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INTRODUCTION

This paper is a tentative description of the phonemic system of Vaskia,

a non-Austronesian language of Papua New Guinea classified by Z'Graggen as
belonging tc the Kowan family, Isumrud 8tock, Adelbert Range Phylum. Yaskia
is spoken by ebout I0,000 speakers living in the northern portion of Karkar
Island, Madang Province. '

This paper is based on a dictionary of approximately I000 words

collected during six months' residence in the village of Kaul I during I976.
Our language helper,Bangsik Akus, was very helpful in checking the data.

I

OUTLINE OF PHONEMES

I.I Chartsof Phonemes

I.I.I_ Consonants

Bilabial Alveolar Velar
Voiceless stops P t k
Voiced stops b d g
Fricative B
Lateral 1
Vibrant r
Nasals n n B
Semi-vawels ¥

For convenience in this paper:

/=1
[x/=f¥
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1.1l.2 Vouels

Front Central Back
Higher i u
Lower e a o

Higher glides Y
Lower glides Y e a a

l.2 Contrastive features
l.2.1 Consonants

There are fourteen consonant phonemes in Waskia. They contrast in manner
of articulation as to voiceless stop, voiced stop, fricative, lateral, vibrant,
nasal, and semi-vowel. Stops and nasals contast as to bilabial, alveolar, and
velar points of articulation. Fricative, lateral,and vibrant occur at alveolar
and the semi-vowels at bilabial and alveolar points of articulation.

l.2.2 Vowels

There are five single vowel phonemes and six glide phonemes. The single
vowel phonemes contrast as to front, central, and back points of articulation.
Front and back vowels occur in higher and lower tongue positions. Central
vowel occurs in lower tongue position. There are three on-glide phonemes: high
back vocoid glides to higher front and lower front and central vocoids. There are
three off-glide phonemes: lower front glides to higher front vocoid, and lower
central glides to lower front and higher back vocoids.
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2 INTERFPRETATION
2.1 BStatus of items whith may be either consonant or vowel

(i) and (u) have been interpreted as /y/ and /w/ vwhen they are non-syllabic.
They may fill the onset slot of CV and CVC syllables.

/tyes/ ('yes) ‘caterpillar!
/' wal/ (*wal) 'figh’
/tyawara/ (*yawatn) *good!

2.2 Status of items which may be either sequence or unit

Vocoid glides Me) (Ma) (*1) (ei) (ae) (a®) have been interpreted as
units as they fill the peak slot of ¥, CV, and CVC syllables.

/2g/ ('g%%) 'blood’

/'y ayaran/ ('p"agaTam) tfeared!

/i (ki) teyelash®

/! eimar/ ( 'eima'i‘") ‘my fakemik grandchild’
/'ka"tam/ ('ka®tam) *baack!

/'ka"aik/ ('ka"sik) tdog'
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3 DESCRIPTION OF PHONEMES
3.1 Consonants
50101 Worjc Chart

Bilabial Alveolar
Voiceless stops @
Voiced stops 0 @
Fricative
Lateral @
Vibrant @
Nasals @ @
Semi~-vowels (o) @

3.1e2 Desocritpion

3.102.1 Voiceless stops

Each of the voicelesa stops hes an unreleased allophone which
occurs in word final position.

/o (p)
¢3!
/t/  (t)
)

voiceless bilabial unaspirated stop occurs word initially
and medially.
voiceless bilabial unreleased stop occurs 5;&-&&5}0 finally.

/'pepelal/ ('pepelal) 'bald’

/&X 'nup/ (rou®) this name'

voiceless alveolar unaspirated stop occurs word initially
and medially.

voiceless alveolar unreleased stop occurs %ﬁh finally.
/ttany (*tam) ‘tree'

/oattiz/ (battiF) "knife!

/putlut/ (pu'iut) 'man's bag'

/t/ and /8/ fluctuate in the following words:

/irmet/ (1'me¥IN(i' mes) *woman'

/'kosopat/ (*keiopa®)n('kosppas) 'his lung'
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(k) voiceless velar unaspirated stop occurs word initially and
m.edially.

(k) voiceless palatalized stop occurs in free fluctuation with (k)

Kk word medially in the environment of /éﬁ(_Jhm/.

(™) voiceless velar unreleased stop occurs syiiable finally,

/' kan/ /tkam) 'period of time!
/1nika/ ('nika) 'your(s)®
/'1eikas/ (‘ieikyas)ﬂJCieikas) ‘type of coral!
/Sdaky (1aa¥) ttype of tree!

5.1l.2.2 Veoiced stops

/v/

/d/

/e/

(b) voiced bilabial stop occurs word initially and medially.
/'bom?Z (*bom) tsago!
/'abira9 / ('abi?hg) "my lips!
/o/ and [b/ fluctuate in the following words
/'bibinag/ (‘bibinag) ~.( 'bjginag) this shoulder'

{d) voiced alveclar stop occurs word initially and medially.

/ditdado/ (di'dado) 'botht
/4/ and /s/ fluctuate in the following word:
/' dolen/ ('daieg)rV('snieg) 'his leg!

(g) voiced velar unaspirated stop occurs word initially.,

(gw) voiced velar labialized stop occurs word initially in free
fluctuation with (g) in the following word:

/o' tek/ (go*ttek)nv (g7onttek)  'small!

Gg?) voiced velar palatalized fricative occurs in free fluctuation
vith (g) in the environment of /b%/;i/a/ or fe/.

QD) voiced velar nasal occurs word medially if the following non-final
consonant is /m/ or /n/.

(w) voiced bilabial semi-vowel occurs in a restricted set of words
word medially in free fluctuation with (g).

tg) voiced velar fricative occurs word medially.,
/'game/ ('game) Teast wind'
/'deiga/ ('de;gya)ﬂJ('dei ) 'seated gathering!
/'deigem/ (3de%§gén3fvt'&é gEém) 'sat down!
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/aragatnako/ (Af‘ngn'nako) 'we will climb!
/' tugumam/ ('tugumam) ‘he filled up?
/'tugusan/ (ttuwusam) ~ (Vtususam) 'I am f£illing up!
/taguso/ ('awuso) ~ ('aguso) ‘he plants'
/tugiso/ (‘uwiso) v ('ugiso) 'he makes (a fire)!
/tlage/ ('1age) troad!
30la2.3 Fricative
/sf (s) voiceless alveclar grooved fricative occurs word initially,
medially and finally,.
(s") voiceless alveolar labialized grooved fricative occurs in
free fluctuation with (8) word medially in the environment of
/u/ or /2% _ /fa/ or Jo/.
(sy) voiceless alveolar palatalized grooved fricative occurs
in free fluctuation with (s) word medially in the environment
of /i/ or /ei/ _fa/ or fof.
/satsal/ (sn'sal) ‘hut!
/vios/ (*woArs) 'paddle!
/'anusan/ (tanus¥an)~ (‘anusan) ‘we wash'
/'teiso/ ('teisyo)nu('teiao) 'he comes'
3.1s2.4 Lateral
/1 (i) voiced alveolar flapped lateral occurs word initially and m
medially, o~ ~=-"‘9
/'1ils/ ('lll/\) fecalm!
/hdal/ (vdal) 'boat!
30le2.5 Vibrant
/r/ (¥) voiced alveolar trilled vibrant occurs word medially and
finally.
(¥) voiced alvellar flapped vibrant occurs in free variation
with (%) word medially. ghis fluctuation is not sgnwxéhelsewhere
(%) and () voiced alveolsr palatalized trilled and flapped
vibrants occur 1n free fluctuation with (¥) and (£) in the
environment of /fe / a/ or /fef.
/sor/ (tsof) tplace!
/umasrak/ (mh'ga.k)rv (mAtFalc) ‘awake!
/'teirem/ ('teifyem)-’v (‘I;eii'-em) 'I came!
/ 'leiram) ('1ei"ry am)N('leii'-am) 'filled?
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301.2.6 Nasals
Va4 (m) voiced bilabial pasal occurs word initially, medially, and

finally,
/' memek/ (*meme’) *bad!
/' tan/ ('tam) ‘tree!
/n/ (n) voiced alveolar nasal occurs word initially, medially, and
finally.
/'nina/ {("nina) tyou {pl)!*
/' naman/ ('natan) 'we ate!
/y/ () Axx voiced velar nasal occurs word initially, medadlly,
and finally,.
/' mana/ (' mana) 'atone!
/‘yay/ ('pag) 'open-wide'!
/y/ and /u/ fluctuate in the following words:
/‘say/ (*sap)n( ' san) tsome !
/umu'ta.q/ (um'ta.:’)r\f(umu'tan) ‘that'

30le2s7 Semi~-vouwels
V"4 (w) wvoiced bilabial semi-vowel occurs word initially and

mediailly.

/tual/ (twal) '£ish"
/'bave/ ("bawe) 'drum!
/v/ and /b/ fluctuate in the following word:
/ticuwnilin/ (*kuwulbn)n( kubulty) 51y!

474 (y) voiced palatal semi-vowel ocours word initially and
medially.
/Vyawara/ (vyawala) tgood'
/' guyak/ ('gﬁyak) tlightweight?
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3.1.3 Contrasts
/p/ and /b/ contrast in the following environments:

x

/' ponor/
/'bon/

/patren/
/vatrin/
/putlut/
/outlulu/
/' vagan/
/'balan/
&/'sipiman/
/'sibibel/
/' pek/
/1belelek/

/*kaparam/
/'nabadir/

WASKIA PHONCLOGY

('ponst)
('bom)
(pa'¥en)
(bA'#im)
(puriu®)
(butduin)
(*pagam)
(*baiam)
('sipiman}
('sibibel)
('psk)
(rbedeieX)
('kaprPam)
(*nabadif)

tknuckle!

'sagol

'limbaum'

taeat!
'man's bag!
"butterfly"
"broken'

Vspoke!

'seratched!

‘onion'

‘type of fruit!

'goat!

twent down!

"our brothers-in-lsaw!
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/t/ and /d/ contrast in the following environments:

x

/"'tanan/
/' daxro/
/'t agu/
/ra%ap/
/' timany
/*digo/
/' o/
/tdolara/
/' tams/
/dagor/

/ ttoraman/

/tdora/

/'beteren/
/'nedsleg/

{'tanan)
(vda%o)
(*t"agu)
(*d"aP)
(*timam)
(*digo /
(*tom)
('dDiA;A)
("tana)
(AN T)

("t aman)

(ras"ra)

{'betef'em)
(’ned&)'&g)

tcentipede!
tbreadfruit!’

'his stomach!

1 gource!

gtiff?
‘boys' house!

Ttime!

'shame*

tfiret

thouse rat'

timage!
tpictureXX*

] put )

tyour (pl) legs*
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/k/ and /g/ contrast in the following environments:

/'kigilik/ (kigai1™) raiffereny’
/tgigira/ (*gigilfa) '1old"
¥ /'keray/ ('ksTay) ‘your {(s) mouth'
/' gemay/ ('gemay) tyour (a) liver'
+  /'kapa/ ("kaga) tgalip tree'
/' gawa/ (rgawn) tleaf?
/kan/ (*kam) ‘pericd of time®
/' game/ (*game) teast wind'
¥ Jeka'lako/ (ekatiako) tyeaterday'
/'egexren/ ('egefem) 1 touched!
*  /'xYagi/ (k%agi) 'eyeball?
/' an/ ('suaq) 'bark of tree!

Note: Phe contrast between voiceless and voiced stops is neutralized
word finally. Unreleased stops occur word finally and have baen
included as allophones of the voiceleas stops.

io
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/1/ and /r/ contrast in the following environments:

% /lilua/
/virua/

* /Idal/
/\yax/

s /mimili/
/rairi/

8 /rd’ali/
/1 ari/

s /tpolala/
/wanarse/

('iiun)
{(1i%un)
(+dal)
('yal)
('mimili)
(rai®i)
('x%ali)
(rc"afi)
('bainiA)

(1wana®a)

Yhold!

1 jance!

Yboat!

Tyest wind!
timmsture!
tflower?t
thigh up'
‘her husband!

{ogether!
tearthquake

Jv/y 74/ /5/y /3/ amd /r/ contrast in the following environments:

/"tan/
/1daro/
/' san/
/'lani/

» /tgteman/
/'nedeleq/
/'eseman/
/'eleman/
/Vereman/

/putlut/
/'wos/
/'gul/
/our/

(*tam)
(1dafo)
('sa9)~('san)
{'iagi)
(teteman)
('nedelen)
(*eseman)
('efeman)
('eFeman)
(put1u®)
('ws)
(1gul)

(tbud)

ttree!
1breadfruit?
tsome!

Tcoast!

tsmashed open'!
tyour(pl) legs!'
tasked!
terocheted!

tcovered up!

"man's bag'
tpaddle!
troof!

'smoket



/' nay

/ 'nany/
/'Dam/
/tanl/
/1ayi/
/kutsen/
/kU'BBD/
/‘taman/
/' gema))/
/*nina/
/*ninan/

WASKIA FHONOLOGY

('naD)

('9&9)
('nam)
('gam)
(tani)
('lagi)
(ku'sen)
(ku'sep)
(*taman)
(*gzmas)
('ninn)
('nﬁgam)

I2

/n/ and./@/ contrast in the following environments:

¥ /lnaD/

'mothex!
Yopen-wide'

tate!

Vshark!

hg)

fcoastt

'scraped coconut!
‘type of vine!
Ytook!

‘your (s) liver!

fyou (pl)l

tgarden'
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/b/ and /w/ contrast in the following environments:

¥ /'our/ ("bult) 'smoke!
/war/ (twuk) 'aong"
+ /'balam/ (*balam) 'spoke’
/'wal/ (twal) tfigh?
¥ /'vega/ (Yoegn) 'betel vine'
/ ‘wotan)/ ('watag) 'not hidden!
x /'balara/ (*balnfin) ‘flant shoots'
/ 'wanara/ (*wanaZnr) tearthquake!’
/'ba/ ('ba) 1 father?
/wa/ (*wa) 'I beg your pardon?'

/n/ and /1/ contrast in the following environmentas:

v /'na/ (*na) 'food!
/'13/ (lia) lonlyl

g /'nins/ (*ninn) tyou (pl)*
/11ila/ (i1fn) ‘caln®

/g7, /_(J/' and /w/ contrast in the following environments:

¥ /'gap/ (1 gal) 'Spoon'
/'gam/ (*npam) *shark!
/wal/ (twal) "figh'

¥ /‘'yagor/ (tyagr ) 'small canoce'
/‘yagor/ ('yanor¥) '‘planting

/Voawe/ ('bawve) thand-drum*
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2.2 Vowels
3e201 Work Chart

O @

Je2e2

/i/ (L) voiced high open front unrounded vocoid occurs word medially

preceding /A)/.
(i) Voiced high close front unrounded vocoid occurs word initially,

medially, and finally.
/[ mini/ (*nnd) ‘inside!
/'ipi/ (*ipi) tcold!



>

/e/

/a/

(e)

(2}

(a®)

()
(a)
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voiced mid close front unrounded vocoid oceurs wvord fipally,

and in penultimate open syllable when word ends in /o/.
voiced mid open front unrounded vocold occurs word initially
and medially.

/'lags/ ( i&ge) *road!

/gu'reko/ (gu'¥eko) tI will wash'
/lavete/ ('Awzte) 'together!

/ Ymemek/ ('msmak) tbad'

voiced low central unrounded vocoid gliding to voiced high

close back rounded vocoid occurs word medially preceding
/ev/ or /gw/.

voiced mid open central unrounded vocoid occurs in unstressed
open syllables.
voiced low central unrounded vocoid occurs word initially,

medially, and finally.

/kasunagu’ren/ (ka"suna‘gu'fem)  'shifted!
/‘tage/ (& *tage) 'type of spake'
/'nina/ (*ninn) tyou (pl)*

/1amy/ (ram) ‘male"
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/o/

/v/

waskKipn PHoNGLDGY (S

{»") voiced mid open back rounded vocoid occurs in closed

{2)

(o)

(v}
()

(u)

syllables preceding /r/ and /s/ aml inopen syllables

preceding /r/, /t/, and /y/.

voiced low close back rounded vocoid occurs elsewvhere
in closed syllables end inopen syllsbles preceding /1/,
/nf and /n/.

voiced mid close back rounded vocoid occurs elsewhere.

/Vsox/ (t5o+8) tplace!
/'vos/ (1wors) 'paddle!
/korag/ {1 k::“?ag) 'his mouth!'
/'totesan/ {1to~rtesan) 'scratch?t

/' goyak/ ('gryak) 'garamt!
/'bom/ (*bom) tgago!
/'bolala/ (*br1ala) 'together!?
/'ponoxr/ (tponF) tknuckle!
/pu'rory (pu' 599) tbanana-galip sweet'
/'bo/ ('bo) tal

/‘ooko/ { 'noko) thig!
/owo're/ (ows~1Te) ‘over there!

voiced high open back rounded vocoid occurs preceding /Q/ .
voiced high close front rounded vocoid occurs preceding

/i/ or [3/.

voiced high close back rounded vocolid occurs elsewhere.

/' puguru/ ('pugui"u) 'type of shell!
/'muinen/ ('mitinan) 'danger!

/* guyel/ (*giiya") '1ight!

/ham/ ( 'um) Tthat!

/'nuna/ ( 'nunA) "they!
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/i

o)
(M4)

(%e)

(Ye)

(a)

WASKIA PHONOLOGY 17

voiced high close back rounded vocoid gliding to voiced high
open front unrounded vocoid occurs preceding /9/.

voiced high close back rounded vocoid gliding to voiced high
close front unrounded vocoid occurs elsewhere.

/18 19/ (rg"uy) 'type of bird
/'kui/ (k%) teyelash!

voiced high close back rounded vocoid gliding to voiced mid
close front unrounded vecoid occurs word finally.

voiced high close back rounddd vocoid gliding to voiced mid
open front unrcunded vocoid occurs elsewhere.

/g"e/ ('gua) *blood!
/*c%etk et/ (e S ) 'small bush frog'

voiced high close back rounded vocoid gliding to voiced low
central unrounded vocold occurs word medially and finally.

/'Dualara/ ('puaihﬁn) ‘mad!
Fitaf e w) 14 ype—of—olam’
/‘cﬂ°ﬂzf’/ ('d4af) 'sowrce



18
3.2.5 Contrasts

WASKIA FHONOLOGY

/i/ and /e/ contrast in the following environments:

"my husband!
'my tooth!

'gali-bladder!
tyourself(s)t

timmature?
1had!

‘coast!?

troad!

tnewborn!

tand?!

'fish type!

Vspoon!

fnot

'stone!

tyour(pl)'

‘ourt

tthen!
‘only'

troott
'kandere!

‘here!

* /tagari/ (ragai)
/tagere/ (tagere)

a /kiti/ (tkiti)
/keta/ ('keta)

* /vmimili/ ('mimidi)
/"t memek/ (' meme™)

® /'1a9i/ ('laqi)
/1lage/ ('lage)
/sivlale/ (sitiaie)
/'se/ ('se)

/e/ and /a/ contrast in the following environments:

* /1dep/ (raef)
/‘gap/ (1ga?)
/'mena/ (&menn)
/' maga/ (*magn)

s /'nenegq/ ('nenegn)
/'ananaqa/ (fananngna

* /lale/ (rale)
/la/ (*ia)

» [1yagex/ (tyage?)
/‘nugar/ ('auzaf)
* /levere/ (Yewere)

/1avete/ (rawcte)

1together!

18
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/o/ and /u/ contrast in the following environments:

*

/low/
/luman/
/'sor/
/buxr/
/tmone/
/"t mwnan/
/1kolara/
/" kuka/
/‘ponor/
/'t punurv/

(iom)
('iuman)
{(ta> 8)
('bur)
(*mone)
{*ounan)
(lodags )
(Ykuka)
(*pouo*r)
(*puguiu)

/8/ and /o/ contrast in the following environments:

x

/kar/
/'por/
/ekatlako/
/katloko/
/'va/
/'oo/
/'nama/
/'nome/
/'mana/

/ ‘mone/
/'nika/
/'ko/

Loensha( tkat)
(tp'F)
Q!kh'iako)
{kA'Yoko)
('ba)

(*bo)

('namp)
(‘mome)
(*mann)
('m>ne)

(tnikn)
(*ko)

I9

lmud!
Ywing?
tplace!
tsmoke!
this hair?
'custom?®

'Playi
1gmall crab’

Yknuckle!
tlarge cowrie!

tgarden fence'
‘pig fence!

'yesterday!

*will make'

' father!

tat

'Bot

thig mother~in-law!
'stone!

*his hair®

tyour (s)!
1oft
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/e/ and /o/ contrast in the following environmeats:

x / 'keraﬂ/ ('kei"ag) tyour (3) mouth®
/ 'koraD/ ('k?“f'a:)) ‘his mouth'
/'naton/ (tneton) tyour (s) son-in-law'
/'noton/ (*tnoton) ‘his son~in-law’
/'nene/ (*neme) tyour (s) mother-in-law'
/' none/ ('nome) ‘his mother-in-law!
/'delery ('daieg) ryour (s) leg'
/'doleo/ ('cbizj) ‘his leg!
/kere/ (Ykere) tyour {s) tooth!
/Vkore/ (k> fe) this tooth*
/'geman/ ('s&mag) tyour (s) liver!
/ '801‘59/ ('aomag) thig livert
/'neneoa/ ('n.eney\) tyour (pl)*
/'nonoDa/ ('nm::?:\) ttheirp!
/tewere/ (g wete) ‘over here'
/Yowore/ {(tow>*Te) ‘over there!
/ 'moke/ { 'moke) this brow!
/ko/ ( 'ko) 1of1t
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/1/ and /u/ contrast in the following eavironments:

#

/*aip/
/*nup/
/'nina/
/*nuna/
/'ni/
/'o/

/' imik/
/" kumilk/
/'imi/
/tumy/
ssingy

/Vuriany/

WASKIA PHONOLOGY

('aiP)
(*nuf)
(*ninp)
(*nuna)
(*ni)
('nu)
(keimi™)
k
(*kumd. )
(9imd)
('um)
('kifiag)
('kuﬁiacp

tyour (s) name!
‘his mame!

tyou (pl)*
tthey!
‘you (s)!

tha!t

‘your (s) body'
‘his body!

There'
'there'
tyam?
Ychild*
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/bly'and /h?/ contrast in the following environments:

* /rolmas/
/' ka®nak/

¥ /'teimaq/
/'ka®ny/

* frettar/
/'kaetam/

('eimas)
('ka®ma’)
('teiman)
('ka®m)

(reltal)

('ka®tam)

‘my grandchild!
|Bu'garl

‘came’

1god*

'today!

'black’

/ae/ and /h?/ contraat in the following environments:

¥ /ka’mak/
/'kasik/

r  /'ka’y
/'ka''r/

( 'kaemak}

('kaaik)
(*ka®m)
('ka"®)

'sugar!
|dogl
'god!
*lime’

/ui/ and /ue/ and /ua/ contrast in the following environments:

VA ¥
/'g"e/
/k%ali/

* rgtig/
/kMetkYet/
/vﬂwmwv
/! 3“39/

(i)
('gue)
('x¥aii)
('g"))
('Ketktet)
('Quagnfam)
('guagﬂ

'eyelash'’

'blocd!
ltyfa—ei—elamL‘high'
"type of bird'

‘f);r:)ez m{ frocj'
'feared!

lskinl
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/ui/ and /u/ and /i/ contrast in the following mnvironments:

x My (k") leyelash'
/*kuka/ ( 'kuka) ttype of small crab'
Stkiti/ ('kiti) tgallbladder'

* / 'Euig/ ('sucg) ttype of bird'
/tgul) (tgul) ‘roof!
/' glman/ ('giman) ‘carried!

/Ye/ and fu/ and /e/ contrast in the following environments:

% frglef (vg"e) 'blood?
/gud/ ('gui) 'roof!
/*genan/ ('sima.g) ‘your () liver!'

« /'k’etk et/ ('kuatkuet) itype of frog'
/Mkumik/ (Vumt®) ‘his body"
/e *keta/ {(*ksetn) tyourself (s)!

/"a/ and /u/ and /a/ contrast in the following environments:

« /' kMamury/ ('k*amurn) *his nose’
/'kunugy (' kaoum) 'mortar’
/Ykameru/ ( *kamufu) tyour (s) nose!

«  /'t%agu/ (*t"agu) this stomach'
Vi tusnma.n/ ( tv9 uman ) 'buried!
/' tagw/ (vtagu) ‘your (s) stomach'

¢ /'k"amin/ (*k"amin) ‘his tongue'’
/* kumi/ (*}oumd ) ‘plant cutiing'
/ 'kamin/ ('kamin) tyour (s) tongue’
/to%adir/ ('bYadif) *his brother-in-law!
/ougu/ ("bugu} tfork!

/1badir/ (*badi¥) tyour (s) brother-in-law'
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eh

/el/, /e/ and /i/ contrast in the following environments:

"nowt
tyvesterday"
theld!'

tgood!
tstiff!

tcame!?

tafternoon!

telose—-zet!?

tgzod!
tperiod of timet
‘your(s) forehead!

"black!
Ired-leaved shrub!'

e /rertalk/ (retealy
/ekatlako/ (eka'lako)
/Viluman/ ('iIuman)

* /tteron/ ('taffg)
/1timam/ ('ti?am)
/rtetmans/ ('te*man)
/‘be%ga/ ('be%DA)
/'penpen/ (*peqpen)

/a%/, /a/ and /e/ contrast in the following environments:

* /tka’n/ ('ka’m)

/' kan/ (1kam)
/kems/ (tkema)

o /'katam/ ('ka®tam)
/'katalek/ (tkataie™)
/keta/ {'ketA)

'yourself(s)?
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/ kasik/
/ kusik/
/'ga"s/
/tgap/
/'gur/
/'ka"'r/
/'kax/
/" kumile/
/'da"la/
/'daro/
/" dun/
/'nar/
/'na/
/'ow/

WASKIA PHONOLOGY

(*ka"s1®)

Clasi®)
Ckusi®)
('sa“k)
(vgaF)
(*gur)
('xa’F)
(1kai)
('kumik)
(ain)
{'dai*o)
(*dun)
(tna$)
(*na)

('nu)

/h?/ and /a/ and /u/ contrast in the following environments!
« /Vkasik/

rdog!
* many !

Yroof beam?
1tobaccot
‘spoon’

tgpace of time!

llimel

fgarden fence!
‘his body’
tyind!?
‘breadfruit?
thead of canoe'

tcoconut!
tfood!

the!t

2>
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3.3 Supra-segmental Items
3e3.1 Fhonemic status of tone, stress, and length.

Fitch and length are not phonemically relevant in Waskia.
Word stress is not fully predictable but strong tendencies have
been cbserved, as follows:

363.1.1 Viords other than verbs.
Stress is predominantly on the first syllable in two- and
three- syllable words, and on the second syllable in four-
syllable words.

In two-sylluble words ending in an open sylizble stress is
almost always on the first syllable. /pu're/ 'thunder' is the
only known exception, stress having shifted to the syllable begun
by the dominant letter /r/.

In two-syllable words ending in a closed syllable stress is
commonly on the first syllable, less commonly on the second
syllable. The consonants /r/ /1/ /s/ and /g/ if they begin the
second syllable often attract the stress to that syllable, for

example:
/batras/ 'star! /putrong/ 'banana-galip sweet!
/eatlep/ 1light! /@uilut/ 'man's bag!
/satsal/ *shelter-hut! /ku'sen/ 'scraped coconut!
/da‘gor/ tpat? /oatgun/ icup'

There are exceptions, for example:
/tuelang/ oilt!
/'kausik/ 'dog' (perhaps on first syllable because of glide)

/ "ougury/ 'bee!
Body part apnd family relationship terms that conjugate are not
affected stress-wise by the presence or absence of certain
consonants, for example:

/'korang/ 'his mouth! /"doleng/ ‘his leg'

/1augaxr/ 'his nephew!

In three-syllable words stress is predominantly on the first

syllable. There are exceptions, e.g. /mattangi/ 'outside'. The

consonants /r/ and /1/ (but not usually /z/ and /s/), if they begin
the second syllable, often attract the stress to that syllable, for

example:
/ba'rarem/ 'reef! /butiuiv/ Tbutterfly!

Compare,
/1vosasel/ ‘'wide! /Tougulik/ 'damp!
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343012 Verbs
Btress in verbs is to a great degree predictable.
Future tense: Stress is penultimate.
/namatnako/ twe will go!

A suffixed clitic does not change this stress, nor does the
absence of the final vowel or syllable from the basic form,

thus:
/na ma'nako-wo/ 'we will go right away®
/nama ‘nak/ 'we will go!

Other tenses:

In two-syllable words the first syllable is usually
stressed, e.g. /'belam/ ‘'he gaid'

In words of three and more syllables primary and
sedondary stress are hard to distinguish. However there is
always a stress (either primary or secondary) on the final
syllable. In three syllable words first and last syllables
are stressed about equally, e.g. /'nama‘man/ 'they went!

In four-syllable words the predominant but not invariable
pattern is second and final sylleable stress, €.g.

/getragotso/ the wanders about'

/a'nuwalso/ ‘he is washing!

Words of five and more syllablesvary in their stress
according to the components present. Final syllable stress
with stress on preceding alternate syllsbles is the preferred
rhythm but is affected fairly predictably by infixes and
length of sten.

Examples:
/'baga-laga-~'san/ 1they kept on staying'

(alternate syllable stress)
/battagalrukstsan/ 'they used to cut!

(alternate syllable stress)
/battagdralsan/ 'they cut' (stem siress is retained)
/1baga-la'ga-ka'san/ 'they would keep on staying!

(infix /-laga-/ accommodates
its stress)

/'nama-gi'lingi~'san/ ‘they all go' (f-giflingi-/ always
retains its stress)

/'nama~-gi'lingi~katsan/ "they would all go!
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5e3.2 Stress Contrasts

Very iew conirasts for which there is no apparent reason have been found.

+ /a'maru/ Ywhen!

/avila/ 'how many"
x /nalnawvus/ 'daughter!
/‘nanivas/ tour wives'
« /putlut/ 'man's bag!
/ 'welag/ Toil!
+ /ba'gun/ Tcup!

/ Vougury/ Thee!
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30303 Intonation

Statements: Statements start at a medium pitch and drop to low on the
last one two or three syllables,

ani 'ninam te ;ZZEEEam- 'I'm going to my garden!'
tkani itlagala 'manga gawa ;TI;EEIE' ttwo pots cost two kina!'

questions: All questions start at a relatively high pitch.

(a) Those using 'agila ‘do they, isn't it, will he, etc' drop to low
pitch on agila. The use of this word implies an alternative to the
statement.

—

nu nama'‘ruko ‘agila? 'he will go, will he??

(b) Those using question words e, a, drop to low pitch on last one or two
gsyllables of the statement then rise wvery slightly on the question word.

o Ma'dang nama'rvem, e? 'did he go to Madang?!
Ybia agi 'gotek & "the big one or the small one?!
nama'nalko, €7 Tghall we yo then?!

(c) Those using interrogative words such as 'who' and 'why' drop to low
pitch on the last one or two syllables.

'kani itlagala Yawila? Thow much do two po. cost?!
ni a'nape ko Mo zam? 'what do you want®!

Bxpressed alternatives: ggi tor! is always at & markedly lower pitch than
surrounding words.

‘tuwik kapa'ruk agi 'worem kapakuk agi ani 'me ko iki'sam

I don't know if it will be wet or fine!

1
'ni 'guag tka®tam agi di riam betre ko 'k esamy a?
Do you like the black or the red cloth??
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Listing: As items are being listed there is no rise and fall in pitch.

Imperatives: The stressed syllable of the verb receives extra intensity, and
the preceding syllable or syllables are at a2 relatively hizh pitch.,

ka'parkol 'get downl!!

nama'nakoi 'we'll go now!l!

In non-command imperatives the stressed syllable of the verb is
lengthened and spoken at a relatively high pitch. The suffix ~wo is
spoken very indistinctly.

=

nama’'nakowds 'let's gol

bagaralkowo lyou {pl) stay!'

Exclamations: These are short, start high and drop low.

ek e Ytrolyl!
‘mena 'no, not at alll'

Responses: These are short, start medium and drop low.

> 101K, !
'‘terong 1good!
‘\‘ tnot
mena no

e n tyes!
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L  DISTRIBUTION

The syllable in Waskia consists of a single vowel phoneme as nucleus
with optional onset and/or coda = (C)V(C). The resultant four syllable
types contrast as follows:

v FAL:T 4 'question word'
cv /'ne/ tfood!

vC /tany/ ‘can'

cve  /‘bony/ 1 gago!

Although there are VVC and CVVC combinations, & syllable break always
occurs between the vowels (see l4s3.2)

4,I Genmeral Distribution

Each syllable type occurs word initially, medially, and finally.
Words of up to eight syllables have been observed. Up to three
syllable types may occur in a single word.

V.CV.VC /8 onu.tenm/ Ywashed!

ve.ov liriko / ' you(s) will dig’

V.CV.VC.CV /8 «8u.'al.ko/ 'you(pl) will plant’
CVC.CVC /1del,den/ *sloping!

CV.V /'bica/ Thig!

V.CV.V.CV /as.nu'e.ko/ ‘I will wash!

CV.CV.CVC.CV /nac.matmon.ko/ Ythey will go!
V.CV.CV.CV.CV.CV.CVC /a.nu.gacli.gickatsan/ 'they used to wash'

CV.CV.CV.CV.CV.CV.CV.CVC /ku.lu.ku.ru.ku.tusgu'ren/ 'I have finished folding'
4,2 Phoneme Com binations Within the Syllable

Anylcon.sonant may £ill the initial consonant slot of CV or cve
syllables, Any consonent except a voiced stop or a semi-vowel may
£i11 the final consonant slot of VC or CVC syllables.

Any vowel may f£ill the nucleus of CV or CVC syllables. Any vowel

except an on-glide may £ill the nucleus of a V syllable. Only /e/ /a/

and /e f haye been,ebserved filiipe, the Ruclevioehid WeRY kiRt mar
preceding or following consonants which have been noted are:

/v/ /8f /r/ /w/ and [y/ never precede an on~-glide,

/o/ / o/ /n/ and /l/unever precede / i/ or / e/,

/d/ never precedes / 1/,

/gé never precedes /ue/ .

/a"/ follows only /k/) /v, /ﬂ/

l/r/ never occurs word initially.
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4,3 Distributior of Phonemes Across Syllable Boundaries
k.3,1 (Consonants

Consonant clusters occur only across syllable boundaries. The
following combinations of consonrants occur; k.p NeP ket n.t Het pok
Mok Nok Nok lo@ Seg temt kem lomt 1on kes

/' memekpa/ "badl?
Jtet rm)pa/ 'goodl!!
/Vdoktal/ 'his neck!
/sutanta/ ‘one'

/num? nit)ta/ Ttruel®
/1 1upko/ *you (s) holdl!
/a? tumko/ tyou (s) pound!!?
/namatmonko/ *they will go!
/u'lenko/ "the day before yesterday!
/'delden/ 'sloping!
/! gaiigos/ *snout!
/'ka®tmanm/ 'blackened!
/' gekman/ 'fagtened'
/a'milmilmaso/ ‘he rejoices!
/ 'tluttu.lmlnag/ Yghort!?
/uku' rukse) 'tomorrow!

The following additional combinations of consonants occur in
reduplicated words: t.p m.p Dok Ned kog nop om 139 Ps8 I'ss

/ka'petpet/ 'double canoe'
/' peupeny/ ‘always'

/ 'kex}kez)/ 'type of bird!
/" dondon/ 'type of plank'
Iipe gpeg/ ‘close-set!

/" md? meb/ 'later’

/? Qualgual/ 'foolish!

/! supsup/ *fat?

/Vsirsir/ tgrags'
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4,3.2 Vowels

The following syllable types may combine to form clusters of
two vowels across syllable boundariess:.

cV.Y /*oi.a/ 'big’
{(v)cv.ve /anu'em/ *T washed'
V.VC /a ‘uk/ thow??!

If the second syllable of the combination is an open syllable the
fgllowilng coinhinag_iona of vowels occur: i.a i.e 1,0 usi u.e Ue.a U.0
e ol 87,8 @ .0 & «a o If the second syllable of the combination is
a closed syllable the following combinations occurs:. i.a a.u w.e u.a

i

e .8 o

Second Syllable Openi
/a ita.ra/ 'trading!
Jilki'edko/ 11 will know!'
Ji.kitosko/ ‘he will know!
/tmusi.nan/ 'danger*
/¥nu.e/ tkandere'
/tierusa/ 1 dance!
/a onu'o.ko/ 'he will wash'
/ke*t1ko/ 'T will cook®
ﬁ"mi'.a/ *long*
//kei"o.ko/ ‘he will cook!
e ka, san/ itheqr used to try'

Second Syllable Closed:
Ja 'riaai.am/ tyellow!
Jaiuk/ Thow? ¢
/a.gu'em/ ‘I planted!
/8a.gutan/ the planted!’
/kei"em/ '] cooked!

/kei"a.m/ ‘he cooked'
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5 CONTROVERSIAL OR UNSOLVED ISSUES

5.1 On-glides

Having three onwglide phonemes, /“i/ /Ye/ /“a/, was thought to be
preferable to having labialized consonant phonemes for the following
reasons:

1, On-glide phonemes are fewer in number. According to the pres at
data nine labiglize ngonant phonemes would be needed, /t¥ ' VLY
/3% /8% /87 /A / /m / /n "/. Further elicitation, especially of
body part and family relationahip terma (see 2), may reveal even more
consonants followed by an on-glide.

2. Body part and family relationship terms conjugate to show
possession. A feature of the pattern is the backing of the vowel to

distinguigh third person s from second person singular, e.g.
/i to fo/y [fef %o fof, faf to [ 8/
Firet p. s» Second p. 8. Third p. s.
/'oj'mas/ /'nimas/ /tnumasy *zrandchild*
/tanimik/ /tiiodk/ /tkumik/  tbody!
Vi adeleg/ /t delef_}/ /! doleg/ 1leg!
/*enamru/ /'kamury/ /'k%amiry/  ‘nose’
/'atagu/ /'tagu/ /t%agu/ 'stomach®
/'amali/ /'mals/ /t'm*alif  ‘femsle private part!
/Vagari/ /Vkari/ /tk"ari/  thusband’
/'abadir/ /Vvadix/ /'o%adir/ fbrother-in-law!

This pattern is also present in the plural forms, e.g.
First po ple Second p. ple Third p. pl.

J ‘nabadir/ /'nebadir/ /'nobadir/ ‘'brother-in-law'
/ 'nadelej/ / 'nedeleg/ / 'nodoleg/ Vleg!
Pronouns also reveal this pattern:
First p. Second pe Third p.
8. /'ani/ /ini/ /Vou/

ple /'ana/ /'nina/ /*ouna/
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5. If labialized consonant phonemes were introduced many of them
would have a very lowv funciion load, in some cases only one or two vords,

4, The vhonemes /s/ and /g/ each have a labialized allophone.
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6 ORTHOGRAFHY

WASKIA FHONOLOGY

6.1 Suggested orthography

Fhonene

/o/
/v
/s/
/v/
/d/
/8/
/s/
1/
/x/
/s/
/n/
I/
/v
/y/
/i/
/e/
/8/
/of
/v

/iy
/le/
/Pa/
/e/
/a%/
/a%/

7Y/

Allophones

(p)
(%)
(k)
(b)
(d)
(2)
(s)
()
(¥)
(m)
(n)
(n)
(w)
(y)
(1)
(e)
{a)
(o)
(u)

(“1)
(“e)
("a)
(ei)
(a°)

(a")

(*)

(F)
*)
* o)

@ ") &) (W)
(s") (&%)

(#) (#)

()
(£)
(A) (&)
() (M)
(v) W)

M)
(%)

Suggeasted orthography

s:omop-h::(gbsul-'mmn-o‘h‘ﬂu

B EESE

au

unmarked
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6.2 TReasons for suggested orthography
6.2.1 /ei/ is ai for the following reason:
The Waskia people always write ai for the phoneme /ei/.
/e;/ occurs in the common verb stems /tei/ tcome' and /kei/ 1cook on a fire!

6.2.2 Word final voiceless stops

Tt may prove advisable for b,d,g to be used to represent voiceless
unreleased stops as the former cnurch lenguage used in the area, Graget,
nas b, d, g, in this po ition and some Waskia speakers spell, for
example, /bu'ruk/ (bu'¥u’) 'pig' as burug. Contrast betwsen voiced and
voiceless stops is neutralised in Waskia in word final position.
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6.3
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WASKIA promunciation of some Baoglish words

shnake
plate
school
ETass
nail
spoon
driver
pumpkin
blue
bridge
horse
handkerchief
poison
pussy

COW

(si'neK)

(pi'iet)
(sutleud)
(gp'ttas)
('gii)
{sitpun)
(da'?aewn)
{'panken)
(bu'iu)
{bitTis)
(tw>*s)
('ags%k)
{'£94 51n)
{('pusi)
(*bulumakan)
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6.4 Sample Text

Fhonetic transcription: fani tagh ku’z"i'ag go 'te_ktak Yago 'na.gh raa?
Orthographic transcription: ani aga RXutiang gotektek ago nanga duap
English transcriptiont I will tell you a story about me and the little

¢hildren.

P: 'bo ba liko

0 bo baliko.
P: u'isr)knin tani ku'fian so'taktek 'nugr\bi!guwuﬁem ti ‘rom 'ai‘u9u tkrismas

O: ulengkala api juriang gotektek punga biguwurem tirom arungu Krismas
E: Some time back I gathered the children together in the evening and was
teaching them Christmas songs when heavy rain fell,

P: 'wur 'den bn'iuwi"em 'se tu'wik Tbia 'kapn’i"am
0; wur den baluwarem se tuwik bia kaparam.

P: 'dauin vbiain 'teikﬁao atie pu'te tbialn nug\fntjkii"i 'pagam 'se ku'x"iiag

O: deula biala taikaso ale pure biala nunguningiciri pagam se kuriang
B: A big wind came up and then loud thunder clapped amd the children oried
and went silly, got up and ran to me.

T avtefee® vninman 'Duaii\ma.n bA!TasAman 'nau-a.umn tanwpn fte *te'man
0: gotektek niaman ngualamsn baragaman naguman aninga te taisan.
P: 'an 'la 'ay(i’-ak 1da"guirman gatic? 'nikim ‘te "bawmen tmu ‘cteman
O: suen la agarak dagulaman galep nikim te bangaman mu eteman
E: They all fell on top of me and they stayed in the lamp's light. They
hit the lamp and it fell down.
P: ‘'se 'dauﬁa:iam
0: se dagulam,
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‘ani Yagn 'kanifam ku-ifia)g:;'tf,ktak 'nu)ui’vu ni'akAsan 'se 'ka¥i
ani aga kaniram kuriang gotektek ninguru piskasan ge kari

It burnt me. The children were really c¢rying and a headman heard
the noise they were making and came down and came inside.

'supuiv? bo kui"i'a.r) B> 'tekt&k 'nw}r« 'nii‘uo itkam A"I'e ‘kapAfam

gupuling bo kuriang gotektek punga nirung ikem ale kaparai.
kui"i'ag s::'taktak EK 'sar) ‘nirnman 'mu 'anA :Iiu'a.m
kuriang gotektek sang niaman m nunga iluam,

Some of the children cried and he held them.

tutwi® pu'Te ‘menaYam 'se gntle 1te h:f'i'a? R *nunam 'none’

tuwik pure [menaram se galep fe kuriang nunga nunam nonet
The rain and thunder stopped and the children weat with the light
to their mothers’ and fathers’ place.

'nuon tte 'nam/man
nunga :._g nAN&MAR o
tani Yagn kui-’:l.'ag ga'tektek 'ai-’u?u '399’\ va“af gg'tgk bu'tatAa.

ani aga kuriang gotektek  arungu nanga dusp gotek butata.
Thaet is the little story about me and the children. That's all.




