase (LARA)

The Location-at Relator-Axic Phrase consists of an oblipatory Axis slot (A)

filled by either a Noun Phrase (N), a Location-toward Relator-Axis Phrase
(LTRA), a Goal R#®¥wmx Relator-Axis Phrase (GRA), a pronoun (prof, a
‘locaticn noun (1ln) ,.or an Appositional Phrase (AP). This is followed

by an obligatory Relator slot (x) filled by the clitic -ba.

LARA= +A:N/LTRA/GRA/pro/1n/AP  +R:-Dba

variants:
1. +A:N +R:-ba
gay-ba ‘inthe house'
house-at
2e +A :LTRA +R:-ba
' gay-at-ba 'to-in the house'(used in questiouns as to
house-to-at where)
3. +A :GRA +R:-ba
gay-kuot-ba ‘at the house'(the house here is also the

soal of the acticn)
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&, +A:pro +R:-ba
" wun-ba 'here/where I am'
J-at
5. +A:ln +R :-ba
Ukarumpa-ba '‘at Ukarumpa'
6s +A:AP +R:-ba
wun-na gay apma gay-ba ‘at my ~o0od house'
I-pos house good house-:t
706 +A:N +K:-ba
gay kuvuk-ba 'at the three houses'

house three-at

3.1.7. Actor Relator-Axis Phrase (ARA)

The Actor RelatomAxis Phras: consists of an obligatory Axis siot (A) filled
bu mmx either a Noun Phrase (N), a Posessive Phrase X¥J}¥ (PP), or a
pronoun(pro), This is followed by an obliguatory relator slot (R) filled

by variant forms of the mXx¥ix actor clitic; -nswi, -no, ana @, all of
which fluctuate freely.

ARK= +A:N/PP/pro  +R:-nawi/-no/ ¢

variants:
1. +A:N +R:-nawi
du-nawi 'the man' (as actor)
man-actor
2. +A:PP +R:-nawi
wun-nawi-na 'my'(as actor) (note that in this variant
I-actor-pos. methathesis occurs and
wun~pa~-nawi becomes wun-nawi-na)
3¢ +A:pro +R:-no
wun-no 'I'(as actor)
J-actor
4, +A:pro +R:Z
wun 'I* (as actor)
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- B.1.8. Accompaniment Relator-Axis Phrase (AcRA)
The Accompaniment Relator-Axis Phrase consisst of an obligatory Axis
slot (A) filled by either an Actor Relztor~-Axis Phrase (ARA), or
a Posessive Phrase (PP). This is followeg by an obligatory Relator slot
(R) filled by the clitic -nala.

AcRA= +A:ARA/PP +R:-nala
variants:
1. +A:ARA +R:-nala
du-nawi-nala 'with the man'(ig this case the man is the
man-actor-with co-actor)
2. +A : PP +R:-nala
du-na-nala 'with the man'( in this case the -na posessive

clitic appears to have zero
meaning.g

' 341.9. Goal R lator-Axis Phrase (GRA)

The Goal RElator-Axis Phrase consists of an obligatory Axis slot (A) filled
by a Noun Phrase (N), an according to fact clause (A¥Cl), a Posessive Phrase
(PP), an auxiliary verb (axv) which WxmxxWm consists of vr +-vat, a pro-
noun (pro), an Appositional Phrase (AP), mf or a Serial Phrase (SP).

This is followed by an obligatory Relator slot (R) filled by the clitie
-koot.

SR%x
GRA= +A:N/AFC1/PP/axv/pro/AP/SP +R:-koot
Variants:
1. +A:N +R:-koot
du-~koot 'to the man'
man-goal

2.  +A:AFCl +R:i-koot
yoo-d-a-n-koot ‘'because he came'
come-~-he-ext.foc.-pred.foc~goal

3 +A PP +R:=koot

du-na-koot 'to the mmx man's'
man-pos-goal




‘. +A:axv - +R:-koot
kla-vat-koot ‘concerning getting'
get-to-goal

5¢ +A:pro = +R:-koot
wun-koot 'to me'
6. +A:AP +R:~koot
wun—ng g;y apmg EXYAFX gzy-koot ‘*for my good house'
I-pos house good house-goal
7. +A:SP +R:-koot
wa213% k&%ﬁgy B56k-koot sii-wun 'I shot at a dog, @ snake,and a
dog snake pig-goal shoot-I pig'

(note only the first three words manifest GRA)

3.1.10. Instrument Re8lator-Axis Phrase (IRA)

The Instrument R&lator-Axis Phrase consists of an obligatory Axis slot (a)
filled by a Noun Phrase(N), an According to Fsc+ Clause(Ai'Cl), a Posessive
Phrase (PP), or an Adjective Phrase of type l(Adjl). This is followed by an
obligatory Relator slot (R) filled by the clitic -ba.

IRA= +A:N/AFC1l/PP/AdJ, =RxXx +R:-ba
variants:
1. +A:N +R:-ba
kula~ba 'with an axe'
axe-instr.
24 +A :AFC1 +R:-ba

yoo-d-a-n-ba 'by means of his coming'
come-he-ext.foc-pred.foc.-instr

Se . +A:PP +R:=-ba
' wun-pa-ba 'from me'
I-pos.-instr.
4, +A:Adjl‘ +R:-ba
‘ niima glei-ba ‘greatly/in a big way'
big very-instr.
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~}fi.11. Focus Relator-Axis Phrase (FRA)

The Focus R¥lator-Axis Phrase consists of an obligatory Axis slot (A)

filled by m¥xkmx a Noun Phrase (N), a Posessive Phrase (PF), a pronoun

(prod, or an adjective (adjl/adje). This is followed by an obligatory

Relator slot (R) filled by veriant forms of the focus clitic; -na, -nai,

axfmuykx or -nayii. The distribution of the alternate fillers of R slot

is as follows:

-nai suffixed to pronouns when FRA fills M slot o N, as in variant 1,

-nayii suffixeé& to pronouns when FRA fills A slot of a mon-included ACl,
as in variant 2

-na is suffixed mkit elsewhere.

FRA= +A:N/PP/pro/adjl/ad32 +R: -na/-nai/-nayii

variarts:

l.. +A :pro +R:-nai
dii-nai viyoco-a vaaloo 'the canoe he made '(note only dii-nai

he~-focus mske-ext.foc. cance manifests FRA)
2. +A :pro +R:-nayii
dii-nayii viyoo-a 'It was he that msde.' (note only dii-nayii
he-focus make-ext.foc, manifests FRA)

3 +A : PP +R:-ns
dii-ns-na 'His!'!
he-pos.-focus

4, +A;N +R:-na
boot-na viyoo-lii-d-a 'It was a pig he was hitting'

(note only boot-na
manifests FRA)

De . +A;ad;jl +:-pna
niima-na 'bigz one/it is big!
bir-rYocus

B +A:ad,j2 +R:i-na
aviit-na '0old one/it is old'
old-focus
(note: variants 5 und 6 constitute Focns Eguative Clauses (FEC1) )
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3,1.12, Serial Phrase f8Pf (SP/SP1)

Serial Phrases are of two
Phrase (8P1). Both consi
The Serial Phrase (5P) ha
The locat
by a location noun (1n).
SP= +H1:n/pro +into3-2..
variants of SP:

pronoun (pro)e.

332
man
2e +H1:pro +into 3-2
wine
SPl= +Hl:1n +in*0 3%-2

xyxuopx
variants:of 8P1l:

1. +Hl:1n +into3-2
Mijidaf

place name

301.130

types; Serial Phrase (SP), and location Sfrial
obligatory Heada slots (H).

s the Head slot filled by either a noun (n) or a
ion Serial Phrase (SPl) has the Head slot f:lled
All fillers X have 3%-2 rising intonation.

gt of two or more

ceceecsecans ..+Hn:n/pro +into 3-2

:n +into3-2 +H3:n +into3-2

wasIdd ké%sgy '‘man, dog, snake...'
dog snake

+H2:n +into3-2

waaldo 'I, doOZeeeans

+Hn:1n +into 3-2

+H2:ln +into 3-2

WO@JEE

place name

'Mijiman, woojik,.....

Appositional Phrase (AP)

The Appositional Phrase c
by either a Noun Phrase (

onsists of two oblisatory Head slots (H) filled
N), an Actor R lator-Axis Phrase(Ak:i), or a
The fillers ¢f the two H slots must be

Focus Rglator-Axis Phrase (FRA).
the same type of structure. All fillers terminate with 2-3 falling intona-

AP= +H:N/ARA/FRA +into 2-3  +H:N/ARAZFRA +into 2-3 tion.
28 320.€3 Rk
variants:
1. +H:N +into 2-3 +H:N +into 2-3
di-ng vét kavlg vgt ‘their ways are bad'
they-pos. way bad way
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"~ 2. +H:ARA +into2-3 +H:ARA +into 2-3
wun-fiani dii-n&w? 'he and I' (28 actors)
-~ I-actor he-actor

3. <+H:FRA +into 2-=3 +H :FRA +into 2-3

wun-nayii dii-nayii 'he and I'
I-focus he-focus

3,1.,14, Numeral Phrase(NU)

The Numeral Phrase consists of zn obligatory Head slot (H) filled by a
numeral (nu), followed by an optional Multiplier slot (Mult) filled by a
numeral (nu), This is followed by an optional sequence of an obligatory

connector slot (Con) filled by a connector (con) plus another obligatory
Head s168)f111ed by & numeral (mu)

NU= +H:nu +Mult:nu +(+Con:con +H:nu)

variants:
1, +H:nu
kuvuk ‘tYhree!

2e +H:nu +Mult:nu
dumi kuvuk '‘sixty’
twenty three

30 +H:nu +Mult:nu +Con:con +Hjnu
dumi kuvuk kiyeli kootoo ‘'sixtyone’
twenty three plus one

4,0, Word.
Definition of Word: A word is the minimum form utterable in isolation.
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8,1, Chart of Word Types '
- LABEL refyno.
ﬁ Interjections interj 4.1.1.
Introducers intro 4.1.2.
dverbd adv 4.1.3%,
- Pronouns pro 4.1.4.
Nouns n/ln 4,1.5,
Demonstratives dem 4.1.6.

4 T~ Adjectives adj/edy, 4.1.7,
“~
R “~Numerals nu 4.,1.8.
D Intensifiers intens 4,1.9,
Connector con 4,1.10,
Root+affixes. . . . Yerbs 4.1.11.

(note; there is no LABEL listing for verbs as there are many types
of verbs each with its own label . see 4.1.11.2. )

Worde are divided into two groups; those consiasting of only a single
morpheme and those consisting of combinations of morphemea; Only verbs
are of this latter group. All other words consist of a single morpheme.
Single morpheme words will not be described again on the Morpheme level %
(5.0.).

dxrixtxxiutxmimemrax (kx

4,1.1. Interjections (interj)

Interjections (interj) consist of an interjection root and occur as
Eamphatic Dependent Sontences (EDS).

variants:

l. woya 'surprise'
2. 00 'disgust’
3. 1 'revulsion'

ﬁ. aya ‘'amazement' (note: n number of variants indicates that this is x

' | not a closed x class . Only in closed classes will

8ll members of the class be listed, in which case the last vsriant will
be preposed by a numeral.)



" 4.,1.2, Introducers (intro)

- Introducers (intro) consist of amn introducer root and occur filling the
Introducer slot (INT) of Compound Sentences (NCS/ECS)

-variants:

l. wupma 'therefore'

2. wugikootiikoo 'that bei g the case'
3. awat ‘'so’

n. bun 'well"’

4,1.3, Adverbs (adv)
Adverbs (adv) consist of an adverb root and occur filling Manner slot (Ma)

of clauses.
variants:
l. yikuba ‘'well/carefully’
2. kwiyootapman ‘quickly'
3. kwo 'without a reason'
4, ana 'not’

" n., asiikka 'right away'

xidx

4.}.4, Pronouns (pro)

Pronouns (pro) consist of a pronoun root and occur filling Axis slot (A)
of Focus RElator—Axis Phrase (FRA), Actor Relator-Axis Phrase (ARA),

Goal Relator-Axis Phrase (GRA), and Location-at Relator-Axis Phrase(LARA).
They also occur filling Head slot (H) of the Pxsessive Phrase (PP).
Pronouns are a closed class.

 Bingular Dual T Plural | Interrogative

lsﬁl,v ‘ wun an | niin | koods
2nd m.\ miin biit gwuk {

: f,ﬁfnyiin
o tenyilln
3ra e 1L g a1
fol1ii —
— . ! !
~When dii, lii, or 41 are followed by a clitic, a phomene /n/ is interposed
between the pronoun and the clitic. With the exception of 1st person dual

r me 1 , F v
. gffka_g f@?f?sfffe pronouns have the same form as the Internal Focus AYtor

I
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© %,1,5. Nouhs (n)

“Nouns are of two types; nouns (n) and location nouns (ln). Nouns fMx (n)
occur filling Hesd slot (H) of Noun Phrases (N) and Serial Phrases (5P).
Location nouns £ (1n) occur filling Head slot (H) of Serial Phrases (SP),
Axis slot (A) of Location-at Relator-Axis Phrase (LARA), and Location slot
(L) of Clauses. They consist of a8 noun root or a location noun root
respectively.

noun variants:
l, waaloo 'dog'
2. vat 'custom'
3. boot 'pig'

n. gay 'house’

location noun variants:
l. Lse
2. Madang
~ 3. Anaheim
XX AREXRAX XKRNX
4, Asuza
n. Kukemonga

4,1.6. Demonstratives (dem)

Demonstratives (dem) consist of a demonstrative root and occur filling
B Demonstrative (Dem) slot of the Noun Phrase (N), and Equative Subject
slot (ES) of a Focus Equative Clause (FEC1l).

variants:

1. koon 'this'

2. akkwi 'that '

5. mamkxtyt noot 'a’

*.

n. woon 'this (near)'

4.1.7. Adjectives (adiy/adj,)

Adjectives are of two types; type 1 (adjl), and type 2 (adje).
Semantically type 1 adjectives usually refer to size or shape while type
2 adjectives refer to Emx® other qualities. Both consist of a single
-adjective root.
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4

’ Type 1 adjéctives occur filliny the Head slot o an Adjective Phrase of
“type k__1‘(Ad31), while type 2 adjectives occur filling the Head slot (H)
of Adjective Phrases of type 2 (Adjz).

variants of adle
l, niima 'big’

2. mat 'small'’

5. siivla ‘long’
fxxkait

n. tabii 'short'’

variants of addzz
-1, aviit 'eold’
2. kavle 'bad'
3. apma 'good '
4, yiikiin ‘'beauvtiful’

4,1.8., Numerals (nu)
" Numerals (nu) consist of a numeral root amd occur filling Head slot (H)
and Multiplier slot (Mult) of the Numeral Phrase (NU),

variants:

1, kootbo 'one'

2. viiliiliik/ viili 'two' (one of the varisnts is the short foram)
3. kumxk kuvuk 'three’

4, gynoot ‘'four’

5 tabanat 'fiwe'

6. 8iilookiitoo 'six!

7. 8iilooviili 'seven'

8, siilookuvuk ‘'eight'

9, siiloocaynoot 'nine'

10. tabaviili 'ten’
11. kootoodumi/ dumi (one of the variants is the short form)

Further analysis of the internal strucute of numerals could be done but it
is felt that th: gains from such analysis would not compensate for the
complexities which would need to be introduced.



) 4.1.9. Intensifiers (intens)
°Intenqifiers (intens) consist of an intensifier rovot and occur filling
the Modifier slot (M) of the Adjective Phrase (Adjl/Adjz).
variants:
1. gkk glei 'very'
2, budii 'much'
3. glookoo ‘exceedingly'

4, namwiya ‘'very'

4,1,10, Connectors (con)

Connectors (con) consist of a connector root and occur filiing Connector
(Con ) slot of the Ruaera‘ Phrase (NU). There is only one member of this
class; kiyeli 'and/plus'

4,1,11, Verbs

Verbs consist of verb roots (vr) plus affixes, some of which are obligatory
and some of which are optional. 1In only one case do verdb roots occur

in isolation; the Second Person Strong Imperative verb (sv) with a verbd

‘root of Class 2 and the optional actor marker omitted. e.g. jagi ‘'wash!’
was

4,1.11.,1. Verb Root Classes

There are four classes of verb rccts divided on the basis of a two XmENwiNx
dimensional gystem., One dimension dis inguishes between verb rocts wmaxmg
enaing in the phoneme /a/ and those ending in any other phoneme. The other

dimension distinguishes between rootts which occur with vakiant forms
vof the 2nd person Imperative Mode prefixu<a7>. The following matrix has
its cells filled by an example of each class.

ending in /a/ ending in other
Class 1 a- kla-"'get"’ wuk-"'hear'
Class 2 @- vatnya-'kill" Jagi-"'wash'

Verdb roots ending in phonem /a/ are suffixed by the variant -a of class
ékad> 3rd person Imperative Mode markers.



4 ; 33.
*4.1.ll.§; Chart of Verb roots and Affixes
The following chart describes the vari us verb types in terms of intecrnal
"structure, gives Xk them labels, descriptive mam®m names, and a reference
to their distribution. Tha chart is composed of boxes containing an
affixs If the contsined form is in ¢ > brackets it represents a class
of affixes of which it is a member. If the affix is u derlined it is
the only membe of that class. Above each box is either a + or a +,
indicating whether thrat class .f affixes is obligatory or optional
to the particular verb t pe of which it is a constituent. Below each
box is a reterence number indicating where each class wili be describasd.

Bach horizont 1 arrow rener:tes a verb type. A8 the ariow passes tnrough
a box, if the class is obligatory, one member of the class must be

chosen and added. If the class is optional one may or ma mnot choose a
member of that class.
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5,0 .Morpheaes
Definition of Morpheme: A morpheme is the smallest meaningflul unit.

All morphemes except verb affixes have alreadly been described.
The affixes referped to in the Char‘ of verb roots any aftixes
(4.1.11.2.) will be hsandled in this section and their variant forms listed.
The clitice filling the RKelator slot (&) of Rela or-Axis Phra es and '
the Pogessive (Pos) slot of the Ppsessive Phrase (PFP) have been described
in section 3.0,

5¢l.Chart of Affixes

LABEL refo.noe.

1st persun Imperative actor £1ud 5.1.1,

2nd person Imper:tive actor <{~miilog> 5.1.2,

actor 3rd person Imperative actor (;di;) Sele3e

External Focus actor ln> Selott,

Internal Focus actor Emiig>  5.1.5.

tense —  External Focus tense (~ey) 5¢1e66

/prefix S Internal Focus tense é§k1y0§> 5¢le7e
eptétive Mode -11ii 5¢1.8.

% 5rd person Imverative Mode (?kaQ>' 501.9¢
P elational Mode (Elaa;> 5¢1.10.
_% Auxiliary Mode (?koq) 5.1.11,
mode External Focus Mode ~a 5¢1.12,
Predicate Focus Mode -n 5¢1.13,

: Sugrestion Mode -ba 5e1.14,
suffix 2nd person Imperative Mode D) 5.1.15.

5el.1, 13t person Inperative actor(ild)
variants:

l, -lu '1st person singular'®

2. -11i 'lst person dual'

5. -kat 'lst person plural'’

5¢le2. 2nd pnr'son Imperative actur(fmiilog)
IVariants: ’

l, -miiloo *2nd nerson masculine singulara
2. -nyiiloo '2nd person feminine singular'
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Je Qbiiloo '2nd person dual'
4, -gwuloo '2nd merson plurul'

5.1.3, 3rd person Imperative actors‘<diﬁ>
variants:

l. -dii '3rd person wasculingd singular'
2e =-1lii '3rd person feminine singular'
3. =-biit '3rd rerson dual'
4, -di '3rd person plural'

5.1.4., External Focus actor/=m
/

N\

variants:
‘ \+§ingular‘i‘ dual lﬁplural

1st -w T -1/-1i [ -n

2nd ._E:4Fh,°m -b ] -gw47
f. -ny «

g Me| =d -b -3
f. -1

I

(note: 1lst person dual has two variants; -1 and -l1i. The former occurs
before phoneme /e/ and the latter befure phoneme /a/.)

5el.5. Internal Focus actor -miin

variants:

' singular dusl plural
1st _& —wun ~-an -niin
 2nd m“] —miin -biit -gwut
f. | -nyiin )

3pq - e | —diil L _i5¢ \ ~di L
fo | -111 - -

B
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'M\5;1.6.fEx€ernal Focus tense<§ei?

variants:
_lo -ey 'future'
2. @ 'past’'

S5el.7. Internal Focus Tenseéékizgé?
varisnts:

l, =kiyoo 'future’

2o -koo 'present'

3, @# ‘past’

5e¢l.8. Repetitive Mode =1lii

There is only one member of thiks classj; -1ii

5¢1le9. 3rd person Imnsrative Modeééka%;7
varisnts:

l, -loo '3rd person negative Imvera’ive '

37

2. -kaa/-a '3rd person Imperaiive' (a- allomorph occurs following verbd

roots ending in phoneme /8/).

5.1.10. Relational Mode <laa >
_varianﬁs:

Txocaoetekume

l., -a/-laa/~laka/-lakalaka (-a allomorph occurs only after verb roots

ending in phoneme /a/, the others fluct-

uate freely in all other envirobments.)

‘following non relational verb'

eefe. kla-laa yoo-wun 'having gotten, I came’

get- come-1I

- 'the action of the relaticnal verb is completed before the action of the
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~2o =8iibla 'the action of the relational verb and the acti.n of the
. followins non-relational ve b are concurrent’
e.g.‘ kla-siibla yoo-wun 'while getting I came’
" get- come=-1

3¢ -s8iiblalaa 'the action of the relational verb and the action of the
followins non-relational ve:rb are concurrent but the
action of the relational verb is completed first'
e.g. kla-siiblalaa yoc-wun ''I got as I came’
get - come-I

44 -kiivaa 'the action of the relational verb occurs during the course
of the action of the fodlowing non-relational verb and
continues. The action of the relational verb begins after
and terminates before the action of the following non-re-

lational verbd'

e.gs kla-kiivaa yoo-wun 'I got while I came’
get~ come~1I

S5¢ ~kawi 'the action of the relational verb occurs at a point in time
during the course of the action of the following non-relational

verb, !

e.g, kla~kawi yoo-wun 'While I came, I got'
get-— come-I

6o -yookilaa ‘'the action of the relational verb is completed before
the action of the following non-relational verb begins
and the object of the relational verb i: completely acted
upon.' .
‘e.ge kla-yookilaa yoo-wun 'Having gotten all, I came’
get- come-1
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7« =labiilaa 'the action of the relational verb is completed before the
action of the following non-relational verb begins and the
object of ‘the relational verb is partially acted upon,'

e+gs kla-labiilaa yoo-wun 'having gof%en some, I came'
get- come -1

8. -levilsa 'the action of the relstional verb is completed before the
‘ action of the following non-relational verb begins and the
object of the relational verb is not acted upon.'

e.8o X¥uximx kla-levilaa yoo-wun 'having gotten none, I came'
| get- come-I

5,1,11, Auxiliary Mode £Lkoo>

variants: ’

l. -koo ‘'action of the auxiliary verb indicates the means of the action of
the main verb'

e.g. taakoo-koo a-vii 'by putting (it) see!'(if it will fit)
put-ing imp-see
2o -vat ‘action of the auxiliary verb indicates the mx purpose of the

action of the main verbd'

e.gs kla-vat yoo-wun 'I came to get'
get-to come-I

3¢ =lapman 'action of the auxiliary verb is significant only by its
' absence'

e.gs kla-lapman  yoo-wun 'I came without getting'
get- come=-I

5.1.12. External Focus Mode -a

There is only one member of this class; -a

5.1.13, Predicate Focus Mode -n

There is only one member of this class; -n
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5.1.14. Seggsétion Mode -ba

?S‘rO‘igyﬁﬂiy one member of this class; —ba

5.1,1§; 2nd person Imperative Modeéd{?
variants:

1. a- occurs with verb roots of Class 1 (see 4.1.11,1,)
2. @ occurs with verb roots of class 2

60,0. Morphophonemics
All examples given thus far have indicated m morpheme boundaries. The

morphophonemic changes occurring across these boundaries have not been
indicated. The same changes which occur scress morpheme boundaries
also occur across word boundaries. The principal differences between
the various dialects of Iatmul are in the area of morphophonemic
changes.(see "Dialects of Iatmul" SIL library file). The following
rules are based on the dialect spoken at Brugnowi village.

l. voiceless stop +prenasalized stop= vioceless stop at point of artic-
ulation of the prenasalized stop.

e.gs wuk-dii becomes wutii 'he heard’
hear-he

2. heterorganic sequence of voiceless stop+ voiceless stop= voiceless stop
at point of articullation of the second stop.

e.8. kwut-kiyoo-miin becomes kwukiyoomiin ‘*you will make'
: make-;in fut-you

3. sequemce of voiceless stop +labial fricative= voiceless bilabial stop
+labial nasal

e.g. wuk=vat becomes wupmat 'to hear!
hear-to

>
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5(5;)£3 followed by arother nasal or a prenasalized st.p is lost,

J S a -
i % t L
ﬁ":‘,g,. wyrnd-na becu es wuna '‘my
S b I-pous.

'y

4
- L

[~ wun-ba becumes wuba 'by me/.here I am'
I-loc.

i =
:

e 4+1ii becumes ou

2. « tii=a becomes toc '.'¢ two are'
be-wel

6. 0C+8 becomes aa

2.'a yoOo-a becomes yaa 'we 2 came'
come-wez
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WS ;iond by another nasal or a prenasalized stup is lost, -

& becomes wuna ‘my’ | 4
- Aun becomes uuht"hy me/where I am'
,i‘-‘lr v F ;!'"190-. .
i ’ 5_;"“‘:4&11 becomes 00
k ‘e.Z. tii-a Dbecomes too ‘we two are'
b < be-we2
6. oo+a becomes sa
-
;_ e.g. yoo-a becomes yaa ‘we 2 came'
; come-we2
E . e |
-
L3
-

!
|
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