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Analysis of a Zapotec Text: Zapoteco del Rincén,

Cuento que tu bdni' x%huéd que cabi gu'uné! guuné'.dxin ate!
Story gf a man lazy that not he-wanted he-will-do work and

vdaquis! machin,
he changed into monkey,
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I. i,. Tu bénit dze ni' guqui&' x6hugd cabi gu'unsd!' gﬁuné'
' A man day that he-was lazy not he-wanted he-will-do

II, 2,dxin, Cate' rejé! la' guixi' ruzé! du  xcula beo! pare
work When he-goes in field he-hangs rope loop moon to

I1l. 3,rej8! o', Ate!' bitibi dxin ruund' 1la' guixit,
he-goes wind (he swings)., And not-any work he-does in field,

IVe 4,Tsaridxinsé: reje' o' ga na' nuzeé' du
He-goes-just=-to-arrive he-goes wind where there he-has?hung rope

Ve B.xcula beo! que! ga rejé' b6t, En rugua'anu 18! yota
loop moon of-him where he-goes wind, And she-carries him tortillas

VIe 6,rahug' xihud nigula que&' requinu ba ruuné!' dxin. Cate!
he-eats dinner woman of-him she-believes is he-does work. When
?
7.gula' hora ydyuunu ga na! de lat yél quegaquisé!
it-was time she-went-looked where there it-is in--garden of-them

8.r0jeénd! dxin boni' que&nu pero cate' gula' hora bidxinnu
he-goes-does work man of-her but when it-was time she-arrived

9., la' yél ruyuunu gazxi nuuné' dxin pero biti'ea' bi
in--garden she-looks where(?) he-is/doing work but notf{Ag¢/ thing

10.nala! dxin queg&' en yugu' dza rejé' boni! queEnu na' rugua'ténu
it-shows work of-him and every day he-goes man of her this she-carries-

11, yéta xihud queé&' pero cate! gula' hore bile'inu ga
promptly tortilla dinner of-him but when it-was time she-saw where

12,2z¢€ du nala‘ lu yaga ga rejé! b6' pero bitit
it-hangs rope it-shows in tree where he-goes wind but not

VII. 13,guquibetinu, Ate' sBhudanu lidxinu, Ate' cate' guyaanu
VIII. she-knew, And she-goes-returning her-home, And when she-went

IX. 14,ia'§u yéyuunu, Na! zo€'!' rejé! b8! pero bubi'inu,
again she-went-saw, There he-is he-goes wind but she-went-back,

Xo15,Ate' cate' budxiing! ga zoanu gudilenu 18', Atet' 18!
X1, And when he-arrived where she-is she-scolded him, And he
XII.16,guzé'é bitird vdjs! lidxe:r, Buga'andsé!
he-went-out never he-returned his-home, He-just-remained
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XIII 17.la' guixi! réla en lahul' dza, Ate!' cate' gusilo ribié!

X1V,

XV,

in field night and face day, And when it-began he-grew

18,guitsat, Ate' cate' guuna' lits8d' cate' gundzné!

hair, And when it-will-make his-fur when he=knew

19,chinuhuGaquig’ machin, Ate!' la' b%ni' buga'an?dsé!

already-he-is-changed-to monkey, And same man he=just-remained

2001la' guixi' desde cate' birujé! lidxé:', Ate' ca' guca

in field since when he-went-out his-home, And thus it-was

2l.ta'nagaca bonach que 1l€zi béni' na' vdaquiné! machin

they-say people that also man that he-turned-into monkey

22,dz0'0ba' guitado' como nacs laba! canaca lo bdhach,

it-is mounténs because it-is its-face like-it-is face people,

XVIiI.23,Ate! ca' naca teal8'égaca ia'zicard bdnach canaca gueéba!

And thus it-is they-believe other people how-it-is of-it

24 ,machin,

monkey,



Word analysis of "The Story of a Lazy Man that Didntt Want To
Work and He Turned into a Monkey," ‘

L. Tu bdni! (S- Number limiter plus Noun head) daa ni' (T-Time
) One man day that

word plus limiter) guquig€! (P-Verb with included completive aspect
he-was

j 'he') xdhugd (E-equative) cabi fhegativizer) gu'uné®
plus subject 'he') lazy ( not he-wanted

> i included completive aspect plus subject) guuné!
(P-Verb with inc p guund:

(P-Vervb with incompletive sapect plus subject) dxiﬁ (0-XNoun)
wor

2, Cate' (T-time word) rejé' (P- Werb with customary aspect)

When he-goes
la' guixi' (L- directional plus place noun) ruzé! (P-verb
to field he-hangs

with customary aspect) du xcula beo! (O-Noun object with two
rope loop 1oen

noun modifiers) para (c-connective) rej&' bvs! (P-0 verb-customary
to he-goes wind

plus object for ‘he swings')

3s Ate'(c- usually disjunctive) bitibi (N-0 negativizer and
And not thing

object particle) dxin (O-noun) ruung' (P) la' guixi! (L-2,2)
work he-does in field

4, Tsaridxinsé@é! (P- verb with progressive and customary
He-goes-just-to-arrive

aspect- very odd since there is another form to give this idea)
also contracted limiter s% with subject suffix,)

rejé' bo! (B-0 - 2,4) ga na' (L- place and limiter)

he-goes wind where there

nuzé! (P~ existential "he has it there hung") du xcula beo!

he has-hung rope loop moon

(0- 2,3) qued' (M- possessive modifier) ga (L- particle intro-
of=him where

ducing locative clause,)
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rejé' bd! (P-0 verb 'he swings')
he-goes wind

5, En (c connective) rugua'anu (P-verb) 18' (0- pronoun)
And she-carries him

yéta (0-noun) rahué' (P- verb) xihudé (O-noun) nigula (S-noun)

tortilla he-eats dinner woman
queé' (M-possessive} requinu (P~ verb) ba ruund! (P- verd
of-him she-believes is-he-doing
with question marker) dxin (O- noun)
work
6, Cate' gula' hora (T- clause) ydyuunu (P~ verb progressive-
When it-was time she-went-saw

completive) ga na' (L-4,3) a8 (P- verb) la' yél (O~ noun)

where there it-is garden
quegaquié' (M- possessive) r@jeené' (P- progressive customary)
of-them he-goes-does
dxin (O-noun) b®6ni' (S-noun) queénu (M-possessive) pero
work man of-her - but
cate' gula' hora (T- repetitive 6,1) bidxinnu (P-verd)
when it-was time she-arrived
la' yél (L- place noun) ruyuunu (P- verb) gazxi (L- with included
garden she-looks where
question marker) nuung! (P~ verb with exietential aspect)
he-was-there-to-do

dxin (0O-noun) pero Dbiti'ca' bi (s- thing particle)

work but not a thing

nala!' (P- verb with existential aspect-impersonal) dxin (S-noun)
it-shows workm

qued' (M-4,5) en (c-) yugu' dza (T-time) rejé' Mg (¥- ) gt )
of him and every day he-goes WiAd 4
b6ni' (S-) queénu (M-4,5) na' (L-) rugua'ténu (P~

man of her that-one she carries promptly

verb with immediative affix,) y9Yta (0-) ®Mud  (M-noun)

tortilla dinner
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qued' (M-4,5) %eio (c-) cate' gula' hora (T- clause)
u

of-him when it-was time

bile'inu (P) ga (L)z8 (P) du nala' (P) 1u yaga (L)

she saw where it-hangs rope (S) it shows on tree

ga (L) rehd' b8* (P-0) pero (c) biti' (N) guquibe'inu (P)
where he goes wind but not she-knew

7e Ate! sdhudanu (P- verb with processive progressive

And (c) sheigoes=-returning

aspect,) lidxanu (L- place noun)

her-home

8, Ate' (c) cate' (E-introducing time clause) guyaanu (P)

And when she went
iattu (M- adverb) ydyuunu (P- Verb with completive progressive)
again she-went-saw

(p-0)

9, Na!' (L) zoé! (P) rejé! b6' pero (c) bubitinu (P)

There he-is/lives he goes wind but she-went-back

10, Ate' cate' (c-T) budxiingd' (P) ga zoanu (L clause)
And when he-arrived where she-is

gudilenu (p) 18' (10)

she-scolded him
11, Ate' (c) 1é' (S-pronoun) guzé'éd (P) bitiré (T- negative plus
And he he-went never
emphatic) b8jé" (p) 1idxé' (L)
he returned his home
12, Buga'andseé' (P- bu- completive aspect, ga'an remained,

He just remained
80 just, contracted with &', preceding ¢ a ‘transition vowel) &' he)

la' guixit' (L) réla en 1lahui' dza (T- phrase filling time spot)

in field night and face day

13, Ate' (c) cate! (T)W BY/Y gusilo  (P) ribid' (P)
And when ¥ it-began he-grew

guitsa'(0)

hair

14, Ate' (c) cate' (T) guuna! (P) 1its€' chinuhudaquig!
And when it-will-make his-fur already-he-was-

(P- verb-chi-already,nu-existential,hudac- change-&' he)
turned-into

machin (E- equative),
monkey
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15, Ate' (c) la' boni' (S- head noun and limiter) buga'andgsé' (p-12,1)

And same man he-just-remained
la' guixi'(L) desde cate! (T) birujé' (P) lidx@! (L)
in field since when he-went-out his-hpuse

o de ™ Bt N )

ta'nagaca (P) bonach (S) que (c) 1€zi (i) boni' na' (S-M)

they-say people that also man this
bbaquing? (P) machin (E) dz6'dbat' (P) guitado' (L) como (¢)
he-turned-into monkey it-is mountain because
naca (P) 1loba! (S) canaca (E-P) 1o (E) bdnach, (M)
it-is its-face like-it-is face people
17, Ate' (c) ca' (E) naca (P) tealé‘'égaca (P) ia'zicard (M)

And thus it-is they-believe other

machin

bdnach (S) canaca (04P) queéba' (0) manképm (M)
people how-it-is of-it monkey
Symbols:
P~ predicate
S- subject
O- Object
M- manner

L- locative
T- time
E- equative

M- mofifier



Sentence and Clause Breakdown «7e
1. Cl ° Cl 0000 O S-T-P-E ® P-o

B/TVABAPY GUAFE CL oo Cl—ses—€i~iouse Lag S -%} P=0-TCl ¢c°P-0
i LTTKQ/E?P-Ik_/JH*

2, CL °C* Cl eeee TOL-P=0 ece P-0

2

el .. T-P-0
3¢ CeCl 500 8-0-P-L (negative clause)
4, C1eCl ,.¢ P o P-0-LC1

1! ..o L-p-0-1%1 2

Cl 2

L eses L=P=0

Be G+ CL * Cl 404 co P-0CL ¢ g.p.oY1-2
0%l... 0-P-0
012 b0
6¢ Cloc® Cl * Cl®cs Cl *c® Cl o Cl ece Cl ece Cl
Tp-LC1-1 * C1-2 oo, mupoLa, P-IC1=3 (g, 0-P-S- ,c, T-P~S , P=0- ocCs
T-p-1C1-4 [c, P-
1C1-1 ¢¢oL-P=0

L01-2

-3 .. p-0

X .P-O-S

1014 |, L-pP-5-1€1-5 -
=% .. 1-P-0
7e¢ Co Cl ,4¢ Co P=L
BA/BR/EX/K/PBX/ kAL /R4
8e Co C1 oee co TCL - p
0l L., T-P

9¢ Cle Cl 4Cs C1l 440 L-P ¢ P=0 oco P
10s Co Cl 4e6 co TCL.p

°l ., T-P-LC1

LCl (XN ] L-P
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11 ¢ ¢ C1 ¢ Cl 4ee € ¢ S w P o P=L
124 C1 cee P=L-T
134 Ce Cl g0e Co TC1=1eCl-2 _p_g
TCl-1,,, T-P-0

TCl-2

(XX 2 T"P
14. c ® 01 XX ] c ° TCI"P-E

TCl XX ) T-P-O
Cl

159 (4] ® Cl ' (4] e CL Y- X} C e P-S-O o C 'Y

OCl 'K } I-S-P”OC1-2
oCl-2 . S-P-L

Ccl

E poa S-P"O

16 C o Cl ¢ Cl gee C o PoP=-S5=-0C1
oCl1

[N X P-8

Symbols
P-predicate
S- subject

0- object

T- time

L- locative
I- introducer
¢~ connector
E-~- equative
Cl- clause

ese €quals
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1, In ite simplest form the clause is a single predicate tagmeme copsiﬂting
of & verb complex with included aspect and subject affixes and possibly
others, (4,6,9,16)
ege 9¢ bubi'inu 'she went back'

1,1 In all forms the clause must contain a predicate tagmeme with various
other tagmemic orders and combinations,

l,1.1 Predicate tagmeme initial, 9
1.1.,1.1 Predicate tagmeme and subject tagmeme- P ¢ S o (16)

eg. 16 ta'nagaca bdnach 'the peofle say (talk)f
1.,1.1.2 Predicate tagmeme and object tagmeme P 40 . (1,2,5,5,6,6,9)

ege 1 guuné' dxin 'he will do work!

2 rejé!' pvo! ‘he goes wind'

1.1,1.3 Predicate, object and lecation tagmemes P 40 y L . (4)

ege 4 Trejé' b8! ga (clause) ‘'he goes wind where (clause)'
l.,1.1,4 FPredicate, object and subject tagmemes P 4 O 4 S , (6)

€ge 6 réjeené' dxin bonit queénu 'he goes-does work her husband!
l,1.1,5 Predicate, Location, Time tagmemes P 4 L » T , (12)

€ge 12 Buge'andsg' la' guixi' réla en lahui' dza, 'He-just-remained
in-the-field day and night,

1.1,1.8 Predicate, Subject, Object tagmemes P 4 S 4 0 , (16,18)

egoe 17 teal®'Bgaca ia'zicar® bdnach ca- (clause) ‘!'they-believe
other-people how=- (clause)?

1,1.,1.7 Predicate Equative tagmemes P 3y E (1&)

ege 14 chinuhudaqui€' machin ‘already he was turned into a monkey!
1.1,1.8 Ppredicate Locative tagmemes P 3 L (6,7,11)

ege 6 yOyuunu ga (clause) 'she-went-looked where (clause)!

sdhudanu lidxanu ‘she=~goes-returning her~house!

l.l.1:1ls1 Generalized formula:
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.1.1.,2 Clauses with subject tahmeme initial,
l.1.2,1 Subject and Predicate tagmemes, S + P  (11)
ege 11 18* guzé'@ 'he he-went-outt
equqtive
1l.1.2.2 Subject, predicate and gpj¢¢t tagmemes, S ¢ P ¢ B (3,%5,18)
ege AZ)/BPAL)/¥AE 16, bBni' na' bdaquing' machin 'Man this turned-

into-monkey!

time
1.1.,2,3 BSubject, predicate, and locatlonAtagmemes. S 4 P-+ L (15)

desde cate'
egs 15 la' bOni' buga'andsé'! la' guixi' ‘'same man he-just-remained
in field' since when (Clause)

lel.2.4 Subject, Time, Predicate, Equative tagmemes S 4 T + P+ E (1)
eg 1 Tu boni' dza ni' guquid' x8huéd 'A man day that he-was lazyt
l.l.2,1.1 Generalized Formula for Subject initial clauses,

isi%PtEiﬂl}-T

l.1.3 Clauses with Location tagmeme initial,

1,1.3.1 Location and predicate tagmemes, L 4 P (9,10)
ege 9 Na' zo€! ‘'There he-is!

1.1.3,2 Location, Predicate and Object tagmemes, L y P 4 0 (4,18,6,6p)
eg. 6 ga nuuné' dxin 'where he-is-there-doing work!

1,1,3.3 Location, predicate, object, location tagmemes, L ?aP 4031 (4)

eg. 4 ga na' nuzé' du xcula beo' queé' ga (clause) ‘'where there
he-has-hanging rope loop moon of-him where (clause)?

1l,1,3.4 Location, predicat, subject tagmemes, (L 4+ P ¢+ S) 6
eg.6 ga z& du ‘'where it-hangs rope'
1,1.31,1 Generalized fromula for location initial clauses,

iLéng $4S 3$0¢ L
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1.,1.,5 Clauses with object tagmeme initial,
1.1.5,1 Ybject, Predicate, 0 = P (5)
eg. 5 yota rahué' xihudé ‘'tortillas he-eats dinner!'
1.1,5.2 Object-Predicate~Location, 0 - P - L. (3)
eg. 3 bitibi dxin ruung' la' guixi' ‘not-any work he-does in fieldt
lole5sBel Generalized formula,

40 ¢ P g L £ O

1,2 Clauses as fillers of spots,
1.2,1 @lausew that fill location spot,
egs 4 ga rejé! b6' 'where he-goes wind®

6 ruyuunu gazxi nuuné' dxin 'she-looks where he-is-there~doing
work!

l.2,2 Clauses that fill Time spot,

eg. £ 13 cate8 guyasnu ia'tu ydyuunu ‘when whe went again she-went-sam

1,2,3 Clauses that fill object spot,
ege 5 requinu ba ruung' dxin ‘'she-believes(thinks] is he-does work%t
l1.,2,8 Clauses that fill equational spot,

eg, 16 boni' na' bdaquind' machin dz%'dba' guitado! 'man that
he-turned-into monkey it-is mountain,!'

1.3 Conclusions from general data,

1.3,1 In its most common occurrence the clause occurs with the predicate
tagmeme initial,

1.3,2 Change of word order occurs for emphasis on initial tagmeme,

ego Dz0'6 ni guidj 'there~is here a-rockt
Guidj backh dz8'6 ni, 'Rbck much there-is here' (Exclamatory)

1,343 Change of word order occurs to avoid ambiguity,

eg. Sara b&€'€bi' nisa Lisa 'Sara she-gives water (to)-Lisa,
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2 Phrases fill all major spots,
2.1 Predicate tegmeme phrases,
201lel Head plus modifier,

eg, X rudzejada' bach ‘'I-rejoice much®' (extra-textual)
21,2 Negativizer plus head,

eg, 1 cabi gu'unégé' 'not he-wanted!

6 biti' guquibetinu ‘not she-knew!'

201.3 Question marker plus head,

ego 5 ba ruuné' ‘does he-do'

6 gazxi nuungé' 'where does-he'

20,2 Subject tagmeme phrases,
262,1 Limiter plus head,
eg, 1 tu b6ni' 'a man?
15 la' boni! 'same man'!
17 iat'zicard bdénach ‘'other people!
202,22 Head plus possession indicator,
ego D nigula queé' ‘'woman of-him?®
6 bbni' que&nu ‘'man of-her!
202,33 Negativizer plus head,
eg, 9 biti'ca' bi ‘'not-a-bit thing'
2.2,4 Head plus possession indicator plus limiter,
ege 6 DbOni' queénu na' 'man of-her this®
2625 Head plus limiter,

ego 16 ngi' na' '‘man this!

2.3 O0bject Tagmeme phrases,
2¢3,1 Head-modifier-modifier, (Noun-noun-noun)

egflﬂu xcula beo' trope loop moon' (a rope looped like the moon)
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20302 Head plus modifier-modifier-possession indicator,

ege 5 du xcula beo' que€' rope loop moon of-him!

2033 Head-modifier-possession indicator,

eg, 6 yo6ta xihud qued! 'tortilla-dinner od him!'

o
24 Time tagmeme phrases,

204.,1¢¢ Head plus limiter,
egj-dza ni' Way that!
24,2 Limiter-head,
eg. 6 yugu' dza ‘every day'
264,353 Head~connector-modifier-head,
eg. 12 réla en lahui' dza *night and face
204,4 Head-head,

ego, 15 desde cate! since when'

25 Location tagmeme phrases,
249,11 Directional-head,
ege 2 la' guixi! tto field®

24502 Directional-head-possessive,

day?

eg. 6 la' y€l quegaqui&' ‘'to field(planted) of them!

2,6 Equative tagmeme phragses,
26,1 Head-limiter,
ege lo bdnach ‘face peopk ' (26)

17 queé&ba' machin ‘'of-it monkey!
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3 Sentences,

3,1 In its simplest form the sentence is a single clause of a single
verb complex with included subject suffix,

eg, Xequitda' 'I am tired,?

32 The sentence may be two simple clauses juxtaposed with no connective,
eg, cf., sentence 1 and 4, (c1 ., C1)

2B 343 The sentence may be two clauses with connective,
eg. c¢f, sentence 2, (Cl , ¢ o, Cl)

3.4 The sentence may be extended almost indefinitely by combinations of
361,3.2, &nd 3,3:

eg. Sentence 6 )(01 e CoCl,Cl.,coCl,CcoCl,Cl,c,Cl,
c ., Cl



