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FOREWORD

Some of the glory of the Philippines lies in the beautiful
variety of people and languages within its coasts. It is to the
great credit of the national leadership over the years that no
attempt has been made to destroy this national heritage. The
goal has been instead to preserve its integrity and dignity
while building on this strong foundation a lasting super-struc-
ture of national language and culture.

The present book is one of many designed for this pur-
pose. It recognizes the pedagogical importance of dividing
literacy and second-language learning into two steps—literacy
being the first. When a student has learned to read the
language he understands best, the resulting satisfaction in his
accomplishment gives the drive and confidence he needs to
learn the national language. His ability to read, furthermore, is
the indispensable tool for the study this program will require.

The Ministry of Education and Culture of the Philippines
is proud to present this latest volume in a nationwide series
designed to teach the national language through literacy in the
vernaculars. It will strengthen both the parts of the nation and
the whole.

Juan L. Manuel
Minister






PREFACE

This primer, the first in a series of three, has been pre-
pared for use in teaching the Kalagan-speaking people of Min-
danao to read.

The method used in constructing the set of primers is a
synthesis of two current methods—the phonic and the sylla-
ble. The phonic method is used for the introduction of vowels:
the syllable method for the remainder.

The Kalagan alphabet has twenty letters. They are: a, b, k,
two syml-).ol-s_fc; glottal stop syllable final glottal stop is
marked by a grave accent over the preceding vowel; between
vowels or following a consonant, glottal stop is marked by a
hyphen.

Primer 1 introduces the pupil to a, i, u, e, the most com-
mon vowels, by far, in Kalagan. The e is the high, mid..
unrounded vowel and is pronounced somewhat as the e in the
Pangasinan language. The other two vowels, o and &, are
taught in Primer 3.

Primer 1 also introduces the consonants m, k, s. They are
introduced in full syllables, never as isolated phonic units.
They are always taught in combination with a vowel. Syllable
initial, they are taught as ma, ka, sa, etc. and syllable final as
am, ak, as, etc. Introduction of the closed syllables (consonant,
vowel, consonant) involves drills of mam, kak, sas, etc.. and all
their possible combinations.

This primer moves the slowest in the series. It moves
more slowly in its first half than it does in its last half. This is
intended to accustom the new pupil, who may be either preoc-
cupied or unorganized in his thoughts, as to what certain
basics in reading are, such as what a book is for and how to
read it properly, while not being confronted too suddenly with
a bulk of new material. At the same time, it invites and



encourages even possible early drop outs to take a brighter
attitude while they are acquiring the skill of reading.

The authors of this set of primers, members of the Sum-
mer Institute of Linguistics, are deeply grateful for the amount
of linguistic materials collected by former workers among the
Kalagans, Francis B. and Jane Dawsorf, also members of the
Institute.

Literacy Committee

Summer Institute of Linguistics
Nasuli, Malaybalay

Bukidnon, Philippines
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sa ka saka Saka
ma sa masa Masa
ama kama saka masa
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Makasaka si ama.
Sumaka si ama.
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a mak
a mas
ka mas

ma amak
ma kamas

maka amak
maka kamas
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ma-amak
makamas

maka-amak
makakamas

Malim si ama sa amas.
Malim si ama sa kama.
Malim si ama makamas.



Makasaka si ama sa amas.
Malim si ama sa amas.
Sumaka si ama.



10




Si
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Si
mi Mi
ki Ki
Si Si
Si sa
si Ki siki
mi Ki miki
ka mi kami
mas ki maski
ama kama siki
kami miki amas
amak saka maski




miki
ma miki mamikli
maka miki makamiki

Malim si ama sa miki.
Malim kami sa miki.
Sumaka si ama sa miki.
Sumaka kami sa miki.
Mamiki si ama aw kami.
Makamiki si ama aw kami.
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mi mim iim mi mim iim
ki kik i ik ki kik i ik

si sis iis si sis iis
mim kim sim im
kik sik mik ik
sis mis kis is
mim mik mis
kim kik kis
sim sik sis ’
im ik is
sak mim kis kak sik
kam sis mik sim kim
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mi sik misik

mi mis mimis
kis kis kiskis
ma misik mamisik
ma mimis mamimis

ma kiskis makiskis

maka misik makamisik
maka mimis makamimis
maka kiskis makakiskis

Makakiskis si ama.
Makiskis si ama.
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Malim si ama sa miki aw mimis.

Malim kami sa miki aw mimis.

Sumaka si ama aw kami.

Sumaka si ama aw kami sa mimis aw miki.
Mamiki si ama aw kami.

Mamimis si ama aw kami.

Makamiki si ama aw kami.

Makamimis si ama aw kami.
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| u
u sa usa
u ma uma
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mu Mu

ku Ku

su Su

mu mi ku ki su si
u mu umu su ka suka
ka mu kamu Su su susu
a ku aku Su Si Susi

mi ku miku suma ka sumaka
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miku
susu
suka

ma miku
ma susu
ma suka

maka miku
maka susu
maka suka

Malim kami sa biku.
Makamiku kami.
Mamiku kami.
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mamiku
masusu
masuka

makamiku
makasusu
makasuka

Sumaka si ama sa biku.
Sumaka kami sa biku.

Sumaka aku sa biku mu.
Sumaka aku sa biku ku.



mu mum uum mu mum uum
ku kuk u uk ku kuk u uk
su u us su u us
mum kum sum um
kuk suk muk uk
mus kus us
mum muk mus
kum kuk kus
sum suk
um us
mak sam Kkus mik sas muk

kim kus sik
mik suk

sam kum mis
kam mus suk sik




a kus akus
suk suk  suksuk
ka suk kasuk

ma suksuk masuksuk

maka akus maka-akus
maka suksuk makasuksuk

Malim si ama sa akus.
Malim aku sa akus.
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ku Kku
sa sa
si si
sSu su
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mu mu mumudy

Ku ku kuku

su ka suka

ma mumu mamumu
ma kuku makuku
maka mumu makamumu
maka kuku makakuku

Makamumu kami sa miki mu?
A-a.

Makamumu kamu sa miki ku.
Mamumu aku sa miki mu.
Makakuku aku sa miyaw ku.
Makuku aku.
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e sa esa
ma esa ma-esa

Ma-esa aku sa miki.
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me ke se
Me Ke Se

me Me
ke Ke
-
se Se
i sé isé ke ke keke

ke me keme

Malim aku sa isé ku.

Makeme ya isé ku sa mimis.
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ise

keme
ma ise ma-ise
ma keme makeme
maka isé maka-ise
maka keme makakeme

Makemeé aku sa amas.
Makakemé kamu sa amas.

Malim ya iseé ku sa mimis.
Makeme ya isé ku sa mimis mu.
Masuka ya isé ku sa mimis.
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ke kek e ek
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sum mik
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me mes
mes mes
ke mes

ma memes
ma mesmes
ma kemes

maka memes
maka mesmes
maka kemes

memes
mesmes
kemes

mamemes
mamesmes
makemes

makamemes
makamesmes
makakemes

Malim kami sa biku.
Mamiku kami.
Mamesmes kami sa biku.



Malim si ama sa amas aw biku.
Malim aku sa amas aw biku.
Makasaka kami sa amas aw biku.
Sumaka kami sa amas aw biku.
Makamemes kami sa biku.
Mamemes kami sa biku.
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Kalagan

mumu
sa
saka
Si
siki
suka
suka

durugin

sa

humanap ng
pagkain

si

paa

sumuka

suka

Cebuano

sa
pangita
Si

ti-il
suka
suka

English
to crumb

the, a, an
to look for food

marker for proper noun
foot

to vomit

vinegar
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