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Tlacoatzintepec Chinantec

EXTRAPOSITION AND THE FOCUS WORD IN

TLACOATZINTEPEC CHINANTEC1

by Mabel Lewis

1. Introduction

28]
.

Extraposition

3. The Focus Word

4. Cohesive Functions of Extraposition and Focus Word

INTRODUCTION
1. Prominence in Tlacoatzintepec Chinantec is signalled primarily
by extraposition, by a focus word/ pad,) and by a combination of

extraposition and the focus word.2
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Extraposition, working independently of the focus word, occurs
primarily Jin those parts of the discourse which are of thematic
significance, that 1is, in those c¢lauses which ~“carry the discourse
forward”’ or "~“contribute to the progression of the narrative or
argument’’ (Callow 1974.52). Its function {Hin such material is to
underline the significant components of clauses which contribute to the
development of the theme of hortatory, descriptive, and procedural

discourse, or to the eventline of the narrative discourse.

The focus word pas, on the other hand, occurs primarily in
nonthematic material, that is, 1in material which '‘serves as a
commentary on the thematic’” (Callow 1974.52). Its function is to
underline the significant components of clauses which comment on
statements made on the themeline, and which give additional information

regarding events which have occurred in the backbone of the narrative.

One discourse function is shared by extraposition and the focus

marker, and one function of extraposition occurs in both thematic and

nonthematic material.

Examples are given to illustrate how each of these devices function

in discourse.

EXTRAPOSITION.

Wkpchn . Lew Lewis 9-Sept-85



2. Extraposition is defined, for the purposes of this paper, as
any change from the normal word order within the clause. In Chinantec,
the verb phrase normally occupies the first position of the clause.
Extraposition is most often achieved by moving one or more components to
a position preceding the verb. In the vast majority of cases,
extraposed material occurs at the beginning of the clause, except where
a negative particle or phrase applies only to the extraposed cohponents.
Exceptions are infrequent: location words are sometimes extraposed to a
position between the verb and subject, and extraposed second objects

also do not precede the verb.3

With very few exceptions, components of extraposed material remain
in the same order after being extraposed as they would have been in

their normal position.

In the examples given in this section of the paper, boxes will be
drawn around extraposed material, with the arrow indicating where those

components would normally occur.

2.1. EXAMPLES OF EXTRAPOSED COMPONENTS. Nearly svery post-verbal

component of the Chinantec clause may be extraposed. No examples have

been found to date to show extraposition, independent of focus word
of the adJjective phrase or the second obJject. The subject of the ¢

is the component most often extraposed.
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Examples of the extraposition of each clause component are given
below. The various functions of extraposition will bz given in sections

following.

(a) subject extraposed
Tsp3eind Joanz Juad JInh3.

that person d‘ied(3)4 trail Usila

‘That person died on the traijil to (the town of)

Usila.’

(b) object extraposed
JEh3 pand efnd céd3thédnhis.
animal big the grabbed(3)

“The big animals he grabbed.’

(c) location phrase extraposed
Ninz Jons chil kTosco

on that stands(I) kiosco
*On top of that (place) stands a kiosco.’
(d) predicate adjective extraposed

Tas cousd Jad 163

neg scary int sb

Wkpechn. Lew Lewis 9-Sept-85



“It’s not very scary.’

(e) predicate noun extraposed

Jéand tas a3 naind thiad
neg int neg no longer war there is
JT121al.

here

“There 1is no longer any war here.

(f) manner phrase extraposed v ‘ wi}
“ s ‘l' Q. " s ot oot
Jan4 ta3 w3tan? Jnénh2s  Jjah3. xk31bw- .
“-._M_/"r / J‘, [ t
neg int neg regularly kill-3 animals

‘But people don’t regularly slaughter animals.’

(g) time phrase extraposed
Ca3nainsd cuhd i3

when it’s still dark eat (impv) tortillas

quiédhl! mpn2tb42 ras aird.

ref (2) when well hangs

‘Eat breakfast early in the morning when 1it?s good

weather .’ .,N#'E

Wkpechn . Lew Lewis 9-Sept-85



(h) obJect of referent extraposed
Tsp3e@ind aog ! guiohl 73i7a34.

that person hangs (1) reféf him nom—-comes (1)

*Those peoples’ (coffee) will hang (grow) +in the

coming year.’

2.2. THE MAJOR FUNCTION OF EXTRAPOSITION. The major function of
extraposition, independent of the focus word pa2, is to underline or

..........

give emphasis to the significant components of clauses which contribute
to the development of the theme of the discourse, or which are on the

eventline of a narrative discourse.

Extraposition frequently occurs in clauses 1in whiq% the first
thematic "statement of the discourse is made or in those which name the
topic of the paragraph. The following three examples comprise the
opening clauses of three texts. In each case the significant component
is highlighted by extraposition, indicating its importance to the thene

of the corresponding discourse.

The relator of the text from which Example 1 is taken urges his

fellow townsmen to work harder.

Example 1

Wkpchn.lLew Lewis 9-Sept-—-85



Ca3naind cuhd 73 quidhl

when it’s still dark eat(imp) tortillas ref(2)

mon2ep4s raeld 374,

when well hangs(I)

“Eat breakfast early in the morning when it’s good

weather.”’

Example 2
Man3tsdt 13 naéns Jnanitz2 183, mén2lin2.
1n£ dem Taugh(I) I sb Adelina
Jnédnhl! coud Jmond Jan3 tsp3hRounhd
int strangely does(3) one man
néne Jnon3.

walking there out of sight

1 really feel l1ike laughing, Adelina. A man

walking over there is doing really funny things.’

Wkpchn.Lew Lewis 9-Sept-85



Example 3 is taken from a text describing how tortillas are made.
The word “man’ is highlighted, since later on in the discourse the other
responsibilities having to do with the making of tortillas are ascribed

to the woman.

Example 3
Ts@3Aounhd nindguioun’ cuu3  quioh .. ey
o 7
man goes to bring(3) corn r?fof him ;5{ L}nw =
AN _':,'/'/' '4 ¢
quiv nainhd4 nindcups.

is inside inside corncrib

“The man goes to bring his corn from where it is

inside the corncrib.’

The following two examples are the first clauses of the paragraphs

in which they occur, and name the topics of those paragraphs.

The theme of the text from which Example 4 +is taken is that a
fiesta taking place in a town nearby is very good. The person relating

the text enumerates the good points of the fiesta.

Example 4

Wkpchn.Lew Lewis 9-Sept-85



Toun2 nbénd tsousd Jmond sounl.

two groups persons make(3) music

*Two bands are making music (at the fiesta).

(9]

Example

Cuol2nidbnhz nanh4d minh? calrd

to and make(impv) vou(pl) Tittle money

NnIN2Jjusdhd tad thiad quiahi;

if neg there is refdf you

ta?2 Jou3 niond nuinsd cound.

work town sb vear next

“Go and make a little money if you don’t have

any, (because) there will be town work next year.’

Extraposition occurs less frequently in thematic clauses occurring

in other parts of the paragraph.

Extraposition also highlights new information, especially in

material which is part of the themeline.

Wkpchn.l.ew Lewis 9-Sept-85
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Example 6
Guazjuanhl Jnanl? counsd cuento
would like to-say(intv)(1) I one story
178h3 163 Jond 73 cH3cpH2 Jan3d tsou3d,
adv sb that dcm dreamt(3) one person
Judh3. Te@3lo42 c&3chpnis Judh3.
said(3) burro dreamt about-3 said(3)

I would like to tell a story about what a man said

he dreamt. It was about burros he dreamt, he sadid.’

Example 7
Ca&3culind pa2 tsoud tionh2. Ji2l43 manh3
fTed(3) FOC persons pl where-sb mountains

ATn2e7édnhis .

went to live-3

“The people fled (from the flood). To the mountains

they went to stay.’

Example 8

Wkpchn.lLew Lewis 9-Sept-—-85
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Jon3 cl3ATh2apls. Counsd Ji2143

then went to chase and chased-3 one where-sb
Jminh! caun? c&3/003s lein3.
base rock caught-3 perceive(3)

*Then he went and chased (them). At the base of a

rock he caught up with them, he dreamt.’

One of the most common functions of extraposition dis to signhal

contraexpectancy in thematic material.

Example 9
Tasd cbninein? oul tod quiohl 1783/78n34
neg same herb cures(l) ref(3) all
Jah3.
animals

It is not the same herb that cures (the bites

of) all animals (snakes).’

Example 10

Wkpchn.Lew Lewis 89-Sept-85
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Tasz 17&3/8n34 €t2n3 nounh4 ous guiohl
neg everyone knows how(3) find(3) herbs ref:for
JAh3 niondz2.

animals but

‘But not everyone knows how to find herbs for (to

cure) snakesbites.’

Example 11
Quinh4 tald Esp3mpn3 42 niondl.
neg int neg women weave(3) but

*But it isn’t the women who weave.’

Example 12

Thiol2 ts@3jaul mainh2 ain3d tad gqui2 .

mother possum little the neg allow(3)

“But the mother of the little possum wouldn’'t allow

(it).”’

THE FOCUS WORD

Wkpchn.Lew Lewis 9-Sept-85
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3. The focus word(ggg Loccurs almost always in clauses which are

S It’s major function 98 to highlight the significant

nonthematic.
components of clauses which make some kind of statement about preceding
thematic material in the discourse. In narrative texts, it occurs in
clauses which comment on or give additional information on that which is
part of the eventline. In other kinds of texts it occurs in clauses
which support or give additional information regarding statements made
in clauses which are part of the themeline. In all types of discourse

it occurs 1in clauses the content of which is contrastive with statements

previously made on the theme or eventline.

In the majority of cases, components of the clause which are

o

highlighted by the focus word Cpa? ere also extraposed. The major

exception is the predicate qggp or adjective. The extraposition of
PN

components put in focus by “pad /Qometimes gives emphasis to those
components~: In other cases  the extraposition contributes to poetic

effect (see examples 60 through 64).

The focus word normally highlights the word or phrase which
immediately precedes it in the discourse, although entire clauses canh be
in focus (see examples 41 through 44). It d4is wusually obvious which
component or components are in focus when words or phrases in focus are
extraposed. When material in focus is not extraposed, however, it is
often less obvious which component or components are in focus. In many
cases everything in the clause which precedes the focus marker appears

to be in focus.

Wkpchn.lLew Lewis 9-Sept-85
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In the majority of cases, when focus marker pa? functions 1in

extraposed material, all of the extraposed material is placed 1in focus.

The adjective phrase +is the only major exception. AdJjective phrases
placed in focus by paZ when extraposed are never extraposed
independently of thke subjects which they modify. The entire noun

phrase, therefore, 1is extraposed, but with only the adjective or

adJjective phrase in focus.

3.1. EXAMPLES OF FOCUSED CONSTITUENTS. Examples of all of the
clause components which have been found to occur with the focus word are
given below. In the first example given for each component, the element
in focus {1s extraposed. In the second, the element in focus is in its
normal position. Only one example is given 1in those cases in which

components have been found to occur in only one of those positions.

(a) subject in focus

L7&3/8n34 nein2 J&h3 thian3 pal2 tionh2
avery kind animal there is FOC stands/is(3)
“Every kind of animal there is was there.’

.......

AT4 JmBn3  pal, Judh3d monalinz.

hangs (1) rain FOC says(3) Adelina

Wkpchn.Lew Lewis 9-Sept-—-85



15

.

“It’s raining, that’s why, Adelina says.

(b) obJject in focus

A3thiahd pal Jimonds

blankets FOC make-3

"Blankets is what they make.’

Nibn3s 1137en4d Julimaind pals.

wants-3 disb-know(3) Tlanguage FOC-3
"She wants to learn the (our) languages.’

(c) adjective phrase +in focus

Jubn34 pal jE&h3 c$3./6n3s

many FOC animals captured-3

"He captured pany animals.’

Thiasd 170003 18034 pas? mon3 cohds.

there are many int FOC medicines handle-3

..........

(d) manner phrase in focus

Wkpechn.Lew Lewis 9-Sept-85



e

GUe3 J1&nh! pal c83néns3 mandlehd

Tow int FOC travelled(l) airplane

L784quini 18134 pal.

dried up(l) {int FOC

“They (the crops) dried up completely.’

(e) time phrase in focus

Nén2 pa2 mand nanzjmolnhds niunlz

now FOC presently pl-make-3 houses (3)

tionhd niondl2.

their again

“Now, however, they are making their houses again.’

Guazninndénsd Jnanil2? €i&3minhi

think I will-go walking(1) I Tittle while

pa2, leinss.

FOC think-3

1 think I will go walking a Tittle while,’’ he

Wkpchn.Lew Lewis 9-Sept-85



thought.’

(f) location phrase in focus

Nainh3 hiosco Jon3 pa2 163 JilZmanh! minhl .

inside kiosco that FOC sb market little

“Inside that kiosco there is a little market.’

Jaul quioh? sa742 73 thias Ji2lal pal.

word refabout yucca dcm there is here FoOC

“A word about the yucca that there is here.’

(g) referent phrase in focus

Jupd coche quiohl tsp3aind paz2

means car reféf(3) that person FOC

ATnZnén2 Jjnanhl.

went going we

‘By means of that person’s car we went.’

Man3ts] guion3d tsP 3= cé3nainzs soan?

int pleased hearts-3 Jlistened-3 music

Wkpchn . Lew Lewis 9-Sept-85



guiohl tsous JTInh3 pals.

reféf(3) persons Usila FOC-3

“They really enjoyed listening to the music of the

people from (the town of) Usila.’

(h) verb in focus

Quinh4 tad nirtén? paz  Jjnapnlz cbhls.

nag int neg open(l) FOC lock handles~-3

4

“The lock he was handling Jjust wouldn’t open.

(i) predicate noun in focus

Thia 1783743 pal  lendl.

there is significance FOC think(1)

*There is a significance (to the dream, I think.’

(J) predicate adjective in focus

Re3 pas2 143 JInh3.

good FOC sb Usila

............

Wkpchn.Lew Lewis 9-Sept-85



Tionha res palesp3.

are(pl) well FOC-3

They are well.

(k) second obJject in focus

Ca&3quiah4 caund pals

hit(pst)(3) rock FOC-3

“He hit (them) with a rock,

19

leins.

perceive(3)

he dreamt.

(1) sentence conJunotion in focus

I3 /on3 pazl

for this reason FOC

mqh2t¢42 cld3ag 34 mani3iohd

when hung (1)

ménh3 pal guia? ca3niond

mountain big because adv-sb

cous

scary

airplane

minhl 163

little sb

Waralx;

place-sb

chi2 tp4gliélr.

air underneath

“For this reason it’s a little scary when the plane

was hung over big mountains:

underneath.

Wkpchn.Lew
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3.2. THE MAJOR FUNCTION OF THE FOCUS WORD. As has already been
stated, the major function of the focus word pa? is to highlight the
significant components of clauses which comment positively or negatively

on statements made on the themeline or eventline of a discourse.

3.2.1. First the function of pa? will be discussed and illustrated
in those clauses which give positive support or additional {dnformation
regarding material on the themeline of expository, procedural, or

hortatory texts or in the eventline of narrative texts.

In Examples 13 to 19, clauses in which the focus word pa? occurs
make statements about the topic of the paragraph in which they occur.
Themeline material begins on the lefthand margin, and statements
commenting on that material are indented.

Example 13 1is taken from a text about the sheep in a certain town.
The relator interrupts the discourse from time to time to discuss the
sheep with another person present, Adelina.

Example 13

Man3t&dl cod  tionhis.

Wkpehn.Lew Lewis 9-Sept-—-85



int

rs 7

int

Lé3

why

Manal3ts! guiohd

int

*They are very ugly.

Wkpchn.Lew

ugly are(pl)-3
L7&3/aind pal tionhls.
muddy FOC are(pl)-3
ladhd _iniénids.
bad look~-3

LT53guahd

hardened
1783g034

1ike that

pretty

AT4

hangs (1)

Jons

that s why

Jartnd.

clay

Jaind pal tionhis.

clay FOC are(pl)-3

163, 1in3 men2lins.

sb think(2) Adelina
tionhis.
are(pl)-3

Jmpn3  pal _Jjushd manllins.

rain FOC says(3) Adelina
pal quianl JEN3 gon34
FOC carry() animals those

They’'re muddy. They look

Lewis
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awful. They stand covered with hardened mud. Why
is it like that, do vou think, Adelina? They are
very pretty. It’s because it’s raining, Adelina

says. That’'s why those animals have clay on them.’

Example 14 is taken from a text about the raising of pigs 1in the
relator’s hometown. In this section of the text, he says that when
there are a lot of people in the village slaughtering pigs and selling

the meat about the same time, not every part of the pig is sold.

Example 14

Thianid4 in2 782 Jad niondl?2.

there isn’t anyone buys(3) a lot and...either

LAS thibld pal nans.

sh left over(l) FOC meat

Thias Jous saihl.

there is skin fried

Thi62 paz mpn2ted? jnabhls.

left over(l) FOC when ki11-3

Wkpchn.Lew Lewis 9-Sept--85



“And there aren’t people who buy a lot,

happens that meat is left over. There s

either.

fried

skin. (It is) left over when they slaughter.’
Example 15
L7§h3  Jménha nund mindjiontd. JUndnhi!  thiad
how do(2) vyou compadre(1) int there is
i3 cOhd nung.
dem eat(2) vyou
Tsp3apg! t4n3 pPaz nan3d nianhl nuns,
hung(I) always FOC meat house(2) vyour
Jen3den.
see-1
LioGn3 _Jjad pal nGn3 apl nianhl
much int FOC meat hung(l) house(?)
nun3d, Jen34en.
your see-1
Az 7 17843./834 magn2 pal nansd
hung(l) every day FOC meat
Wkpchn . Lew
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niondl.

and

> ““What do you do, "~ “compadre’’, that you have
(meat) to eat? Always there is meat hung in
your house, I’ve noticed. Lots of meat +is hung

.............

in your house, I°ve noticed. And every day

v

meat hangs.’’

Example 16

Tad res 163 Mitla.

neg g¢good sb Mitla

Ladhd pal coh4l? tsous.

bad FOC hometowns(3) persons

GUué2  laphd G3guinhl pal.

soil bad int FOC

“It’s not good in Mitla. The hometowns of (other
people are bad. (They have) soil that is

completely bad.’

Example 17

2

Chani1e Jnanl2 coun3 Jjaul 6h3 tar

Wkpchn . Lew Lewis 9-Sept-85
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say(intv)(1) I one word what work

Jmonds Mitla.

do-3 Mitla

Jmond Mitla pals &3thiahd mgnhl Jjl1é3

make(3) Mitla FOC-3 blankets thick 1int

Jons.

those

L7883 JB34 nein2 pald Jmonds.

every kind FOC make-3

1711 say a word about the work they do in (the town
of) Mitla. In Mitla they make those really thick

blankets. They make every kind of blanket.’

Example 18

C&3tsoln3s J&h3 ain3, lein3, Judh3.

grabbed-3 animals those perceive(3) said(3)

C&3quiahg caun2 pals leing.

hit(pst)(3) rock FOC~-3 perceive(3)

“He grabbed those animals, he said he dreamt. He

Wkpechn.Lew Lewis 9-Sept-85
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The following are paragraph topic sentences from a hortatory text.
The theme of the discourse is that the people of the relator’s hometown
should work harder. It is uncertain why the final topic sentence is

without the focus word.

Example 21

Cous pal Jabhl nanh4 minhi thons3.

corn FOC plant(impv) vyou(pl) Tlittle more
Plant a l1ittle more corn.’

raz2 cafreé nendz2 pa2  Jmbn?2 tsoud

work coffee Just about FOC do(3) persons

cazminhl niondl2.

Tittle also

‘People are Just about to do the work of planting

coffee also.’

Aund Jabdht nanihd minhi thon3 nuin3

chile plant(impv) vyou(pl) Tittle more vear

Wkpchn. Lew Lewis 9-Sept-85
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hit the with a rock, he dreamt.’

Example 19
LB coun3d ning Ji2 nenhis conisnonhl
sb one house where gather-3 hour
Afnz2. Jendds condnonhl! quids? niondl?.
nine finish-~3 hour ten and

Coun3d hora pa2 _Jimonds tal.

one hour FOC do-3 worlk

L7833 /on3 pa? Jmonds tiullas.

thus FOC do-3 nowadays

“It is a house where they gather at nine o’clock.
And it finishes at ten o’clock. For an hour they

work. That’s how they do it nowadays.’

3.2.2. The focus word pa? occasionally occurs in clauses which are
part of the themeline of an expository discourse or part of the backbone
of a narrative. This takes place in clauses which announce the topics

of paragraphs, when these clauses themselves reiterate the theme of the

Wkpechn.Lew Lewis 9-Sept-85



59"
discourse and comment on one aspect of that theme. The focus word may
also occur in the topic sentence of a paragraph which gives a summary of

the discourse or reiterates in some way the theme of the discourse.

The person relating the text from which the three sentences 1in
Example 20 are taken describes a trip he took by plane. The theme of
the text s that the trip went well, and the sentences below, each of
which are topic sentences of separate paragraphs, reiterate and expand

on the theme.

Example 20

Res3 paz2 Jou3 Jnanhl.

well FOC came(1pl) we

“We came well.’

Res pa2 183 man3lghd, a7l JT2ATN4 2.

well FOC sb airplane hangs(I) place—-above

‘The plane goes well, flying in the air.’

Cuus4 pal Jnanh! res.

arrived(ipl) FOC we well

“We arrived well.”’

Wkpchn. Lew Lewis 9-Sept-85
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The following are paragraph topic sentences from a hortatory text.
The theme of the discourse is that the people of the relator’s hometown
should work harder. It is uncertain why the final topic sentence s
without the focus word.

Example 21

Cuud pal Jjaphl nanhd minhit thons.

corn FOC plant(impv) vyou(pl) little more

“Plant a little more corn.’

Taz caré nendz pald Jmbén2 tsoud

work coffee Just about FOC do(3) persons

cazminhl? niond2.

Tittle also

‘People are Just about to do the work of planting

coffee also.’

Aund Jadht nanhd minhi thon3 nuinsd

chile plant(impv) vyou(pl) Tittle more vear

Wkpchn.Lew Lewis 9-Sept-—-85
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couns nron4dz.

next also

“And plant a little more chile next year, also.’

The following is the topic sentence of a paragraph which g¢gives a

summary of a text about the weaving which is done in the town of Mitla.

Example 22

Jmond Mitla pals ad3tchiah4 mgnhil Jj1é3 _Jjons.

make(3) Mitla FOC-3 blankets thick 1int those

"They make in Mitla those really thick blankets.’

This reiterates the theme of the discourse, which is given 1in the

following sentence which occurs near the beginning of the text:

Mitla Jmond tsould tal s 2= a3thiah4d.

Mitla do(3) persons work weave-3 blankets

“In Mitla the people do the work of weaving

blankets.’
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In narrative texts, the movements of the characters from place ¢to

place often indicates change of paragraph. When such movement comprises

a significant portion of the eventline of the text, the motion verbs of

paragraph topic sentences are sometimes put in focus.

Example

Example

23

I3 /on Jjébnh pa2  Jnanl?2 niond?.
tﬁén came back home(3) FOC 1 again.
*Then I came back home again.’

24

Ca&3tanhs pazs menleg4:  mans
went back home(3) FOC-3 when perf
17847613 Jah3 ein3, leinds

were captured(3) animals those perceive-3

Judh3.

said(3)
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“"He went back home when those animals had been

‘captured, he dreamt, he said.’

3.2.3. The function of pa? in those clauses which make statements
contrasting with material on the themeline or eventline will be

L}

illustrated in Examples 25-31.

In most cases, pas puts into focus the s-ignificant components of
clauses which make statements contrasting with material which has been
given in the topic sentences of the paragraph in which they occur, or in
other thematic or eventline c¢lauses 1in the paragraph. This s

illustrated in Examples 25-30.

Example 25

Tasd calaul man3canhd nonds.

neg chickens already big sell-3

JEh3 meTnh2 pal2 13 n +nds.

animals 1little FOC dcm sell-3

“It’s not adult chickens that they sell. What they

sell is Jlittle chickens.’
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Jond

neg

“But

mon2jiaas.

native dresses

A3thiahd pal  Jmonds.

blankets FOC make-3

they aren’t native dresses.

they make.’

Example 27

Jén4

neg int neg women

“But

weaving.

Example 28

Jond

neg

Wkpchn.Lew

ta3d ts@gdmdnd taZ2

waave(3)

782 tspSfiounhd pal

weave(3) men FOC

it isn’t the women who weave.

man3 chfl JT2guanhs

tree grows(I)

It’s blankets that

niondlz2.

but

3.

weaving

The men weave

It’s the men who do that work.’

da 3

far away definitely

Lewis
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cd3gui3s niondl.

climbed~3 but

Man3 chil tsaiThd pal cs3guiis niondl2.

tree grows(l) patio FOC climbed-3 rather

‘But it definitely was not a tree that was growing

~

fs; away that he climbed. Rather, it was a tree

growing Just outside of the house that he climbed.’

Example 29
JInd tiu3 ca3tpnis nansd. Jolnz pal
neg int not again got-3 meat died(3) FOC
quiah4.
Tion

‘But they didn’t get méat again. (lInstead) the T1ion

died.”

Example 30

Jon3d tiud cs3thalsd thiolls gliéhd. Guial

sOo not again sent(3) mother-3 well because
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ta3d caItpnls nan3. L2 céd3nans

neg got-3 meat Just was wounded(3)

*Well, so his mother didn’t send him again. Because

he didn‘t get meat. He Just got wounded.’

A A
£
3.2.4. {Fbgymay also put into focus the significant components of

\

3 4

N

themeline statements 1f those statements contrast with paragraph topic

sentences as a part of the structure of the discourse.

The theme of the text from which the paragraphs in Example 1 are
taken dis that the author’s hometown is very good, and other towns are
inferior. Each paragraph begins with two sentences which introduce that
paragraph. The first reiterates the first part of the discourse theme,
that is, that the author’s hometown 1is good. The second sentence
introduces the topic of the paragraph which develops that theme. Later
on in the paragraph, another thematic sentence reiterates the second
part of the theme, that is, that other towns are inferior. A second
sentence contrasts with that which has Hintroduced the topic of the
paragraph. Clauses following develop this negative aspect of the

paragraph topic.
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Example 31

Paragraph 3:

Tsod pa2 red 163 Jjr27417. L62

true FOC good sb place-this grows(I) FOC

1783 /834 162.

everything grows

Thiad pa2 Jinh4.

there are FOC oranges

Thia3 mango thias.

there are mangos there are

Li&3 /834 pal 13 thias.

everything FOC decm there is

Tsod pal cohd? tsous. Tasd

different FOC towns(3) persons neg

thiasd pal.

there are FOC

L7&3/834 man3d ¥3 ap34 mapn3

Wkpchn.Lew
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nen3d —-
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evenry tree dcm comes fruit now

Lp2 T2tholn? tsousd Jr2lal. LBZ2

Just Tike persons place—~this Just
F1thotn? tsous. -= Thiansd tsp 3 ju8h3
Tike persons there are persons-say(3)
73 73 Ip2 cod s,

neg dcm grows(I) town=-3

“It’s true that it’s good here. Everything (all
kinds of fruit) grows. There are oranges. There
are mangoes. Everything that there is. It’s
different in other towns. There aren’t (fruit)
trees. All the kinds of trees that fruit grows
on, now --that the people here Jjust enjoy -- that
people Jjust enjoy =--there are people who say they

don’t grow in their hometowns.’

First section of Paragraph 4:

Ras pal 163 cond? Jnanht! 1a3. Thia3

good FOC sb town(1) our this there is

pad tal thias.

FOC work there .-is
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Lioan3 tal2 thias.

much work there 1is

Ra3 pas 183.

good FOC sb

Taz2 thias.

work there is

Tso4 paz2 Ji2siéhs3. Tasd thias tal

different FOC place-different neg there is work

Jmond tsous.

do(3) persons

Thia3 efnd Judh3s _Jjmonds tal Jjmound.

there are those say-3 do-3 work straw mats.

Nan3 Jmonds tal ulinini.

and do-3 work sombrero

Li&3nens pal Jush3 17843 /o0n34 t=s@83/52

thus FOC say(3) every person-comes

tP4sT&h3.

other directions
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“This our town i1s good. There is work.

Tot of work. It’s good. There’s work,

different other places. There isn’t work
people do. There are people who say they
work of making straw mats. And they make

sombreros. That’s all the people say who

different places.’

Clauses which support a thematic statement and clauses

contrastive information may occur 1in the

same

38

There is a

It’s

that

do the

come from

which give

paragraph, as is

illustrated in Example 31 above and in the two examples following.

GoéNZ2

two

Example 32

C&3cudn?2 mindtsous cual tso4.2.

came(3) priests live(3s) Mazatlén.

mindtsoud caddcudn?z.

priests came(3)
Ch3counhd pals Jahs3 ch@s3.
ate(3) FOC-3 animals yesterday
Nénz palz tiud counhds J8h3.

Wkpchn.Lew
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today FOC no longer animals

Man3e&1 gludpn2 Jmagnl nénz.

int holy day this

JIménhd  T3nuinhl pal cuhds nén2. Galleta

Just bread FOC eat-3 today cookies
pal.

FOC

Tous pal. Quiohl JEah3

bananas FOC refébJect marker(3) animals

tartonhd Jjmagns pal.

1ive water FOC

Man3 113 cthd pals

already able to eat(intv)(3) FOC-3

1783 /034 f3thias tsddous.

everything nom-there is tomorrow

“Priests who live i1n Mazatlén came. Two priests
came. They ate animals (meat) yesterday. (But)
today people can’t eat animals (meat). Today 1is

very holy. Just bread people eat today. (And)
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cookies. Bananas. Meat of fish. (But) by

tomorrow people can eat everything that there is.’

3.3. OTHER FUNCTIONS OF THE FOCUS WORD. The focus word pa? also
functions 1in the answers to questions and in some sentences to focus on

an entire clause.

3.3.1. The answer to a yes-no question may be put into focus, as

in the following examples taken from conversation.

Example 33

Speaker 1:
Mén i 84192 man34
already,question marker finished(l) meal
quidhl nunsa.
reféf(2) you
“Is your meal finished?’ (Are you finished
eating?)

Speaker 2:
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Mand Fyary. paz.

already finished(l) FOC

“Yes, it’s finished.’

or

Aid paz.

JTacks FOC

“No, there is some to go.’

eating.)

Example 34

Speaker 1:

03 ninki

question marker at home(2)

“Are you at home?’

Speaker 2:

Cuond 2 pald L Jjnanl2.

at home(1s): FOC 1

Wkpchn. lLew

(No, we’'re

nuna.

you

sti11
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“Yes, I'm at home.’

Example 35
Speaker 1:

03 thiad JmBn3roas

quaestion marker there is soda pop

nuns.

you

‘Do you have any soda pop?’

Speaker 2:

[1¢Y

Thiasd Lo

there is FOC

“Yes, I do.’
or
Man3 tead pal.

already gone(l) FOC

Wkpchn . Lew

quiéhl

refof(2)
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“It’s all gone.’

At first glance, this function of the focus marker might seem
unrelated to that which 1is described in section 3.2. Actually, this
function might be considered as the context in which the major function
of pa2 operates. For example, the second clause in Example 14 might be
translated: "~ “Yes, the hometowns of other people are bad.’’ And the
last clause 1in Example 36 below is acourately translated, "~ “No, it’s

that I love him.”’

In the section of the narrative text from which Example 36 ds

taken, a lion has been asking permission to become friends with a Tittle

possum.

Example 36

Jon3 Judhis thaphis quiahd, “tToni2 Jons
then said-3. said to-3 Tldon motive this
man3cowu? nund: tonll? Jon3 gualcunhd nuns
1ie(2) you motive this unreal-eat(2) you

Jon3don3 éht.”’

son-1 indicaté(?)
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In
taken,
time he

The man

44

“Then she (the mother of the possum) said to the
Jion, " This is your motivation for lying: you’d

s

1ike to eat my son.””’

Jon3d Jjudh3 guiahd; c¢c&3naonz guiahd; Jon3
then said(3) 1lion responded(3) T{ion then
i3 jon3 Juahsd quiahd, R X noénd pal

then said(3) 1ldon dem love(1) FOC
Jnanills; JoGlZs lend42. ~~

I-him poor thing-3) think(1)

*Then said the l1ion; the 1ion responded? then after
that said the l1ion, ““No, it’s that I Jove him.

.............

I feel sorry for him.”’

Example 37, the focus word indicates affirmation.

the section of the narrative text from which Example 37 is
a woman has asked her husband’s friend to let her khnow the next
plans to go hunting, so that she can send her husband with him.

answenrs:
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Example 37
SYChT2 ninZjon3, " Judh3 min3jiond2s.
good then said(3) "~ ‘compadre’’ -3
*Nuanhl pa2 Jnanl? ninZjon3d man2tgdl’
say(intv)(1) FOC I then when

4

naind2 nin2jons.’

go(1s) then

*~Okay, then,’’ said her ~ compadre’’. *“Yes, 1711

let you know, then, when I go.’’

3.3.2. In content gquestions, the component which is crucial to the

answering of the question ds din focus. Example 38 s taken from

conversation and Example 39 and 40 from text material.

Example 38

Speaker 1:

Jainhd?2 nénz Bead.
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where went(3s) Roberto

“Where did Roberto go?’

Speaker 2:

Man3 nénz manha pals,

perf went(3s) mountain FOC-3

“He’'s gone to the mountain (ranch town).’

The speech quoted in Example 39 +H9s from a narrative text, and

follows that which is quoted in Example 16. A woman asks her husband’s

friend how it is that he always has so much meat to eat, and he answers:

Example 39

Gupdaid 1743 pa2 quioni2. Man3 pa2 aid

hangs(I) trap FOC reféf me wood FOC hangs(I)

quionta. Jon3z pal thira3 i3 clnhl

reféf me that’'s why FOC there is decm eat

Jnanilz 143.

I sb
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Adelina says. ““That’'s why those animals have clay

’

on them.””

3.3.3. The focus word can also function on the sentence level to
put an entire clause 1in focus. One such sentence level function is
illustrated here. The particles _Jond and i3jon3d are translated “for
this reason’ when referring to material given in the following clause of
the sentence, or “that’s why’ when referring to material given in
previous clauses or sentences. They may or may not be in focus. If the
Jon3d or 73jon3 refer to the following clause of the sentence, the
significant word of the following clause, to which they refer, may or
may not be in focus as well. In Example 41, the particle Jon3d looks
forward and 1dis in focus, whereas 1in Example 42, the particle looks

backward and s in focus.

Example 41
qus pa2 chan3 Jnanl?2 cound Jaul la3,
this is why FOC say(1) 1 one word this
quiaz tasd 1783 /e8n34 Aend 178h3 €thénh3s
because neg everyone khows(3) how grab-3
J&h3.
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““My trap hangs.

thing hangs.

why I have that which I eat (meat to eat).’’

(I have a trap set.)

(I have a wooden trap set.)

’

That which is quoted in Example 40 +is a portion of
given in Example 14.
Example 40
Lé3  1783go34 163, 17in3 men2linz.
why 1like that sb think(2) Adelina
Man3td! guiohd tionhis. A7d Jmdn3  pal
very pretty are(pl)-3 hangs(l) rain FOC
Judhs manlling. Jons paz  guianl
says(3) Adelina that’s why FOC carry(3)
JEh3 qgonsdd  Jaind.

animals those clay

" Why is it 1ike that,

““They are very pretty.

Wkpchn.Lew

do you think,

Adelina?”’

My wood

That’'s

that
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which s

It’s raining, that’s why, ’
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“This is why I'm telling this story, because not

everyone knows how to hunt animals.’

Example 42

Tsou3 Japd quidhl nuns; Jons t73
persons look(3) refat you vyou that’s why neg
t73 lTohd nuns.

neg bathe(2) vyou

“People (would) stare at you; that’'s why vou don’t -«

bathe (in the river).’

In Example 43 the particle Jon3 looks forward, and the clause +to
which it refers is in focus. In Example 44, the _Jon3 looks forward, and

both the particle and the clause to which it refers are in focus.

Examp1e 43
Jon3 tholnh3s: guia2 i3 163
this is why grab-3 because dcm sb
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T2cGhdpals.

eat(intv)—-FOC-3

*This is why they grab (fish) (go fishing): because

they feel lTike eating (fish).’

Example 44

Jon3d pa2 thiald calrd quionlz

this is why FOC there is money refdf me

Jnanl2 guial i3 theinhd tsp3cual

me because dcm stands(3s) horse

nénz2 paz.

that FOC

*This 93 why I have money, because 1 have that

horse.’

COHESIVE FUNCTIONS OF EXTRAPOSITION AND FOCUS WORD
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4. The ways in which extraposition and focus word function to

indicate prominence have been described above. Both extraposition and
the focus word also contribute to cohesion. Extraposition contributes
to lexical cohesion, and both extraposition and the focus word

contribute to the functions that repetition performs in discourse.

4.1, LEXICAL COHESION. Extraposition contributes to lexical
cohesion in both the thematic and nonthematic material of the discourse.
In the examples below, items which are "“Hdintroduced’’” in one clause, and
which are significant to a following clause, are extraposed. The
extraposed element is separated from the rest of the sentence by a

comma..

Example 45

Chan 12 Jnanl2 cound Jaul &h3 ta? Jmonds
say(intv)1 1 one word what work do-3
Mitla. Mitla, Jmond tsous tal tals

Mitla Mitla do(3) persons work weave-3

adthrahd.

blankets

I will say a word about what work they do in Mitla.
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In Mitla people do the work of weaving blankets.’

Example 46
Thiad mana2 Jnénhil tahd2 manhl Jé&h3.
there are times 1int T ow price animals

Monljont, Jnaénhl Jnabnhils.

times~those 1int ki11-3

“There are times when the price of animals +is very
Tow. At those times people slaughter (their own

animals) a lot.’

Example 47

Toh4 mans3 ca3chéd? tsp3dbébnl eind, Jond

after perf told(3) old person that then

chd3chsd? tsp3ddnd Jmagns Antionio Régules

told(3) old person named(3) Antonio Régules

Garcia. Te@ 3d6n2 ein3, Aend 178h3 cbénhs

Garcia. old person that knows(3) adv adv

mone cd3162.

when began(I)
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“After that old person had told (me) (the history of
my hometown), then an old person named Antonio
Régules Garcia told (it). That old person knows

how it was when it (the town) began.’

Example 48

Tsod pa?2 sp2 i3 ta3

true FOC df(contrary to fact condition) dcm neg

Jmonds tsbnd i3 thénh3s _ah3, tad .J&h3,

make-3 effort dcm grab-3 animals neg animals

1z 2 cualjdnhi.

Just unreal-caught(intv)(3)

“It’s true that if one wouldn’'t make an effort to

catch animals, the animals Jjust wouldn’t be caught.’

Example 49

7

Lp2 thiér pa2 non3. Thias lous

sb left over(l) FOC meat there is skin

sathl. Thid2 paz menltedl  Jjnabhils.

fried 1left over(l) FOC when kill1-3
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Lousd Jjon3, 163 €thié2 paz guiohis.

skin the sb left over(l) FOC ref-3

“Meat is left over. There s fried skin. It fs
left over when they slaughter. The skin is left

over on them.’

Orientation clauses frequently occur 1Hin Chinantec. Their usual
function is to introduce a subject which 41is too complicated
grammatically to be included in the clause which follows, and which
comments on it. lLess frequently, their function is to put into focus
the item placed in the orientation clause. In some cases, a pronoun or
noun which refers back to the subject matter of the orientation clause
is extraposed, resulting in cohesion between the orientation clause and

the clause to which it pertains.

Example 50
JEM3 thaihZs _Jguhl -—  Jah3 eing,
animal call-3 armadillo animals those
cuhd madn3guius.

eat(3) berries
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“The animal which people call “armadillo’ -— those

animals eat berries.’
Example 51

Tspitas apz quioh’ tiuz2las —-

persons-neg hang(I) ffefﬁf them now

)

c§¢39fn3, ag ! Zyjohi

those persons hang(intv)(l) {F;?Bf them

.

f3/7a34.

nom-coming
“Those people who don’t have coffee growing now

-—- those people will have coffee growing (on

their vines) next year.’

The foous word pald occasionally focuses on the component extraposed

for lexical cohesion.

Example 52

Nan3 1783/on3 paz2 Jjninds s72cudhl niondl?2.
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and thus FOC plant-3 vyucca and
Liads Jjninds sT2ro;ul? Jon3 pal Jninds
as pltant-3 sweetpotatoes the FOC plant-3
niond?2. Guanh3 Jon3, pald tohds gqliél.
also tendril the FOC put inside~3 earth

“And that’s how they plant yucca. As they plant
sweetpotatoes they also plant yucca. They put the

tendril inside the ground.’

4.2. REPETITION IN NARRATIVE DISCOURSE. Chinantec narrative
discourse is characterized by extensive repetition, in which the content
of one clause is repeated in a second clause, and sometimes in a third.
In most cases, minor additions or changes take place when such
repetition occurs, but no new explicit information is added. In many
cases components of the clause are rearranged, and some components

extraposed.

Repetition performs two functions. 8ince in Chinantec it occurs in
every part of the discourse except in pivotal and climactic material, it
does not {itself mark prominence except in a negative sense; it gives
prominence to the content of the clauses which are not repeated. In a

positive sense, it serves as a literary device which gives the narrative
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discourse (and, to a lesser extent, other discourse types) a kind of

N

‘poetic’’ effect.

Example 53

Joh42 tsoud 72 jonlt JT2163

animate refof(3) persons place-that place-sb

JSTEnaunlt. Ji2163 tionh tsous, JT2163
fields where-sb live(3pl) persons where-sb
rancho, Ji2tionhe tsous quiohlt.
\_,{_:‘,i‘: iij:\
ranch wheretivk(3pl) persons ref(3)
4 &
1 o

\ X
QAL

*(They were) pigs belonging to people (who lived)
there 1in the fields. Where people lived. Where

there was a ranch. Where people lived.’

Example 54
Jon3 c&3f7z2 quiahd4 chbéd jod nin3&s.
then entered(3) ldon middle corral
CE&3nindquianlds nan3d quiohl cazjud

went and brought back-3 meat é;eféf(Q) cows
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ein3. Ca3niniquianlis nans.

those went and brought back-~3 meat

*Then the lion went into the middle of the corral.
He went and brought back (the) meat of those cows.

He went and brought back meat.’

Example 55

43 Aindimagnhd, "  _jush3. “Eh3 1184782
where godfather(2) said-3 what happened(I)

JUSh3s. “~Ehs 1784 7a7nh4 Ain3imagnhd, *°
said-3 what happened to(3) godfather(2)
Judh3s thafhls tsp3jauvl mainhd eifns.
said-3 said to-3 possum 1ittle that
Y “"Where is your godfather?’’ she said. ~“What

happened?’’ she said. ~“What happened to your
godfather?’’ she said, she said to the little

possum.”’

Example 56

Nén3s man2thonidds JSmagns. Tasz

wants—-3 +impbe baptized-3 water neg
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thianid a@ind thians tsp 3173

there isn’t anyone there 1is personisb

ts&4hibunhs quiohis.

go to hold (3) refdbject marker-him.

Ts3tspdthiotnhs. Teg3773 TE /i magnis.

person—-go to hold (3) personisb godfather-3

“He wanted to be baptized. (But) there wasn’t
anyone to go hold him (while he was baptized).
A person to go hold (him). A person to become

his godfather.’

Example 57

Jon3 c¢&3chos4 caljusl. C&3chos34 cal jups

then arrived(3) cows arrived(3) cows

72 jonl?.

place-that

*Then the cows arrived. The cows arrived there.’
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59

Lewis 9-Sept-85



60

4.2.1. Extraposition performs two functions in clauses in which
such repetition takes place. In some cases it highlights or gives
emphasis to important elements of the clause. In other cases it marks
*old information’ and contributes to the poetic effect that such

repetition creates.

Example 58
Jon3 ninljiend4 Jnanil2 Ainhd. Jnanl?2 Ainhd,
s0 go to see(1) I first I first

naind2 maninensd.

go(1) advice word

~

“*Now, I°11 go and see (how things are) first.

’,

1”11 be the one to go first.’’

In the narrative text from which this Example 59 is taken, a 1lion
is trying to make friends wlith a young possum. The possum’s mother,
however, believes that the 1ion wants only to eat her son. In an effort
to gconvince the mother of his honorable intentions, and since he is
aware that the possum has been looking for a godfather, the lion offers
to “"hold’’ the little possum while he 1is baptized. That is, he offers

to become the possum’s godfather.

Wkpchn . Lew Lewis 9-Sept-85



61

Example 59
\‘anEthfénﬁ anes ninzZjons. Jnaniz2
7a
go to h7ﬂ€? him 1in that case I
nin2thisnhd nin2jon3. Nin2thidnhdanls

go to hold(1) 1in that case g¢go to holdi~him

qliéhd.

okay

" I°7171 go to hold him, that being the case. 1711
go hold (him), in that case. Okay, then, 1711 go

to hold him.”” °

4.2.2. Extraposition in everyday dialogue s common. Questions
such as the one asked by Speaker 1 1in Example 60 substitute for
greetings in Chinantec; the question would be asked of someone on her
way to the river carrying a load of dirty clothes. It is not asked to
verify that it 1is +indeed clothes that Speaker 2 is going to the river to
wash. The meaning of the question might be better translated: 1 see

’

you’re going to wash clothes.”’ It is a rhetorical question, but the
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answer is nevertheless couched in the same form as other answers to a

ves—no question (see 3.3.1.).

Example 60
Speaker 1:
Cudilraunhd nund  mpnh4.
go to,question marker-wash(2) you clothes
T TTAre you on your way to wash clothes?’’ °
Speaker 2:

Monh4 pasd ninZrauni4 Jnaniz2.

clothes FOC go to wash(1) I

~

““Yes, I'm going to wash clothes.”” °

Extraposition provides variety and contributes to the poetic effect
of the discourse. When it occurs in the conclusion slot of a narrative
paragrapah, the repetition and extraposition serve to slow down the
information flow and signal the end of the paragraph unit. The

extraposition of an element of the second clause coincides with the last
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element of the first clause,

unity to the clause and 1its repetition.

Example

Example

Wkpchn.Lew
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Jon3 nbénz tsp3eing, tsp3aind

then went(3s) that person that person

Esp3mans quiand ain3.
person—-already acquainted with that
Ts@3man3 quiand eind oén?s.G

person-already acquainted with that went(3s)-3

“So that person went, that person who already was
acquainted with (the area). The person who

already was acquainted with (the area) went.’

62

}RjonS pa2 tald res 163 J2joul _jon3
that’s why FOC neg good sb town the
163 nen3d, guirial cadFtsanz tsous

sb now because died(3pl) persons

Lewis
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producing a chiastic structure which gives
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tspIEBIN3 =73 178h3 mpn2jian.

persons—-know how paper adv before

Jupni34 tsaItionhd tspitond s753
many person-pl persons—know how paper
caItsEN.

died(3pl)

“That’s why the town 1isn’t good now, because people
who knew how to read and write before died. Many

people who could read and write died.’

In Example 63 all the clauses have an extraposed element. The last
two clauses are parallel structures in a generic specific paraphrase

relationship.

Example 63
L7883 jon3 pal Jmonds tiullas. Tso4 pal
thus FOC do-3 nowadays different FOC
nuind c43tsdH2. Tas 1783 /0n3 c&3/ménids.
year finished(l) neg thus did-3
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Taz tad Jjond Jmbnis.
neg work that did-3
That’s how they do things nowadays. (It was)

different last year. They didn’t do it 1ike that.

They didn’t do that work.’

The following example from a narrative text describes the
circumstances under which a man was murdered. Both the repetition and

the accompanying extraposition add pathos to the description.

Example 64

Tsaihd pa2 quiohl ts3aind niondlz2.

outside FOC refof him that person and

I2jon1 c&3joan2s mpn? ca3reundd 13 cuo3

there died-3 when washed(3) dcm hands(3)
avhl. Cuolds manirauns34 chdnh3 nin
Just think that hands-3 fHimp-wash(3) adv house
quiohlils.
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refdéf him

“And (it happened) Jjust outside of his house. Just

think that there he died while he was washing his

hands. He was washing his hands near his house!’

4.2.3. The focus word pa? also occurs 1in repeated material,

sometimes in conjunction with extraposition, and sometimes independently

of it.

Like extraposition, it either focuses on important components in

a clause, or contributes to the poetic effect that repetion creates.

Example 65
Gualchaniz Jnanl?2 cound _jaul
would like to-say(intv)(1) I one word
178h3 163 quiq@f nuing. 13 178h3
adv sb réfébo?t(3) pigs dem adv
163 quiohl Jjdh3. JEh3 meinh? pal? eind

sb ref(3) animals animals 1little FOC those

mnan3cuun3ds. Mandcuundds meinh? chih!? G3quinhl

care for-3 care for-3 1ittle tiny int
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Example

Example

pals  J8h3 ains.

FOC-3 animals those

"I would 1ike to say a word about how it is with

pigs.

About how it is with (those) animals.

67

People care for those animals when they ' re little.

They care for them when those animals are yvery

Tittle.’

Tasd nisn2. Quinhd ta3 niénz paz.

neg open(l) 1int neg open(l) FOC

It didn’t open.

open.’

67

Thia3 1783743 lend 2. Thia3
there is significance think(1) there 1is
737163 quiohl land 2.

significance ref:for him think(1)

‘There is a significance (to the dream), I think.

Wkpchn . Lew
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It has a significance for him, I think.’

Example 68
Tasd moénhl Jad nan3. Jons3 thianid4
neg expensive 1int meat that’s why there isn’t
eins Jnadnhed Jjad4, guia’z tasd ménh

anyone kil11(3) a lot because neg expensive

nand. Quinh4d ta3d mbénhl pad  nans.

meat int neg expensive FOC meat

"The meat doesn’t bring a very high price (in our
village). That’s why there isn’t anyone who
slTaughters a lot, because the meat doesn’t bring
a high price. The meat doesn’t bring a goad

price at all.’

Example 69
JéEn4 talsd ts@3mbn3  t&2 niond?2.
neg int neg women weave(3) but
T2 ts@3Aounhd pal? ta&3. Tso 3fAocunhd
weave(3) men FOC weaving men
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pa2 Jmond tal Jjon3.

FOC do(3) work that

*But it isn’t the women who weave. The men weave

weaving. It’s the men who do that work.’

In the following examples the components marked with pal seem to be
put in focus for poetic effect only. Nothing in the context suggests
any other reason for placing the word “meat’” in focus 1in Example 70, or

the word “we’ 4in focus in Example 71.

Example 70 48 from the speech of a lion in a narrative discourse.

The 1ion is explaining why he wants to make friends with a 1little

possum.

Example 70

* “Non 34 Jnanil2 Jond: quihl Jnanhl
~want(1) I this eat(intv)(1p) we

nan3 quionhd af3. CGh4 ail3d

meat with each other eat(intv)(3) aforesaid

Jmaédnh4 nans3. an3d pa’2 canhz Jnanitz2. ™"
n
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Just meat meat FOC eat(1l) I

*“This is what I want: (that) we eat meat

4

together. We will eat only meat. [ eat meat.’’

Example 71

S Nend 2 cH3Itp3 Jon3 JTi2guih?

Just about reached(l) there place-eat(intv)(1pl)

Jnanhl! nGn3, " Judh3s. S Man3 quithi

we meat said-3 about to eat(intv)(1pl)
Jnanhi! nan3. Man3 quihlt Jnanht pal
we meat about to eat(intv)(1p) we FOC
qgo34, ”’ i3 thathis tsp3jauvl mainhs

over there dcm said to-3 possum 1ittle

eins.

that

~

““We have Just about reached the place where we
well eat meat,’’ he said. "“We are about to eat
meat. We are about to eat meat over there,’’ is

what he said to the little possum.”’ ~
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Exémp1e 72 is the closure of a discourse about a dream which was
described to the relator of the text. It 1is typical of Chinantec text

closures.

Example 72

Cén3nensd cadItsanls pal Jjaul nens. Tas

adv-that finished(1) FOC words these neg

thias Jad mandchi? Jjaul 163 _Jjuanhl

there 1is lots int words sb say(intv)(1)
Jnanl2. Coébn3nensd Jjaul i3 c&3cha?2 pals.

I adv-that words dcm said(3) FOC-3
Coén3nend 13 céd3ch2 pazs  Judh3. Coén3nend

adv-that decm dreamed(3) FOC-3 said(B) adv-that

ca3tsdnd paz.

finished (1) FOC
“With that I have finished these words. There isn’t

a whole lot that I will say. That’s all that

he said. That’s all that he dreamt, he said.
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With that 1 have finished.’

1
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APPENDIX: TLACOATZINTEPEC CHINANTEC TEXT

THE WORK THEY DO IN MITLA

INTRODUCTION

I. 1. Chan itz Jnan itz coun3 Jjaul éh3 tal

say(intv)(1) I one word what work
Jmonds Mitla. 2. Mitla _Jmond tsoul ta2 t32s
do(3) Mitla. Mitla do(3) persons work weave(3)
asdthiahd.
blankets
I. 1. I’m going to say a word about what kind of work

they do in Mitla. 2. In Mitla the people do the work of

weaving blankets.

EXPOSITION
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I1. 3. Man3t&l! red Jnians tal Jmond  tsous
int pretty looks(l) work do(3) persons

Micla. 4. Jmonds  tar liad2 _monds ta2

Mitla do(3) work as do(3) work

men3jaas3. 5. J6n4 mondjaas. 6. A3thiahd

native dresses neg native dresses blankets

pal2  jmonds. 1. Tazls. 8. T8l —=— lia42

FOC make(3) weave(3) weave(3) as

t$ls mpndjaa3 pas tazs niond2.

weave(3) native dresses FOC weave(3) conn

II. 3. The work the people of Mitla do lTooks very
S

pretty.f?,ﬁ They weave blankets Jjust like people weave
native dresses. 5. But they aren’t native dresses.
6. They make blankets. 7. They weave. 8. They weave

-—- as people weave native dresses, they weave blankets.

III. g. T&1 reld Jnirans asdthiahd _Jimonds.

int pretty look(l) blankets make-3

10. Mondtauhd?2 cahl Jjlé3 niond2. 11. Mzonh!

shawls big int and thick
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tan3tidnsd. 12. Le3 Jnin3.

int sb hair

13. L78&h3 Jniénsd asdthiahd 16n3 tsous3
as Took(I) blankets sb(animate) persons

16n3 -—  tsous manz2thians quibdnéns.

sb(animate) persons imp—-there are Tlong ago

I11. 9. The blankets they make look very pretty.

10. Also the big shawls. 11. They’'re really
thick. 12. They are made of wool. 13. The

figures on the blanket look 1ike the people who lived

long ago.
1v. 14. Jénd tas tsgdmpns 82 niondl2.
neg int neg women weave(3) but
15. T&2 ts@3Aounhd pal t&3. 16. Tsg3hounhd
weave(3) men FOC weaving men
pa2 Jmond tal Jon3. 11. Jmonds tal, tas t82s
FOC do(3) work that make-3 work work weave-3

J16n2 tsous.

W

adthiahd. 18. A3thiahd 7

blankets blankets dcm cover oneself(3) persons
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19. 713 thaih3s ‘“cobija’. 20. I3jon3 Jmonds

dem call-3 blanket that is what do(3)

ta’ Mitla.

work Mitla

Iv. 14. But the women don’t weave. [Note: this fact s
viewed as significant because it is the women who weave 1in
the author of the text’s hometown.] 15. The men weave
weaving. 16. The men do that work. 17. They do

the work, the work of weaving blankets. 18. Blankets

that people cover themselves with. 19. Which are called

‘cob1Jas’K7n Spanish]. 20. They do that work in Mitla.

V. 21. Man3td?! Jioans 13 Jmonds. 22. JImédnhd
int many dem make-3 nothing but
i3 Jmonds tal Jon3d. 23. T82=. 24 .  Juen34
dem do-3 work that weave-3 many
tsg3fiounhd Jmond. 25. Man3tdl res ta’? Jons3
men do(3) int pretty work that
quiohls Jmond. 26. Guia Jné&nhl mbénhl.
refof them do(3) and int expensive
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V. 21. There are many things that they make. 22.
They do nothing but the work of weaving. 23. They weave.
24. Many men weave. 25. The work that they do is

very pretty/good. 26. And it’s very expensive.

RECAPITULATION

VvI. 27. Jmond Mitla pals a3thiahd mgnhil j1é3

make(3) Mitla FOC-3 blankets thick int

Jonl3. 28. Lp3 Jnind. 29. Li&3 /834 nein’? pal

those sb hainr every kind FOC

Jmonds. 30. I3thaih4. 31. L743/034 nein? pa?
make-3 nom-striped every kind FOC

Jmonéds.

make-3

VI. 27. They make in Mitla those very thick blankets.

28. They are made out of wool. 29. They make all kinds.

30. Striped ones. 31. They make all kinds.

CLOSURE

77
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VII. 32. L7&3nend pal2 193, 33. Lid3nensd

thus FOC sb thus
63 i3 Jmonds Mitla pal. 34. Jound? Jnanila
sb dem do(3) Mitla FOC told you(l) I
nanh4 178h3 143. 35. Coébn3nend ca&3tsidn pal.
you(pl) adv sb adv-that finished(1) FOC
VII. 32. That’s how it dis. 33. That’'s what they do

in Mitla. 34. 1 told you how it dis. 35. With that I have

finished.
“h.
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“ag

dem - dependent clause marker
FoOC - the focus word pal

I -~ Inanimate subJect

imp - imperfect

impv - imperative verb

int - dintensifier

intv - 1intentive aspect

isb - dntentive state of being verb
neg - negative word

neg int - negative intensifier
nom - nominalizer

perf - perfect

pl - plural

pst - completive aspect
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ref: - referent

The word has been abbreviated when a free
translation of the referent word has been

added after the colon.

sb - state of being verb

(1) -.. - first person singular

(1p1) - first person plural

(2) - second person singular or plural

(3) -~ third person singular or plural

(3s) - third person singular in those few verbs which

distinguish between singular and plural in the

third person
(3p1) - third person plural in those few verbs which
distinguish between singular and plural 1in

third person

Pronoun markers (1) through (3pl) mark person of

subJect of verbs, person of possesgsor of inalien-
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able nouns, in some cases, the person of the object

of the referent.

- When the third person verb 1is followed by the
third person pronoun -s the clitic is marked
with the numeral /3/, and the notation (3) is
dropped from the translation of subject of

verb.

- In cases 9in which it seemed useful to give
separate translations for each syllable of a
word, hyphens are used between the trans-—

lations of each syllable.
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FOOTNOTES

1 Tlacoatzintepec Chinantec, one of about a dozen mutually
unintelligible dialects of the Chinantec language, is spoken by 2,000
people in the town of 8an Juan Bautista Tlacoatzintepec, Cuicatlén,
Oaxaca. Chinantec 1s of the Otomanguean language family. The data on
which this paper are based were principally taken from texts related by
Alicia Gregorio de Tiburcio, Quintiliano Carrasco Hernandez, and Donato
Régules Jerbnimo. Grateful acknowledgement is made to Tom Willett for

his help in the writing of this paper.

The ~.following 1is the {inventory of phonemes in Tlacoatzintepec
Chinantec, with the orthographical symbols which differ from the
phonemic given in parentheses: voiceless stops p, t, k (qu before i, ¢
before all remaining phonemes) and glottal stop (h); voiced stops b and

g: voiceless fricatives p (f) and © (th); voiced fricative d (d):

........

voiceless affricates ¢ (ts) and & (g¢h); voiced affricate dZ (r);

............

voiceless sibilants g and §; lateral 1; nasals m, n, and n; semivowel h

(J):; and vowels a, e, i, 9, u, and +i (g). Also written are a

N “wa

palatalized series: ty (£i)., ky (qui)., qv (gi), 8y (thi), dy (di) and

....................

ny (A); a labialized series: kw (cu), gw (gu), nw (nu) and hw (Ju);

RSO e

tones 1 (high), 2 (mid-high), 3 (mid) and 4 (low); ballistic stress (

“); and nasalization (n syllable final).
2 The following features also indicate prominence: 1) Prominence

is signalled in peak and pivotal events by lack of repetition and

shorter clauses. 2) Verbs are sometimes put in focus or given emphasis
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by repetition. See examples 31 and 56 of this paper. 3) In oral
discourse, components are given emphasis by pronounced phonological
emphasis. 4) Orientation clauses (see examples 50 and 51) put sentence

topics in focus.

3 Certain conjunctions occur sentence initial before the extraposed
element. These include _Jjon3, 73jon3 “then’, “that’s why’, “this s
why’, “this 1s how’; 1783 /jon3 “thus’, “how’; 73tsod, tsod “it’s true
that’, Aand “and’, “but’; guial "because’. (Jon3 and i3jon3 have
different. meanings when not functioning on the sentence level. Jon3,
for example, may be translated “that’ or “there’ when not on the

sentence level, and f3/on3 “that thing’.)

4 Active verbs are inflected simultanously for person, aspect, and
transitivity in Chinanteac. In the examples in this paper, {iterative
aspect 1is dindicated by using an English present tense verb, completive
aspect by an English past tense verb, and intentive aspect by the marker
(intv) after the translation of the verb. Verbhs of other aspects are
given informal translations; for example, a verb of completed motion

aspect tis translated, in Example 9: ~“he went to chase and chased’’.
5 Topic sentences which reiterate and expand on the theme of the
discourse are the exception. See the paragraph which discusses Examples

20-24.

6 This 1is one of the few cases in which the third person pronoun
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follows the verb when the subJect of that verb, to which it refers, s

extraposed. (See final sentence of Example 62 for contrast.
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