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1. Introduction

Muyuw is an Austronesian language spoken on Woodlark
Island of South-east Papua New Guinea. It is closely
related to the Kiriwina language of the Trobriand
Islands to the west. (Lithgow, to appear; see also
Capell 1943 and 1969)‘ This paper attempts to give a
brief morphological sketch of the Muyuw verb.

The description is divided into two groupings:

1) a discussion of the stem formation with morpho-
phonological changes; most of which pertain to the
transition from intransitive to transitive stems.

2) a description of the affixes, divided into Person-
aumber and Mood and Aspect and their morphophonological

peculiagrities.



Muyuw Verbs

"SUOTIOVTIISOI 9IUSIINDD0-0D 10I MOTS] UOTSSNOSIp 299

,11® nok, Ajuw-

, (nok 30u) ml. Bul-

43oq

x0 $305[q0
12anid
‘309fqns
1eanid, s-

Toquny +

, SN Jo 11®, sp-

,2W pue nok, p-

(3T a9y ‘wry, 4

no&

' ' M- -

lh] MG~

aaNIB)R

309lqo+

Wws3ls qISA I3

300X qaaA I3

'SNATONN qIap

DATITSUBIL +

*Teuorazdo = ¥
L103e31[q0 = +
, (no£ jou) oM,
-V A -BY
,I pue-
50%. IQUAHV
,3T ‘ays
nwd_. e~ T
JTeex,
ok, -ny -U A -u

:H. “v~o.e

INNABR
3oelqng +

1 I¥VHD

,I82aun, -q

1o09dsy

i

, SIODUBITNWTS

- (M
,[BTjuwenboys
- U A~ - @

R 7

_UMumanm_
0 - ENg A - Wi

pooy1 ¥

gIDA OATIESULL-



Muyuw Verbs 3
The bi-dimensional array in Chart I presents the
structure of the transitive verb in Muyuw. The array for
the intransitive verb is similar to the array above for
the trgﬁsitive verb except that the object marker is ab-
sent from the intransitive verb, and a different set of

roots and stems expound the intransitive verb nucleus.

As may be seen from the array a Muyuw verb consists
minimally of a verb nucleus, a subject prefix and an in-
dication of number. The maximum expansion includes in
addition to these, indications of mood, aspect and object.

2. Verb Stem

2,1, STEM COMPLEXITIES

The verb nucleus may consist of a single verb stem, o¥
a verb stem semantically modified by adjectives, direction-
al,causative’or instrumental particles., i

The adjectives occur primarily with classifiers to
modify nouns, but may occur with verb stems to modify their

semantic significance, e.g. vaw 'new' and wlul 'build':

kwe-tal kwe - vaw
classifier - spoon ecfass.— new

"a new spoon'

wlul

build

wlula-vaw
bulld-new
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Directional morphemes may occur alone functioning asg

verb stems, or may comBine with other verb stems to add

the dimension of direction to its meaning. The direction

is giveﬁ In reference to the speaker and hearer:

m(e) to the speaker

w(e) to the hearer ér a short distance awvay
k(e) away from the speaker

n(e) away from both speaker and hearer

y(e) beside speaker and hearer

The vowel in parenthesis means, when word final this is
elided,

Functioning as verb stems in combination with person-
subject prefixes the following occur as the most common
verbs of motion: 'go' and 'come', e.g,

ku-m

2-to the speaker- (s.)

"You come here,

a-n
I-from speaker and hearer- (s).

"I go away.
In combination with other verb stems these particles
may be illustrated ac follows:

. 2
1~-t3-m
he-stand-to speaker

'He stands near me, '



/
ku=-si-neki-k
5 -cause.to sit-move-from speaker-(s.)

."Go and sit away from me.”

ku-stmg-z
2-put there-beside us-(s.)

Yput it up there."

In combination with the object suffixes and the mor-
pheﬁe -ke (to meet) these directionals indicate a meeting
of the subject and object persons, e.g.

’
i-me-ke-gw-S
3-to speaker-meet-I-pl. subject

"They come to meet me.''
Some morphemes expressing causation may combine with verb
stems altering their meaning from intransitive to transi-

tive,e.g.

4
mat 'die' kati-met 'kill' (cause to die)
pgl 'jump’ tapgl 'carry from one place to another'
’ F 4
i-bik 'it-is dirty' i-ya=biki-gw 'it-causes to-dirty-me'

Other prefixing morphemes that modify verbstems express
modes of instrumentation, sometimes adding a causative
effect at fhe same time, e.g.

mat 'die' kalli-met 'kill with spear’

’
lA-nét 'made travel-weary'

footnote: Would it be possible or more accurate to add

stem final vowels, David? If so, which are the
v,



- Mh§Uﬁ 9e£bs" EE yfihﬁrih.;;eilﬁh’;hh;f'fifiilh?}”hhiigii}i;
25;_'juhp' e giﬁgl- go accoss by caﬁoe h -

J | géﬁgl ' wade or swim through' if:
Stress :ﬁle' o e o
Host ve}b.stems‘can be'csed in:eithef tfensicive.opinffensfl
itive verbs, i.e. when the verb 1s.csed without an explicit 1
object we call it intransitive, while it is transitive with
such an object. R ' .
The presence or absence of an object has quite a number of.
morphological implications which we shall describe in the
next section.
Pure intransitive verb stems, in other words verbs that never

have an object suffix, are illustrated by the following: -

i-gig 'he laughs'’
he~laugh

{-kAlivatow 'he falls'
he-fall

Note that in these verbs the stress falls on the penultimate
syllable. As it does in transitive verbs with an objective
suffix, e.g.

i-gﬁtu-gy 'He pulls me out'’

he~pull out-me
But if the object is third person singular the suffix is zero,
Together with the rule that the final stem vowel is elided

this ykélds the form
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i-gﬁt-@ 'he pulls it out’
he-pull out-it

But the placement of stress is not fixed on that particular
syllablé of the stem. When no object is present, i.e.

when the transitive verb is used intransitively, the stress
follows the rulfe: on the penultimate syllable, e.g.

{;gut 'he pulls out'’
he-pull out

When a verb stem is made up of a root + directional we have
the same situation. The verb behaves as a transitive
verb, e.g.

i-mewA-ye-gw 'he precedes me as we go along'
he-precede-going along-me

i-mgwx-y-ﬁ 'he precedes him as they go along'
he-precede-going along-him

These example shows that the vowel of the Directional be-
comes the stem final vowel and behaves like that, i.e. it
is elided.

When a directional particle is part of the stem one cannot
have the pseudé-intransitive occurrence, because of the
fact that the directional must have a referent, or object.
This means that these verbs all have the exception to the
stress rule: When there is no explicit object-suffix i.e.
3rd pers.sg., the final vowel drops off, but the stress

new
does not shift to theApenultimate syllable.



e.g. one will never have =

{Lsi- : but i-sgk o
he-is located- there ’

rMbrphOPhonological changes

David

At this point I think it is good to describe the mbrpholo-.
gical changes. | | o |
Having seen that stress is not really determining (in9
transitivity but that it is predictable (penultimate syllable)
In an overwhelming majority of words, I doubt whether the
process statement is yeur original account should tske |
"intransitive stems" (or pseudo-intransitive; i.e. transij_-
tives without object) as base. N -

I think it would greatly enhance the Value of the paper if-
the vowel changes could be stated in as few rules as
possible, therefore I think you should check the'fbllowing‘
statements, extracte& from your paper,.with your knowledge
of the language, in order to come to more general statements.

Verb stem = CVCV —» CVCP# word finally, i.e. when no
suffixes are realized

a —» a when stressed, in last syllable-if-last consonant
is d (or voiced stop (good generalization?))

. 29. :...mafde...gu 'CEShonds we’ rimad— 'r¢ strowdy /7'
a & when stressed, in last syllable.

4 Y .
e.g. i-sinat 'he combs' i-sinet 'he combs it

—r——— e —
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mate 'die' i-kAli-mgt-@ 'he kills it with a spear'

Can you have  i-kalf-mat 'he kills with a spear'?

.a;, D> when stressed, if final consonant following has
labialization as feature, e.g,
{-laiw 'he puts in heaps' i-lség 'he puts it in heaps.'’
in final syllables
A —> 0 when unstressed. e.g. i-d‘we-gg 'he calls me'
—» 9 when stressed before labial, e.g, i-déw-@ 'he calls him'
| —3 O when unstressed other environments e.g,

i-Léve-gg 'he throws me' i-19v 'he throws'

- ’
"~ > & when stressed i-l!}Lﬂ 'he throws it'

lo
See further p. 12 and check if toke is just an isolated case

- or are there more examples?

&, MORPHOPHONEMICS
The occurrence of allomorphic variants of verbal af-
fixes depends upon stress placement, vowel harmony and

morphological classification.

4.1, The stem~final vowel is constant when object suffixes
are added, except for o which becomes g for first person
exclusive and third person plural objects, penultimate
vowel e then harmonising with it and becoming &. The pen-

ultimate stem vowel it also £ for the third person singular
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object (-#), the final vowel being elided,

i-szk

e ——

B;give-(S)
H: gives him,

Examples of all person object suffixes with the stem
seke-are given in Charts IV, V and VI,

If the penultimate vowel is © and the final vowel is
ey the penultimate vowel becomes D when third person and

first person exclusive object suffixes are added.

i-téke-gg he-leads-me

i-tdke-m he-leads-you (s.) el B
—— ohet W fead ]
i:EéE he-leads-him ot ek 7"
i-toke~d he-leads-us (in. du.)

i~tdke-ds " he-leads-us (in. pl.,)

1-t3ke-m he-leads us (ex.)

i-téke-miy he-leads~you

i-t3ke-s he-leads-them

6.4. Vowel elision

The vowel preceding the stressed vowel is elided in

the formation of many transitive stems. Labialisation pre-

ceding an elided vowel is always lost. 3o <
. R A REIN
. ’ . RETE S =~ - P
1-mwAsin he-shames e

4
t-msin-@ he-shames-him

. ¢
i-msine-gw he-shames-me
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6.5 Stems of the form katdCvVC.

In the formation of the corresponding transitive stem

from vexbs of the form katuCVC, the uoi,.

e.g. i-kAtimat he-kills
1-katimét-p he-kills-it
i-kAtim‘te-gw he-killsg-me

6.6 Unpredictable non-final vowel changes,

Examples are listed as follows:

INTRANSITIVE TRANSITIVE STEM-MEANING

i-k3lam i-kulém to husk

1-1akwaw i-1akow to bark

i-Eézaw i-piyiy to refuse

i-18pid 1-1ap{d to do the death wail
i-14vat i1-1ivét to meet

i-simk‘kin i-simkikin to persist

In the second example note loss of labialisation preceding
the rounded voweld .

The third example shows variation which frequently occurs
between v and w in Muyuw,.

6.7. Consonant changes.

Occasional unpredictable consonant changes occur in

transitive stem formation.
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INTRANSITIVE TRANSITIVE
1-witet f-wtel

/- .- ’
BtAyaY i-taysw
A -

3.1. PERSON AND NUMBER AFFIXES

The subject markers for the

of prefixes only:

ls, a~-~A-

2 s. ku-

3 s. i- s e~

I in. du, (L)ta-

I ex. pl, ka~- ~ ka-

When occurring word initial

and becomes ta-,

12
STEM-MEANING
to work

-to harvest

following persons consist

ly itA- loses it's first vowel

These can be pluralised with -s suffix for second and

third person and first inclusiﬁe
1 in. pl tA- ...
2 pl. ku- ...,
3 pl. i~ e-...

, thus
-8
-

-8

In these three cases the suffix for third person

plural object is also -s, so there is nothing to distinguish

between third person singular or

bkt there i a f'/ura.( &u‘/’eC{'

plural objecgk or between

plural ard non-plural subject, when there is a third person

plural cobject.
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i-séke-s can be they give him
they give them

he gives them

ku-seKe -5 can be you(pl.) give him
' you(pl.) give them
you (s.) give them

tA-SEké-s can be we (in. pl.) give him
we (in. pl.) give them
we (in, du,) give them

The suffix for second person plural object is -miy,
When this is present there is nothing to distinguish between
singular or plural subject for third person.

i-séke-miz, he - gives - you (pl.)

they - give - you (pl.)
(why not: i-séke-miy-s?)

The first and second person singular object suffixes

are unambiguous.
They are:
first person -gw
second person -m A. =MW
There is no third person singular object suffix, so
it is analysed as zero morpheme ( -§).

First person non-singular object suffixes are

I in. du, -d
i in. pl, -ds
I ex, pl. -ma

1f there is a first inclusive, second or third person
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piural subject-then this is indicated by ~s suffix following

the object suffixes listed above, thus:

It will be noted that the distinction between dual
and plural inclusive object is not lost.
The following paradigms illustrate the occurrence of

person and number affixes.
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Muyuw Verbs
INTRANSITIVE

uosxed pag uosaod pug uosaed 381
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CHART 1V

Muyuw Verbs

TRANSITIVE (Third Person Subject)

:SOh

Jou 3nq sn 9a13 Layg,,

‘1d-°xs-9A73-¢

[FFEHEEE]  §-BW-B35-T

,NoL jou Ing sn saATd 3Y,,

(*8)~"x9 1-9A18-¢
[=RRSYY , W- 35T

SATSNTOXY

lst Person Object

L("uT) sn s9AT3 oH,,
:A..—HHV sn Op...ﬁm hﬂ.ush—w:
,°u pue nok aA1ld Leyg,,

*1d-‘ugp 1-°a13-9°

m«wﬂoﬂnuﬁﬂ.mnv|OMWmnﬁ

,, o pue nok soaTl3 °H,,

(*np)-‘ur 1-9AIS8-¢
fPFSRRsT)  p-odes-T

aein3urg-uoN

:QE opucﬁw hw._.#..h:

- *1d-1-9A718-¢
7S3TINTER S-M3-eNps-T
,tow s3A78 Sy,

(*s)_1-9a13-¢
:wmﬂﬂﬂuﬁw&.mmnmmwmuw

aeIngdulg
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CHART V
2nd Person Object
Singular Plural
i-gékeim fdmeleim/ i-séke-miy ftseiaimiogl =
3-give-2-(s,) 3-give-2 pl,
"He gives you (s.)" "He gives you"

"They give you"

. /,
i-seke-m~-s Aiurkeimed

3-give-2-pl,

"They give you (s.)"

CHART VI
3rd Person Object
Singular Plural
i-sfk fhmeief i-sfke-s [izetes/
3-give-(3)-(s.) 3-give-(3)-pl.
"He gives him" "He gives them"

"They give him."

"They give them,"
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Morphological Changes

Person-subject prefixes have'allomorphic variants

depending on stress placement as follows:

-

4, ka occur when the verb stem is unstressed
A, KA occur when the verb stem is stressed
, é;ggg_ﬁgpzs¥ I-am piercing (intr.)
A-béﬁ-ﬂ fabe=d I-pierce-iﬁ (tr.)
.1_¢D‘_ occurs with the aspect morphemes when the stress
falls on the person prefix for third person.

i occurs elsewhere for third person

b~é-van
unreal-3-standing on (intr.)

"He will be standing on (something)"
b-i-vin-{
unreal-3-stand on-it

"He will stand on it"

The final vowel of a verb stem is lost unless the
plural morpheme occurs with a stem which has the stress

placement on the penultimate vowel of the verb stem, in

which case the vowel ig retained,

b-é-van-s
unreal-3-stand on-pl.

"They will be standing on"
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b-i-vini-s
unreal~3-stand on-them

"They will stand on it"
MOéD AND ASPECT
Mood
The category of mood is manifested by clitics in-

dicating either emphasis, sequence, simultaneity, or

reality.
bwA ~ bwa ~ bO emphatic Lot
WA ~ TWO A, M3 sequential i er=
gA o simultaneous  fgaf

/
bwa-i-pel /be—ipety
emphatic-3-jump

"He definitely jumped"

mwa-{-pal fee—tpel/

sequential-3-jump
"After that he jumped"
A -bai= hgm A=tA ~1van Lea-bilisen—mo—talivamf

51multaneous-unreal 3-hear-(s.) sequential-
L in.-speak- {(du.)

"When (if) he hears then we will speak"

The reality dimension includes real and unreal.
While tense may be inferred from these morphemes it does

not actually represent a distinctive semantic component.
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The unreal mood may indicate g future acfion, an action
planned but not carried out, or a negative or contrary
- to.fact statement, The real mood indicates a completed
action or a present state which will continue into the
future, The two morphemeé are:

bV- unreal

nV- ~ mV-  real

The most common form of the real morpheme is ny- ,
A limited class of stems may have either nV- or mVY-
and another limited class of stems occurs only with
mV-.

The vowel of the aspect morphemes harmonizes with
the vowel in the following syllable if that syllable
beﬁaep with a consonant, If this following syllable
begins with a vowel the vowel of the aspect morpheme
is lost, e.g.

bﬁ-ké-gzl. 'We will (or:may) jump.'
unreal-we excl.fjump

(We excl. has here ka and not kA because of the stress)

bu-kﬂ-gzl 'You will (or:may) jump.'
unreal-you=-jump :

. ' . 1
n-itA-pgl We jump.'

real~-we incl-jump
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m-é-kuk-yrn-é-kuk 'I1t has sailed.'
real-3-sail

. Continuous aspect may be expressed by complete or
partial réduplication of the verb stem. The following
examples illustrate the variety of forms which the

stem reduplication may take:

j-watet-s they work i-w-witet-s they keep working
i-1{van-s they talk 1-1-1{van-s they keep talking
i—waz he hits i-wi-wax he keeps hitting
?
i-kfl she gets water i-kili-kil she keeps getting
-water
1-gwélekw it is wrecked i-gul-gwilekw it is always
wrecked
i-pwel he wrings it i-pgﬂfl he keeps wringing it

i-pal he is wringing i-Euligal he keeps wringing



