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0 INTRODUCTION

This paper is a tentative statement of the phonemes of the Yil
language, which belongs to the Wapei-Palei Phylum in the Lumi Sub-
province of the Sepik Province. The Yil language is spoken by approx-
'ihately 2100‘peop1e who live in twelye main yillages, This paper is
based on a dictionary of approximately 900 words collected during
residence in the village of Mampel, August-October 1974, Our chief
helper was William Meriemia, age 16, standard 4 student in the Catholic
Mission School at Yili and resident of Mampel. He is a fluent Pidgin
speaker and knowe some English, His older brother Moses was: also
helpful in giving texts and checking data. We are grateful for the
consultant help given by Barry Irwin,
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1 OUTLINE OF PHONEMES
1.1 Chart of Phonemes

Consonants
Bilabial Alveolar Velar
Stops P t k
Nasals m n n
Fricatives S -4
Lateral 1
Vibrant T
Semivowels
Front Central Back
Unrounded Rounded
High i U ) u
Low e a (o]
Vowel Glides /ai/ /au/ /aﬁ/ /ei/

1.2 Contrastive Features
1.2.1 Consonants

There is a contrast in manner of articulation between stops,
nasals, fricatives and semi-vowels. The stops and nasals contrast at
labial, alveolar and velar points of articulation. Fricatives con-
trast at alveolar and velar points of articulation. Laterals and
vibrants occur only at alveolar position. The semi-vowels contrast at

the bilabial and alveolar points of articulation.

1.2.2 Vowels
Vowels contrast as to front, central, and back position and also

high and low tongue position. The front high vowels contrast in lip-

rounding.

2 INTERPRETATION

2.1 Status of items which may be either consonant or vowel

2.1.1 when [i] and [u] occur as the nucleus of a syllable they are

interpreted as vowels because they carry the peak of syllabicity.
[1ik /1ik/ 'Bamboo'!

[mulo/ /mulo/ 'white hair'
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2.1.2 When [y] and [w] occur word and syllable initially they are
interpreted as consonants because they occur in consonant position
[wauyak] /wauyak/ . 'big lizard'
[ben] /wen/ 'big brother'

Status of items which may be either sequence or unit

The following sounds are suspected of being either sequence or

S PR s TR v TR o
They are interpreted as single units because they have the length

of the single syllable nucleus and reverse sequences occur mostly
across syllable boundaries. This interpretation also fits in with our
existing syllable pattern.

[teik] /teik/ 'yesterday'

[K 3 imu] /kaimu/ 'centipede'
3 DESCRIPTION OF PHONEMES

3.1 Consonants
3.1.1 Work Chart

| t |3
i n )
o
[ ? 1
| r
\
e Y
Description

[p] voiceless unaspirated bilabial stop occurs word initially,
medially and finally, (word finally may be slightly aspi-

rated or unreleased.)

[palok] /palok/ 'liver'
[napal] /napal/ 'inside of stomach'
[binap] /winep/ "mami'

[t] voiceless unaspirated alveolar stop occurs word initially,
medially and finally, (word finally it may be slightly aspi-

rated or unreleased).
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/k/

/m/

/n/

/n/

/s/

/g/

[k]

[m]

[n]

[n]

[s]

[g]

PHONEMIC STATEMENT

[tular] /tular/ 'ground'
[tamtanni] /tamtani/ 'cooking banana'
[mdt] /mat/ 'woman'

voiceless unaspirated velar stop occurs word initially,
medially, and finally (word finally it may be slightly

aspirated or unreleased).

[karo] /karo/ 'mist'

[sokwaro] /sokwaro/ 'baby!

[1a gak] /lagak/ 'wild pit pit' (pl.)

voiced bilabial nasal occurs word initially, medially and

finally.

[manan] /manen/ 'sister' sg.

[wapuman ] /wapuman/ 'tomorrow"

[yam] /yam/ 'good'

voiced alveolar nasal occurs word initially, medially and

finally. |

[namek}] /namak/ 'pit pit!

[waninal] /waninal/ 'edible fruit of some
sort'

[wairun] /wa'run/ 'young man'

voiced velar fricative occurs word medially and finally.
[mena] /msna/ 'sing-sing'

[manen] /manan/ 'sister' sg.
voiceless alveolar sibilant occurs word initially, medially

and finally,

[sik] /sik/ 'hand'
[mesok] /masok/ 'mosquito' pl.
[matimas] /matimas/ 'completed'

voiced velar fricative occurs word initially (only rarely),

and medially.
[gar] / gar/ 'sandy ground'
[yago] /yago/ 'jaw'
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(x]

/1/ (1]
/x/  [r]
/w/ [w]
/yl  lyl

voiceless velar fricative occurs word finally
[wamax] /womeg/ "hawk'
Voiced alveolar lateral occurs word initially, medially

and finally.

[luman] /luman/ 'widow, widower'
[palok] /palok/ 'liver!'
[wapital] /wapital/ 'beads!

voiced alveolar vibrant occurs word initially (only rarely),
medially and finally.

[rogen] /rdgdin/ 'nothing'

[yarwar] /yarwar/ 'victory leaf!

voiced bilabial semi vowel (non-syllabic) occurs word ini-
tially and medially. It occurs in the environment of back -
and central vowels--it often has some friction before the
high central vowel.

[ware] /ware/ 'village'

[woui] /wowi/ 'old, no good'

voiced bilabial fricative occurs word initially and medially
in the environment of front vowels.

[berki] /werki/ 'bamboo torch!

[libzn] /1liwen/ 'native pipe'

voiced alveopalatal semi-vowel (non-syllabic) word initially
and medially.
[yagu] /yagu/ 'pit pit, one variety'

[murayan] /murayan/ 'one kind of taro'

3.1.3 Contrasts of consonant phonemes

/t/ and /s/ [tek] /tak/ 'closed'
[sak] /sak/ 'arrowhead'
[tak] /tak/ 'leprosy'
[sak] /sak/ 'pig!
[teten] /taten/ 'straight'

[mesen] /mesan/ "man'
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/n/ and /1/

/n/ and /r/

/r/ and /1/

[mastu]

[matii]

[wayat ]
[ndwes]

[nin]
[1in]

[anpap]
[21pap]

[maman]
[wanfal]

[ni]
[1i}
[malar]

[wanar]
[ragen]
[negik]
[kir]
[kin]

[yaurok]

[amnok]
[ar]
[an]
[nepin]
[birbir]
[rure]

[luro]

[wanar]

[wenal]

/masi/

/mati/

/wayst/
/nawas/
/nin/
/1lin/
/anpap/
/alpap/
/maman/
/wamal/
/ni/
/1i/
/malar/
/wanar/
/ragen/
/nagik/
/kir/
/kin/
/yaurok/
/amnok/

/ar/
/an/

/napin/
/wirwir/
/rure/

/luro/

/wanar/

/wenal/

PHONEMIC STATEMENT

tface'

'we arrive'’

'little mumut'

'one kind of taro!

'female of animal'’
'ripe'

'one'

'negative'

'food!

'hornbill'

'water, rain'

'bamboo'

'edible insect!'
Theart!
'nothing'
'greens'

'one kind of yam'

'boy's younger brother'

'door!

'a kind of fish!
'she!

'he, and, with'
'red'

'star'

'one kind of mami'

'stick for planting'

'heart'

'ant'
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[mulo] /mulo/ 'white hair'
[yuro] /yuro/ 'orange inedidle fruit
[nemrik] /nemrik/ 'green bird'
[waklik] /waklik/ 'dry woven bamboo'
[ar] /ar/ 'she!
[al] /al/ 'negative’
/n/ and / / [tepen] /topan/ 'cassowary'
[pipan] /pipan/ 'frog'
[wenall] /wenal/ 'ant'
[tenal] /tenal/ ‘center of tree'
[menko) /menko/ *knuckles'
[manku] /manku/ 'we eat'
[tani] /tani/ 'close to!
[nani] /nani/ 'one kind of mani'
[siwan] /siwan/ 'boy's sister!'
[yawan] /yawan/ 'one kind of yam'
/n/ and /g/ [nano] /nano/ 'bamboo knife'
[yago] /yago/ "jaw'
[manu] /manu/ 'it burns her'
[magu] /magu/ 'it burns him'
/n/ and /g/ [siwan] /siwan/ 'boy's sister'
[lawax] /lawag/ 'strong'
[texi] /telg/ 'fern'
[tailin] /talliq/ 'little finger'
/k/ and /g/ [yako] /yako/ 'father!'
[yago] /yago/ Tjaw'
[teik] /telk/ 'yesterday'

[teix] /tei / 'fern'
g
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[sualx] /sualg/ 'beak of bird'
[namanalk] /mamanalk/ 'bird'
and /g/ [egati] /ogati/ 'to bury a man/

[ekama] /okama/ 'to call for'

/n/ and /k/ [nano] /nano/ 'wild sago'
[nako] /nako/ 'bamboo knife'
[1iben] /liwen/ 'native pipe'
[libzk] /liwek/ 'bamboo fork'
[namak] /namak/ 'arteries'
[yatan] /yatan/ 'fly!
[nalik] /nalik/ 'white bird'
[tailin] /tallin/ 'little finger'
[mesalin] /misilin/ 'one kind of hawk'
[nokalik] /nokalik/ 'throat’

3.2 Vowels

3.2.1 Work Chart
i u u
e o S
® a

3.2.2 Description
/i/ [i] Voiced high close front unrounded vocoid occurs initially

(only rarely), medially and finally.

[sik] /sik/ 'hand'
[yagi] /yagi/ 'path’
[i] /i/ By

/e/ [e] Voiced mid closé front unrounded vocoid occurs word initialiy
(only rarely) and medially.
[elo] /elo/ 'to cut with sickle'
[mek] /mek/ 'wild banana'
[yate10] /yatela/ 'a little body of water'



PHONEMIC STATEMENT 37

/u/

/a/

/a/

[u]

[a]

(=]

(6]

Voiced low close front unrounded vocoid occurs word medially
and finally following [b] /w/.

[bz] /we/ '‘brother or sister of
same sex'
[berki] /werki/ 'bamboo torch'’

Voiced mid open front unrounded vocoid occurs word finally.
{mame ] /mame/ 'insect'

[ware] /ware/ 'village'

Voiced high close front rounded vocoid occurs word initially

(only rarely), medially and finally.

(ul /u/ 'you' pl.
[sula] /sula/ 'post of house'
[tuni] /tuni/ "hawk'

[amnun] /amnu/ 'tulip'

Voiced low open central unrounded vocoid occursword initially,
medially and finally. In a fronted environment it is also

slightly raised.

{argi] /argi/ 'lair, head'
[menal] /mena/ 'singsing'
[alpap] [alpap/ 'negative'

Voiced mid close central vocoid occurs word initially and
medially. Following /w/ it tends to be backed and in a

front environment it often tends to be fronted.

[oka] /oka/ 'to get!

[sok] /sak/ 'arrowhead'
{wdnpuk] /wenpuk/ 'chest!

[ponok] /penok/ 'edible leaves'

Voiced mid close front rounded vocoid occurs word finally
and in isolation.

(o] /5/ 'lst person plural’
[mato] /mata/ 'betelnut'
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[u] _Voiced high close back rounded vocoid occurs word initially

(rarely), medially and finally.

[usiem]“ /usiem/ . 'we two'
[wapuman] /wapuman/ 'tomorrow'
[wupli] /wupli/ 'sun'

[waru] /waru/ 'cooking banana'

[o] Voiced mid close back rounded vocoid occurs word initially

(very rarely), medially and finally.

[ogar] /ogar/ 'red garden frog'
[sokwaro] /sokwaro/ 'baby'
[palok] /palok/ 'liver'

3.2.2 Contrast of Vowel Phonemes

The vowel contrasts can be summarized as follows:

[sik] /sik/ 'hand'
[1sek] /lek/ 'a tree with edible fruit'
[siik] /suk/ 'banana leaf!
[sek] /sak/ 'arrowhead'
[sak] /sak/ 'pig!
[suk] /suk/ 'belly'
[sok] /sok/ 'betelnut leaf!
and /u/ [sik] /sik/ 'hand'
[suk] /suk/ 'banana leaf'
[silat] /sulat/ 'instrument for yam
pounding'
[silak] /silak/ ‘one kind of fish'
[amni] /amni/ 'roof"
[amnii] /amnii/ 'edible greens'
[1ik] /1lik/ 'bamboo' pl
[1iik] /1uk/ 'corner'’
[11] /1i/ "bamboo' sg.

(1] /1u/ 'a kind of frog
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/i/ and /e/ [1ik] /1ik/ 'bamboo’

[1ek] /1lek/ 'tree with edible
fruit'
[winep] /winap/ 'mami '
[wenal] /wenal/ 'yellow ant
[mami] /mami/ 'ancestors, elderly
people'

[mame] /mame/ 'edible insect!
[suik] /suik/ 'one kind of ant'
[suek] /suek/ 'banana'
[mamek ] /mamek/ 'edible insect
[nemik ] /namik/ 'bone'

/i/ and /a/ [sik] /sik/ 'hand'
[sek] /sak/ 'arrowhead'
[wirwir] /wirwir/ 'planet’
[worwax] /warwag/ 'knee'
[kanmin] /kanmin/ 'nephew, relative'
[kemsn] /kemen/ 'shadow'
[o] /e/ 'lst person pl.'
[1] /i/ '1st person sg.'
[nipsr] /nipsr/ 'dirty!
[nepin] /napin/ 'red'

/u/ and /o/ [suk] /suk/ 'banana leaf'
[sek] /sak/ 'arrowhead'
[ekenii] /akenti/ 'to answer'
[akiini ] /eklini/ 'to bathe'
[watii] /wati/ 'to arrive'

[mati] /mata/ 'betelnut'
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/e/ and /a/

/®/ and /a/

/u/ and /u/

[bilak]
[yisuk]
[tuni]
[tentaten]

[mek]

[mak]

[wewol]
[wewi]
[enimen]
[kemen]
[war]
fwer]
[tentatan]
[tenal]
[tentatan]
[tenal]

[sak]
[sak]

[werpawal]
[warparok]

[koman]

[keman]

[mak]
[mek]

[ekan]

[ekan]

[suk]
[siik]

/wilsk/
/yisuk/
/tini/
/tentoten/

/mek/
/mak/

/wewol/

/wawi/

/enimen/
/kemon/

/war/
/wer/
/tentaten/
/tenal/
/tantatan/
/tanal/

/sak/
/sak/

/warpawal/
/warparok/

/kaman/
/kemen/

/mak/
/mak/

/ekan/

/akan/

/suk/
/suk/

PHONEMIC STATEMENT

teye'

'betel pepper'’

'pisin bilong wara'

'fat' adj.

'wild banana'

'flying fox'
'negative’
' tell him’

'shadow'

'white tree kangaroo'

'taro'
tfat' adj.
'trunk of tree'

'fat' adj.

'trunk of tree'

'arrowhead'

'a green frog'
'ditch’

'wild tapioca'
'shadow'

'breast'

'ear

'Tknock down'
(e.g. coconut)

'T get'

'belly!

'banana leaf!
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/u/ and /a/

/u/ and /o/

[tlni]
[tugin]
[luk]
[1uk]
[1iir]
[palur]

[yamsu]

[masii]

[suk]
[sek]

[yunil]
[yenem]
[bilak]
{waluk]

[tuk]
[tek]

[welsl]

[wulir]

[suk]
[sok]
[sokal]
[sukik]

[yago]
[yagu]

[trok]
{krup]

{ano]
[anu]

/tuni/
/tugin/
/1luk/
/1uk/
/1lir/
/palur/

/yamsu/
/masi/

/suk/
/sak/
[yunil/
/ysnam/

/wilak/
/waluk/

/tuk/
/tak/

/walal/

/wulir/

/suk/
/sok/

/sokal/
/sukik/

/yago/
/yagu/

/trok/
/krup/

/ano/
/anu/
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'one kind of hawk'

*bamboo comb'

'sago’

'corner!'

'planting stick’

'‘lizard’

'T shut (it)!

'face'

'belly!

'arrowhead!'

'magots'

'younger brother's
wife'

teve!

'tree kangaroo'

*back bone!

'closed!

'shoot of plant
'sago'

'belly!
'betelnut leaf!
'bush house!
'navel'

ljawi

'a type of wild sugar
cane'

"thigh'

'white bird!

'go up ...
'eat’
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/o/ and /a/

/e/ and /a/

/o/ and /a/

[sok]
[sek]

[nokal}

[neker war]

[nero]

[1uro]

[nok]
[nak]

(o]

[o]

[mak]
[mek]
[berki]
[warparok]
lige]
[ega]

[male]
[mele]

[lak]
[1ek]

[sak]
[sok]

[wok]
[wak]

[sua]
[suo]

[mulok]
[tulak]

/sok/
/sek/

/nokal/

/neksr war/

/nero/
/luro/
/nok/
/nak/
/8/
/o/
/mak/
/mek/

/werki/
/warparok/
/ige/
/ega/
/male/
/mele/

/lak/
/lek/

/sak/
/aok/

/wok/
/wak/

/sua/
/suo/

/mulok/
/tulak/

PHONEMIC STATEMENT

'betelnut leaf!

'arrow'

'name’

'funny man'

"meat’

'planting stick’

'black, native salt'

'blood’

'l1st person pl.'

'l1st person dual'

'‘breast’

'wild banana'
'bamboo torch'
'ditch'

'water hole'

'I'm sick!

'he is going'

'one king of mami'’

'a sore'

'tree with edible
fruit'

lpig|
'betelnut leaf!

'bird's nest’
'pandanas’
'sago'

'leg'

'bush made trap’

‘dirty, muddy'
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[nokal] /nokal/ 'name’

fnakalp] /nakalp/ 'back side of .
"house'

3.3 Vowel Glides
3.3 Description

/al/ Voiced mid open central vocoid [a] glides to voiced high

closed front unrounded vocoid [i].

[kdimu] /ka‘mu/ 'centipede’
[tailing] /ta*ling/ 'little finger'
[mail] /mal/ 'mother'

/a / voiced mid open central vocoid [a] glides to voiced high

closed back rounded vocoid [u]

[yautok] /yautok/ 'foot!

[auni] /auni/ 'moon

[wauyak] /wau ak/ 'lizard!'
y

/a / voiced mid open central vocoid [a] glides to voiced high
closed front rounded vocoid [ii]

[nﬁﬁkwuti] /nakwuti/ 'my husband'
[&lir5) /alira/ 'mouth’ pl.
[kalgu] /kala"/ 'rope for carrying'

/e / voiced mid open front rounded vocoid [e] glides to vocoid

high closed front unrounded vocoid [i]

[teik] /tek/ 'yesterday'
[mumei] /mumel/ 'food coverup'
[teigo] /telgo/ 'fern, not yet open'

3.3.2 Contrasts of vowel glide phonemes
/al/ contrasts with /a/ and /i/

[mai] /mat/ 'mother’
[ma] /ma/ 'wind'
[ni] /ni/ 'water'

[waru] /waru/ 'cooking banana'
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~ 1
[wairun] /wa run/ 'young man'

[birbir] /wirwir/ 'big start'

contrasts with /a/ and /u/

[yaurok] /yaurok/ 'door'

[yaro] /yaro/ '"limbum floor'
fyuro] /yuro/ 'edible fruit'
[petau] /petau/ 'today'
[ekaltu] /okaltu/ "to get up'
[anta] /anta/ 'to ask!

contrasts with /a/ and /u/

[yatke] /ya“ke/ 'planting stick’

[yako] | /yako/ 'father!

[yular] /yular/ 'kind of pitpit’

[naiik ] /nauk/ 'husband'

[nuk] /nuk/ "throw up, vomit'

[nak] /nak/ 'kind of pitpit'

contrasts with /e/ and /i/

[leik] /letk/ 'knife' pl.

[l1ek] /lek/ 'a tree with edible
fruit!

[1ik] /1ik/ '"bamboo!

[mumei] /mumei/ 'food coverup'

[mame] /mamw/ 'insect!

[mami] /mami/ 'ancestor'

3.4 Suprasegmental Items

3.4.1 .Stress, tone and length have not been observed to be pertinent
Stress usually falls on the first syllable. /i/, /e/, /a/, /u/, and
'/u/, and /o/ have been observed to have greater intensity than /s/.
When /s/ occurs in the first syllable and another vowel occurs in the
following syllable, stress and length can move to the second syllable

or both may have equal stress.
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4,1 General
A syllable consists of a single vowel as nucleus with an optional

onset and/or coda - (c) (c) v (c) (c). The following syllable types
occur:

B
ve /an/ the!

cv /ni/ 'water'

cve /sak/ 'pig'

cecve /prok/ 'quickly'
cvee /lank/ 'night'

vce /ark/ 'white ant'

Syllable types have been observed to occur in the following
positions:
All types occur in isolation.
VC occurs in initial and final position.
V, CV, CVC occur in initial, medial and final position.
VCC, CVCC, CCVC occur in final position.
A maximum of four syllables in one word has been observed. Two-

syllable words are the most common.

4.2 Specific

The following vowel and consonant occurrences have been observed:

\Y All vowels can occur.
Cv All consonants and vowels can occur.
CcvC All consonants and vowels can occur.
VvC V All vowels except /u/ and /i/

C /p/ /x/ /n/ /Y] Im/ [s/ /nf [/w/ [y/
C1VC2C3 vV /a/ /a/ [i/ [u/

C1 All consonants occur

C, /m/ /m/ [0/ /1] [x] [g/

Cqy /k/ /] [p/ /x/ [&/
C,C,vC, vV /a/ /u/ /o/

C, /p/ /t/ [x/
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c, /r/
Cqg /x/ /p/ /K/
VCC Has only rarely been observed
5 ORTHOGRAPHY
5.1 Proposed Orthography
Phonemes Phones Orthography
/a/ [a] a
/e/ [e] [e] [=] e
/1/ {1} 1
[o] o
[u]
/u/ [i] u
/e/ [e] [0] i
/ai/ [ai] ai
/aﬁ/ [au] au
/a"/ [ati] ati
/et [ei] ei
/p/ [r] P
[t] t
/xk/ [k] k
/m/ [m] m
[n] n
[n] ng
[1] 1
/t/ [r] r
[s] S
/8/ (el [x] x
/y/ [y] y
[w] - W
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5.2 Pidgin English words as pronounced by a vernacular speaker:

5.3 Text

puk
apus
trinkim
emti
haitim
westim
paret
lewa
paia
pret
retim
skelim
wok
aste
katen
tok

Pidgi

buk

abus

n

dringim

emti
haiti
westi
baret
lewa
paia
bret

m

m

retim

skeli
wok

asde

m

gaten

dok

Phonetic transcription

teik

Orthographic transcription  teik

Literal translation

wanin

wanin

go

teglu
tixlu

mountain

matimas
matimas

finish

wati
wati

arrive

wanin

wanin

g0

wano

wango

g0 up

Assissi
Assissi

Assissi

watl
wati

arrive

taglu
tixlu

mountain

yesterday

ware pu

ware pu

place loc.mk.

auar
auar

river

wanin

wanin

g0

English

book
meat

to drink
empty

to hide
to waste
ditch

liver

bread

to ready
to weigh
work
yesterday
garden

dog

i an

i an

i with
wan

win

go down

wakini
wikuni

bathe

watu
watl

arrive

ya
ya
father
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48 PHONEMIC STATEMENT

paret ana wakar yagi
paret ina wikar yaxi
road this walk little path

Free translation:
Yesterday my father and I went to Assissi. We went down the
mountain and came to the river. We bathed and then went up the moun-

tain. We walked the big road and then the little path.

6 RESIDUE
6.1 Stress appears to become relevant with verbs. to be
contrastive in certain verbs, e.g.:
[a'nati] /e'nati/ 'I bury a man'
['enati] /'enati/ 'I hurry'

It is not known whether this only involves sentence stress or
whether there is possibly an introduction of phonemic stress or

length, or syllabic consonants.

6.2 First person verbs and some nouns appear to have to have an
aspirated onset. This has not been analyzed. Native reaction was to

want to have it written in as an 'h'.

There is sometimes a transitional [o] between contiguous conson-

ants.

6.4 There is sufficient contrast between /u/ and /i/ to establish
them as separate phonemes. However, further checking could be done

to determine whether they contrast in all environments.

6.5 Vowel glide [*%"] has been phonemisized as /a"/ but could
possibly be phonemisized as /eu/. This needs further investigation

and testing. /au/ was chosen because of the informant's reaction.





