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1. Introduction
~ This paper describes the phoneme systen of the Yaweyuhs
language of the Ugrai census division of the Goroka sud-district
of the Bastern Highlands Disirict of'Papua New Guinea. There are
approximately 2000 speakers of Yaweyuha. '
Wurml961 includes Yaweyuha in the Siane Sub-Family of the
Gende ~ Siane — Gahuku — Kamano — Fore Family of the East
New Guinea Highlands stock, but gives Yaweyuha a major separation
from the rest of Siane.
This paper is based on data gathered at Ukarumpa, Papua FWew
: wndr Wi ausgdse oF s.0.L.
Guinea during June, July and August, 1974, The corpus of data
includes a vord list of approximaiely 750 words plus over 50
short stories prepared by Donney Belalo, 18 years of age, and
Phillip Wanopa, 19 years of age, both residents of Apoeto village.
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2. Charts of FPhonemes.
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3. Contrasts

3.1

Consonantse

/o

t/d

/a/n

k/g

k/h

g/h

£gpa
eba

oponlt

obohala

tiyoko
dizoga

atani
Denadaya

kileko:

gita
hiliko

nenako

asago

oseksa,

hiyega

oliha

ohugo

oluho

tree tyce (ironwood)
hair

sweet potato (generic)

cane
village

wallaby
his heart

frog
grass type

spear-
his wife

come out
guitar
bend down

since
olsem (historical)

thus
story, history

earth
flying fox

green
Children, youth
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3. Contrasts continued....s.consonanis,

ilyfle Ja rig
ya tree
sako. olsem (non-historical)
- mija garden
apiya yam type
niseko I come
nesa thing
i/a jowe fireman
dova good
mija garden
jatida the pig
1/a lowe two
dowa good
elamobo not knowing
eda heavy
VA4 bode banana tyve
voe I cook in a ground oven
¥o God
ohohala his heart
uvohe bird tyne
ovo string bag
baka ’"/
wanopa snake type

vae They cdok im a ground oven
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3., Contrasts continued.....consonants,

b/w/w conte.

3e 2Ze

bisinisi

viki

wigilida

bebe
Slopaveds

salogawada

VYowels

i/e/a/o/u
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business
cook in a ground oven

tree type

yam type
bird type
mneke tyve

his leg
shell

his words
girl

dog

his kmee
his mouth

yam type
sveet potato (generic)
his body

boy
village

banana (generic)
yam (generic)
his leg

belt
village
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3e Contr-oin
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{oeyuha ~honemos toge .

shere hnw mot bLorn time to do nn rnnlysis of the tone systen
of Yaweyuvha, :md the conclusions contuained horein and even the
tones meried on examples are hishly tentative. Tising tone hos
been notecd on very few words, moct of thenm monosyllabic, but it

seene o controst Uith both high and low.

s

o {«la‘z'}" very Foy: oromlosibe hesre LDoen nnted in the dsta thus far,
nd o more detailed -honctic description would be exnected und more
cotiniactory if such could be obtained. The main reason for the

‘e E L - 3 o~ 4, P JU T R A PO @ TNT s et N -
“roof ohonetie dotrdl 4o dite ie thot Lediblor ond Junes did o

Tootengdive ohononie oy Deeedoe s T - : I
rhioddy oo o tlwrowh movlodge of the vhonemic syatems
clorcly »of ted mhdoe and Siane languages resvectively,

in the Tiwst few days of work with the Yaweyuha mon, in order

to provide a workable orthogranhic framevork for the preparation
of reading materials as speedily as possible. e have tended to
near suboccuently throwch this arid, and have bhecen less o zre of
Tiner «otnile o nrwobloms vwve ¢risen thus {or in the writing of
any naterials, o nor in readins vith wderstanding vwhen some
naterials veres tested with Yaweyuha sweaters nlvendy liternte in

nlich,

- T - 2
~2te is na

o B4

(o

ollovs:
Aele The " i vhonemes /t/, /af, [/v/ and /j/, and occas ionay
/n/, have fronted allophones vhich occur in free fluctuaiion

N

The: phonetic dot-il notc

=2

with the nhonctic norme /s/ and /j/ =lso have allovhones

with slightly srenter friction intervocualically.

de2e A lenis allovhone of ﬂg/ occurs intervoenlicn:lly, ~nd on

one occasion at least has been heard as /g/

" [sogotiye/ £ sogohyed A L sogotive] ¢5 okt (werght)
5 . $
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Teseription— variants conte
4.3. The vhonenc /1/ is retroflexed nedially ond tends to be
wnretroflexed or only slightly retroflexed initielly. In contrest
to related languages, it does not huve a flapped laberal oxr vibrand
allovhone.
fefie The phonenc fw hae =z lénis Cif] allovhone which occurs
following /a/ in fluctustion with Twl.

[Yaveyuha/ £ Ya,feyalmj L Vaweyuhal longuage name,

/ lawaha!/ € laBahal A [/awahal Aash
4+5e High tone /7 / has a dovn glide allotone [\j vhich
occurs on the Ffinnl syllable of i'inal verbs.

A1l tonemes have higher allotones at the beginning of a stream

of oncech, vwhich becbme nrogressivély lower as speech continues
70 to w reneral lovering of the entire voice register during the

¢ oree of normel snheech eventse

5« Distribution.
5¢1s General.

There are no closed syllables, and no consonant clusterse
Jowel clusters of tio vovels occur within the same syllable, and
clustrrs of up to three vowels have been observed across syllable

boundories (see scetion 5.2 for cramples. )

4
T"he following syllable types occur:
P4
v ula dog
- PR
cv [ nte) birc
vV 24 30 yeotordny, “ewocrow
S =
cvvV naiye he eatse.

‘e 26  Specific.

S

“efele fAhe folloving vowel combinations have been observed within

the sylinble:
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5. digtrivution continued.

ol nziye he eats an auyvuln Fractotalol

o

meina . vnnyment a yuhao plant it (imp. sg)

oi- oina greens - ae wae they went
ul oluion children ou NOU~n0U sxolosion
ac Anoeto villape name

Tt i= owoected thet the vowel combinations eu and iu may also

Y 23 - N}

b founé vithin the syllable with further data.

o2

5.2.2. he following vowsl combinations have been observed across

e.0 . leowojiye he filled i%

o.uL  aitoaito roeh different(lit other—othe#)

Hany more such combinations would be created if oredictable

intervocrlic /y/%s and /=/te vere omitted. Langvage helvpers ond

-

ti-r~ vho helped ve test the reading materiols hrve va ed in their

. /4 -

5 ¢aiting trensitionalfy/ and ;"/. In some cases they

are inconcistent ~nd say that it could he “pitien cither way,

-

yoarticuviaxr

;..a
e

s wit: y/. Bot in other crces lhey iccl sirongly
that it :»eald dither o there or be omitied and have produced at
e~ L on oeeilis contrast botitcen the resence v SUSEN0E 0.

intervocalic +/ across syllable boundarice:

N 157 two
o -
o ioe Y say

It i oosible et tone comtrast weuld infiu uence the feeling
forffho TOeSOUEGT T ubsoﬂce of /w/'in bot? these vwordsy It would
scem to, o0 R € A 10t3 in teaching ¢nd in -rofucing written
ﬁaﬁeriélg i &siﬂﬁiti gt 7 ':/ and. /“/9 could ﬁo cither con*istontl&
wrgttcnfer coneustenu.f aiiitiied.

.
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5. Distribution continueds

The feature of reduplication for compomdi;qg or intensifying
willl also: create many vowel clusters across syllable boundaries
and possibly cause &ifficulty in readings The crfpgcaphic use of
v hyphen between such clusters may be advisable.
ie aito~aito. each different (see example 3 above).

6. Orthography
6+le Previous orthographies - none that we know of.
6e2s MSed orthography. *

As phonemie norms; except that we propose not to write tones
To date only 1l minimal pairs have been noted, and Yaweyulia Yacks
the phonemic downglide contrast which makes it neoeésa.ry to write
tone in Siane. The tone system of Yaweyuha appears to follow
more the pattern of Gahuku where it lms heen found to be uneceasary
to write tone for clear understanding of written materials

VU’DTICS



