A NOTE ON DEGREES OF NOUN + NOUN FUSION IN IGEDE

Nancy Bergman March 28, 1966

I. THE PROBLEM

In ¥wede, certain nouns in sequence ‘were fusing, with the fused
form sometimes having a srecialized meaning, Were these fused forms
simply following fusion rules which were normal to syntactic phrases, or
were thev a more closely bound morphological unit? A practical problem
was also involved: how should these noun complexes be written——as two
words or one?

S . Ny LT L.T . .
ube  utoji ubutoji  ‘'clinic!
room medicine ’

(Notice that the final vowel and tone, of the first
noun,~- ube 'room,- completely elides.)

IT, THE AIM

In view of the setting up of a new orthography, the aim, neces-
sarily, was to determine the difference, if any between two nouns which
are simply following normal fusion rules and two nouns which are more
closely bound together as a single unit.

IT7, THE APPROACH AND RESEARCH

The first step was to find out the different slots in which each
noun and each fused form could occur, In other words, in what slots can
Ube 'room, utoji 'medicine', and ubutoii 'clinic' occur? Are they found
in the same slots or in different ones? This was done to determine the
restrictions, if any, or the occurrences of the two forms---the single
noun and the fused form, I tested each and "found that there was no dif-
ference in the slots in which they occurred,

ubé nyahI daté 'Our rooms are different’
room our different
2 nula ube 'He repaired the room'

he to repair room

utoji  hiieu 'The medicine is good'
medicine good

alubekée 1a utoji '"White men have medicine'
white man to have medicine

ubutoili  juwa Ipelaa '"The clinic is over there!
clinic Dbe there in that place

ht  onyT ka  ubutoji 'Take the child to the clinic'
to take child to eo clinic
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The following is a list of tested forms:
Igede Noun + Noun Forms
Nounq + Nouns, Fused Form
ube ‘'room' utoji 'medicine’ % Ubutoji ‘clinic'
imi  ‘'hunger' enyi 'water' , imenyi 'thirst'
uhye ‘'above, on fkpa 'bamboo rack' uhyekpa 'rack for
ton of!' (for storage) storage'
ube 'room' Ups  'writing' > ubUpy 'school!
ohe ‘'god' oluhyé 'it up above' 7  oholuhye 'God !
abwd 'hands' £1a 'matter' > abwela 'character'
gpwa 'house' ¢i1  'ground' 3 epwéji 'village'
ugbo 'train' olubye 'it up above' >  ugboluhye ‘'airplane!
*enu  'afternoon, Gturu  'morning' y enGturu 'day "’
sun'
iya 'meat’ enyl ‘'water' > iyenyi tfish!
ihu 'year' omi ? 7 ihwdmb 'last year'
ihu ‘'year' ény 1 ? bz ihwény1 'this year'

K, - -

(enu, Gturu, and entturu

are all time words so they have

certain restrictions in the slots wherein they may occur,)

Once again, notice that in noun

the final vowel and tone are

dropved and are completely overridden b¥ the initial vowel and tone of
the second noun,

In & noun + noun relatidnship,

The next ster proved to be very interesting and quite helpful.
A test of internal exvansion was tried for each of the fused forms,

occur between two nouns,

only

nyd 'for, of(possessed by)' can

Not only do Igede speakers say:

ubutoil ‘clinic'
room-medicine
but they also say:
ube ny(4) dtoji ‘clinic'
room for,of medicine
without changing the meaning,
+ R 4 R Lo . . BT P

ar . . IR .
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In aprlying this test to the other fused forms, it was dis-
covered that some could be expanded (by nyd) and some could not,
Table I shows this.

TABLE I. Showing Expansion and Non-Expansion of Igede Fused Forms,

e - _ (

! Fused Form i+ nya 'for,of' ? ~ nya 'for,of'
nhutoii 'clinic' X * _______ )
imenvi "thirst' ; X i
uhyelna 'raCks,ggage% X
ubuns ‘school’ |

; -
Snoldhye  'God! 9 - x
ahwela ‘character' - _ X
eoweji 'village' e x L

_ugbolihyé  ‘'airplane’ - X
Enuturu 'davy' - X
iyenyi 'fish' i - X
Thwomi ‘last year' ; - x
Thwenyz 'this year' { - | X

Now we ask, -why this difference? What is the controlling
factor here? It seemed apparent that there were differences in degrees
of fusion in the Icede noun + noun relationship, Following this hypothesis,
four degrees of noun fusion were set up: (a) obligatory absence of
fusion, (b) optional fusion, (c¢) obligatory fusion, (with identifiable
morphemes), and (d) obliratory fusionp (some parts unidentifiable),

(A) Obligatory absence of fusion, The loosest type of noun + noun
relationship in Igede is found with certain nouns which cannot fuse and
which have the obligatory varticle nyd occurring, which usually denotes
2 genitive relationshivp.

(1) onyr nyd Job 'Job's child!
child of "
(2) oie ny(4) oléh 'The man's bicycle'

bicycle of man
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(B) Optional fusion. This type of noun + noun relationship
is made up of a set of nouns which fuse but which also can be expanded
without chanpging their meaning,

(1a)  Imenyi "thirst' . (b) imi ny(&a) enyi "thirst'
hunger-water hunger for water
(2a)  Ubupd 'school' . (b) ubé nyld) upl 'school!
room-writing room for writing

In fact, example (2b) occurs more frequently than (2a), which may be an
indieation that the form with nyd wused to be the prevalent form, but
through the years fusion has become more dominant,

() Obligatory fusionq. In this type of noun + noun relation-
ship there iT T Tery Ttrong dcperee of fusion; obligatorily so, in fact,
These fused forms cannot be expanded, but the morphemes constituting the
form are still recornizahle and defineable by informants (see also, the
list on vnage 2 for the full forms of the fusing nouns),

(1) abwela 'character'
hands-matter
(2) Epwéil ‘village'

house-ground

There is a wider divergence from the mearing of the source morphemes
when there is a tighter degree of fusion, That is, when two nouns fuse
the meaning of the whole is often quite different from the meaning of
the nouns as separate forms.

. ¥t wrs svggested that the vowels of these fused forms be con-
sidered in hope that this would give a clue to a controlling factor in
optional fusion and obligatory fusion, This was done and the results
are im Matrix T,

MATRIX I, Showing Relationship of Vowels to Optional Fusion and Obligatory
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Of the nouns considered in this Matrix, optional fusion ‘occurs
only when the final vowel of the first noun is a front vowel, This
occurs, as is seen in “the upper section of the matrix, in the fused forms,
which can be expanded,

Obligatory fusion occurs when the final vowel of the first noun is
a central or back vowel (notice the one exception, which is front vowel
plus low, ggck'vowel; it is shown - between the two main sections
of the matrix),  Also notice that these forms are the ones which can
not be expanded,

(D) Obligatory fusions. Finally, the tightest degree of fusion
in the Igede noun + noun relationship is .

considered, where:

(i) there is no separate occurrence of the morphemes, and

(ii) the semantics of some morphemes cannot be determined
by most informants,

(1) Inhwémd 'last year'
year-"?

(2) inhwénvyr ‘this year'
year-"?

The informant tried to attach a meaning to ényI and 6m@i but he
was inconsistent; particularly with oml; and since we have not gotten any
meanings from previous informants, my conclusion is that no one is really
sure of the meanings any more, This could also be an indication that
change is taking place in Igede towards not only a dominance of fusion
but also there is movement towards obligatory fusion. In the first
three tyves (obligatory absence of fusion, optional fusion, and obliga-
tory fusiony), the morphemes are still recognizable and defineable~—but
in the last tyve this becomes extremely difficult.

IV, CONCLUSION

My conclusion and solution to the problem, therefore, is:-

(1) Types A & B are a -phrase and should be written
as separate words,

(2) Types C & D are compounds and should be written
as one word,




