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EXAMPLES OF IMITATIVE HAGIC AMONG THE CHOL INDIANS

~

o John Beekman®

To understand the thinking and practices of the monolingual
Chol Indians who live in southern Mexico one must first of all
master their language. To determine the basis of their thought
ratterns involveg a careful study of their culture. The follow-
ing coxamples of imitative maglc have heen collected over a period
of several years and reveal e certain pattern of thought which
can be adapted and used by one who ir Interested in advancing
the cultire of such a people.

If men sat the top tamales of a pile, they will begin to
perspire much. Perspiration is related to the forehead. The
Chol words for 'top! and for 'forehead' are the same,

Pregnant women, who carry a bad odor which often lasts even
after the child has been horn, are sald to have eaten rotten eggus
at some time durlng thelr pregnancy.

A certain part of a chicken's stomach 1s called, 'it's
coldness', If this part is eaten it widl cause one to become
very chilly.

If we eat the foot of a turkey when we are small we will
not be able to dance any better than a turkey when we become
the leader of the religious ceremonies,

If we eat sugar oane when it is a bit black, we will have
much trouble with tooth deoay.

When the rivers are high, the white foam that collects
in éértain spots along the banks 18 scooped off the top and
drunk to cure or prevent tuberculosis. Tuberculosis is knownm
e the 'white cough'.

#7h~ guthor is & member of the Summer Institute of Linguistics
who has made various fleld triga among the Chols beginning in
1248, The Chols live in the state of Chiapas, Mexico and belong
linguistically to the Mayan family,
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If a long mechete is used to cut the umbllical cord of a
new-born boy, he will grow to use a machete well. If the umbillesl
cord 1s out long, he wlll be long-winded. If too long, then he will
grow up to be an adulterser. When the cord eloughs off, 1t 1s tied
‘$0.the top of the housa or In the top of a tree. Thie assures
that tﬁé boy wiil climb agllely and fearlessly.

A baby born with two or three klnks in the umbllical cord
will become very wealthy. The Chol men used to wear a red cloth
gagh into which they tled their money. Two or three kinks of the
cord Qére compared to the two or thres ties in the belt indicating
wuch money.

The frult of trees known as wap, ac'te', snd bayal have s white
fruit., Anyone who sate this when young will age quiockly and their
hair willl turn white.

The fruit of a tree ocslled tuc' has a halry blossom which 1is
very ourly. Boye who sat this fruit wlll have only ocurly hessded
daughters who willl all die early 1ln chilldhood.

If a young girl puts an swpty gourd upon her heasd llke a hat,
her children will be born without hailr,

/

When shelllng corn for seé&ng purposes, any that drop on the
ground must be picked ur qulckly tefore the ochickens or plgs eath:
them. If the plgs or chickens eat any of the seed-vorn, the
remainder of the seel will be saten by birds after 1t has been
planted.

The'oops from which seed-ocorn has been shelled are hung inside
the house snd not burned till the new corn crop is in ear. 1If
these cobs are burned sooner, the growing corn will be burned by

the sun and dle.
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A certain ulcer found 1n the scalp of chlldren 1s
shaped like a minlature ant hill. To cure this growth
ant eggs are dug up and bolled in water and then applied
hot to the sore. This 1s supposed to kill the ants inside
that are making thelr hill,

From the above examples 1t may be seen that imitative
maglc is used by the Chols to explain unknown causes and
to gain desired goals., The latter purpose can be adapted
and used advantageously as a tool for teaching. For example:
Water that has been bubbled (bolled) prevents bubbles in ones
stools (diahrrea)., The Chols have no metaphors nor proverbs
and make little use of the simile. In view of this, this
type of thought structure, where 1t can be used naturally,
has unexplored possibilities in teaching morals, hygiene

and other basic truths.



