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A STUDY OF  THE-NANG TONE IN-VIETN&MESE

Jean Donaldson
Summer Institute of Linguistics

‘1. _The purpose. The purpose cf this study

assist the foreign student of Vietnamese by providing o
description of tzp pronunciation of the ning tone in the
Northern dialect, -

2. The procedure.

2.1, Thib study was carried out with several Horthern
inforuas nts who us " for the nost part, a reading or slow,

careful spcéch; After the 1n1tlal elicitations of storiecs
and conversations, it was necessary, for the purpose of a more
compléte study, to construct and in $ome enses revise sén—
. ) €
tences from various sources. To insure that these were as the
atural construet Lons of a native speaker, the inforinnts were
rcquested to correct them as they read them to e for ninmiery.
Each,informant appeared to nake corrections very freely. To
avoid an unnuturainess or an unduc ecnphasis of these words,
A it was not disclosed to the 1nforﬂant0 that ny mnin intercest
was in the ning tone,
2;2. otepu of the procedure described,
2.2.1. To listen to clicitced conversation_and story—

telling, sone of which were tape recorded nand listencd to

repeatedly. This was to assist me in beginning to listen fer

the tone, and to zet a general impression which would help e, 4
’ o X p

know now to proceed,.




2.2.2., To elicit sentences using the ning tone with all
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coubinnations of deacont tonnl cnvironuments, including i
gceurrcnee as scnténcc initinal or éentence final. Although
this tone docs not have 2 high percentage of occurrence in
relation to the other’tones,a'it can occur in any of the above-
mentioned environments. - This 1s true regardless of whether

the woré‘finnl i n stop, nasnl, vowel, or semivowel.

- o,
2,2.,3. To compnrec nang and huydn words in identicnl ~nd

<
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similar contexts. This conparison Wi inde after having noted
that in context the level of the tuo tones 1s the gane, a8 LY

: . 1o oo - . . 3
notes in demeribing 2 musician—like inpression of the tones.

| 2,2.4, To listen to #n series pf tvro or norc ndjncent
nang.tones'within the wider contoxt of o sentence. These
included a1l possible condbinntions with reference to the word-—
finnl position: i.e., stop—finnl, nnsal-final, vovel-final, |
and scnivowel=~finnl. ¥For conmarison, a2 word with the huy3n
tone was included iﬁ tic scntencese.

2.2.5. To obscrve ning words in igolation in conirnst
with huy3n words, vhich were otherwise identical. Stop—final
ngng words were camgafod with sinilar words of hoth tones,
since a . stop-final nevcr occurs on words with » huy3n tonc.

3. The resulti.

N

. . . . . .
3.1. Therc is B9 varintion in the pronuncintion of words

having the njing tonc to correspend with chonge in tonnl contexty

in position in tho sentence, or in the final of the vord itself.

(See 2.2.2, 2.2,4),




The level of n3ng tonc in context is identicni

3.2,
with that of the buy&n tone. In isolnation, it is pronounccd
lower than huydn, except for ngng vords with = stop—~finnl,
which were pronounced on the sane level,

3.3, Laryngealizmtion @any occur on the vowels of words
having the ning tonc. This is cspeeinlly coruion in siow,

precise speech. On tapes and in the first few rendings by 1y
informants, thce vowels were very fncqucntly’1éryngealized.
Later, as the inforunnts becnne uoYe nccustouted to the

procedurc, this aluost disnppenred..

3,4, A glott~l stop occurs word-finnal on words written
. ‘ - . .o 4 : .
with n nagal, vowel, or SCILIVOWLS finnl. On words niving
nneal final, this cffects o double closure. Thot is, the oral k-

closure is 1nce siuultancously with the glottnl stop, the

tongue rcaching the point of ~rticulntion ns the voeal cords
interrupt the ~irstrenn, The nasal nny ccentinuce ~fter the

o v ) . 5
glottnl stop 1s relensed, especinily in slow, careful speech,
Even without the nnsal being pronouncetd, the vowel preceding

the glottnl sitop 1is nrsnlized, and being cnrloared by tho appronch

te the nasal, it cnables one to distinguish o word ending with

an alveolar closure from n vel~r (as, non vs. m;ng).
3,5, Orthogrnaphicnlly, therc are stop—finnl woras having -

the ngng tone. Phoneticaily, neowover, these nre to be cinssed
with the huy®n tone; bec~use they occur without 11ryngéqlizzt10n
or 0 giottal stope (3,2 indicntes a tendency tewnrd this
distinction betwecn stop-finil and ofher ning words by the

ntive speﬁker.)




Footnotes

1o, . . .
This is an ~ural perceptive study in contrnst to the

~

spectograph study in L& Vin Ly, Le Parler Vicetnonien, ilueng

Anh, Paris, 1948,

2 ' ‘ '
From Enenenw's results on the freguency of cccurrence of

various tones in connected discourse, ndng percentages

average to only 11,7 percent. M. B. Eczcnesu, Studies in

Vietnnaiicse (Annamese) Grangpar, University of C~lifornia Press,

Berkeley and Los Angeles, 1951, p. ?7.

=

3LY, p. 108, scctions 4 2nd 6. ) '

4Ly, p. 116, section 6,

5See spectogr~ph study, Ly, p. 117, nuibers 33,34.




