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Solos [sol] is an Austronesian language spoken in eighteen main villages in the central and south 

western part of Buka Island, ARoB, Papua New Guinea (PNG).  Larry Doyle, Valentine Takahö, and 

Kathleen Takahö facilitated a Grammar Discovery Workshop 4-8 February 2013 in the Coastal dialect 

area of Solos.  The nine native speakers listed as authors come from three villages, Poka, Tung, & 

Kahule, on the west coast of Buka Island and participated in the workshop held in Tung.  This 

document lays out what we found out about Solos. 

 

Word Order 
The basic word order in Solos clauses is SVO.  The roles of Actor and Patient also follow this order. 

 

1.      S      V       O 

 Napean gonan  on kotonan. 

 child go.down * beach 

 Actor Action   Patient/location 

 The child went down to the beach. 

 

Out of twelve stories analysed in the workshop, only once was there a different order in the roles, with 

the Actor following the Action. 

 

2.     (O)  S?  V     O? 

 ...uen  kai sek in nakatun. 

 coconut which climb  man 

   Patient Action  Actor 

 ...coconut which a man had climbed.  

 

Sometimes there are two Patients, such as with haso “give”.  The recipient follows, and then the 

thing(s) given. 

 

Nouns 
Nouns typically fill the role of Subject/Actor at the beginning of clauses and Object/Patient at the end. 

 

Nouns can be modified by words which come before them.  Certain short words such as na and o 

indicate singular, plural, and other things.  Numbers also come before the noun.  

 

Most other modifiers, such as adjectives and kai clauses (example 2) come after the noun. 

 

3. mes  nakatun  pea 

 one  man  big 

 one large man 

 

Pronouns 
A basic system of pronouns is represented in the following chart: 

 

 1st person 2nd person 3rd person 

Singular na no iouh 

Plural me mu run 

 

This chart is incomplete, especially in the third person plural, which also has ri (3pl) and mun 



(3pl.poss).  Their exact usage remains to be seen.   

 

A number of prefixes combine with these basic pronouns for a variety of purposes. 

 

te- possessive 

e- ? 

bai- sequence 

ne- ? 

nae- ? 

 

Verbs 
Most often verbs denote action.  Modifiers follow the verb.  At the end of verb phrases there is often 

a short word that refers back to the subject/actor and agrees with it in number and possibly other 

categories.  These markers also say something about the manner of the action of the verb.  This 

system is complex and has not been fully analysed.  The word on in example 1 is the most commonly 

seen, but there are many others. 

 

4.        V 

 Najinon  e  kui hasesei  on. 

 boy   work quickly VP marker 

 The boy worked quickly. 

 

5.   V   V 

 Erun  na  hoat   orih. 

 They go fish  VP marker 

 They are going fishing. 

 

There is a special verb, ka “is”, which has different forms when combined with other short words.  

One example is kame “have” lit. “is with.me”.  Ka has limited usage, since clauses where it 

might be expected often drop the verb altogether, as in example 7. 

 

6. Erun pose  ri ka. 

 they themselves they are 

 They themselves stayed. 

 

7. Tsinih  i saput  hakup. 

 canoe   full finish 

 The canoe (is) completely full. 

 

Structure 
Many times the subject is dropped from clauses.  This is especially true in the middle of episodes in 

stories.  Verbs can be dropped as well.  This is especially true in descriptive or stative clauses (see 

example 7), although it can happen elsewhere.  

 

Conclusion 
This description is very basic.  There is much to explore.  Some of the items we discovered but did 

not analyze in our workshop include prepositions, possessives, and time markers.  We hope this 

introduction to the grammar of Solos will encourage others to look more deeply at our language. 


