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Pojolabal, one of the dlalects of Hays, is spoken by a
group of Indiams mubering eround 8,000 who live in the
southeastern pert of the state of Chiapas.

The folloving paper covers a section of the grammer ui-
der morphelogy whisch desls wit: the infleeticn of the intran-
sitive verb and will bs ipeluded in the entire greammer &b &
later dete.

The information was getbhered over & perlod of months
spent in the villages of Saltille sad Jetamf, Chiapease
Dolores Tevar Alveres, & young women in Jobend, was the main

informante



IEFLEGTION OF THE IWTRANSIPIVE TOJOLABAL VERB

A, Inflection (outer layer of formation) of intrensitive verb.
The inflection of intransitive verbs is of four types;
indicative, perfective, stetive and other modes. These are
differentiated on basis of the infldctional suffizes which
may occur with each,
1. Indicative
- la=/
a. Prefizationy &-/#=-, obligatory tense-aspect prefixes,
(1) la=;, indicating incomplstive aspect with first and
second person singular and plural,
%~, indicating same with third person.
/lajul~/ I return
/letaan-/ You dence
/s0é=/ He ontera
(2) #-, indicating completive aspeet
/eaanp I danced
’e”/ Teoter 2
b, Suffization: Three orders of suffixes occur in the in-
flection of intransitive verbs in the indicative.
{1) suffix of Order I: -y, formative, occurring as -iy
with the inflsction of derived stems; and es -1
with formstion of second and third person singuler
morpheme and derived stems. When occurring as =i,
often dropped in contexta.
/=oéyon/ I enter /mokyes/ You fell pl.

/=kani/ You remain /jakyotik/ We came
/=jalpteni/ He weaves /¥ji§p*aniyon/if"‘“frhqiﬁ_
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(2) suffixes of Order II: pronominal suffixes indi-
cating subject of the verb, singuler and plural.
Occurring in the same form with ineomplete amd com=
pletive aspect with the exception of the second per-
son singular suffix which is ~# in the incompletive
and -a in the completive.

/;etgk/ 5 %Eu finish it 2‘#/ /// ogik
et im Dle -
/kzggep*aniyotig/ W%ua§%§ °
fotyo! Y arrived
e'akgaj You Iinished it
[etokye/ They broke

{3) suffixzx of order III: -on, pronominal suffix eccurring
with first perscn plural subject promoun, indiecating

exclusion of the person apoken to.

/=ajniyotik/ We rmn (inelusive)
/=£%1 jptaniyotikon/ We wribe (@xciusive)
20 Eerf sative
There are two first order suffizes with the inflection of the

intransitive perfective; ~el, perfect aspedt suffixz snd -uptel
indicating perfect passive aspeet., They are both followsd by
the same three orders of pronominzl suffizess
8. Suffization
{1) suffizes of Order I:
-¢l, indiecating prerfective aspect. Actiom has taken
place and the subject iz still in state of being
expressed by the verb.
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/jekelo I came or I have come
/tajkel He hes become angry
/i tokel It has Groken

/éamel 33 8ad

/kojlele/ You are fat

/ jomsl/ it 18 out of order

=up'al, indieating perfect passive aspect, with em-
phasis on agent.
/Samuptal/ It has been opened by someone
/£visuptal/ It has been sawenT v

ktep'uptal/  IE has been £LvVen
/lokoptal/ It has beon pulled up {vowsl harmony)

{2) Suffixzes of Order II: pronominal suffixes indieating sub-
jeot of the verb, both singular and plural.

/yokelo I am thin l=on/-otik
nupela/ You are married 2=-a /=63

/Jktotel/ He Has arrived 3§ [~#
/k%ajyslotik/ We have became accustomed

/oteles/ You have entered Dl

/kucup alon/ 3 have been carrvied

/teluptala ou _Nhave Deen ne

/msk¥uptelotik/ ¥ have been [
/naktuptaled/ Tou have been nhidden ple.

{3) Surfix of Order III: -—on, proncminal suffix, oeccurring ss

with the indicative,
8, Stative: No prefimation occurs with inflection of stative verbs,
They inflect with body positon verb stems and with many adjectives

and nouns.

a. Suffization
(1) Suffixes of Owdsr I: pronominal subjeet suffizes both

singuler and plural.
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su};en/ I am & wWOpen leon/=otik
fisina/ Jou are werm 2-a /-od
YWe 1t soated S~ [-e
/aswelotﬂton/ We are bored
/oules/ You are small pl.

{(2) Suffix of Order II: =on, pronomimsl suffix occurring
ag with the imdiecatilve.
4o Other Modes: The main verb in this class omly occurs in this form

with the modes iwperative, desiderative or future, conditiornal and
subjunctive. The mode itself is expressed with puxiliary verbs or
particles. Stetive or perfeetive verbs mey also take these suffe
izes to indicate the negative.

Qe Lo
/mi k’agy J.u,k/ He isn’t accustomed
/mi ktisinuko IVm NOL WArD)

as Suffization
{1) suffix of Order I: -=(u)k, purposive, occurring with all
but the second persor singular and plural, When it occurs
with the firat person it mmst be followed by first person
singuiar subject promoun of Order II, or first person
plural of Order III. The full suffiz -uk occurs with
derived stems in the first person, but when suffizxed to

morpheme stems the u drops out.

/=julkon/
Ve
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{2) suffixzes of Order II:; pronominal subjeect suffixzes.
First person singular -on is mumtually exclusive

with -otik plwral of Order III.

/—eluk/ That he leave l=on
/=alpiukon/ T want to loiter 2-an
/=wayan/ Sieepl S=#

{3) suffizes of Order III: subject pluralizers. PFirst
person plursl =otik is mutually exclusive with -on

of Order Ii.

[~k guke/ lp =otik
/~¢Veup tanukotik/ 2p -ik
/ Jakanil/ 3p =©

(4) suffiz of Order: =o0n, propominal suffin, occurring
as with the indicative.



