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MIANMIN PHONEMES “AND TONEMES.:

Jean Smith and Pam Weston

INTRODUCT ION

CHART OF PHONEMES
CONTRASTS
INTERPRETATION
DESCRIPTION OF PHONEMES
DlSTRIBUTIO&

ORTHOGRAPHY

Mianmin is a language of the West Sepik District,
located about two days' walk north of Telefomin.
It is a member of the Ok family of languages, and

is spoken by approximately 1500 people.

Ackhowledgeﬁénts are due to Charlotte Meckienburg,
Barry Irwin and Dr. Charles Peck for their help in
analysis and write-up; Awaseb and Bitiab, Mianmin

language helpers; and Drs. Alan and Phyllis Healey

for a dictionary of Mianmin words. Other language

material has been collected over a period of 2%

years, approximately half of which was spent in

the village of Sokabib.
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CHART 'QF._PHONEMES

Stops voiceless t k
voiced b - d ‘ g
Nasals m n n
Fricatives f | s
Semi-vowels v y h
Vowels high i ei ai Ny qou
tow e~ a o

Pitch #(high)
VN (low = unmarked)

A (high falling)

v(low rising)

CONTRASTS

The Consonant Contrasts

The stops contrast at bilabial, alveolar and velar
positions. The alveoiar and velar stops contrast
with voiced and voicelessness. The fricatives con-
contrast at bilabial and alveolar positions. The
nasals and semi-vowels contrast at bilabial,

alveolar and velar positions.
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2.2 .Examples of Consonant Contrasts

Bilabial: [wan) /wan/ ‘bird!
[mat] /mét/ 'gallbladder!
[fan /fal/ 'steam cooking'
WBbeT]  /teb®1/  tant!
Tl /i1 T arren type
iménl  /fimen/ 'taro!
[mifYm) [mifim/ 'sago!
(3b0] -/abd/ 'testicles!
ﬁwék% /awdk/ 'mother!

’ ——WEEXTT“’N7£BSl/—-—‘—T;gae{able greens!

35K /afdk/ 'sun'
bandn} /bandn/ 'lower arm!
[fanin] /fanin/ 'ancestor!
wandn)  /wandn/ 'calf of leg!'
maméN) " /mam&1/  tveint

Alveolar: [dam] /lam/ 'flesh!
lyan) /yan/ 'sharp!
{nam) /nam/ 'chest!
[san] /san/ 'cutting from plant’
R ~/tam/  Ttempie!
Imbggj /motol/ 'tree sp.'
Wiidém) fwuloém/ ttree sp.!
Iminin) /mdndn/ 'nose!
Hbem /tiyob/ 'tree sp.!
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(bdsddém /bosobm/ 'tree sp.!

@&l Jal/ 'stomach’
fan) /én/ tarrow!
[as] /as/ 'tree!
[t /g4t "mole'
Velar: '[wém?\n] /kemin/ "to do'

oéndminl /genamin/ 'to scratch!
[véninl  /nenin/ 'to beg!

[hénin]  /henin/ 'to look for!
[nék%] /naka/ 'man!
- [sany) /sand/  fowl!

[kh‘qk%rﬂ /kinkan/  ‘'shaman!
[mér)gékh] /mang&k/ 'hee!
[ékg?th] /akgit/ 'female pig!

0ath  /g4t/ 'mole!

[k%f] /kal/ ~ 'landslide!

haTepl  /haleb/ 'wild!

{gwadn  fgwadn/ 'spider!

(kwadm]  /kwaém/ 'club?
Stops: [kq\nl /kin/ leye!

il /gil/ "wind

{dim) /1im/ lie!

[tq‘m] /tim/ 'lizard!

[b?r]] /big/ 'tree sp.!
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Fricatives: [fap /fab/ 'where!

(wan Jwan/ ‘hbirgd!

f[san /san/ ‘cutting from plant!
Nasals: né /né/ t)

héninl  /penin/ ~ 'to beg'
mén)  /mén/ TehildT

(bandn} /bandn/ 'lower arm'

wandn}  /wandn/ tcalf of leg!

bimanl /biman/ 'snake!

ﬂ%n] /tan/ _'suntight!

”ﬁ§5¢"“v7taéqfa F??]?ht'

ﬁ%m] /tam/ "temple!
Semi-vowels:fyan) /yan/ 'sharp'

fwan] /wan/ 'bird!

[(haiép /haleb/ 'wild pig'

2,3 “Examples of Vowel Contrasts

The five vowels contrast in:

{in) /in/ "{iver!

{en) /en/ telder sister!
@n . /an/ - tarrow'

6n) “/én/ “Tbone!

1dn} /in/ 'égg'

[ p) /mib/ 11ig"

[mén) Jmén/ tchild!

{wan) Jwan/ 'bird!
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Iménl  _/mgn/ *o4d garden!
@miin) /amlin/  ‘stomach'
y&bil)  /ydbit/ 'down place'

t®6&T  /teb¥l/  'ant

[sab&T] /éébél/ 'strong®
"TF%BXﬁ"~7kob6l/ 'dassowary'

babdl)  /odbdi/ *flower!'

{bas4) /bas?/ "nose tusk'
(kwese] /kwese/ 'rainbow!
(besa] /besa/. “ 'nothing"

Bt /its/ "tongs'
@si) /ésb/ 'two!

Vowel glides /e'/ and /a'/ contrast in:

[séﬁ /sei/ : 'tortoise!
‘béﬁ /sai/ " 'vine!
ngﬁ '"~7f557“"“‘“755hboo sp.'
(tgH /téi/ Taxe!

Vowel glide‘ki/ and the vowel /e/ contrast inf
@in] /ein/ 'cooked’
&n) /en/ 'elder sister!
méiﬁ] “~7§éiﬁ/' " Tarrow type'

[gémbfbd] /gémbibe/ I am sick’
{méiméﬁ /mgiméi/ ‘earth tremor’

[m&mé&) /memé/ “'chitdren
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(maapsé’) /madbsé' £ ‘tortoise sp.’
[kwesé] /kwese/ 'rainbow'
Nbfﬁméﬁ /wofﬁmei/ 'bat sp.'
wesemé] /wesemé&/ 'canoe' v
Vowels fa/ and /e/ and the vowel glide /ai/

“contrast in:

was) /was/ ‘drum’
weseémé] /wesem&/ tcanoe'
wa'ssl /wa'sd/  'eut!
mékQ] fnaka/ "man’
Fakd ~7iaké/ T other’

{nék?ﬁ /nokéi/ tgrandfather’
Vowel glide /a%/ and vowels /o/, /u/ and /a/
contrast in:

daYTaml /ta'lam/ tfly!

Wely 781/ "“'bekked stick'
duTam) /lulam/ 'bird sp.'
dan YAEAY; tshallow!'
kTsa¥seT/kisasel/ 'spirit’
{soson] /soson/ 'widow'
(AsUsuna] /asusuna/ T*two!

(asil /as4l/ ‘bark'
Vowel glide /oY/ and vowels /o/, /u/ and /a/

contrast in:
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HBum?n] /t6Ymin/ "but'

&%TYm] /tolim/ 'bird sp.'
'&%n&mfﬂ /tunumin/ 'wasp's nest’
ﬁ%m] /tam/ "temple!
kidYy  /k18Yy "fish sp.'
16 /k16/ "tinea'
bTdbidl /blébiu/  'run’
kT3] /ki18a/ "properiy’
2.4 Exampfes of Tone Codtrasts

The four tonemes ///, /v/, /A/ and /v/ contrast in:

'[kh7hT /kin/ Cteye!
lkhfn] /kin/ 'insect sp.'
fam) /am/ 'day'
[2dm) /adm/ 'wild pandanus®'
[(3&m) /adm/ 'big sister!
[afal) /aft¥t/ "mucus!
libal] - /ibai/ thornet'
M%{Ep] /ketab/ ->'ffyih§ fox!
[biman] /biman/ 'snake sp.,!
Ayapl - -/ayab/ ~tuncle!'
Byal /ayal/ 'flaming torch’

kwé ' gdnl /kwé'gon/ 'joint!
kwé'T8nl  /kwé'18n/ 'hand!
(kwé'glm) . /kwé'gln/ turist!
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2.5

[tnaTin]
(awitnin)
ﬁntqbfd
Bfinan)
o 1 owdK]
Bt
g2 t2ton]
(K2 t%b am)

[tWTﬂsém]
2t 2o am)

ﬁk%mwéﬁ

Bmfisal)

Junalin/
/awitnin/
Jantibin/
/afunén/

/yolowdk/
Jatotdb/

/getatdn/
/katabam/

/tilbsam/
/katabam/
/ikdmwal/

Jamisal/

Examples of Length Contrasts

[b&adndn]
{bandn)
[mén)

fméén]

INTERPRETATION

Consonants

/baandn/
/bandn/
/mén/

/meén/

13.

'food'
'star!
'headwaters'

'leg hair!

'beetle sp.'!
'spark!
'hol low at based skull

'cave'

'roofing grass'

'cave'

'married coupie!

'door'!

'jawl
'forearm!
'baby'

'string bag'

The labialized velar stops [gw] and [kﬁ are

interpreted as consonant clusters because non-

suspect consonant clusters (sm)] and ([sk} do occur:

bm?kh]

/smik/

'reflection!



14. MIANMIN PHONEMES AND' TONEMES.

[sk? I8nT /sKilBh/ vieg¥
For the same reason bi1, [f13, [k1] y fgil, (ti3,

[dl} and [n1] are also.interpreted as clusters.

The /w/ has. been interpreted as a consonant
because it does occur in consonant slots. Also,

while we have non-suspect consonant clusters, we

do not have any non-suspect vowel clusters,

For the same reason /j/ has been interpreted as a
consonant.

3.2 _VNowels.

3.2.1 Lengthened Vowels
Since lengthened vocoids carry two tones and are
from 1% to 2 times the length of a single vowel,
these have been interpreted as a sequence of two

~.vowels and are two_syllable nuclei.

Examples:
[baanén] /baénén/ 'jaw!
[waén] /wadn/ 'sweet potato!
[m&én) /meén/ 'string bag’

3.2.2. Vowel glides
3.2.2.1Vocoid glides that take two separate tones are
interpreted as a sequence of - two vowels and are

two syitable nuclei.
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Examples:

(abad) /abau/ 'black cockatoo!’
kweit] /kweit/ 'sugar cane'
[Eim] /eim/ 'pandanus!

Vocoid glides that take one tone are interpreted

aébakgingle phonetically complex vowel and is one

syllabie nucleus.

Examples: .
[d& ) /de'b/ 'road'
K% m] , /kéim/ ‘'clear place!
I T fyetes T Teistning:

The Syllabie.

Definition.

A syliable consists of an obligatory nucleus
containing one vowel and one emic pitch, It has

an optional onset containing one or two consonants

~and an optional coda containing one consonant.

3.3.2

The general pattern for syllable breaks is that
they occur 1) between a vowel and a following
intervocalic consonant or consonant clusters [kw/,
law/y [/, Jf1/, Tk1/, /g1/ and /bw/ which
starts the next syllable

2) between two contiguous consonants

3) between two contiguous vowels.
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3.3.3

Examples:

/wen.té.bin.i.so

MIANMIN PHONEMES AND TONEMES.

/kwé‘,bléq/
/ba.an.én/

/kwe.it/

be/

'l heard:!

¥ingernail'

ljaw!

'sugar cane'

There are twelve basic syliable types and they

are listed below with examples.

v
VV

cv
cvY
cve
cvVe
Ve
vVc
ceve
cevVe
cev

(€]
A

(né]

3%

[sdm)
[@2it)
fas]
1)
fkwen]
[kwéim]

fsmé]

cevV.ceve kwé' .bién)

/é/

/smé/
/kwéi.bldg/

lhel
'father!

|ll

'vine!

'big!

'nest!'
'wood '
'decoration’
'grasshobper'
'malaria’
'cave'

'fingernail!
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4o

4.1
4.1.1

.DESCRiPTION OF . PHONEMES

Consonants’

PHonetic Work Chart

Description of Consonants

The voiced bilabial stop /b/ has two

aliophones:

1) The“vofcéfess bitabiat-unaspirated stop /p/
occurs syliable final followed by a consonant,
or word final,

[bﬁkdpsén] /blkibsin/ ‘'beads'
ﬁk%TYp] /kuiYb/ ttree sp,'

2) The voiced-bitabial stop /b/ occurs word
initial, medially following a consonant and
between vowels:

(badp) /badb/ taunt!
(debadT] /lebadl/ "dirt!’
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Eipbe) SlebBRL T Sfull!

The voiceless alveolar stop /t/ has two allophones

1) A voiceless alveolar unaspirated stop follow- .

ed by a consonanf:

[fadtnamin) /fdtnamin/ ‘'what'

[awitnTn) /awitnin/ ‘'star!'
2) A voiceless alveolar aspirated stop occurs
word initial, medial following a consonant

and between vowels and word final.

[{Bk&) /tek&/ ‘tajl?

: ok ] Jukten/  Tash'
ﬁt?q] /atln/ 'branch!
ﬁﬁBﬂ [/aket/ "flower!

The voiced alveolar stop /I/ has two allophones:

1) A voiced alveolar stop occurs word initial
‘and medial following consonants:

@al) /1at/ 'shal low'
Btda) /atid/ eliff!

2) A voiced alveolar flapped lateral occurs word
initially following consonants, word medially
precedin§ EonEBhanfé'éﬁHMEE{Wéén vowels and
word final:

[biébd] /b1ébd/ "lizard sp.'
[faTgamin] /falgamin/ ‘'steam cooking'

[suTup] /suluﬁ/ 'cockroach'
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@saly /asalf. ‘bark'
The voiceless ivelar stop /k/ has two allophones:
1) A voiceless velar unaspirated stop is follow-
ed by a consonant:
ik tBm] /uktem/ 'ash!
Tkwam] “/kwam/ 'club!'
2) A voiceless velar aépirated stop occurs word
initial, following a consonant, medially

between vowels and word finally:

hquGM : /skitén/ 'foot!
KERR] [KakEET flittle finger!
héékh] /neék/ "friend!

The voiced veiar stop /g/ has one phonetic
manifestation as a voiced velar stop /g/ occurr-

ing word initially, and medially following a

consonanfs ™
bbd}m] /goktm/ "louse'
[gwaan) /gwaén/ 'spider'
[mhqgékh] /mang¥k/ "bee'

The voiceless labio—dental fricative /f/ has one
phonetic maniféstation as a voiceless labio-
dental fricative which occurs word initial,
medially between vowels and following consonants.
Finally it fluctuates with »p

{f3bY] /fabl/ radze!
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.(éfdkhl,;y' - faf8k/ rgrandmother’
, ﬁk%mfé] ©[/ikamfd/ 'footprint!
[deif) /le{b/ 'road'

The voiceless alveolar grooved fricative /s/ has

one phonetic manifestation as a voiceless alveolar

" grooved fricative which ocbuks'word‘ini{ially,

word medially between vowels and following a con-

sonant and word finally:

[som] /som/ 'banana!
ﬁs{th] ' JasYt/ ‘raw'

(’—TwaﬁéébéTﬁiw;"/kéﬁEEEe/ ~ 'he has died!
[was] v /was/ 'drum'

The voiced bilabial nasal /m/ has one phonetic
manifestation and occurs in all consonant.

positions:

[mén] /mén/ ‘child!'
[amin] /amln/ 'stomach'
[k%pmﬁkq /kabmik/ theel !
&%ﬁbéT] /témbdi/ 'young man'
[bﬁdhm] © /blklm/ 'charcoal!

The voiced alveolar nasal /n/ has one phonetic
manifestation and occurs in all consonant
positions:

[nin] /nin/ 'younger bro, "

(t@n‘] /tinY/ ‘club!
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Ckwint¥] /kwinté/ tafternoon’
[Fatnamin) /fdtnamin/ ‘'when'
The voiced velar nasal /n/ has one phonetic man-
ifestation and occurs word initially, word
medially between vowels and followed by a conson-

ant and wordlfinally:

{nénin] /nenin/ 'to beg'
{wandn] /wandn/ tcalf of leg’
[méqgékh] /mang&k/ 'bee'

BAln] /atiiy/ 'branch’

- The voiced alveo~palatal semi-vowel /y/ has one

phonetic manifestation and occurs word initial,
word medial between vowels:
Uﬁqd?m] : /ydqlfm/ 'river bank'
[dyam] © Jayam/ 'good'
The voiced rounded bilabial semi~vowel
/w/ has one phonetic manifestation and occurs
word’initial, word medial between vdwels and as

the second member of a consonant cluster:

{wanl - /wan/ 'hird!
[k%wé] /kawa/ 'axe'
[gwaép) /gwaab/ ‘small!
[atgwal] . /atgwal/ 'coals!

The voiceless velar semi-vowel /h/ has one

phonetic manifestation and occurs word initial
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4.2
4‘2.1

4,2,2

_ Vowels

S5
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and syllable initial:
, [hékh] /hek/ 'otder brother'
[hbuhbu] /ho%hoY/ 'cough'

Phonetic Work Chart

Description of Vowels
The voiced high close front unrounded vocoid /i/
has one phonetic manifestation and occurs in alil

vowe!l positions:

[KY¥n) /kin/” - t'insect!
(imén) /imen/ 'taro!
[sewl) /sewl/ 'flying fox'

The voiced mid open front unrounded vocoid /fe/
has one phonetic manifestation and occurs in all
vowel positions:
[hékh) /hek/ 'older brother!
{&n] /en/ 'older sister’

(mém¥] /mem&/ 'chiildren?
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The vowel /a/ has two allophones:
1) A voiced low open central unrounded vocoid

fa] which occurs in all vowel positions:

‘[wén /wal/ "termite!
Breth Jafet/ tanother!
(nada] /naka/  'man'

2) A voiced low open central unrounded nasai
vocoid [a] which fluctuates between speakers

in all vowel positions:

[wadn) /waén/ 'sweet potato!
wan] /wan/ 'bird?
[hadm] /hadm/ ~ 'under chin'

The voiced high closed rounded vocoid /u/ has
one phonetic manifestation and it occurs in all

vowel positions:

{dum] /tim/ 'point of tar'
{undn) /unan/ 'woman'
fasu] - /ast/ "two!

The voiced mid closed back rounded vocoid /o/
has one phonetic manifestation and occurs in all
vowel positions:

{som) /som/ 'banana'

[mo¥5] /mokd/ "fish'

(én) /én/ 'bone'
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The voiced mid open front unrounded vocoid /e/
rising to a high close front unrounded vocoid /i/
has one phonefic maﬁifestation and occurs in all
vowel positions:

[méiméi] /meimei/ 'earthquake'

(kwé'bidn]  /kwé'bidn/ 'fingernail’

ﬁit] ' /eit/ 'decoration’
The voiced low open central unrounded vocoid /a/
rising to a high close front unrounded vocoid /i/
has one phone{ic manifestation and occur§ in alt

vowel positions:

[4'] /éi "father!
(%7 /4] "knife!
[gé'sém?n] /ga’sémin/' 'to win'
(sa'ydn] /sa'ydn/ 'bird sp.'

The voiced low open central unrounded vocoid /a/
rising to a voiced high closed rounded vocoid /u/
has one phonetic manifestation and occurs ontly
word médial:
[ga"1am) /ta%lam/  fly?
Uﬁséuséll /kisaYsel/ ‘'spirit!

The voiced mid closed back rounded vocoid /o/

~rising to a voiced high closed'rounded vocoid /fu/

has one phonetic manifestation and occurs word

medial and final:
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[gbf6u€@m] /golaYt&m/ "cemetery!
[umdsé /umdssY/ teel!
Supra Segmental Items
Length
See Section 3.2.1.

Stress

Stress is non-contrastive in the Mianmin language.

If there is only one high tone /7/ or high fall-
ing /A/ in the word, it will take the stress.

Should there be more than one high /// tone or

“high glide /a/ they will ré&??iéméqual stress.

4.3.3
4.3.3.1

If all syllables in a word are low tone /v/ or
low rising /v/ each syllable receives'equal
stress.

Tone

There are four emic tones: high /+/, high falling

/A/, low /v/ and low rising /v/.

{ék%?ép] /akul&b/ “taunt?
[wesem?) /wesemé/ 'canoe'!
[muldp] /mulub/ 'descendants'
mifim] /mifim/ © 'sago'

[mindn] " /mindy/ "nose!

[bdsaT] /basil/ 'verandah'
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4.3.3.2 The following tone patterns acdéur on twa and

three syllable words.

Two syilable words:

\
\
W
A
)
/7 N\
/N
"Examples: R
[emit)
[Bwd]
[k%mak]
[s?]?h]
7 [mandg]
[Andk]
(dam?p]
Three syllable words:
AN NN
\\A
WwWv
\\/
N2

/kemit/
/kawd/

/komdk/
/silim/

/1amTb/

'gourd’

taxe! .

" 'headman'

"snake'
'nose'
'bow!

'garden'!
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111
AN

Examples:
(faninwal] /faninwal/ ‘ancestors'
fwésemé] /wesem8/ tcanoe’
EPHED /akuT¥6/ Taunt!
[Jgggbém] /katabdm/  ‘'cave'
LRYT13 Jukali/ "pumpkin!'
(bémdmin] /bemdmin/  ‘caterpillar’
[sinabi] /sindbi/ 'crocodile'
[bdnakTa] /bdndkTa/ ~ ‘'underneath'

4.3.4 Pitch Perturbation
Pitch perturbation occurs across word boundaries.
1) A high tone /7/ on the initial syllable of a
word following a low /v/ on the preceding
word perturbs to low.
Example: )
/b&s8l/ 'verandah'
/né béas&l/ 'my verandah'
/né sum bas®i/ 'my big verandah!
2) A high tone /// or low rising tone /v/ on the
‘tast sylilable of a word preceding a low on
first sylléble of following words perturbs

the low to high.
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Example: »
/fleleg/ 'light'
/kawd flélen/ 'light axe!
/mifim fléleq/ 'light sago’

3) A high falling tone /~/ on the last syllable
of a word preceding a high /7/ on the final
syllable of the following word perturbs the
high to low.

Example:

/sum/ 'big!
/1amTb sum/ ‘'big garden'

4) There is one exception to this rule. A two
syllable word consisting of high /// followed

by low /v/ is never perturbed.

DISTRIBUTION

Consonants

Al} consonants occur sylléble initial and
syllabie final except for /b/, /g/, /w/ and /y/
which oécur only syllable initial, and /h/ which
occurs only word initial; Al consonaﬁts'occur
intervocalically except for /h/ which occurs

only word initial and /g/ which occurs only word

initial and syllable initial following a conson-
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5'2

5.3

ST

~antill fu/ is ot folldwed by’ fu/ and:/y/ is not

followed by /i/.
Vowels
All vowels occur in the nucleus of botn open and

closed syllables. All vowels occur word initial,

"»ﬁédiafugﬁgnfiﬁél'é;gg6£‘7§u/ which occurs‘dnly

word medial and /oY/ which occurs word medial and
final,
Tone

High and low tones occur on any syllable in a

5.4

6.1

word while high ?;IffBg>éna low }}sing only occur
on the final syllable of a word. High falling

also, does not occur on one syliable words.

Syllable

All syllables occur in every position in a word.

ORTHOGRAPHY

Proposed Orthography

Phonemic —Orthography
/b/ b
/t/ I t

/d/ [

/k/ : k
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/a/
/m/
/n/
/n/
/f/
/s/
/w/
/y/
/h/
/i/
e/
/a/
/o/
/u/
/e'/
Ja'/
/aY/
/oY/
Tone /7
/~/
/v/

Tone is to be unmarked.

-9

m
n

ng

ei
ai
au

ou
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6.2

6.3

Loaﬁ Words

Text

{wadnd
/waéné

waano

sweet potato

English
pawpaw
tomato
file

wire
machine
school
penci
matches
spoon
government
policeman
cement

picture

‘money

company

heTép
heléb
heleb

¥
té

te

puli-they come gather-they

Vernacular
féF8
kémdtd

bi'ksé
N
mon3

kdmbén{

by YN N
mlngblanlb

A
a
mindbianib 2

minabianib a

31.

oy

I

eka

eka

and and
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i Pambe oo sgapiande
it¥mé labianib
itamo labianib

A
a

>

a

. LY PR SRR / r Y /
éﬁh_IménLﬂégowwmalt mo

/7 . , 7 TN 4
eka imen Iaqo aliamo
eka imen lango aliamo

dance house dance-they and and taro garden weeds

halibibianib 8 ma
halibibianib a ma

clear-they

gulelép ¥

méén

meen gGTEIéB’sz'

meen guleleb te

string-bag bring come

3 mady i t¥md
& maki_ . itdmé

and some people taro

ba

ba

‘ba

an

bip dand k1Zbian
bib  1dpd  kidbfan
bib lango klabian

people place garden work

N N7 N’ 7
. imepo waano ___. .
. / s 7
imend waano
imeno waano

sweet potato

guTeiép tnébTanid
" guleléb unebianib

guleleb unebianib

d bring ‘go-they

may

. /
mak1

A Y T
dabianib &

_labianib a

-and some people dange house dance-they and some

a bf&n?p {5
4 bianib ta
a bianib ta

‘work-they and
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Undmbiabid be bisnts  fhbl4s2bé widnd
unambiabid be bisnts tabldseb€ wadnd

unambiabio be bisnis tablasebe waano

ate-they. . business white man sweet potato

ha . .dlep ¥ webtanib A mdn%d_bod4bianib
ha oleb té webianib & monto bokibianib
ha oleb te webianib a monio bokabianib

pull out bring come buy-they and money got-they

& nabip 8 sm¥W¥  ¥mé nf yatimbug be]
& nabib 7 t& smVk& t&md ni yatembud be/
a nabib ta smiko temo ni yatembuo be

and stopped-they and picture in we it-look-we .

They pulled sweet potato and gathered it and they
danced_and they cleared weeds in the tafo garden.
Some people got string bags and filled them with
taro and sweet potato and they went. Some people
danced and some people cleared the gardens of
bush and they ate. The white business men bought
the sweet potato that the people pulled and
brought. They got money. We saw it in the

picture.





